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H'WOO0D SOUR ON € 





Coming Election, British So-What HIGH-PRICED Hla 


Held Key to AFM Losing Disk Grip 





American Federation of Musi-+ 
cians is fast losing control of the; 
recording situation (many record- 
ing exees firmly believe the union 
is already on the defensive), and 
it’s very likely that the next few 
weeks will see a break in the im- 
passe. Two things may cause the 
AFM to throw in the sponge (1) 
the approaching election, and (2) | 
the consistent refusal of the Brit- 
ish musicians union to back up the | 
AFM’s ban, as it did during the! 
previous strike. Britain is hungry 
for U. §S. dollars and apparently 
will continue filling orders by U. S. | 
manufacturers for musical back-| 
grounds as long as the latter re-| 
quire them. | 

Meanwhile, major U. S. record-| 
ing companies finally have joined | 
the minors in making recordings in | 
this country using AFM musicians. | 
While it’s being flatly denied by 
the top companies, disks have been 
made by some of them (RCA-Victor 
is the only exception) during the 
past week or 10 days. Those re- 
‘cording are the firms that were 
on the verge of doing so a few 

(Continued on page 53) 


No Showmanship 
To NY. City Expo 


New York City’s Golden Ann-| 
versary Exposition at Grand Cen- | 
tral Palace is loaded with the civic | 
virtues—but little else. Apparently | 
the city fathers, who vetoed the 
idea of turning swank Park avenue | 
into a spectacular midway for the | 
celebration, decided to tell the | 
story of the world’s richest city on | 
a shoestring. The string is show- | 














_ ing, too. 


By contrast, this exposition re- | 
calls New York’s great splash on! 
the Flushing Meadows for the | 
1939-40 World’s Fair. The differ- | 
ence between the two spells one | 
word—showmanship. Or, rather, | 
the lack of it. Where the fair had | 

(Continued on page 55) 


GOSCH PACTS MERMAN 
FOR OWN TELE SERIES 


Ethel Merman has-signed to star 
in her own television series, to be 
produced by Martin Gosch. Show 
will be submitted to agencies and | 
sponsors in about a week, in pre- | 
sentation form. Exact price hasn't | 
been set, but it will be an expen-. 
sive operation. | 

It will, have a revue format, | 
stressing legit material and_ legit | 
values. It will be offered in both. 
60-minute and half-hour length. | 
Writers and director haven't been. 
selected. f 

Actress-singer, currently _ star-| 
ring in “Annie Get Your Gun,” at | 








the Imperial, N. Y., won't go on: 


the road with the legiter, so will | 
be available in New York indefi- 
nitely. ' 


Open-End Forgiveness 

When Goodman Ace learned 
that many of the Easy Aces’ 
open-end transcriptions were 
being sponsored by such strange 
‘time-buyers as a Los Angeles 
funeral parlor, receiving a flock 
of indignant mail as result, he 
wrote back: 

“Forgive us our transcrip- 
tions, as those who transcribed 
against us.” 


Ask $1,034000 
For Gab Airer By 
Mrs. FDR & Anna 


A sponsor can have Eleanor 
Rooseveit and her daughter, Mrs. 
John (Anna) Boettiger, across-the- 
board afternoons on the full ABC 
network, for $1,034,000 a year. The 
mother-daughter act, packaged for 
$3,250 weekly (talent only), has 
been. bought by ABC and set for.an 














Oct. 4 preem. Time spot isn’t defi- 
nite, but is likely to be 3:45 or 4 
o'clock, It'll be a 15-minute pro- 
gram, 

Stanza, on which the late Presi- 
dent’s widow and her daughter 
will gab about “national and world 
events of interest to women, as 
well as items of general interest 
in the fields of fashion, the theatre, 

(Continued on page 38) 


Cullman May Soon 


Arrange to Include 
_ Govt. as a Dependent 


Howard S. Cullman has arranged 
to invest in three more incoming 
Broadway productions. They are 
“Tales of the South Pacific,” the 
new Richard Rodgers-Oscar Ham- 
merstein, 2d musical; “Bell, Book 
and Candle,’ new John van Dru- 
ten play, and “Red Gloves,” the 
Jean-Paul Sartre drama. 

He‘s already in on Moss Hart’s 
“Light Up the Sky,”’ Ruth Gordon’s 
“Leading Lady,” the Lindsay- 
Crouse “Life with Mother,” Max- 
well Anderson’s “Anne of the 1,000 
Days,” the Bella Spewack-Cole Por- 
ter ““Kiss Me, Kate,” and Maurice 
Valency’s “In Praise of Folly.” His 
current legit investments include 
“Mister Roberts,” at the Alvin, 
N. Y. (and on tour), and “Streetcar 


? 





Named Desire,” at the Barrymore, | 


N. Y. (and about to tour). He’s also | 
in on Maurice Evans’ touring pro- 
duction of “Man and Superman” 
and the tour of “Allegro.” 
In_addition, Cullman has an in- 
terest in the Hudson theatre, N. Y., | 
with * Howard Lindsay, Russel | 
Crouse, Leland Hayward and Elliott 
Nugent. He also owns the Ham- 
merstein theatre, N. Y., but has a 





swap deal with CBS, which owns 
(Continued on page 47) 
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By HERB GOLDEN 


Day of the milkion-dollar buy of 
screen rights to Broadway plays is 
definitely over. Hollywood’s new 
accent on economy is only a sec- 
ondary reason. Much more impor- 
tant is the inescapable fact that 
hit legiters have scored a startling- 
ly low b.o. batting average when. 
translated to celluloid. 

Clincher to mounting industry 
skepticism concerning the value of 
Broadway successes as screen ma- 


terial is the flock of pictures of | 
at onan won e ee BLO), Flop of Russ 
months or so. Of 17, only Warner 5 F 
Pix Part of Cold 
9 
War from the West 


Bros.’ “Key Largo,’ from the Max- 
well Anderson play, is an unquali- 
fied smash. The others range from 
disappointing to complete flops. 
Among those doing considerably 
less at the boxoffice than their 
producers anticipated — especially 
in view of the high prices paid for Highlighting pesther .sceter in 
the “cold war’ between east and 
west, Russian films have virtually 
been driven off the world screen, 
except within Soviet borders, by 
the pulling power of Hollywood. 
This Soviet film blackout has taken 
place despite a redoubled postwar 


screen rights—are “Dream Girl,” 
for which Paramount paid $300,- 

drive by the Russians to push their 
film output for international propa- 


000; “State of the Union,’ Metro 
release for which Liberty, the pro- 

ganda and profit. Most amazing 
to U. S. observers is that the Rus- 


ducers, paid $350,000 and a percen- 
sians, who are such expert purvey- 


(Continued on page 22) 
ors of their uniquely slanted line 


> 6 ’ 
U’s ‘Senator’ Deemed Too 
Sensitive at This Time 
For Overseas Market ': . | 
; 5 in other fields, have proved so 
Universal's “The Senator Was In-| inept in their film productions. 
discreet” has been put quietly on | Tipoff to the Russian films’ inef- 


the taboo list for shipment over- | fectiveness is their lukewarm re- 
seas by the selectivity committee ception even in the Soviet-dominat- 
of the Motion Picture Assn. of|eq countries of eastern Europe. 
America. It is feared that the satire (Continued on page 55) 


on American politics will be mis- 
than just satire and reflect bacly Fears Television Will 
Hurt Boxoffice, Title 
Bout Denied to Video 


on the democratic system, at least 
Twentieth Century Sporting 


at this time. 
Selectivity committee has been 
Club, in its first swipe at television 
since the medium went big time 


(Continued on page 55) 
‘ 9 6 ’ 
CASSIDY,’ ‘CLAGHORN 
AXED BY FRED ALLEN _in New York several years ago, has 
| definitely turned down all bids to 
Two of the characters in Allen’s telecast the forthcoming Ike Wil- 
Alley have been pitched in the) liams-Jesse Flores lightweight title 
ashean. Both “Senator Claghorn” | bout from Yankee Stadium, N. Y. 
and “Ajax Cassidy” won't ; 
around when Fred Allen goes|¢ral manager, Sol Strauss, con- 
knocking on doors this fall. | sented to a request from the ABC 
Kenny Delmar is polishing up a;|Tadio network to delay the fight a 


484,350 TV Sets 


. Television sets in the U. S., 
numbered 484,350 aw of Aug. 1, 
representing an increase of 
64,350 sets over the July fig- 
ure. New York is still the No. 
1 video city with 243,200 re- 
ceivers. 

City-by-city breakdown is in 
the Television section. 























new Russian act as successor to/day from its scheduled Sept. 22. 
It’s now to be held Sept. 23, | 


his. “Claghorn.” Peter Donald’s | date. ( 
new characterization hasn’t been $0 4s not to interfere with the Sept. 
disclosed. | 22 preem of Milton Berle’s ‘Texaco 
“Old Timer” and “Mrs. Nuss- Star Theatre.” | 
baum” will still be around. Twentieth Century, which has 
| staged all the Joe Louis title bouts, 
H Gi Ar Bo oat Hg . rs Raed 1% 
owing the line laid down by Madi- 
ow Iveaways € mm son Sq. Garden prexy Gen. John 
Mexico City, Aug. 24. | Reed Kilpatrick that tele would 
General biz has been so bad here help, not cut into. its gate receipts. 
that most of the smaller radio sta-| Thus, all fights staged by the club 
tions jumped at their time-buyers’ for the last few years, either from 
proposition to pay with goods, in-| the Stadium or the Garden, have 
stead of coin. | been televised under sponsorship 
Now that tions are building | of Gillette Safety Razor. Fact that 
up a goodly stockpile of groceries, tele has now. been outlawed indi- 
etc. they plan to introduce give- jcnter that line of reasoning hasn't 
away programs in Mexico. (Continued on page 23) 
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be At the same time, the club's gen-| 


* Climaxing a long string of siuoke 
patente pointing up television's in- 
‘roads on radio, several top-spend- 
‘ing AM sponsors are currently de- 
;manding that their ad agencies get 
| them lower network radio rates for 
ithe new fall season, They base their 
‘claims on statistics revealing that a 
large share of the audience they 
once reached has now switched 
over to tele. 

Thus, despite the fact that radio 
billings are expected to top all pre- 
vious records this year, that long- 
anticipated time when radio takes 
a back seat to TV may be closer 


mit. Fact that tele is still a local 
proposition to date has confined the 
switch in budgets from radio to TV 
mostly to local spot. advertisers. 
Growing use of film or 


spanning network facilities, how- 
ever, has led the top national ad- 
vertisers to demand the rebate. 
(See story on TV film networks in 
the Television section. ) eye 
Although some top AM execs 
scoffed at the idea of bankrollers 
(Continued on page 34) 


Playing Down Air 
Star Hypos Film 


Cooiness of film patrons toward 
radio names appears to have been 
cinched beyond a doubt as result 
of United Artists’ experience in 
the past few weeks with the Henry © 
Morgan-starrer, “So This Is New 
York.” Reduction of Morgan’s bill- 
ing in the ads and the substitution 
of emphasis on the film’s comedy 
theme has Seemingly changed it 
from a near-flop to a b.o. sock. 

Pic hasn’t actually played 
enough dates with the new ad cam- 
paign to draw any hard-and-fast 
conclusions, but UA and Stanley 
'Kramer’s Screen Plays, Inc., which 
‘produced the film, are highly 
‘elated at the results Yo date. 
|They’re planning to continue the 
Morgan billing in the smallest type 
(Continued on page 55) 











RANK HOLDS BRITISH 
RECORD WITH 64 JOBS 


| ‘London, Aug. 24. 

British film chief J. Arthur Rank 
holds the record of multi-director- 
‘ships, with a total of 64 board room 
jobs. ; 

According to latest edition of 
Directory of Directors, Rank’s 64 
directorships include chairmanship 
of 19 companies, Interests, of 
course, are dominated by the film 
business, but extend to flour-mill- 
ing, insurance, publishing, insur- 
ance, radio and milk-bars. . 

Close behind Rank is his asso- 
ciate, Leslie William Farrow, char- 
tered accountant, whose 52 direc- 
torships include, apart from films, 
paper manu‘acturing and oil. 





than some network execs will ad- . 


recordings to expand tele from. 
coast-to-coast ahead of the nation- 


* 


TLY LEGITS © 


Rumblings Heard of TV's Inroads 
| TA PAY DEF On Radio; Latter Asks Rate Cuts 
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British Vande Is Bigtime Thanks To 


Yanks, Sez Swaffer: Star Invasion 
Has Been Like ‘A Long Olympics’ 


By HANNEN SWAFFER 
London, Aug. 24. 

Bigtime variety exists in London 
by kind permission of whatever 
American stars condeseend to top 
our bills. although the salaries paid 
them by the Palladium manage- 
ment are fabulous judged by Brit- 
ish standards. Most of them come 
here, bringing Lady Bountiful gifts 
of soap and chocolate, “just for the 
heliday,” to meet old friends or to 


fill in time between engagements | 


in Hollywood or on the air. 


They tell audiences that their 
earnings, after Sir Stafford Cripps 
has done with them, are “just 
ehicken-feed.”’ They bring their 
own gag writers and publicity ex- 
perts, and throw big parties, paid 
for by the Chancellor of the Ex- 
ehequer, to the press. 

They think so little of our best 
hotels that Mickey Rooney threw 
up his riverside suite at the Savoy 
because he felt ‘shut in.” But 
then he was used to the wide open 
spaces he had caused in the Palla- 
dium stalls. 

“So anti-American is London 
that no American artist stands any 
ehance there,” said Mickey, after 
a flop that was ali his own fault. 

A few days later, Danny Kaye 
was so excited over his firstnight 
triumph that he rushed off the 
stage saying, “How do I get natu- 
ralized?” That was the start of 


(Continued on page 22) 


Masquers Fete Sennett; 
Friars Honor Wynns 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Henored by 200 friends at a 
Masquers testimonial dinner last 
week (18), Mack Sennett revealed 
hew a couple of New York bookies 
originally set him up in business. 
The “Keystone Kop” impresario, 
now retired, said the bookies came 











' _ Paris Runaround | 


By BORRAH onemvenotiil 


Paris, Aug. 18. 


Jack Benny telling Alice Faye | 
when his present two-year contract | 


with Amer. Tob. is finished he’s 
reaily going to do the things he 
likes, i.e. radio, vaude, television, 


legit, and Friars Frolics. 
Jack Kapp really concerned over 
the fact that show biz teday hasn't 


got the sawdust cradles that pro-| 


duced the Cantors, Jolsons, Ber- 
lins, Crosbys and Bennys. Says 
U. S. is living off this reservoir 


and is beginning to run dry. 
mulling a new label for strictly 
new talent; claims you _ don’t 
scratch for material at 10 grand 
per week or write great songs on 
a $2,500 a week basis. Worried who 
the stars will be 10 years from now 
when younger personalities are 
needed to knock off the first 10. 
Kapp heard Richard Josef Inger 
and wondered why Decca slipped 
on him and Columbia grabbed. 

Rita Hayworth has reservations 
on three different boats sailing 
next week but as yet cannot be 
located. 

Benny Davis and Abner 
in from London. 
Martha Raye 

have struck Paris. 

Cliff Fischer here to 
all his treasures. 

Danny Winkler checking his con- 
tract with: Michele Morgan. 

There is as much excitement, 
gossip, fuss and intrigue around a 
Christian Dior or Jacques Fath 
style opening as there used to be 
a Ziegfeld opening 25 years ago. | 

With our B-29 boys back in Eng- | 
land the limeys are digging up the 
old line about them “overpaid, | 
oversexed and overhere-”’ 

Ingrid Bergman in from London 
for the weekend. 

Great Shewmanship 

There must be a master show- 
man that books Paris as though it | 
was a theatre. Look how he keeps | 


liquidate 


looking for a payeff on a $100 bet the show running right through 
on a losing nag but he talked them the summer to capacity (without 


into investing $2,500 in the Key- 4irconditioning). 


stone company. 


First “Paris in| 
the Spring” (6 weeks), the Grande 
Semaine fetes and galas, the 


After a run of bad luck and| Grand Prix racing week. the Inde- | 


broke again, Sennett 
another $2,500 from the bookies 


parade, and the ineident was 
lensed as a basis for a story idea. 
The footage went east and word 
came back: “That’s what we want. 
Million doliar stuff, no quickie pro- 
duction.” 

Outside the Masquer headquar- 
ters, six original “Keystone Kops” 
fave a typical Sennett testimonial 
by directing traffic. Sextet were 
Hank Mann, Chester and Hymie 
Conklin, Glenn Cavender, George 
Grey and Jimmy Finlayson. Head- 
ing the entertainers were Joe 
Frisco, Bob Hopkins, Jimmy 
©’Brien, Alan Carney and Larry 
Collins. 

Chief toastmaster was Chuck 
Reiser. A eulogy was given by 
Frank Fay, and tributes were 
voiced by Frank Capra, Hal Roach, 
Jesse Lasky, Harold Lloyd, Walter 
Catlett, 


Stevens, Charles Kempner 
quers prexy), 
Fred Niblo, Tay Garnett, 
Clyde and others. 


(Mas- 


Charles Coburn, | 
Andy | 


borrowed | 


| 
and transported his company to | circuses. 
Hollywood. Here, Sennett and his | town to the Riviera to make room 


“ ” i for the world’s greatest fashion 
kops” bumped into a 1 yagemaind 5 gg Ne py ae style | director has followed that course. | 





|duce her 


Richard Lane, Buster 
Keaton, Harry Rosenthal, George 


CHESTER MORRIS IN 


At the Friars the same evening, 


Ed and Keenan Wynn were hon- 
ered at the first father-and-son 
reast festival of the fraternity. 
George Jessel, Abbot, emceed the 
event, and Al Jolson topped the 
evening with four numbers, wind- 
ing up with “Brother, Can You 


Spare A Dime.” After talks by) 


beth Wynns, Lou Holtz spoke, and 


Frank Sinatra and Gene Kelly did. 


a scene from “Carousel.” George 


Burns and Buddy Clark also did 





‘tion as added attractions. 
‘should put boxoffices at the eight | 
| gates to the town and charge ad- | 


pendence week with all Paris a| 
stage for free dancing, shows and 
Then he empties the 





shows. That brings him to Sept. | 
5 when the “chic” season starts all | 
over again to capacity with the, 
Autemobile show and UN conven- | 
They | 


mission. 

Edith Piaf did a one-nighter at_ 

Chez Carrere especially to intro- | 

new male singer find | 
(who didn’t quite come off). She| 
invented this gimmick. 

The ole cry back again, “Do you | 
have a pull with any steamship 
line? I gotta get home.” 
The first 10 songs here haven't 
changed positions in two years. 

The croupiers at the Casinos 
handle 5,000 francs plaques as) 
theugh they were nickel chips, yet. 
a solid standard act has a tough | 
time getting ONE for a night. 
show. 


| 





FOR LONDON’S HIPP 


Chester Morris has been signed | 
to open at the Hippodrome, Lon- | 
don, in the fall. He’s being pre-| 
sented by British comic Sid Field, | 
under whose auspices he'll play) 
that house, and will follow with | 
four weeks in the provinces. 

While abroad, Morris may make | 
another film in the “Boston | 
Blackie” series for Columbia. 

Morris has frequently played | 


| 
| aes 


He’s | 


Silver | 


and Nick Condos | 
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322nd Week ! 
3313 Performances 
All-time long run record in 
the legitimate theatre. 
KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1948” 
E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 
And now in world-wide release 
“BILL AND COO” 


Ken Murray’s 
Academy Award Film 


Brit. Producers, 
Like Hollywood, 








Hollywood's concentration on 
original stories as one way of chop- 
ping production costs is currently 
being echoed By parallel action by 
British producers. The Anglo film- 
makers have’ turned heavily 
towards originals and “plays by 
comparatively unknown 
to duck the high cost of buying ma- 
terial from w.k. authors, according 
to David M&eDonald, British di- 
rector who is on the verge of com- 
pleting his fifth film stint for J. 


| Arthur Rank. 


Paralle! doesn’t go much further, 
however, MacDonald said. British 
economy efforts are far more com- 
plicated than those of Hallywood, 
MacDonald believes, because “we 
are hidebound by our unions.” In 
England, for instance, the unions 


won't permit work Saturdays and | 


their hours during weekdays are 
strictly limited from 8:30 a.m. to 
5:50 p.m. 

British producers are lagging 
on other cost-saving devices now 
being used here, MacDonald noted. 
While he insists upon intensive re- 


“They claim it’s not econemical,” 
Britisher said, ‘“‘but of course it is. 


I saved at least 10 days shooting | 


time in making ‘Christopher Col- 
(Continued on page 16) 


Gosch Asks $1,000,000 
In Second Libel Action 





On Town Hall Red Airer 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Second libel and slander suit to 


grow out of last year’s Town Hall « 


radio program on Communism in 
Hollywood was filed here by pro- 


ducer Martin A. Gosch. Listed as | 
defendants in the $1,000,000 action | 
are Lela Rogers, Sam Wood, Mor- | 


rie Ryskind, Robert Arthur, 
James K. McGuinness, Ayn 
Rand O'Connor, Frank O’Con- 
nor, Town Meeting and the ABC 
network, on which the program 
was aired. 

Papers filed by attorney Max 
Fink allege that Gosch was pre- | 
paring to produce Emmet Lav-| 
ery’s play, “A Gentleman From) 
Athens,” in New York when the | 
program held him up to hatred, 
ridicule and prejudice through 
false and malicious slander about 
him and about the play. 

Lavery, a participant in the 
Town Meeting airtr in question, | 
filed a $2,000,000 action against 





vaudeville in the U. S., with a,some of the same defendants last 


act. 


“SMASH 


IN NEW YORK 


January. 








newsstands 


HIT, 


writers” | 


| Frohlich’s Syndreme. Feminine appearance in the male. 


SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


. 
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eeeeeeeeeoeeees By Frank Scully ++++++oreseree+! 

Klink, Cal., Aug. 21. 

| Though it was not hot news for 10 years, the excommunicated Ex- 

| aminer recently discovered that any dope can become a licensed psy- 

| chologist in Los Angeles simply by paying a $12 fee. In fact, one of its 
| reporters bought such a license under an assumed name, and no one 

‘eould be more obviously doped than a Hearst reporter suffering from 

a MacArthur hangover. 

The reporter found te his feigned amazement that, among others, a 
tired bagslinger ‘tired of being picked up and fined) had got into the 
Juerative field of psychology ahead of him. He went to consult her 
‘about some phoney family trouble. She gave him the standard treat- 
|ment. At least that’s what he says. 

It shocked the Hearst high command into doing three stories expos- 
ing the racket. But nothing came of their exposures for the simple 
reason that it’s perfectly legal to practice psychology in L. A. if you 
buy a license. 

In fact I'm even practicing without one. This comes under the head 
of “Folie.” You'll find it in Seully’s Psychiatric Word Book under: 
Fables Test. A test based on the reading of a story to see if the lis- 

tener understands what it is intended to teach. Not to be con- 
fused with ‘“‘The House of the Seven Fables,” which is an affection- 
ate term story editors use when referring to M-G-M. 

Fabrication. Korsakow’s syndrome. Recital of imaginary events as 
true. Romancing. Picture business from A. to Z. 

Facial Nerve. Seventh cranial. Supplies motion to face. #Receives 
taste from rear of tongue. Equity test establishes degree of taste. 
No taste sends the actor to Hollywood. 

Facies. Certain acquired patterns of facial activity used as social and 
language mechanisms. 
and personality. In brief, mugging. 

Faeter Theories. Based on statistical findings which seek to explain 

intelligence. Boxoffice grosses of “The Outlaw” and “The Lost 

Battalion” to prove that the nation’s I.Q. is improving. 

Line of activity pursued with undue zeal. (1) Stars who go to 
restaurants where other stars go and rave over hamburgers they 
wouldn't even feed their dogs at home; (2) the Crosby shirts; (3) 
The Hopper hats; (4) Mona Freeman moans. 

The healing of disease by the patient's mental attitude 
alone. What Nathan calls “the triumph of sugar over diabetes.” 
Exhibitors who believe a sick picture can be cured by putting the 
word “love” in the title, or a picket line in front of the house. 

Fame. A widely disseminated opinion or rumor. In German it’s called 
Ruhm, which is practically the same word as the French rhume. 
That's a cold in the head. In Hollywood the name of a trade paper. 

Fashion. A custom which develops rather quickly and disappears in 
time. Dresses vacillating between the knee and the ankle. In 
psychiatry the particular craze of the moment and the particular 
cure of the year; i.e. insulin-shock treatment for split personalities, 
calling people unAmerican because they talk like Jefferson, Lin- 
coln or Roosevelt. In the Hopper syndrome. 

Fastidium. Loathing for food. Common to stars whose options have 
been dropped because of overeating. 
Fatigue-Nerve. Neurasthenia. Excessive stimulation which results in 
turning neurons into morons. Flappers who wake up screaming 

for Same Spade. 

Feigned Fastium. English actors who choke while drinking tea be- 
cause some teen-ager is dunking a doughnut. In the Society Drama 
syndrome. 

Faxensyndrome. Bleuler’s term for a clowning psychosis. Suggests 
malingering but is actually disassociated from rest of the persen- 
ality. Cause of sequels. Hope-Crosby-“Road” pictures, Laurel 
and Hardy frustrations, Fibber McGee's closet, Jack Benny’s thrift- 
complex. 

| Festinagien. Quick-walking gait. Associated with Sennett’s syndrome 

and silent pictures generally. Paris waiters when competing in a 

race with full trays along the boulevards. 

Fiction. An imagined condition contrary to reality. 
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Fad. 


The make-believe 
of a neurotic by which a simulated condition is utilized to com- 


| hearsals before shooting, no theese | mand the world about him. Longterm producers talking to free- 


lance writers, actors, directors. 


In the Zanuck syndrome. 
| Film. In medicine, a thin skin. 


In pietures, a thin medicine. 


| Fixation. An arrest or attachment of one of the component impulses 
of the libido. Producers who pick classical subjects for their 
nudity. In the Salome syndrome. 


| Flicker Phenomenon. A rapid periodic change perceived in a visual 
impression. The critical flicker frequency is about 30 cycles a 

| second. If slower the person is destined to buy his tickets instead 
of getting in on passes. 

Folie. French for psychosis or mania. 

“Ziegfeld’s Psychoses.” 

Folie Du Deute. Obsessive scruples and anxious doubis. Hairsplitting 
distinctions continually revised and restated. Directors who can’t 

make up their minds whether a dull picture should have a happy 
or sad ending. Critics who lambast them either way. 

Formication. _No, not that. The “m” makes all the difference. It's 
a psychotic symptom as if ants were crawling all over you. Also 
called Location Syndrome and Picnic Disease. 

Free Association. Trains of thought which arise when all restraints 
are removed. Communist viewing of Freedom Train. Opposite 
is “controlled associations” which function under dictatorship, cen- 
sorships, loyalty tests, witchhunting, legislative committees. 

Freud. Originator of psychoanalysis. Saw sex in even a Vienna roll. 
Said a dozen of them was simply sex of one and a half dozen of 
the other. Father of scores of Hollywood pictures, American novels 
and wolf cries. Saw sex in everything from a walking stick (male) 
to an umbrella stand (female). Died in London at a ripe old age 
with no more repressed desires, compulsions, neuroses, oedipus 
complexes or unfulfilled wish-fulfillments than when he was born. 

; a Related to 
diseases of the pituitary. Also called West End Swish. Hollywood 
Rash, etc. 

Fugue. Disturbance of consciousness related to dual personality. Jay- 
walkers who think they're driving and, when they get clipped ex- 
plain “My mind was in a fugue.” 

Fanctional Psychosis. Mental disorder formulated in behavior terms 
without reference to physiological factors. People who ask you 
questions in restaurants and keep looking around for someone else 
while you answer. Table heppers. iz 

Fusion. Combination of two or more stimuli which produce a singlé 
unanalyzed sensation. Sight of a girl in a low-cut gown bending 
down to examine a run in her stocking. Sam Wood reciting the 


Thus they would translate it, 











New York's dominant evening newspaper is a sell-out at the 


. . + clicks with 700,00 families every day — and on 


Sunday, the Journal-American reaches mere than a million 
families in the city and 


alone. 








Popularity believed to indicate character 
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Mutually ‘Unhappy’ 


And B.0., Korda-20th Deal Looks Foldo FINALLY (OES T 


Over Distribution 





Continuing deterioration of rela-+ 
tions between 20th-Fox and Sir 
Alexander Korda is about to cause 
sharp and definite split shortly in 
their tieup, it was léarned yester- 
day (Tuesday). That would mean 
the end of distribution by 20th of | 
Korda product in the U. S., Can- 
ada, Seuth Africa, Australia, New 
Zealand and Tasmania. 

Dissatisfaction with the setup by 
both parties is leading inexorably 
to a break. Korda is completely 
unhappy with the distribution be- 
ing given his pictures, while 20th 
is displeased with their poor b.o. 
power in the U. S. and the trouble 
it has had distributing them, par- 
tially due to the boycott on British 
product by the Sons of Liberty. 

What may be the final straw in | 
the relationship was the blast made | 
in last week’s VarRIETY by Korda’s 
U. S. rep, and echoed by Korda in 
London over the weekend, that 
American distribs are “encourag- 
ing” the boycott as “subconscious 
retaliation” for restrictions on 
their pix in England. Officials of 
20th were incensed at the charge 
and sent a letter to Helprin Mon- 
day (23) demanding a retraction. 

It was thought likely a few 
weeks ago that the U. S. distribu- 
tion arrangement by which Fox 
handles Korda pix on a percentage 
arrangement might be called off, 
but that 20th would go on buying 
Korda pix outright with its frozen 
British funds for release in the 
U. S. Even that now appears un- 


(Continued on page 18) 








Joan Leslie Counsel 
Charges Cal. Lobbying 


On Pact Fight Vs. WB 


Washington, Aug. 24. 

Counsel for screen actress Joan 
Leslie charged last Thursday (19) 
that .the California Legislature 
rushed through a bill specifically 
designed to cut the ground from 
under her long drawn-out contract 
fight with Warners. 

Statement was contained in a 
petition to the U. S. Supreme 
Court, asking that tribunal to hear 
an appeal in the case. The brief, 
accompanying the petition, de- 
clares bluntly that the legislators 
were subtly influenced by picture 
industry lobbyists and amended 
the California laws affecting the 
rights of minors to void their con- 
tracts. 

Miss Leslie signed with WB at 
17 and stepped out of her contract 
at 21. She beat the Warner com- 
plaint in two lower courts in Cali- 
fornia but lost out in the State Su- 
preme Court. Prior to the Supreme 
Court action, the Legislature 
amended the law on minors to re- 
strict sharply the rights of three 
groups to void their contracts. 

The Federal Supreme Court will 
probably decide in October or 
early November whether it will en- 
ter this case 


FRANK McCARTHY EXITS 
MPAA TO AIDE ZANUCK 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Frank McCarthy’s resignation 
from the TIotion Picture Assn. of 
America is to join 20th-Fox as exec 
assistant to production chief Dar- 
ryl F. Zanuck. He reports at the 
studio next Jan.* 11. 

Zanuck made the deal with Mc- 
Carthy recently when he was in 
Paris, where McCarthy headquar- 
ters as. Continental rep of the 
MPAA. In his new job he will 
take over the former duties of Gen- 
eral Lyman Munson, now in charge 
of London studios for 20th. Full 
announcement is expected to be 
made when Zanuck returns to the 
studio from Europe next month. 

McCarthy has been with the 
MPAA for about 242 years. During 
the war te was aide to General 
George C. Marshall and later was 
an assistant Secretary of State. He 
was also for a short period, in 
1940-41, a press agent on the road 
for George Abbott’s “Brother Rat.” 
He is 36 years old. 








Anyway, It Seems Big 

Whiie iim business in for- 
eign lands has dwindled, along 
with domestic, from last year’s 
figures, one country § alone> 
shows a tremendous hoist in 
grosses. The land in question 
is China, where Yank distribs 
are now grossing 2,500% more 
than in 1947. In dollars and 
cents, the gross take has in- 
increased $480,000,000,000 
since last year. 

There’s only one trouble, 
foreign dept. staffers say. The 
dollars are Chinese and the 
big gain in biz is strictly in- 
flation, not more customers. 








‘ground 


Korda-20th Execs 


Steam Anew Over : 
Boycott’ Charge : 


Feud erupted publicly this week | 
between 20th-Fox sales chief Andy | 
W. Smith, Jr., and Morris Helprin, 
veepee of London Film Produc- 
tions, Sir Alexander Korda’s U. S. 
subsid. It’s the direct -result of | 
Helprin’s sizzling charge, last week, 
that major American distributors | 


are “submitting to and collaborat- | 


ing’ in the current boycott against 
British films in this country. 


Twentieth, which distributes 


Korda’s product in the U. S., was | 
drawn directly into Helprin’s blast | 
with the charge that it had decided, | 


in conjunction with RKO, to can- 
cel a booking of Korda’s “Ideal . 
Husband” on the RKO circuit in| 
N. Y. Smith, in a letter sent to, 
Helprin yesterday (Tues.), vehe-| 
mently denied 20th was respon- 
sible for the cancellation. He de- 
clared Helprin himself had _ re- 
quested the cancellation in a phone 
conversation with Smith and that 
Helprin had agreed to take “full 
responsibility” for the move with 
Korda. 

Helprin, answering Smith's let- 
ter the same day, tossed the hot 
petato back into the. 20th chief’s 
lap, declaring “exactly the opposite 

(Continued on page 16) 





TV’s Faster Coverage 
Forcing Newsreels 
Into Magazine Pattern 





now taking on a new format with | 
repercussions from television 
sparking the change. Since the. 
company feels it can’t meet video’s 
newsreel competition on spot news, 
Par’s bi-weekly issues henceforth | 
will receive “more and more edi- | 
torial treatment,” according to a | 
company spokesman. In effect, 
Par is now swinging into a maga- | 
zine-type of reel. 
that this may set a pattern for the | 
other four reels. 


Change has been gradual but | 
definite in accordance with long- 
range plans of the company. Last 
weekend's issue, for instance, had 
five subjects of which two were 
given the editorial approach while | 
the other three were given less | 
than usual footage. | 


Treating both the National Youth | 
Month drive and Communism in |! 
this manner, Par included back- 
shots, story-behind-the- 
story angles, and estimate of/the 
significance of the events involved. | 
Result of the plan is expected to. 
be a decrease in subjects covered 
and a boost in footage on those 
handled. 


Soap box derbies, ship stuff fea-— 
turing cheesecake, and other light- | 
weight material is going to be jet- 
tisoned in favor of three-dimen- | 
sionai treatment of the big news, 
it’s said. Ultimately, reel will be 
entirely in the magazine tradition. 


| 


|“Date with Judy” (M-G), 
‘the biggest coin and make fine to 
Not far behind, | 





| 
} 
| 
|in running time of pictures io 
lower production costs and boost 
|rentais is finally beginning to pan 
A-budgeted films 
weeks reveals only 
run over 100 minutes, which is be- 
lieved to represent a_ significant 
break from the average 110-130 
minutes similar pictures ran last 
year. 

Suggestion that producers would 
| be wise to trim footage’on their 
features was first broached as long 
as two years ago. 





ia shorter shooting schedule with a 
|resultant cut in production costs, 


it was also pointed out that ex-| 


| hibitors would be able to achieve 
'a much greater customer turnover 
|on pix with shorter running times. 
| Many producers at the time scoffed | 
at the idea on the claim that their 
Poe Bice integrity” required them | 
» make each film as long as it took | 
i tell the story adequately. That | 
artistic integrity, according to one} 
| industry spokesman, has apparent-| 
ly given way to economy. 
Two recent films running over | 
| 100 minutes are both indie produc- | 
| tions—Leo McCarey’s “Good Sam” 
|at 114 minutes, being released by | 
, RKO, and Howard Hawks’ “Red | 
River,” a United Artists release. 
| Indies, without the hot breath of 
|major studio production chiefs on 


(Continued on page 18) 





Not ‘Pompous,’ Just 
‘Determined and Firm, 
Says Judge Jackson 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Not his ‘“pomposity,” but his | 
“determination and firmness’ in | 
administration of the industry’s 
production code was the reason 
why certain Hollywood execs re- 
cently prevailed upon Eric John- 
ston to transfer him out of his post 
as aide to Joseph I. Breen, Judge 


Stephen S. Jackson declared this | 
week. It was an open Hollywood | 


secret, when the Motion Picture | 
Assn. of America prexy recently | 
announced the shift of Jackson to | 
New York, that industryites ob- 
jected to him because he was “too 
pompous.” 


Asserting he knew the charge | 


(Continued on page 23) 


All that talk about a reduntion | 


‘out. Random scanning of 11 top, 
reviewed in> 
| Variety during the last several | 
two of them 


Besides the fact | 
| that a shorter film would make for | 








Dog: Indie Produces Sue 
Detroit Theatres as Monopolistic 


+ Detroit, Aug. 24. 
In a case-of man-biting-dog, the 
Society of Independent Motion 
Picture Producers and eight big- 
‘name producers reversed the pic- 
| ture yesterday (Tues.) by filing an 
| $8,750,000 treble-damage action in 
the Federal district court here de- 
| manding dissolution of United 
mot about the former “having | Detroit theatres, Paramount affili- 
the only producer-chauffeur _ate, and Cooperative Theatres of 
contract in Hollywood.” | Michigan a buying combine of 125 
Now that Goldstein has _ | indie houses. Suit is the first legal 








When You're a Hit! 

Producer Leonard Gold- 
stein’s penchant for picking up 
Universal-International board 
chairman Leo Spitz en route to 
the studio some time ago 
created the Hollywood bon 


clicked with “Feudin’, Fus- | outbreak of a running battle be- 
sin’,” the $460,000-budgeter |tween SIMPP and buying combos, 
doing top business, Nunnally | and the first instance of a producer 


Johnson—himself a recent cas- 
ualty of Universal conservation 
—wired his ex-home lot, ‘‘Un- 
der those circumstances, I hear 
Spitz is NOW chauffering 
Leonard to the studio.” 


U in Good Cash 


Position Because 


| suing exhibs on anti-trust charges. 

Similar litigation pushed by 
|SIMPP may be taken in. other 
“tight” situations, it has been in- 
| dicated. Understood it will depend 
on whether the current test action 
| brings a loosening of bookings else- 
| where. Detroit was chosen because 
SIMPP felt it presented a strong 
case. Organization claims particu- 
lar difficulties in the south among 
/both Paramount affiliates and 
| indies. 

Action aired sensational charges 
of claimed collaboration between 
the defendants to clamp a monopo- 











| . 
Of Its Reserves isis", pissing ot pix in 


| charged the two with together con- 
(Continued on page 23) 














Unusually large working capital | 
| that Universal piled up in the past | 
| half-dozen years is said in financial | 
_ circles familiar with the company’s US. Mulls Theatrical 
fiscal standing to have put it in | : 
a good position’ currently. Despite Distrib of 7-Reeler 
jan adverse year in disappointing , 
'b.o. showings by expensive pic- id 
tures, U is said to be in a very Of Nuremberg Trials 
stable financial condition as result| U. S. War Dept. top brass are 
| of the $34,000,000 in working cap- now glimmering the’ finally-com- 
| ital which it reported available in | pleted film of the Nuremberg 
|its last financial statement. trials, American version, te decide 
In addition, U still has available 
| to it $3,000,000 in credit from a 
trio of banks on the $15,000,000 
‘loan it set up May 1, 1947. U's 
last draw on that credit was $1,- 
000,000 which it took July 31 with 
the avowed purpose of supplement- 
ing the company’s general funds. 
That gives U a total indebted- 
ness to the three banks of $10,- 
(Continued on page 18) 
Sam Katz Settles Pact 
Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Sam Katz has effected a settle- 
‘ment of his Metro pact, which still 
had five years to run. He checks 
out March 1. 
Other Metro executive letouts 
impend. 


Pe 





National Boxoffice Survey 


Paramount’s newsreel issues are | New Product, Rain Cheer Exhibs — ‘Judy,’ ‘Walls,’ 
‘Paradine,’ ‘Largo,’ ‘Parade,’ A.&C. Best Bets 


With distributors starting to un- 


‘veil some of their stronger product | 
| to take in Labor Day weekend and 


rainy weather in many keys, na- 


tional boxoffice picture shapes_ 
brisk this stanza. 
cities covered by VARIETY reported 


league baseball races was cutting 
in, especially where night games or 
doubleheaders were played. 
Moving up‘ into top position is— 
to take 


smash showings. 
‘in second place, is “Walls of 
Jericho” (20th) although not going 
so big in‘a few spots. Third money | 
goes to “Paradine Case” (SRO), 
,which checks in with the greatest | 
number of dates for a single week | 
thus far. oe 


Fourth slot was taken over by) 
| ‘Key Largo” (WB), 


now holdover 
or moveover in many keys. “Easter 
Parade” (M-G) slipped down to 
fifth for the same reason. 
“Abbott-Costello Meet Franken- | 
'stein” (U) moved up into sixth 
position on basis of marked 
strength in every spot it’s playing 
this round. “Life With Father” 
(WB), which is on spotty side, 
wound up seventh. “Canon City” 
(EL) again is racking up big coin 
,to land eighth money while “Re- 





Several key | 


‘turn of Bad Men” (RKO) was ninth 
place winner. j 
Best runner-up films are “Babe 
Ruth Story” (Mono), “Blandings | 
Dream House” (SRO) and “Foreign | 
Affair’ (Par). 





“Tap Roots” (U) shapes as one 
of the best newcomers, being. 


It is expected |that interest in the close major leader in two cities and smash in | 


a third. Also just getting started - 
are “Lady in Ermine” (20th) and | 
“Velvet Touch” (RKO). Both look | 
uneven this round, with ensuing | 
playdates expected to tell better | 
how they will shape up nationally. 

“Pitfall” (UA) looks like a comer | | 
on basis of initial two playdates, | 
| being credited with great week in 
San Francisco and is strong in N. Y. | 
“Race Street” (RKO) is not strong | 
on preem N. Y. date. “Hamlet” | 
(U) is near-capacity on its Boston 
' world preem. 

“Gallant Legion” (Rep), good in 
L. A., shapes sturdy in Seattle. 
“Raw Deal” (EL) looks big in Chi- 
cago. Same is true of “Time of) 
| Life’ (UA) in Detroit. “Black. 
'Arrow” (Col) is pacing mild we 
falo with fancy returns. 

“On Merry Way” (UA) is sock in | 
Portland, Ore. “Evil My Love” 


(Par) is on mild side excepting in 
Detroit where good 
frame. ’ 

(Complete Boxoffice Returns on 
Pages 12-13.) 


in second 


whether to seek commercial dis- 
tribution of the picture through 
one of the major companies. That 
decision is expected within the 
next few days with the determining 
factor whether its b.o. pull is 
broad enough to warrant theatrical 
release, 

Completed version of the seven- 


reel opus was flown from Germany © 


(Continued on page 16) 
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Boycott Group Claims Added Allies” | 
‘In Extending Anti-British Pix Dri 





films shown in the U. S., stemming 
mainly from the hot question of 
British policy in Palestine, stirred 
ynore troubled waters this week as 
a number of Irish organizations re- 
rtedly joined the movement. 
of these, it was said, Irish Re- 
publican Prisoners’ Release Assn. 
and United Irish Counties supplied 
some of the pickets patrolling the 
Astor theatre, Boston, wien J. Ar- 
ther Rank’s ““Hamiet” opened last 
week. 

Simultanecusly, the onslaught 
brought on other repercussions, in- 
eluding a move by a number of 
New York exhibs to call a confer- 
ence of theatre men on the prob- 


Boycott action against British¢- 


|CBS Not Postponing lis 
| Documentary on Pix Biz 


Columbia Broadcasting System 
| denied this week trade reports that 


it was “pastponing indefinitely”’ its | 


|planned one-hour documentary 
jradio show on the film industry. 
| Werner Michel, in charge of the 
CBS doeumentary-unit, said that 
| the show has been mereiy pushed 
back for a few weeks to allow in- 
clusion in the script of new ma- 
terial recently acquired. 

| Hollywood study was originally 
/set for airing Sept. 21. According 
_to Michel it will now be held until 
|early October. 





Jem. The huddle would be t@ set | 
the rules as to exactly “what is a ii Bi Pp } } 
"mNY.C 
ek eWe 


British picture” subject to picket- 
Universal's 


ing and what is not. 

More drastic action shaped up as | 
the Sons of Liberty, non-sectarian | 
outfit plugging the boycott, dis- | 
closed it was now considering an | 
attack against all pix, Hollywood- | 
made or British, distributed by! William A. Seully. 
Universal. Group is currently | distribution veepee, is meeting the 
awaiting an answer from U to a boycott movement against British 
letter sent on the subject. U has | pix head-on in a direct refusal to 
been singled out because Rank is| withdraw J. Arthur Rank’s ‘“Ham- 
one of its largest stockholders. |let’” from ecireulation. Without re- 


Various Irish groups have been ferring to the buy-no-British cam-| 


invited to join the boycott, accord- | paign directly, 
ing to Professor Johan Smertenko, yesterday (Tues.) that “the tre- 
acting chairman of Sons. Several|mendous public interest already 
have already consented to place | demonstrated in ‘Hamlet’ will be 


Seully declared 


reps on the directorate of Sons, he |} the guiding factor in the release | 


added. He “expects” these organ-| plans for this roadshow.” 


trations to join future picket Imes. | “The tremendous business in 


Smertenko is a former teacher | Boston at the American premiere 
of English literature at Hunter Col- | of ‘Hamlet’ together with the un-| 


lege and a lecturer on that subject. | precedented enthusiasm expressed 
(Continued on page 24) | by the reviewers—particularly the 
‘ |Page one review in the Boston 
SAM COSLOW FIRST 1} A Herald-—proves that the only factor 
| this much heralded attraction is the 
INDIE TO SELL T0 16M enthusiasm the public has for good 

' pietures.”” ; 

Indie producer Sam Coslow this| Eagle Lion, co-distributor with 
week became the first of the indies| U of Rank’s pix in the U. S., has 
releasing through United Artists to also taken a similar stand. EL has 
enter the 16m business. Coslow as- | mo intention of holding back on 
signed worldwide 16m distribution Rank’s films, William J. Heineman, 
rights to Astor Pictures, N. Y. in- | company’s distribution veepee, told 
die releasing firm, on his “Copaca-| VAmiety last week. He corrected 
bana,” with the deal starting next | am impression given recently that 
May in line with UA’s standard! EL would wait until the storm 
contract, which requires a two-year | blows over. 


wait after the film’s original re-| ‘“Blanehe Fury,” one of EL’s 
‘Jease before it can go out in 16m Rank releases. would go to the 





to be considered in the release of | 


U-l Sues Deanna 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

| Swit te recover $87,083.23 from 
|Deanna Durbin was filed by U-I 
‘in superior court here. 

| Studio said the money wis owed 
over a period of two years, ex- 
plaining that the dispute arose 
‘over fuads paid the actress while 
i she was on leave ef absence. 

Suit is said to be technical, for 
studio protection under statute of 
limitations. Actress has still a year 
to go at U-I. 





“20th’s 6-Month Statement 
A Switch: Much Economy 
Achieved on Eastern End 


While economy talk in the in- 
dustry has centered on the pro- 
duction end, the other two wings 
of the film business have under- 
gone the more vital paring of costs. 
That’s the surprising disclosure 
made in the 20th-Fox half-year 
profits report which showed a net 
ot $6,894,659 for the period ended 
June 26 against $8,401,778 turned 
in last year. 

Seme $4,291,363, or two-thirds 
of the company’s entire net, was 
knocked off film distribution, the- 
atre operations and administrative 
expenses on a comparison with the 
same 26 weeks of 1947. At the 
same time, amertization of film 
costs were different by only a 
shade with $26,026,229 absorbed 
this year against $25,753,837 in 
‘47. 

In the important bracket of 
, operational costs—referring both 
to distribution and exhibition— 
2th planked out only $44,172,178 
for this halkf-semester against 
$48,463.541 im 1947. With those 
savings, company was able to show 
'a@ boost in the second-quarter net 
i}whieh totalled $3,967,817 against 
| $2.504.175 im the previous year’s 
| comparative stretch. | 

Added reason for 20th’s gain in 
the second quarter was the fact 
that the company was able to boost : 
its gross by slicing rentals on a 
number of films, it’s understood. 
Outfit had met strong exhib re- 
sistance early in the year on some 
50° pix and later eut the asking 
price to 40%. 

Gross on film rentals and theatre 
| receipts slipped te $82,660,467 in| 
the first 26 weeks of “48 against | 
| $89,631,283 in '47. Total gross, in- | 
_eluding rents from tenants and. 
_ other income, toted to $90,216,305 | 
_ for the current period compared to | 


Wanger’s Plug for British Prod. 


There were plenty ef raised eyebrows and not a little profane 
comment in the industry last week on the interview with Walter 


} 
} 
; 


Wanger which appeared in the 


shocker was the quoting of the producer as “recommending that 
Hollywood finance the expansion of British motion picture studios 


with American dollars.” Most U. 


thought of helping to build up a source of product which has most 
definitely become competitive with Hollywood in the world market. 

Main purport of Wanger’s interview, which also got some ask- 
ance looks, was the suggestion that bankers and Wall Streeters are 
needed by the industry to get it out of its present difficulties 
“We in the motion picture industry,” Wanger was quoted 
as saying, “have made many mistakes in handling our European, 


| abroad. 


develop our foreign market, 


investments so that our indusiry 


Wanger specifically suggested Alex Ardrey, v.p. of the Bankers 
Trust Co., N. ¥., who handles film loans, as an impartial arbitrator 


to settle the Anglo-American film 


wondering exactly how you go about convincing the British to 
arbitrate what they feel the economic situation and dollar shortage 


has made no arbitrable situation. 


Asiatic and our other foreign markets. 
help us deal with governments that 
are hampering our trade, help us to expand our production and 


Wall Street Journal. Principal 


S. industryites sizzle at the very 


Wall Street could help us 





becomes worldwide in scope.” 


dispute. Most industryites were 
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Par Renews Its Program to Buy 
Back More Stock on Open Market 


+ 





Atlas Unloading? 


Wall Street followers of film 
stocks are wondering if the 
action of Atias in lightening 
its holdings of motion picture 
shares is a sign of further 
weakening of interest in these 
amusement issues. Besides 
selling its RKO common stock 
in the first six months this 
year, Atlas also cut down the 
number of Parameunt shares 
in its portfolio. 

Report shows that as of June 
30, Atlas held only 50,000 Par 
shares with a market value of 
abeut $1,100,000 as eompared 
with holdings of 70,500 com- 
mon shares at the close of 1947. 
These shares had a value of 
$1,515,750. As compared with 
a year ago, this Atlas’ lighten- 
ing of holdings in Paramount 
more than halved its financial 
stake in the film company. 
On June 30 last year, Atlas 
owned 93.000 Par shares with 
a value of $2,429,000. 


Par Chopping Its 











| launched a renewal of its tremen- 


announced by Barney 
company prexy, and now first be- 
ing carried out. His plan is to re- 


mdvance in his cut on the 16m 
rights, since the deal was made so 
far in advance of its taking effect. 





its own, Astor plans to lease the 


With no 16m distribution setup of | 


The market is not ripe for this film, 
Heineman explained, since adver- 
tising has not been set. 

As for “Hamlet,” Seully said that 
hundreds of telephone inquiries 


Board also ordered quarterly divvy 000 has now been whittled te $5,- 
of $1.12%4 per share to holders of °90.000. Company is planning te 
| prior preferred stock and 37%4c. | "etire this. loan— its sole indebted- 


per share on outstanding converti- "€SS—Within a year by the . 
re 


ble preferred. Former will be Ment of $500,000 monthly. 
paid Sept. 15 to stockholders of | P@yYment of $500,000, in accordance 


} 


| 


film in this country to film libraries | W¢Te made asking when tickets 
and will sell states rights to Sore | would be on sale following an- 
ion distribs. : /nouncement that the pie would 
elgn open at the Park Avenue theatre 

(N. Y.), Sept. 29. “Therefore,” he | 


Brit. Goods (Seotch, Etc.), “eclared. “Universal will arrange | 
for the exhibition of ‘Hamlet’ with 
Increased U.S. Exports a policy which is consistent with 
Import of most British products | *his public enthusiasm and desire | 
{nto the U.S. has inereased steadily | ‘0 see the picture.” 
during the last year: indicating that | U's defi of the Sons of Liberty, 
the Palestine situation, which ied OUP backing the boycott, may 
te an attempted boycott of British | on an extension by the outfit 
pictures in this country, hasn’t af- ©f the buying-ban to all of the 
fected such commodities as Scotch ©O™Pany’s films. Group is now 
whiskey, British ears, etc. | mulling the move. 








b 


record Sept. 1. Helders of con- 


their melon Sept. 25. 





CANTOR’S 12-CITY TOUR. 
FOR OVERSEAS KIDS 
Eddie Cantor is doing some dates | 
at fairs this Thursday-through-Sun- 
day in Erie and Reading, Pa., un- 
der a special booking set up by 
the Willian Morris office, and then 
goes on a series of 12 key-city 


with that poliey, was made Juby 31, | 


_vertible as of Sept. 3 will receive it has been learned. 


As the books now stand, Par 
owes $2,200,000 to the First Na- 
tional Bank of Chicago; $1,760,- 
000 to the Manufacturers Trust 
Co.: and $1,540,000 to the Bankers | 
Trust Co. Loan was contracted 
June 25. 1947 when the British | 
crisis threatened the company’s 
liquid status but healthy domestic | 
profits and studio economies have | 
removed the pinch on dollars in | 
the bank. . 
installment consisted of | 
$200.000 to First National: $160,000 | 


York-datelined story, last week | 
quoted H. L. Lourie, exee veepee | 
of the National Alcoholic Beverage | 
Importers Assn., as saying that 
Seotch drinkers are igmoring the 
boycott completely. According to 
Lourie, Americans paid taxes on 
33,980,000 bottles of Scotch in the 
first six months of 1947, but the 
figure rose to 17,088,000 bottles 
during the same period this year. 
Lourie declared that certain groups | 
in the U. S. had tried to convinee | 
importers not to handle British | 
goods, but claimed the boycott was 
dying a natural death. 
British Information 


British sales were at a record peak 
im the U. S. currently and that ex- 
ports of British-made products te 
the U. S. now pay for one-third of 
British imports from this country. 
Only one-fifth of Britain’s imports 
from the U. S. were covered by her 


FF 





London Daily Express, in a New | ‘Macbeth,’ 3d Shal e 
Film, Due for Hub Preem 


Boston, Aug. 24. 

Orson Welles’ version of “Mac- 
beth” for Republic is slated for 
American premiere in the Hub next 
October. Film was figured to move 
into the Esquire. only hitch being 
that Theatre Guild is supposed to 
have prior rights on the house in 
the event biz on “Hamlet,” cur- 
rently a hit at the downtown Astor, 
drops off enough to make the move 
uptown necessary. 

In view of the Hub’s receptivity 


weeks at the Esquire. and “Ham- 
tet.” which should easily do 18 


for “Macbeth’ would make a neat 
Shakespearean pariey. Prevalence 
of schools and colleges (at least a 
dozen top-ranking colleges within 
20 miles of downtown Boston), adds 











personals on behalf of the United 
Sowtats Appeal for Overseas Chil- to Manufacturers, and $140,000 to 


dren’s Relief. The cemedian found Bankers. Notes call for 1}2% in- | 


such stimulating results first-hand ‘terest to maturity and 3°¢ there- 
from the UJA’s succor for Dis @fter. 


t 
' 
' 





‘placed Persons that he plans to 
re-intensify his already w.k. en- 
thusiasm fer the Work. f 

Cantor and his wife. who got 
back frem abroad last week. had 
shifted their tour from the Scan- 
dinavian countries to take in Paris. 
It was for personal reasons (having | 
found the Norse countries duller 
than popularly believed) and also 
,to see the DP rehabilitation camps 
.in France. He returns to Holly- 


Service to Shakespearean films, as proved wood in two weeks. 
meanwhile, reported last week that both by “Henry V,” which got 36| Cantor’s show business commit- 


‘ments include the “Cantor Story,” 
-at Warner Bros., which Leu Edel- 


| weeks, this third American preem man will rew produce; plus the 








Nestier Buys Theatre 
Harry Nestler. former exec with | 
Interbero cirevit, has purchased ! 
Florence theatre, Florence. N. J.| 
Seller is Martin Fishbein, now re- 
tiring. Berk & Krumgold agented. 


N. Y, to L. A. 


Wallace Beery 
Allen Boretz 
Melvyn Douglas } 
Alice Faye 
Irving Fein 
Joe Glaser 
Phil Harris 
George Jesse! 
Mort Lewis 
Nola I,uxford 
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In a first step towards shrinking 
its outstanding capitalization be- 
eause of the Government's anti- 
trust suit, Paramount has now 





dous stock-purchasing pregram. 


, Company purehased 31,000 shares 


of its own common stock in July 
to bring the total of shares held in 
its treasury to a high ef 611.133. 
Renewed buying campaign comes 


| after a lull of several months in 
|whieh Par. bought little if any 
stoek. 


Par now holds approximately 
$13,500,000 worth of its ewn stock 
at current market prices. If a court 


decision im the anti-trust aetion 


brings on partial or complete di- 
vorcement, this stock and addition- 
al quantities to be purchased in 
the interim will undoubtedly be 
retired under the company’s pres- 
ent plans. 

New wave of buying by Par is 
in conformance with the propos: 
Balaban, 


(Continued on page 24) 


L. A. to N. Y. 
John Bertero 
Daniel B'um 
George Bowser 





form. theatres in October while “Olym- $96,096,871 last year. $10 O00 On Loan Jehn Cromwell 
Deal between UA and all its pic Games” is set to open at the; Equivalent per share earnings 3 b ye ig cana 

indie producers gives either party | Gotham (N. Y.), Sept. 3. Heimeman | came to $2.37 against 1947's $2.91. thy: = rne 

an option to make a deal for 16m | disclosed. Rumors that RL would Quarterly dividend of 50c. per _Ofisinal loam of $10,000.00 Roy Disney 

distribution. It’s believed Coslow, | Pull in its horns were derived from! share on outstanding common has Which Peramount obtained from) Dale Evans 

in need of financing for future pro- the fact that the company is de- been declared payable Sept. 25 to ‘three banks last year on an au- Philip Gerard 

ductions, tied in with Astor for an | laying release of “Oliver Twist.” stockholders of record Sept. 3. ‘horized indebtedness of $25,000,- | Joe Glaser 


Robert Goldstein 

Mitchell Hamilburg 

Al Horwits 

Rochelle Hudson 

William B. Katzell 

Jack Oakie 

Tom Page 

Eleanor Pinkham 

Carroll Richter 4 
Roy Rogers 4 
Al Rosen 
George “idney 

Sel C. Siegel 

Charles Simonelli 

Charles P. Skouras 

Diek Spier 

Rise Stevens 

Mike Vallon 

Corn? Wilde 


Foy Willing 


N. Y. to Europe 
George Bloch-Simon 
Donald Crisp 
Graham Greene F, 
Jean Hellmann 5 
Howard Hawks 
Laudy Lawrence 
Charlies Lederer 
llya Lepert 
David MacDonald 
Hortense Monath 
Gregor Piatigorsky 
Caro! Reed 
Douglas Ritchie 
Albert Sharpe 
Dinah Shore 


Europe to N. Y. 
' = inekionaid 
Jack Benny 
-Heward Dietz 
Jed Harris 
Kay Harrison 
Jack Kapp 
Joek Lawrence 
M ye seer 
David Niven 
Sam Perrin 
Jules C. Stein 
Sidney M. Wynne 
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Rank’s 2-Ply Advantage 


The amazingly strong business some of the British B’s do at home 
is unbelievable to the U. S. film people who reject these films for 
the American market and yet find they do socko in their native 
heath. It supports the argument of J. Arthur Rank, John Davis, 
et al. that, so far as run-of-the-mill pix are concerned, a native- 
made film of comparable quality will outgross a Hollywood “B”. 

As regards the British independents protesting at Rank’s setup 
where, on the one hand he can dictate terms for the American pix 
he imports and also for the British films he produces, the fact Is 
that the British theatre men are in the middle. They may protest 
Rank’'s fancy ideas about rentals on Rank-made pix, and may even 
be sincere that the U. S. product is to be preferred. but none the 
less the independent must straddle. He must live with Rank, gince 
he needs his product (or Korda’s, or any other British producer's) 
since the quota law restricts him to a 45-55% ratior And Rank 
produces and distribs the bulk of the home-grown product for that 
45° quota. 























Yanks Nix on Coupling U. S., British 
Pix Seen as Johnston's Trump Card 


Major trump in the hand of Eric 


Johnston in his present conversa- 
tions with the British is the threat- 
ened refusal of American distribs 
to allow their product to be coupled 
with that of English producers on 
double bills in United, Kingdom 
houses. It is believed by the U. S. 
industry that the 45% quota, which 
becomes effective in Britain Oct. 1, 
can't possibly work without this 
use of Hollywood features in the 
dualers. ~* 

Plan of J. Arthur Rank for his 
circuits is to hitchhike his own 
films onto American pictures—but 
to put his own in the top-billed po- 
sition, while important U. S. fsa- 
tures got the bottom spot at flat 
rentals. This, for one thing, would 
permit Rank to play 20% more 
U. S. pictures, since the new quota 
is only 25° for so-called “second 
features,’ while for top-billed prod- 
uct the law provides that every 
British theatre must allot 45% of 
its playing time to home-produced 
films. 

Playing U. S. product as the short 
end of dual bills would also serve 
to cut down the amount of dollars 


the films will earn, since the bot- | 


tom of a twinner customarily plays 
flat rental, while the tops plays 
percentage. At that rate, the Brit- 
ish would be able to exhibit most 
of the top Hollywood films and still 
not go beyond the $17,000,000 min- 
imum remittance provided in the 
Anglo-U. §S. agreement of last 
March. 

A third important aspect of the 
coupling of U. S. and British films 
would be that considerable amount 
of poor domestic product would be 
sold the public on the strength of 
the Hollywood output it was tied up 
with. That would make it all the 
moré possible for Rank to live up 
to his pledge that instead of the 
official 45% quota he is going to 
apply a 60%-65% quota’ in his 
Odeon and Gaumont-British cir- 
cuits. 

As a matter of fact, however, the 
situation regarding U. S. pix pull- 
ing up the b.o. of accompanying 
British films is not quite so one- 

(Continued on page 20) 





Gerald Mayer Joining 
Johnston’s European 0.0. 


Bi Gerald A. Mayer, chief of the 
international division of the Mo-. 


tion Picture Assn. of America, who 
is now in Paris, will accompany 
Eric Johnston on the MPAA 
prexy’s tour of Europe. Mayer has 
completed his task as adviser to the 
American Embassy on negotiation 
of a film agreement with the 
French 
with Johnston prior to returning to 
his New York headquarters. 
Johnston said before he left last 
Friday (20) that he would follow 
his current 10-day stay in London 
with visits te Berlin, Paris, Rome 


and Madrid. He declared he'd also — 


visit some of the Iron Curtain 
countries if possible. 

MPAA prexy’s daughter, Har- 
riet, who was célebrating her 22d 
birthday on the day of their depar- 
ture, accompanied her father 
abroad. She recently was grad- 
uated from Smith College. Also 
accompanying Johnston were Joyce 
O'Hara, his aide, and Merrie Smith, 
his secretary. 





and will make the trip. 





| . 
Cummings Answers Agent 
Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Actor Robert Cummings asked a 
,judgment of $240,000 in a cross- 
‘complaint filed against his former 
‘agent, Oscar Cummins. Thesp 
charges the agent tried to peddle 
a femme client on the strength of 
_Cummings’ name, and failing to do 
so did not get the actor proper film 
'roles. 
Cummins previously had filed a 
| $247,000 suit, charging Cummings 


|had discharged him without provo- 


Kelly's Trip to Win 
Rank & Influence 





-Playdates for UA 


| England over the weekend, it has 
been learned that UA has all but 
given up the idea of bringing le- 
gal action against J. Arthur Rank 
/to win a break in playing time on 
‘the Odeon circuit. Kelly’s aim is 
to gain some dates for UA product 
via persuasive conferences with 
Rank and his circuit execs. 


Kelly has also pretty much aban- 
doned the idea, it has been learned, 
of using UA films as the keystone 
for building up a circuit of inde- 
pendent houses in England to com- 
pete with the two Rank chains, 
Odeon and Gaumont-British, and 
Associated British Cinemas, par- 
tially owned by Warner Bros. The 
indie exhibs are interested in the 
idea, but want assurances of suf- 
ficient product to maintain the 
policy if they switch to first-run. 
Kelly has been unable to get other 
American companies to forego the 
possibility of important dates in 
Rank houses in order to guarantee 
product to the indies. 

Still another UA hope concern- 
ing the United Kingdom has gone 
aglimmering. had been 
working on a deal by which a 
group of Irish capitalists were to 





(Continued on page 18) 


SAG OVER 997, UNITED 
IN OKAYING GUILD SHOP 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Record-making 99.33°0 of Screen 
, Actors Guild members voted to re- 
|tain the union shop in an election 
‘conducted ‘by the National Labor 
| Relations Board. Vote was 3,828 
|for the union shop and 29 against. 
Identity of the ‘“aginers’”’ was not 
revealed but insiders describe them 
jas malcontents among the SAG 
_membership. Of 4,377 eligible to 
| vote, 3,857, or 88%, cast a ballot. 





Fifteen votes were voided. Ballot-| 


ing validates new’ clause in SAG 
pact stipulating that newcomer to 
/acting ranks must join the guild 
within 30 days after first day’s 


work. SAG has had union shop|them again at MPAA headquarters | will be brand new piece of product | duction-wise Personnel in 


i|condition with studios since 1937. 


_ With departure of Arthur W. | 
| Kelly, United Artists exec v.p., for | 


‘erect a studio in Dublin which | 


“SIMPP VS. MPAA 
DISNEY'S SQUAWK 


Dual split that has developed 
during the past week in the unity 
imaintained by majors and indies 
on the international front for more 
ithan a year appears destined to 
widen. Indie squawks that may 


'well upset the French agreement | 
|negotiated in recent weeks by the | 
| majors could be the wedge causing 


ia lasting split in the common fight 
the two groups have been making 
'for foreign markets. 


| Refusal of the Society of Inde- 


| pendent Motion Picture Producers | 


ito sanction a plan for James A. 
| Mulvey to accompany Eric John- 
'ston on his current trip to England 
| proved the initial wedge last week. 
|The actual failure of Mulvey to go 
| with the Motion Picture Assn. of 
|America prexy appeared only sec- 
ondary in creating a schism to the 
|heat Johnston generated among 


subject. (See separate story here- 
with.) 

With the French agreement be- 
lieved ready for signature this 
week, the lengthy telegram of pro- 
test on behalf of the indies sent 
by Roy Disney to Secretary of 
State George C. Marshall came as 
/quite a shock. Disney protested 
ithe 11 pix a year that the indies 
'may import into France as com- 
|pared with the 110 allotted to the 
; majors. 

The arrangement was negotiated 
|\through U. S. Ambassador Jeffer- 
'son Caffrey in Paris with the Min- 
|istry of Commerce in a revision of 
‘the film clauses of the Blum-Byrnes 
‘agreement. MPAA international 
division chief Gerald Mayer acted 
|as expert adviser to the Embassy 
‘and the deal was approved by the 
| MPAA board last week. Disney’s 
| wire to Marshall disputed the right 
‘of the MPAA to negotiate for “the 
lindustry.” 

Selznick Echos Disney 

| Selznick Reieasing Organization, 
|which was lumped among the in- 





‘dies, as well as lesser Hollywood 
| (Continued on page 22) 


Johnston-Wilson 
Powwow Next Sat. 


.London, Aug. 24. 

Erie Johnston will meet with 
Harold Wilson, president of the 
Board of Trade, in Oxford next | 
Saturday (28). It will be their first 
meeting since the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America prexy was here 
to work out the Anglo-U. S. films | 
agreement last March. The 45% | 
quota and other gestrictions im- 
posed since that time will undoubt- 
edly be the subject of the session, 





| 


. 


State Dept.’s Influence in French 


Film Accord Further Evidence US. 
Biz Erred in the British Strategy 


* Quick acquiescence’ by - the 
French government to modifica- 
tions of the new films agreement 
‘requested by American company 
; Aus. toppers last week is being cited 
New producing combination of currently in industry circles as 
|Walter Wanger and Eugene Frenke | further proof of the value of hav- 
| will follow “Reign of Terror” with | ing the State Dept.’s help in fight- 
;an untitled film starring Greta | ing Hollywood's battles, Many dis- 
‘Garbo. It will be lensed in Europe trib execs have strongly felt that 





| Garbo’s Ist in 7 Years 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 


oa 5 
_ 


lin the spring. 

Picture will be Miss Garbo’s first 
|in seven years. Her last film was 
\“Two Faced Woman” at Metro. 


SIMPP Charges 





* 
‘the indies by his remarks on the | Johnston Trying 


To Split the Org 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 


the U. S. government's aid should 
long ago have been insisted upon 
in disagreements with the British. 
Feeling is that an industry-vs.- 
government fight, as in the case of 
the U. S. film interests vs. the Brit- 
ish, is a losing proposition from the 
| start. With government vis-a-vis 
| government, as in the case of the 
French negotiations, the parties sit 
down with the aces in the deck 
more evenly distributed. 
| French agreement is cited to 
back up this contention. Films 
were made part of an overall finan- 
cial and trade pact negotiated two 
|years ago by Leon Blum, then 
premier of France, and James F. 


Members of the Society of In-| Byrnes, then U. S. Secretary of 


| dependent. Motion Picture Produc- State. A very favorable film clause 


| ers were sizzling this week over 


| what they charged were efforts of 


| tion as result of its refusal to sanc- 
| tion the plan of James A. Mulvey 
|to accompany the Motion Picture 
| Assn. of America prexy to London. 
|As a matter of fact. there Was a 
| division along the lines indicated 
| by Johnston before he planed from 
|New York for England last Friday 
| (20). 

| Since the final vote by SIMPP 
|members, however, was unanimous 
|for keeping Mulvey at home and 
‘the organization was exhibiting a 
‘united front to the outside world, 
feeling in SIMPP is that Johnston 
'was outside the bounds in com- 
| menting on its internal affairs. Two 
successive daily Johnston state- 
ments which were taken by the 
indies as inferring a breach of 
faith on their part and interference 


seen in the trade as creating a 
cleft between the MPAA and 
SIMPP that will be a long time 
healing. 

Action started with the meeting 
of the MPAA board in New York 
on Tuesday (17) at which Mulvey 
agreed to accompany Johnston, as 

(Continued on page 16) 





UA Board Meets in N.Y. 


Tomorrow on Hughes’ Bid 
To Recapture His 3 Pix 


United Artists board will hold a 
special meet at the N. Y. homeof- 
fice tomorrow (Thursday) to dis- 





although Johnston has little hope 
‘of reducing the quota before the | 
jend of its first year in October, | 
1949. 
| Before Johnston, however, was. 
able to make his proposals, he be- | 
‘came the object of a sharp editorial | 
attack in the London Daily Ex-,| 
_press. The editorial said: “John- | 
‘ston will try to persuade Wilson to | 
reduce the 45° quota in favor of 
ithe Americans. There is only one 
‘fault with the quota—it’s too low. | 
|The day of Hollywood domination 
‘is over. We cannot be driven, and 
|we will neither relinquish nor 
‘abandon our cultural right. It is 
ithe heritage of our people.” 
Johnston met with J. Arthur) 
Rank today (Tues.) in a broad dis- | 
cussion of Anglo-American film | 
‘problems. Prior to resuming talks | 
again with Johnston, Rank will con- | 
| fer with Sir Alexander Korda and | 
‘Sir Henry French, both members of 
the Anglo-American film council. | 
Also attending the Johnston-Rank | 
'talks today were Fayette W. All- | 
‘port, London rep for MPAA, and. 
'John Davis, Rank’s chief aide. 
MPAA topper had a six-hour ses- 
| sion yesterday with local managers 
for American companies, who 
briefed him for his talks with Rank 
, and Wilson. He will confab with | 





| 
| 


‘here tomorrow. 


cuss the deal offered by Howard 


| Erie Johnston to split the organiza- 


in the organization’s activities were | 


was included in this agreement. - 
When the French, because of dol- 
lar shortages and domestic political 
pressures, found themselves un- 
able to live up to the arrangement, 
‘the American industry again enlist- 
(ed the State Dept. and a new 
agreement, was made in a relatively 
Short time. American Embassy han- 
died the deal in Paris, with Gerald 
(Continued on page 18) 


Yanks Can Produce, 
Build Pic Studios On 
- French Frozen Coin 


Paris, Aug. 24. 

American film interests would be 
permitted to produce pictures and 
erect new studios, but not labora- 
tories or theatres, with the coin 
frozen in France, according to the 
proposed new  Franco-American 
film accord. With proper okay, the 
U. S. film people might even be 
able to make limited investment in 
the French picture industry, includ- 
ing the purchase of securities, since 
the proposal allows a wide latitude 
for spending the coin which could 
oe be returned to the U. S. in dol- 
ars. 

Following are the important wa 
|in which the frozen coin could . 
/spent unter the plan now being 
mulled by American toppers. 

' 1, Payment of expenses by com- 
| pany officials living or visiting in 
France. 

_ 2, Purchase, lease, or improve- 
ment of real estate. Erection of 
new studios would be permitted, 
/but not improvement of old ones. 








oteeennl etre 


posal until Sears gets a chance to | 
| present it to the board, but they | 


Hughes, new RKO owner, to gain | Building of theatres and film labor- 
back distribution control of the |‘ atories would be barred. 
three films he made for UA re- 3. Cost of dubbing, subtitling 
lease. advertising, distribution, etc. : 
Deal was lined up by UA prexy 4. Purchase of goods and mate- 
Grad Sears in huddles with Hughes rials for export, if deemed benefi- 
on the Coast. Sears brought back cial to French economy. 
details yesterday (Tues.). UA top- 5. Production of films, if 
pers are keeping silent on the pro- (Continued on page 18) 


STUDIO ECONOMY CUES 


ap- 





definitely denied earlier reports 
that it involved a swap of pictures, 


no ney ane oe a traient LYONS AGENCY SHAKEUP 
Wednesday” and “Vendetta.” 


“The Outlaw,” “Mad | 


Econom Prag. arent 
iy ss y ve s t st 
“Outlaw” played 5,000 of a pos- reflected in the personnel auhaie 
sible 18,000 dates, and grossed over at A.&S. Lyons Agency.. 
$3,000,000 although it hasn't played| Agency, which has been carrying 
any of the bigger circuit bookings, a staff of 40 in Hollywood and 30 
nor has it played certain censor- in New York, expects to oust 15 
ship areas such as Ohio. However, from the local office and five from 
it’s figured that with Legion of De- New York. Replacements prob- 
cency approval it will play virgin ably will be made within 10 days, 
dates, and may gross more than idea being to bring into the agency 
double what it’s already done, thus personnel with a thorough working 
accounting for enormous profit. knowledge of film production as 
“Wednesday” was withdrawn well as problems of handling 
after playing a few dates under its |agency’s talent clients. Arthur 
original title of “Sin of Harold Did- | Lyons reported he expected to see 
diebock,” and would get bénefit of |more stars working on percentage 
full playdates in its new version. |deals under the new studio econ- 
“Vendetta,” not released, naturally omy drive, hence the need for pro- 
the 


+. 


for RKO to distribute. ,agency. 












} 
; 





mn ak “Sees 


~~- 


ee eae 
ae ee Oe 








—— 


il a 


——— ee 











r ae a es ee ee 
a 









Wedneday, August. 25, 1948 





| 





" NOTHING 
EVER 
HELD 
J. EDGAR HOOVER 


F.B.1. CHIEF 


LIKE 
ALFRED 
HITCHCOCK'S 


ROPE | 


ee Never saw 
anything like it! 
Terrific suspense! _ 
Leaves you 
breathless! °° 










“| 






NOTHING EVER HELD 

WALTER WINCHELL 
LIKE ALFRED 
HITCHCOCK'S 


ROPE 


€¢ It ties you into 
knots! Hitchcock at 
his big-time best! °° 





NOTHING 
EVER HELD 
DOROTHY KILGALLEN 
HITCHCOCK'S Fos 


ROPE ¥ 


€¢ Nerve-racking 
from the opening 
until the end! 
Audiences will 
remain cemented 
to their seats! 
The fan who doesn’t . 
hurry to see ROPE 
is cheating himself 
of screen history! °? 
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A Song Is Born 


(COLOR; SONGS) 


RKO release of Samuel Goldwyn pro- 
duction. Stars Danny Kaye; features Vir- 
nia Mayo, Herbert, J. Edward 
romberg, Steve Cochran. Felix Bressart, 
Benny Goodman, Louis Armstrong, Buck 


Bubbles, Cavanau. Trio, other 
© aeadere. ed by Howard Hawks. 
sed on story, “From A_to Z,” by 


homas Monroe and Billy Wilder; cam- 
ae Gregg Toland; editer, Daniel Mandell; 
gongs, Don Raye and Gene De Paul; musi- 
eal direction, Emil Newman, Hugo Fried- 
hofer; orchestrations. Sonny Burke. Pre- 
viewed N. Y., Aug. 23. *48. Running time, 
12 MINS. 

a ma Hobart Frisbee... Danny Kaye 
Honey Swanson Virginia Mayo 
Professor Magenbruch...Benny Goodman 
Professor Twingle Hugh Herbert 
Waemy Crow ..<cscscvess Steve Cochran 
Dr. Elfini .....3. Edward Bromberg 
Professor Gerkikoff Felix Bressart 
Professor Traumer.. Ludwig Stossel 
Professor Oddly oO. Z. Whitehead 


Whines BYARR... 0c cccecess Esther Dale 
Miss Totten........ Mary Field 
ar Ceeeer,... ns 52%. Howland Chamberlin 
MOD. deucncdecegecene ‘ Paul Langton 
PA. cedbos 6200 00.0 0% Sidney Blackmer 
MOD ci edad ccetccosees ; Ben Weldon 
Ee rhino cb 5ceae ees n Chasen 
cee Saded sob ee +0 ens 06 Peter Vir 
NG Dun aidgehe6 ane%.0.0 6-0. 04-0 Harry Ba 
ES aia 's. o'er os 0-0 Louis Belison 
Guitar Alton Hendrickson 


Buck & Bubbles 

Page Cavanaugh Trio 
Golden Gate 

Russo & Samba Kings 


Louis Armstrong 
Lionel Hampton 
Charlie Barnet 
Mel Powell 





“A Song Is Born” represents 
Danny Kaye’s fourth and final pic- 
ture under the banner of producer 
Samuel Goldwyn, with the come- 
dian now at Warners. With a star- 
studded cast featuring some of the 
top name bandleaders and vaude 
acts in the country, plus the usual 
lush production mountings given 
by Goldwyn to the Kaye films, 
there’s no question that “Song” 
will chalk up hefty grosses in all 
situations. 


However, film represents a slight | G 


letdown from his previous efforts, 
largely because Kaye does none of 
the special songs usually penned 
for him by Sylvia Fine, his wife. 
Picture is a remake of Gold *s 
“Ball of Fire,” released in 1941 
and starring Gary Cooper and Bar- 
bara Stanwyck. Because the earlier 
edition is so recent, audiences will 
probably note the resemblance 
early in “Song,” but it’s doubtful 
that this will militate against the 
picture’s acceptance. Most of Gold- 
wyn’s production crew worked on 
both films, including director How- 
ard Hawks, cameraman Gr To- 
land, editor Daniel Mandell, ete. 
Charles Brackett and Billy Wilder 
screenplayed “Ball” from an orig- 
inal by Wilder and Thomas Mon- 
roe, but there’s no screenplay 
credit given on “Song.” 


While “Ball” dealt with a group 
of stodgy old professors writing a 
new dictionary and the way a bur- 
lesque stripper tossed a bombshell 
into their work, “Song” presents a 
similar group of professors, only 
this time they’re compiling a his- 
tory of music and the stripper is a 
nitery thrush. Revised situation 
gives Goldwyn a chance to toss into 
the film the aforementioned name 
maestros and vaude acts whose 


work, for a change, is integrated |to create an effect of almost spon- 


neatly into the script. When 
is wor -with them before 
cameras, fact, the picture is 
standout entertainment. Last half 
of the picture, t , in which 
they get a se ff as Kaye 
becomes involved with a group of 
gangsters, drags by comparison. 
Kaye himself does his usual neat 


thesping job as the youngest of the 
bachelor pedants, whe gets his first 


intro to feminine wiles at the hands | by 


of a _ worldlywise nitery > 
ae agingly by vind 

ayo. He demonstrates again that 
he’s a real clown in the old tradi- 
tion, han the pathos as 
as he does comedy. It 
cult to understand, 


as 


nitely 
Script makes good use 

spotlighted wenthe at tee Neches 

spotli a 

as Kaye tours various 


heard before. Benny Goodman, 
only one not playing himself, 


Plot follows closely 
earlier picture, with 
hiding out the 


f 
Ae 



















denouement, successfully foil the 
thugs and all ends happily. 

Rest of the cast follow the 
comic’s fine thesping under Hawks’ 
capable touch for comedy. Miss 

6, slimmer but beautiful as 
ever, surprises with some top act- 
ing in.this one. Professors, includ- 


ing H Herbert, J. Edward Brom- 
berg, Felix Bressart, Ludwig Stos- 
sel and O. Z. Whitehead, milk their | 


lines and situations for the maxi-| 
mum of laughs. Steve Cochran is | 
sufficiently menacing as the gang | 
chief. Buck and Bubbles, colored | 
vaude act, turn in a couple of neat | 


tricks as a pair of window-washers. 
Two new songs cleffed for the 


film by Don Raye and Gene De|} 


Paul are good, with the title tune 
showing hit potentialities as 
groaneti by Louis Armstrong with 
the “dream band” backing. It’s the 
hot jive numbers played by the 
musicians, expertly arranged by 
Sonny Burke, though, that are 
standout. Rest of the production 
credits are up to the usual top 
Goldwyn standards, with Gregg To- 
land’s Technicolor lensing — 
i tal. 


One Touch of Venus 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, Aug. 21. 


release of Lester Cowan 
roduction. Stars Robert 
Walker, Ava Gardner, Dick Haymes; fea- 
tures Eve Arden, Olga San Juan, Tom 
Conway. Dire¢ted by Willam A. Seiter. 
y. Harry Kurnitz, Frank Tash- 

lin; based on the musical of same title 
by S. J. Perelman. Odgen Nash and Kurt 
Weile; camera, Frank Planer; editor, Otto 
; mew songs, Ann Ronell; Pre- 


Universal 
(John Beck) 


vie » Aug. 17, *48. Running time, 81 
MINS. 

EE I ine 5600 ceceies Robert Walker 
WE GREE SS cobs cecacdnwee Ava Gardner 
Joe Grant......-.... eirikpa Dick Haymes 
Molly Stewart...........--:-. Eve Arden 
fom. < Noh 6a Waugh ekne s Olga San Juan 


Tom Conway 
chocconeebaweeeyaee James Fiavin 
RED bios eoakk bs eevee aes Sara Aligood 





“One Touch of Venus” comes to 
the screen as a pleasant comedy 
fantasy. Its theme of love is 
thoroughly exploited in a gay, 
saucy manner, told with rare good 
humor and infectious charm. Ava 
Gardner steps into the top ranks as 
the goddess, Venus. Hers is a 
sock impression, bountifully physi- 
cal and alluring, delivered with a 
— sly instinct for com- 


Three of the songs from the 
original stage musical have been 
used, with new Jyrics to fit the 
broadened theme. Merits of the 
stage piece gain additional worth 
in the screening. The film treat- 
ment is deft and racy, always 
clever at garnering the utmost in 
audience response. 

The story of the love affair be- 
tween goddess and a mortal is a 
blithe subject and the aura of ro- 
manee casts a subtle influence 
that quickens the pulse. The 
poeeneres handling of the plot 

em through 


William A. 

oe ce ee oie ah lapstick, 
com slapstic 

times the bits of business 


taneous and continuous mirth. 
adventures of a de ent store 
window dresser, w 

pletely ed moment, kisses a 
statue Venus and brings her to 


hours; Venus’ aura of love 
easts a spelk over all, bringing 
couples together and spreading 
happiness of romance. The script 


dialog and funny situation. 
comedy 


iH 


and never goes overboard, 
his window 
and earnest. Arden, 
owner’s glib secretary, 


of 

shaded to catch 
of every throwaway 
situation. 


spots please the ear 
is Low,” from the 
Kurt Weill-Odgen Nash 
reprised several: times. Miss 
uses it too woo Walker 
magic of its spell is picked 
- in another ge the city by 
Haymes in romancing Olga 

pert clerk who loses 
o the goddess but gains 
Haymes in the swap. The four- 


z 
‘ 


ELF 
ut 


My Heart is Showing,” 
an amusement park 


number and a breath- 


eins love scene between 
Gardner and Walker. 

The three femmes bounce 
through “That’s Him” for humor- 
completing film’s mu- 
ve had some 


is the wolfish de- 


in goodness cos- 
an nightie and a slip, gg 

cause male response. For 
femmes, she is given three 


He com- 


Plot, briefly, covers the romantic 


, in-a com- 


life for-24 hours. Those are event- 


Harry Kurnitz and rank 
Tashlin is punctuated with snappy 


Robert Walker delivers a gifted 
performance. An ingratiat- 

and talent empha- 
performance that never lets 


r char- 


her punchy de- 


used for “Don’t Look | 


Miniature Reviews 


“A Song Is Born” (Songs- 
Color) (RKO-Goldwyn). Danny 
Kaye, Virginia Mavo, top band- 
leaders in big b.o. comedy. 

“One Touch of Venus” 
(Songs) (U). Gay musical 
fantasy with sock perform- 
ance by Ava Gardner. 

“An Act of Murder” (U). 
Fredrie March, starred in con- 
troversial story on mercy 
killing. B. o. prospects good. 

“Night Wind” (20th). Good 
; programmer for the juvenile 
trade. 

“] Surrender Dear” (Songs) 





(Col). Minor budget musical 
for secondary bookings. 

“Joe Palooka in Winner 
Take All” (Mono). Good ac- 
tioner for twin bills. Excit- 
ing ring footage. 

“The Prairie’ (SG). Better 


than average frontier fare. 

“London Belongs To Me.” 
(GFD). British-made melo, 
which turns to farce, doesn’t 
quite come off. 

“The Spirit and the Flesh” 
(Indie). Fair Italian-made im- 
port for art houses. 








slick, new-look outfits” that are 
plenty smart. 

Lester Cowan and his associate 
producer, John Beck, have given 
the story lush backing, but never 
let the trappings become ostenta- 
tious. It’s a showmanly chore by 
both that realizes on the top en- 
tertainment values. The produc- 
tion elegance and the players have 
been brightly displayed by Frank 
Planer’s photography. Editing is 
expert, holding the film to a fast 
81 minutes. Brog. 


An Aet ef Murder 


Universal release of Jerry Bresler pro- 
duction. Stars Fredric March, Edmond 


O’Brien, Florence » Geraldine 
Brooks; features Stanley es, John Mc- 
Intire, Frederic Tozere. Directed by 


Michael Gordon. Screenplay, Michael 

Blankfort and Robert Thoeren, based on 

novel, “Mills of God.” by Ernest Lothar; 

camera, Hal Mohr; editor, Ralpg Dawson; 

music, Daniele Amfitheatrof. Tradeshown 
Y., Aug. 19, 48. Running t 


N. ime, 91 
MINS. 


Judge Calvin Cooke....... Fredric March 
David Douglas ......... Edmond O’Brien 
Catherine Cooke....... Florence Eldridge 
Ellie Cooke..... heotees Geraldine Brooks 
Dr. Walter Morrison...... Stanley Ridges 
Judge Ogden............- Jehn Mclintire 
Charles Dayton... ..... Frederic Tozere 
Judge Jim Wilder....... .. Will Wright 
Ph SNE. o 0+ cbSbacems Virginia Brissac 
Bae. FRUMUGEE.. cccccsaces Francis McDonald 
PE -.c nbvnectcceéhngecteves ry Servoss 
POO. ovreoce ctothadwasss Don Beddoe 
ee Clarence Muse 





“An Act of Murder” is as adult 
and well-handled a picture as any 
that have come out of Hollywood 
in recent months. Universal went 
far out on a limb with this one by 
putting the subject of euthenasia, 
or mercy killing, squarely up to the 
audience and then taking a nega- 
tive stand on the problem. Film, 
consequently, is very close to a 
documentary in theme, although 
it’s given straight dramatic treat- 
ment. 

Because euthanasia has been 
spotlighted in various newspaper 
stories recently, “Murder” is wide 
vopen to good exploitation selling. 
With the exception of Fredric 
| March, the cast is relatively light 
on boxoffice names so that exhibs 
will have to rely mainly on bally- 
/hoo to get ’em in. Once the ice is 
‘broken, though, word-of-mouth 
should catapult the film to good 
grosses in situations. 


Most sock aspect of “Murder” is 
the fine thesping turned in by all 
'members of the cast under the 
_adept direction of Michael Gordon. 
|March, Edmond O’Brien, Florence 
| Eldridge (who incidentally plays 
| her real-life counterpart as March’s 
wife) and Geraldine Brooks are 
standout, with Miss Eldridge, in 
particular, turning in a notable 
performance. 


Screenplay by Michael Blankfort 
and Robert Thoeren is equally 
socko, maintaining the best qual- 
ities of Ernest Lothar’s “Mills of 
God” novel but lightening the grim 
aspects of the film substantially for 
top audience reaction. March is a 
'smalltown judge who decides his 
prey strictly on the letter of the 
law, ruling out any emotional con- 
| siderations. Then, Miss Eldridge, 
as his wife, is stricken with a fatal 
disease accompanied by excruciat- 
|ing pain. Knowing she’ll die soon 
anyway and tortured by the pain 
she’s suffering, March decides to 
ae by crashing their car over 
‘a cliff. 


| March’s portrayal of the judge 
runs the full gamut of thesping and 
is consistent throughout. He’s only 
slightly overshadowed by Miss 
Eldridge, who has the difficult part 
| of the suffering wife down pat. 
| O’Brien’s_ splendid work, partic- 
| ularly in the final courtroom scene, 
should materially boost his box- 
office rating. Same goes for Ger- 
aldine Brooks as the daughter and 
Stanley Ridges as the doctor. Rest 
of the cast is equally good. * 
Producer Je 
the film with neat pro- 
trappings, with Daniele 











Bresler has back- | 


Amfitheatrof’s score especially 
standout in hypoing the story’s 
various themes. Hal Mohr’s camera 
work is fine and Ralph Dawson has 
edited the film down to a tight 91 
minutes. Stal. 





Night Wind 
20th-Fox release of Sol M. Wurtzel pro- 
duction. Features Charles Russell, Vir- 
ginia Christine, Gary Gray. Directed by 
James Tinling. Original story, Robert G. 
North; screenplay, North and Arnold Bel- 
gard; camera, Benjamin Kline; editor, 
William F. Claxton. Previewed N. Y. Aug. 

23, 48. Running time, 68 MINS. 
Ralph Benson Charles Russell 





Joe Palooka in Winner 
Take All 


Hollywood, Aug. 20. 
Monogram release of E. Chester 
roduction. Features Joe Kirkwood, Elyse 
x, William Frawley, Stanley Clements, 
John Shelton, a | Beth Hughes, Sheldon 
Leonard. Directed by Reginald Le Borg, 
Screenplay, Stanley Rubin; added di 
Monte V. Collins; camera, William Siek- 
ner; editor, Otho Lovering. Previewed at 
Hollywood, Aug. 19, 48. Running time, 
64 MINS. 
Joe Palooka.....e.+.s+4... Joe Kirkwood 
Amme Howe. o..>csecces- ...Elyse Knox 
Knobby Walsh.......... William Frawley 
SOY... .. : dadeo obaboasn Stanley Clements 
Greg Tanner..........- ; John Shelton 
DEED . . 0.0.0 0 cathe cme su Mary Beth Hughes 





ee ee oo ale Ve tees BPTAAM. . 2 0cse0cee es «op Sheldon Leonard 
Walters oveeeeeeeess ies OY | Toadeten.-... ise toe 
Sheriff Hamilton...... .. James: Burke | walang ................... pl Ro 0 
OO aa Konstantin Shayne | canves................ " Eddie G iDben 
Barlow... +.--.+s0000s- William Stelling | Taxi Driver | .............Wally Vernon 
pe ng PR co SR OSR SS ’ eg, Be ey ree A. move Mubteré 5 waa Raie® Sanford 
> .° cae! S18 62S CRS EA ie : ae | OOOO. 5 sseceees ill Martin 
Margie _Benson ox eae ee Deanna "ee ' Bobo Walker Agassi. “Big” Ben Moroz 
| “Big Dam”......--sereeesseeeees . | Sammy Talbot........... Hal Fieberling 
i — . ’ | Taibot’s Manager....... William Ruhl 
A dog story, “Night Wind” is fine | Doniger................. sie Chester Clute 
i entertainment for juvenile audi- | Reporters ............. — Bente 4 
-ences. Although adults el weed ee {Hugh Charles 
| the plot quite obvious, the yarn has ae. Sheena ) Forrest Matthews 
; © = T . i): Seer eee s€rirude Astor 
| the basic suspense that fe DON | ee peace" ee | 


| day matinee trade thrives upon. 

| Picture is built around the post- 
war life of Flame, a discharged 
Army German shepherd. Dog is 
idolized by moppet Gary Gray 
whose father was killed in the war. 
Canine supposedly was de-trained 
|at his service exit. Nevertheless 
it’s proved that he was the “killer” 
who snapped the necks of two al- 
leged duck hunters. Writers Rob- 
ert G. North and Arnold Belgard 
conveniently ease their way out of 
this by exposing the “hunters” as 
foreign spies. Hence, it was legal 
for the dog to kill. 

In this modest Sol M. Wurtzel 
production, the cast does a uni- 
formly good job. As a rocket re- 
searcher and stepfather to Gray, 
Charles Russell does a forthright 
portrayal. Gray is natural as the 
lad, while Virginfa Christine is a 
typical mother whose only worries 
are whether the supper will get 
cold, etc. Flame, who has the role 
of “Big Dan,” is a _ well-trained 
canine. Supporting cast is ade- 
quate. 


Director James Tinling paced the 
situations nicely. Benjamin Kline’s 
camerawork is good while produc- 
tion values are fair. “Night Wind” 
might well be the forerunner of a 
dog series for 20th on the basis of 
this effort. Gilb 


I Surrender Dear 
(MUSICAL) 


Hollywood, Aug. 21. 
Columbia release of Sam Katzman 
production. Stars Gloria Jean, David 
Street; features Don McGuire. Alice - 
rell, Robert Emmett Keane, Dou 
Wood, The Novelites® Directed by Arthur 
Dreifuss. Original screenplay, M. Coates 
Webster; added dialog, Hal Collins; cam- 
era, Vincent Farrar; editor, Richard 
Fantl; musical director, Paul Mertz. At 
Pantages, Hollywood, Aug. 19, ’48. Run- 
ning time. 67 MINS. 


8 2S See eee Gloria Jean 
bn BR NE RRR David Street 
Tommy Tompkins........... Don McGuire 
Trudy Clements........... Alice Tyrrell 
‘Russ Nelson....... Robert Emmett Keane 
a We MS S w'8 7s boc aes Douglas Wood 
a eee Regina Wallace 


Byron Foulger 
; {Jack Eigen 
SE SOGIND Sik s 5 done sky | Dave Garroway 
| Peter Potter 
The Novelites 





A mildly amusing budget musical 
has been built around the song 
title, “I Surrender Dear.” There’s 
pleasant piping by Gloria Jean and 
David Street to help offset the 
ambling pace. It’s all minor stuff 
but passable for the secondary 
market. 
| Plot has a disk jockey twist of 
|orch leader turning platter twirler. 
It features romantic feud between 
Miss Jean and Street when latter 
turns jockey and eases her father 
out of his radio station job. It is 
all set up for the expected happy 
ending clinch and the finale pro- 
duction number. Film introduces 





Eigen, Peter Potter and Dave Gar- 
roway. Their brief footage is in- 
serted in opening sequences, 
amounting to only a quick flash as 
story points establish platter-chat- 
terer’s salesmanship. 

Score spots four songs, including 
the title number which Miss Jean 
vocals. She also does “How Can 
You Tell” and ‘Amado Mio,” both 
by Allan Roberts and Doris Fisher. 
Street’s vocals are on “When You 
Are in the Room.” Two leads are 
best on tune work and only ade- 
quate otherwise. 

Strong comedy trouping by Don 
McGuire and Alice Tyrrell capture- 
some chuckles and Robert Emmett 
Keane and Douglas Wood as father 
and station owner, respectively, are 
okay. The Novelites are in for a 
comedy special that runs too long. 

Production framework furnished 
by Sam Katzman is acceptable. 
Arthur Dreifuss’ direction is slow. 

Brog. 





New Miami 945-Seater 
Miami, Aug. 24. 

Newest house in Miami area will 
open next week when the Claugh- 
‘ton Theatres, Inc., debuts the 
Trail in suburban section of city. 
This 945-seater boasts the latest 
; on, and free parking for 
200 cars. 





three real-life disk jockeys, Jack | 42) 





Monogram’s latest Joe Palooka 
adventure is film merchandize that 
will have a ready market. Entry 
maintains the consistent worth of 


the series, furnishing fans with 
exciting ring footage and the 
proper amount of comedy and 
melodrama. It’s a_ strong pro- 
grammer. 

Title role is capably filled, 


physically, by Joe Kirkwood, whose 
appearance has the brawn of Ham 
Fisher’s pen-and-ink hero. He 
handles his dukes ably, making 
believeable the ring sequences and 
generally proves satisfactory on 
all counts. Elyse Knox’s Anne 
Howe character is appealing and 
William Frawley is good as the 
worrisome, slightly comic Knobby 
Walsh. Threesome teams well. 


This time Palooka has his 
troubles with gambiers and a ward, 
the younger brother of a war pal. 
When gamblers fail to bring down 
the odds on Palooka’s champion- 
ship fight by threats, they use the 
ward and a phoney eae og * to 
make the champ #hrow a fight. The 
ward gets over his peeve at Palooka 
in time for the hero to stage a 
last-minute comeback. It’s all pat 
stuff, but neatly twisted in writing 
and direction to command audience 
interest. 


There are a number of ring 
sequences, all solidly staged by 
John Indrisano. A standout one 
for laughs and thrills, is Palooka’s 
go with a seven-foot boxer, “Big” 
Ben Moroz. The championship go 
between Kirkwood and Hal Fieber- 
—e is an authentic piece of action 
stuff. 


Stanley Clements portrays the 
Palooka ward smartly, pointing up 
the assignment and giving film a 
decided lift. Sheldon Leonard is 
a joy as a dumb gambler with 
money, making for nifty laughs. 
Mary Beth Hughes and John Shel- 
ton are good as Leonard's part- 
ners. Others in the cast give 
capable support. ; 

The Hal FE. Chester production, 
directed by Reginald Le Borg, has 
been expertly mounted to get the 
most for budget dollar. Lensigg, 
editing and other techinical credits 
reflect production care in hewing 
to an entertainment line that 
should give “Winner” plenty of 
playdates in its market. Brog. 


The Prairie 


Screen Guild release of Edward F. Fin- 
ney (George Moskov) production. Stars 
Lenore Aubert. Alan Baxter: features 
Russ Vincent, Jack Mitchum. Directed by 


Frank Wisbar. Screen a ° Arthur St. 
Clare; camera, James ¢ rown; editor, 


Douglas W ier; music, Alexander 
Steinert. At New York, N. Y., Aug. 17, 
"48. Running time, 65 MINS. 
BED | UPD 0 nosh ccneas sud Lenore Aubert 
,. 2. eee see Alan Baxter 
Abiram White...........-.. Russ Vincent 
«3 Skee ‘became cece Jack Mitchum 
Ishmael Bush.............- Charles Evans 
i SO eae wees Edna Holland 
Eagle Feather........ Chief Thundercloud 
pk TEE eee tee Fred Coby 
WON GUL. 5.0 Sindh ocssees FRbs Bill Murphy 
8 Rear David Gerber 
OM MMs piste ncccsceess Don Lynch 
REE a ere George Morrell 
RA Ae Saar Chief Yowlachie 
Running Deer............. Jay Silverheels 
MBG BEOTSIB, 6 oi scp cc cree Beth Taylor 


Commentary by Frank Hemingway 





The novels of James Fenimore 
Cooper have provided excellent 
screen fare for several decades. 
They usually have action, broad 
sweeps of motion and well-defined 
story lines, and “The Prairie” fol- 
lows form. It’s good frontier fare, 
a bit more adult than the general 
run of western and should fit on 
dual bills other than those pre- 
sented on Saturday matinees. 

Story concerns a covered-wagon- 
ing family into the newly opened 
Louisiana Purchase territory. It’s 
a hard trek, made more difficult by 
Indians and danger of starvation. 
The entourage inherits an addition 
when two of the sons rescue a girl 
whose family has’ been wiped out 
by Indians. She splits the two 
male members of the clan, but 15 
eventually wen by Alan Baxter 4s 
an Army cartographer who turns 
up at strategic moments. th 

Cast is uniformally good w! 

(Continued on page 18) 
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Video, Pay Boosts and More Jobs ‘al { PREPS 


Sparred by Petrillo-H'wood Reps 


C.+ 





Sparring between James 
Petrillo, American Federation of 
Musicians prez, and major company 
reps over a new studio musicians’ 
pact wound up an inconclusive first 
week yesterday (Tues.) as negotia- 
tions at the AFM headquarters 
were adjourned. With the warmup 
period in the talks coming to an. 


| 
' 


end, three major issues—televi- 
sion, pay boosts and increased 
minimum employment — have 


arisen as the pivotal points in fu- 
ture sessions. 

Leading with their proposed 
amendments to the current pact 
which expires Aug. 31, spokesmen 
for the majors have asked Petrillo 
to clear all musical rights on any 
backlog films to be used for dis- 
tribution to video channels. Petril- 
lo is not expected to okay this 
proposal since he looks upon it as 





setting a dangerous precedent for 
future use of soundtracks. 

Petrillo, on the other hand, is | 
demanding a new wage scale for 
musicians employed for pix aimed | 
for TV distribution. It’s under- 
stood that the AFM czar is opposed | 


Cinecolor’s Plans 


Film Classics and Cinecolor 
prexy Joseph Bernhard planed to 
the Coast Thursday (19) for hud- 
dies with Cinecolor execs on future 
picture commitments forethe color 
process. ; 

Bernhard left the FC homeoffice 
following the company’s first inter- 
national sales convention, where it 
was it was disclosed that half of 
the new product slated for FC re- 
lease would be lensed in Cinecolor. 


Strip Old Films 
Of Music for TV 


Plea being urged by the majors 
on James C. Petrillo, prez of the 
American Federation of Musicians, 
to free the tremendous mine of old 





NEW ovOTEM 


| Picture-by-picture and theatre- | 
by-theatre sales system will be pro- 
posed by the major defendants in | 
the Government’s anti-trust action 
as a_ substitute for the com- 
| petitive bidding method, it has 
{been learned. The proposal, cur- 
rently under preparation by indus- 
|try legalites, will be the answer to 
the Dept. of Justice’s expected de- 
j|mand for a drastic substitute to 
competitive selling when the statu- | 
tory court convenes Oct. 13. 
| The new method of selling would 
‘inelude strictures against any 
special consideration given to old | 
|customers—a proviso which the | 
;court originally included in its| 
competitive selling plan — plus a/| 
further condition that the only de- | 
|termining factor on rental terms | 
;should be«the theatre under cone! 
‘sideration without reference to 
,other houses in the circuit, if it be 
jone. That provision is in line with | 
the U. S. Supreme Court’s decisions | 
in the Schine and Griffith cases 
which barred the use of circuit 
buying power. 

As a supplement to -the picture- 





Yates Pulls No Punches in Raking 


Rank’s Pix Methods: 


‘No Rep Sale 





20th’s Foreign Kick 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Twentieth-Fox’s foreign produc- 
tion goes into high gear next 
month when three films will be 
lensing abroad. 

“Affairs of Adelaide,” Dana An- 
drews - Maureen O’Hara starrer 
which Jean Negulesco is directing 


‘for producer William Perlberg, 


now is before the cameras in Eng- 
land. Tyrone Power starrer, “The 
Prince of Foxes,” gets underway 
in Italy this week with Sol Siegel 
producing and Henry King direct- 
ing. Another Siegel production, .“I 
Was a Male War Bride,” starring 
Cary Grant and Ann Sheridan, gets 


Germany with Howard Hawks 
directing. Five weeks of British 
lensing also is planned for the film. 





‘20th's K.0. of B's 


,’ 
a 


Raking Great Britain for its 
quota restrictions, Herbert J. 
Yates, Republic prexy who just re- 
turned from. a nine-weeks tour 
abroad, pinned the rap on J. Ar- 
thur Rank for selling the British 
government “a bill of goods” 
against U. S. films. “The situation 
is disastrous for the American in- 
dustry,” he said, “and we should 
let them stew in their own juice 
for a while.” Yates predicted that 
the British won't make a go of 
their productidn plans because of a 
lack of know-how. 

“We ought to pull out complete- 
ly,” he said, adding that 90% of the 
British people .and a majority of 
the British exhibs were in favor 
of revising the quota provisions. 


i“If the U. S. industry had stood 


underway early next month in! nat a few more months in its em- 


bargo when the 75% tax was im- 


posed, the British would have been 


forced to come to us for a deal,” 
he said. Yates admitted, however, 
that the U. S. companies had too 
many irons in the fire for arriving 
at an unanimous plan for drastic 
action. Under current conditions, 


ihe said “we'll be lucky to pull out 


to the double use of films for both | features for television follows in- (25% of the 1946 returns.” 


by-picture, theatre-by-theatre sys- 


regular exhibition channels and vi- 
deo stations. As with the record-| 
ing of film soundtracks before the 
present ban, film companies will 
be asked to pay each musician full 
scale for the TV rights. 


Looming as even more important 
than disagreements over video, 
Petrillo’s demands for a substan- 
tial cost-of-living wage boost and 
increased employment for tooters 
is expected to encounter stiff re- 
sistance from the companies. With 
the studios on an economy binge 
for the past year, any demand lead- 
ing to an increase in production 
costs will be looked upon with 
jaundiced eye. With studio musi- 
cians’ costs now running up to 
about $10,000,000 for the majors, 
any scale hike would up costs con- 
siderably. 

Unique feature of the current 
negotiations is the tight lid which 
has been clamped on union and 
studio spokesmen to prevent them 
from disclosing progress in the ne- 
goiiations. According to a mutual 
agreement, neither side will reveal 
any information until final agree- 
ment is reached. a 





Indies Prep AFM Talks 
Hollyweod, Aug. 24: 

Indie producers meet Wednes- 
day (25) to plan for new contract 
negotiations with the musicians 
union. Huddle was set after re- 
ceipt of word from the east that 
James C. Petrillo named a three- 
man committee to represent him 
in talks. All indies were invited to 
meet. 

Indie negotiating committee will 
be named and plans and policy for 
meeting Petrillo group wiil be set. 
Acting for Petrillo will be J. W. 
Gillette, the AFM prexy’s studio 
rep; C. L. Bagley, AFM Inter- 
national veepee, and Spike Wal- 
lace, Local 47 prexy. 


FILM PEDDLERS UNION 
CONTINUES PACT TALKS 


Negotiations between Colosseum 
of Film Salesmen and the major 
companies for the first union con- 
tract to cover the nation’s 1,000 
salesmen are slated to be resumed 
early next week following a two- 
week suspension of talks. First 
round of the negotiations ended in 
an amicable deadlock with Colos- 
seum execs returning to their mid- 
western he .dquarters to report on 
the progress made towards a set- 
tlement. : 

Pat Scollard, labor relations 
chief for Paramount, and chairman 
of the industry committee for the 
talks, will issue the call for re- 
sumption of the negotiations at a 
convenient date for the Colosseum 
execs, all of whom are working 
film salesmen. Both sides have ex- 
pressed optimism over reaching a 
satisfactory agreement, although 
working our details for a new pact 
may take several months. 





tensive experimentation by some, 
film companies on methods of tele- 


| 


|casting these pix without musie. 


One company, it has been learned, 
has been able to prepare over 50 
features for tele by cutting all 
parts which have music in the 
soundtrack. 

Petrillo’s ban is directed against 


'the use of recorded music on tele- 
| vision. By slicing out the musical 


sections, the features be@ome sale- 
able for video. In the experimen- 
tal phase, the narrative parts which 
had to be scissored along with the 
music have been bridged by the 
insertion of a spoken commentary 
which fills in on the missing action. 

If the Petrillo nix stands, it is 
expected that these features will 
be offered for sale in their present 
revised shape. They are being 
withheld from the market pending 
the results of the present nego- 
tiations. 

Interesting point has been made 
by industryites that the present 
stymie which Petrillo is exercising 
over the sale of old features to 
tele originated from a lack of vault 
space in Hollywood. When a film 
is first made, the sound strip is on 
a separate negative from the visual 
strip. Both strips are then merged 
into one negative which is used to 
strike prints and then stored. 


Because of the scarcity of vault 


ual strips are destroyed after the 
merging process. Merged negative 
cannot be separated again in two 
component parts so as to preserve 
the visual while substituting for 
the sound. 


FCC’s Coy Among Gov't 
Biggies to Address TOA 


Theatre Owners of America’s 
hunt for t.g-name Government of- 
ficials to showcase its coming na- 
tional convention in Chicago 
brought a prize this week in the 








‘acceptance of Wayne Coy, chair- 


man of tle Federal Communica- 


‘tions Commission. Coy will appear 
as guest speaker at the Sept. 25 
(Sat.) session. Convention is slated 
for Sept. 24-25 at the Drake hotel. 

FCC chairman will undoubtedly 
talk on television and problems 
that the new medium presents to 
film exhibition. FCC supervises 
Federal control of both radio and 
video. Meanwhile, Gael Sullivan, 
exec director of TOA and former 
-exee secretary of the National 
Democratic committee, continues 
‘putting the bee on other Govern- 
ment biggies. 

Ted Gamble, TOA prexy; Robert 
Coyne, former executive director; 
and Sullivan are huddling this 
week on further convention de- 
tails. Gamble flew in from his 
Portland, Ore., home and will re- 
main in New York for several 
| weeks. 


space, the separate sound and vis- | 


tem, it is expected that a new arbi- 
tration setup will also be proposed 
\to replace the present kayoed 
method. The new system, with am- 
plified jurisdictional powers, would 
|be presented by some or all of the 
Big Five. 
Rigidly enforced individual sell- 
ng is envisaged as the majors’ best 
defense to Government suggestions 
‘which the majors fear will be 
crippling in their effect. U. S. Su- 
preme Court, in sending the case 
back for new hearings, stated that 
‘competitive selling was the “key- 
stone” of the lower court's decree 


and asked that body to devise other | 


regulations. 

It is thought that individual sell- 
ing without regard to the custom- 
er’s identity will cure the film in- 
dustry of trade practice violations 
found by both Federal courts. 
Three-judge statutory body will be 
told that the system would guaran- 
tee all exhibs a fair break on terms. 
It would, of course, eliminate other 
outlawed practices such as block 
booking, discriminatory clearances 
and runs, price fixing, etc. 


SPG Spurns Compliance 
With Taft-Hartley Act 


| Upholding leadership of the 
Screen Publicists Guild, N. Y., in 
‘not bowing to provisions of the 
| Taft-Hartley law, SPG membership 
| referendum Monday ~ night (23) 
turned in a vote of 125 to 44 in 
favor of non-compliance. The other 
CIO whitecollarite union, Screen 
Office & Professional Employees 
Guild, will hold a similar referen- 
dum Friday (27). Both unions are 
girding their memberships for a 
showdown fight with the major 
companies in event that the indus- 
try refuses to negotiate new con- 
tracts on the basis of SPG and 
'SOPEG’s refusal to file the non- 
‘Communist affidavits. 
' Increased job security clauses 
,and a 25% wage hike will top the 
| list of demands to be made by 
SPG in anticipation of new con- 

















tfact negotiations with majors in 
New York slated to open in- 
September. In contract proposals — 
approved by SPG membership re- 
cently, union will attempt to rigid- 
ly define layoff rights of the com- 
_panies so that no work of an ‘em- 
ployee discharged for economy rea- 
sons can be transferred to another 
publicist. 
' SOPEG, meanwhile, moved to | 
_block bargaining agency elections 
at United Artists Friday (27) by 
filing an appeal with the Washing- 
ton office of the National Labor 
‘Relations Board against a decision 
|of-the N. Y. NLRB regional direc- 
‘tor, Charles Doud. Doud ruled 
both SOPEG and Cecile Schuman, 
a UA employee, off the election 
ballot, leaving only Local H-63, In- 
ternational Alliance of Theatrical 
Stage Employees, as single choice 
‘before voters. NLRB chiefs will 











Still Undecided 
Possibility of 20th-Fox tossing 
out its indie B producers and en- 
tering production of low-budgeted 
films on its own is still up in the 
air. A 20th homeoffice sales of- 
ficial disclosed this week that the 
problem is one of “daily discus- 
sion” among company toppers. It’s 
expected to be settled some time 
next month, prior to 20th’s nation- 
al sales meet, when production 
veepee Darryl F. Zanuck returns 
from Europe and goes into intense 
huddles with prexy Spyros P. 
Skouras anc sales chief Andy W. 
Smith, Jr. . 

Skouras reportedly is opposed to 
renewing any of 20th’s B produ- 
cers. Smith has already confirmed 
that position but is believed to be 
opposed to it, since he must sell 
company output and show a profit. 
Conflicting views are based on the 
fact that 20th would like to under- 
take its own B production to ab- 
sorb about $1,500,000 in overhead 
which now must be charged to its 
regular product. Smith is opposed, 
since with extra costs chalked up 
against those films, he couldn’t 
show any -profit on the low- 
budgeters. 

Low rentals usually derived 
from B product are believed to be 
at the saturation point, so that ex- 
hibs would not go for any upping 
of prices. It’s believed that if the 
studio turns out the Bs, it could 
not hold costs down to the low 
budgets on which indies turn them 
out. Distribution would therefore 
show a loss on them and this Smith 
is reportedly unwilling to accept. 

Company now has five indie pro- 
ducers turning out its second-fea- 
ture program for 20th. List in- 
cludes Sol Wurtzel, Frank Seltzer, 
Edward Alperson, Edward Small 
and Sam Baerwitz. 


Coyne Continuing With 





TOA in Consultant Spot 


Robert Coyne, who recently re- 
tired as executive director of the 
Theatre Owners of America, will 
continue actively with the group in 


|a consul ant role. Coyne has agreed 


to devote --rt of his time to TOA, 
handling special problems and 
projects of the organization. In 


that capacity, he is currently work- | 


ing on the TOA convention, along | campai gn will be based 
e base 


tem of prizes. Clarence 
chairman of the Drive to 


with Gael Sullivan, his successor, 
and Ted Gamble, TOA prexy. 
Originally it was planned that 


Coyne wor ld step out entirely after 


the convention, scheduled Sept. 24- 
25, was out of the way. That has 
been changed for a more active 
part in a consultant capacity. 

Coyne returned this week from a 
six-week vacation. He is currently 
weighing a number of propositions 
both in and out of the industry. 
One of these is to go in with Gam- 
ble on one of the latter’s business 
ventures. 





on a day-to-day basis 
ing economic difficulties. Recent- 
y, 





meeting were William 

Metro; Robert Mochrie, 
_man Robbins, National Screen Ser- 
vice; Charles M. Reagan, Para- 


Scotching repofts that he was 
planning to sell Republic, Yates 


| Said that his asking price is now 
| $5,000,000. 
_to pay that price must be crazy,” 


“Anybody who wants 


he said. Possibility of deal in two 
or three years, however, is not ex- 
cluded. he declared, if the right 
price is offered. As for reported 
deals pending with Neil Agnew, 
Jacques Grinieff, Lou Wolfson and 
Steve Broidy, Yates said he never 
met, spoke or negotiated with.these 
individuals regarding sale of Re- 
public. f 

Harping on Rank as the heavy 
in the British quota conflict, Yates 
said the producer convinced the 
Labor government to underwrite 
the film industry as a way “to re- 
establish a world market” by ad- 
vertising British goods and teach- 
ing the “British way of life.” But 
British pix “will be dead ducks 
on the world market,” Yates said, 
reporting even Scotland ex: 
hibitors were’ nixing British pix as 
“too slow.” 


British Pound ‘Unstable’ 
Yates was sour on the British 
blockade against remittances of 
U. S. film revenues. “The value of 
the British pound is unstable,” he 


said, “and maybe, like France, 


they’ll cut the dollar ratio to one- 
half or less when the payoff time 
comes. We have to retaliate and 
we have to expect counter-retalia- 
tions in return.” 

Regarding plans for foreign 
production, Yates frankly said he’s 

(Continued on page 23) 


N.Y. FILMERS MEET ON 
“WILL ROGERS SAN FUND 


Moving to,set up a scientific 
schedule for the financing of the 
Will Rogers Memorial Hospital at 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., leading ex- 
hibitors and home-office execs 
laid plans at an industry luncheon 
at the Astor hotel, N. Y., yester- 
day for an estimated $250,000 
fund-raising campaign to start 
immediately. Since its founding, 
the hospital has been operating 
with result- 





Variety Clubs International 
signified a wish to take over the 
institution completely and change 
its name. - 

The New York fund - raising 
on a sys 
Ppa ng 
ave the 
Will Rogers Memorial Hospital, 
presided. Jack Ellis, N. Y. division 


‘Manager for United Artists, will 


handle details of the campaign 
Among those present at the 

F. Rodgers, 
RKO; Her- 


mount; Gus Eysell, Harry Brandt, 


(Si Fabian, Eddie Grainger, Sam 
iRinzler and other exhibitors. 
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the kind of role...in the kind 
of arms you want him in! 





Happy-Go- 
Lucky Horace 
says— 


YOU CANT 
BEAT 









CECIL KELLAWAY "#8 
E J.COBB ng 


Directed by HENRY KOSTE 


First Time— 
First Run at 
Regular Prices! 
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‘Play by Philip Duane 
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ER + Produced by FRED KOHLMAR,., 


THAT LADY 


Grosses in the Tra- d g | NO NAME : 4 . 


ditionof20th’sTop Packing them in July M. P. Herald : Be eee — 
TECHNICOLOR [ee to the Walls , Boxoffice 
Musicals! j Everywhere! - Champion! 








CK® Month at 20th Century-Fox . . . September is YOUTH MONTH all over America! 
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Bad Men’ Solid $38,000 in Okay LA; 
‘Ermine’ NSG MG, “Mermaid Slick 356, 


| 


Pearl’ Fine 216, ‘Legion’-Stage 186 


Los Angeles, Aug. 24. | run) with Sweethearts of Rhythm 

Pleasing biz is being registered | and Joe Liggins’ Honey Drippers 
in most firstruns this stanza al-|on stage. Good $18,000. Last week, 
though theré is nothing outstand- | “Secret Service Investigator” (Rep) 


ing. Best gait is being set by/|(2d run) 


with King Cole Trio, 


“Return of Bad Men” among new-/| Benny Carter orch on stage, stout 
comers, with neat $38,000 in two | $25,300. 


theatres. “Lady in Ermine” shapes | 
mild at $54,000 in five situations. 


Orpheum” (D’town-WC) (2,210; 


60-$1) — “Happened One Night” 


“Peabody and Mermaid” looks |(Col) and “Penny Serenade” (Col) 
to hit nice $35,000 in five houses | (reissues). Dim $6,500. Last week, 


while “The Pearl” is heading for|“Dyde West” 
showcases. | Money” 
“Happened One | $18,000. 


fine $21,000 in two 
Reissue bill of 
Night” and “Penny Serenade” is 
disappointing at $20,500 
spots. 
strong with $43,000 in second ses- 
sion for three sites. 


Other hold-|“Return Bad Men” 


“Jinx 
okay 


(Mono) and 
(Mono) (10 days), 


Palace (D’town) (1,224; 60-$1)— 


900 in five|“The Pearl” (RKO). Nifty $14,000. 
“Easter Parade” continues | Last week, subsequent-run. 


Pantages (Pan) (2,812; 60-$1)— 
(RKO) and 


overs look light. “Surrender Dear” (Col). Medium 


Estimate for This Week 


$14,500. Last week, “Black Arrow” | 


Belmont (FWC) 61,532: 60-$1)— | (Col) and “Blondie’s Reward” (Col), 
“Happened One Night” (Col) and | Pleasant $14,500. 


“Penny Serenade” (Col) (reissues). 
Mild $3,500. Last week, 


“D —"Evil My 
pe “Lightnin’ in Forest” (Rep) (2d wk). 


Paramount (F&M) (3,398; 60-$1) | 
Love’ (Par) and /|§ 


Goes West” (Mono) and ; 
Money” (Mono) (10 days), $4,500. a $13,500. Last week, light $16,- 

Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- Paramount Hollywood (F&M) 
Corwin ~. Lesser) (826; 60-$1) wa 6 1,451; 60-$1 —"“So Evil Love” (Par) 


“Urubu” (UA) and “Train to Al- 


(2d wk). Fair $9,000. Last week, 


catraz” (Rep) (2d wk). Fair $2,500. | nedium $12,400. 


Last week, pleasing $3,300. 


RKO Hillstreet (RKO) (2,890; 60- | 


Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 60- | 80)—“Return Bad Men” (RKO) and | 


$1)—“‘Lady in Ermine” (20th) and | “Surrender 


Dear” (Col). Sharp) 


“King of Gamblers” (Rep). Medium | $23.500. Last week, “Black Arrow” | 
$7,000. Last week, “Walls Jericho” |{Col) and “Blondie’s Reward” (Col), | 
(20th) and “Wouldn’t Be in Shoes” | neat $17,300. 


(Mono) (2d wk), $4.200. 
Chinese (Grauman-WC) 


Ritz (FWC) (1,370; 60-$1)—“Pea- | 


(2,048; | body and Mermaid” (U) and “Dare- |- 


60-$1)—“Lady Ermine” (20th) and | devils Clouds” (Rep). Good $8,000. 


“King Gamblers’ (Rep). Moderate 
$12,000. Last week, “Walls Jericho” 
(20th) and “Your Shoes” (Mono) 
(2d wk), fair $8,500. 

Culver (FWC) (1,145; 60-$1) — 
“Happened One Night” (Col) and 
“Penny Serenade” (Col) (reissues). 
Slow $3,500. Last week, “Dude 
Goes West” (Mono) and “Jinx 
Money” (Mono) (10 days), stout 
$7,000. 


Downtown (WB) 1,800; 60-$1)— 
“Life With Father” (WB) and 
“Heart Virginia” (Rep) (2d wk). 
(5 days).. Good $8,500. Last week, 
pleasant $15,000. é 

Downtown Music .Hall (Corwin- 
Lesser) (872; 60-$1)—“Urubu” (UA) 
and “Train Alcatraz” (Rep) (2d wk). 
—_ $9,000. Last week, stout $14,- 

00. 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538; 60-$1)— |. 
“Easter Parade” (M-G) (2d wk). 
$10.0 $12,500. Last week, wow 

El Rey (FWC) (861; 60-$1)— 
“Happened One Night” (Col) and 
“Penny Serenade” (Col) (reissues). 
Light $3,000. Last week, ‘Dude 
Goes West” (Mono) and “Jinx 
ene (Mono) (10 days), nice $4,- 


Esquire (Rosener) (685; 85-$1.20) 
—"‘Story of Tosca” (Indie) (2d wk). 
Mild $2,000. Last week, fair $2,500. 


Four Star (UA-WC) (900; 60-$1) 
—‘The Pearl” (RKO). Good $7,000 
or near. Last week, “The Search” 
(M-G) (7th wk-10 days), neat $4,700. 

Guild (968; 60-$1)—*‘Peabody and 
Mermaid” (U) and “Daredevils of 
Clouds” (Rep). Pleasant $4,500. 
Last week, “Feudin,’ Fussin’” ‘U) 
and “Bad Sister” (U) (2d wk-4 
days), $1,400. 

Hawaii (G&S-Corwin-Lesser) (1,- 
106; 60-$1)—“Urubu” (UA) and 
“Train Alcatraz’ (Rep) (2d wk). 
Thin $2,500. Last week, $3,500. 

Hollywood (WB) (2,756; 60-$1)— 
“Life With Father” (WB) and 
“Heart Virginia” (Rep) (2d wk). 
Fair $8,500. Last week, nice $13,000. 

Hollywood Music Hall (Corwin- 
Lesser) (475; 60-85)—“Urubu” (UA) 
and “Train Alcatraz” (Rep) (2d wk), 
Oke $2,500. Last week, good $3,400, 

Iris (FWC) (828; 60-85)—“Pea- 
body and Mermaid” (U) and “Dare- 
devils Clouds” (Rep). Nice $5,000. 
Last week, “Feudin,’ Fussin’” (U) 
and “Bad Sister’ (U) (2d wk-4 
days), $1,600. 

Laurel (Rosener) (890; 85)— 
“Raven” (Indie) and “Lover's Re- 
turn” (Indie) (4th wk). Above $2,-. 
000. Last week, okay $2,800. 

Loew’s State (Loew’s-WC) (2,404; 
60-$1)—“‘Lady Ermine” (20th) and 
“King Gamblers” (Rep). Mild $20,- 
000. Last week, “Walls Jericho” 
(20th) and “Your Shoes” (Mono) 
(2d wk), slow $12,200. 

Los Angeles (D’town-WC) (2,097; 
60-$1)—“‘Easter Parade” (M-G) (2d 


wk). Fast $17,500. Last week, 
great 929,400. 
Loyola (FWC) (1,248; 60-$1)— 


“Lady Ermine” (20th) and “King 
Gamblers” (Rep). Fair $7,500. Last 
week, “Walls Jericho” (20th) and 
“Your Shoes” (Mono) (2d wk), mild 


Dollar (D’town) (2,093; 
“Gallant Legion” (Rep) (2d | 


evs Dias gave so ON 
a . BS J 24, C1 ; "> 





<3 aa oi 


| $2,000 


Last week, “Feudin’, Fussin’” (U) 
(Continued on page 22) 
! 





Roots Taps Mpls. 
For Top Com, 146 


| 
Minneapolis, Aug. 24. 
Smallest number of holdovers 
currently in recent weeks—only 
two—so most spots are sporting 
fresh fare. However, there are few 
causing any boxoffice stampede. 
Strongest are “Tap Roots” and the 
reissue of “Crusades.” “On Our 
Merry Way” is not proving too 
potent. Heat wave is hurting. — 
With the Minneapolis baseball 
team fighting for a place in the 
playoffs, the night games are lur- 
ing many. Annual roller derby, 
attracting 5,000 to 9,000 nightly, 
also hurts. 
Estimates for This Week 

Century (Par) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Crusades” (Par) (reissue). De- 
Mille oldie getting surprising 
amount of attention, okay $8,000 in 
9 days. Last week, “Jassy” (U), 
light $4,500. | 

Gopher (Par) (1,000; 40-50) — 
“The Hunted” (Mono) and “Train 
to Alcatraz” (Rep). House infre- 
quently plays new duals, but this 
looks only fair $3,500. Last week, 


| 
i 
} 


‘CANON’ LOUD $15,000, 
OMAHA; ‘VELVET’ 76 


Omaha, Aug. 26. 
“Canon City” looks out in front 
with rousing total, best in weeks 
at the Orpheum. “Date With Judy” 
is not as big as expected at Para- 
mount but still fine. “Velvet 
Touch,” aided by stage styleshow 


A&C Scare Up Real Coin in Cleve, 
$24,000; ‘Canon’ Lofty 166, House’ 216 








will hand Brandeis a nice gross 
With one or two exceptions, down- | 
town houses have been in the dol- | 
drums during the current August 
hot spell. ” 

‘ Estimates for This Week 

Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000; 16- | 
65)—“‘Canon City” (EL) and “Here | 
Comes Trouble” (UA), Smash $15,- 
000 for best gross in weeks here. 
Last week, “Montana Mike” (UA) 
and “Love from Stranger” (EL), 
$11,000. ° 


(SRO), $11,000. 

Brandeis (RKO) (1,500; 16-65)— | 
“Velvet Touch” (RKO) and “King 
of Gamblers” (Rep). Nice $7,000 | 
or near. Last week, “Key Largo” | 
(WB) and “Heart of Virginia” (Rep) | 
(2d wk), stout $6,000. 

Omaha (Tristates) (2,100; 16-65) | 
—‘‘Blandings” (SRO) (m.o.) 
“Web of Danger” (Rep). -Fair $10,- | 
000. Last week, “Ruthless” (EL) | 


“ se ” going well 
and “Argyle Secrets Bo. 16 ba) '| combo of “Return of Bad Men” 


State (Goldberg) (865; 
“The Pirate” (M-G). Starts today 


(Tues.). Last week, “Are You With 
It’ (U) and “Casbah” (U), good | 
$3,000. 





Pitfall’ Great $17,000, 


Frisco; ‘Mickey’ $19,000, | 


‘House’ Sturdy $28,000 


and | 


‘ 


Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week $2,582,000 
(Based on 22 cities, 201 
theatres, chiefly first runs, in- 
cluding N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 





Last Year $3,166,000 
(Based on 20 cities, 204 
theatres). 








Paramount (Tristates) (2,800; 16- 6 9 
65)—"Date With Judy” (M-G). Oke | Bad Men -Foran 
'$10,000. Last week, “Blandings : 


Robust 176, Balto 


| Baltimore, Aug. 24. 


The big news here this week is 
“Paradine Case” at Loew’s Century 
with top trade indicating a rosy 


is the Hippodrome’s 


and a stage layout headed by Dick 
|Foran. Remainder of town looks 
| just fair. 

Estimates for This Week 

Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20- 
60)—‘‘Paradine Case” (SRO). Very 
bright $19,000. Last week, “Pirate” 
| (M-G), solid $16,300. 

Hippodrome (Rappaport) (2,240: 
20-70)—“‘Return of Bad Men” 
(RKO) plus vaude headed by Dick 
|Foran. Highly pleasing $17,000. 


San Francisco, Aug. 24. | Last week, ‘Lulu Belle” (Col) and 


Five important newcomers here | 
this week are helping to perk up 
business with fog also aiding. Per- 
sonals by Lois Butler at all shows 
is boosting her starrer, “Mickey,” 
at Paramount, to good session. 
“Pitfall” at United Artists is head- 
ing for a great week. 

“Blandings Builds Dream House”’ 
is giving the Fox a big gross. 

Estimates for This Week 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 65-| 

$1.00) — “Velvet Touch” (RKO). | 





ing. Last week, “Big City” (M-G), | 


“Dr. Neff’s Madhouse of Mystery” 
on stage, $15,400. 


Keith’s (Schanberger) (2,460; 20-| 
60\—“An Act of Murder” (U).| 


Opened yesterday (Mon.) after all 
right week of ‘“‘Peadbody and Mer- 
maid” (U) at $7,400. 
Mayfair (Hicks) 
“Rose of Washington 


(890; 20-65)— 
Square’ 


(20th) (reissue). Not getting very | 


far at $3.500. Last week, “Gallant 
Legion” (Rep), average $4,200. 


New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— | 


Holding fairly well at $7,000 after 


@ Cleveland, Aug. 24. 


| Attendances are coming up to 
| above-average August level, with 
'“Mr. Blandings Dream House” 
building up smart biz for Palace. 
“Meet Frankenstein” is the most 


luerative Abbott-Costello starrer 
the State ever had, summer or 
winter. Pop-priced “Life With 


Father” doing almost well enough 
at Hipp to match its take on first 
showing. 

“Canon City” looks big at the 
Allen, giving this house its best 
session in weeks. 

Estimates for This Week 

Allen (RKO) (3,000; 55-70)— 
,‘Canon City” (EL). Big $16,000 or 
close. Last week, “Walls Jericho” 
(20th), fine $12,000. 

Hipp (Warners) (3,700; 55-70)— 
“Life With Father” (WB). First 
pop-priced showing, hearty $20,000. 
Last week, “Key Largo” (WB) (2d 
wk); oke $16,000. 

Lake (Warner) (800; 55-70)— 
|“Key Largo” (WB) (m.o.). Nifty 
| $4,000 on fhird downtown week. 
| Last week, “Women in Njght” (FC), 


Lewer Mall (Community) (570; 
55-70)—“‘Bad_ Sister’ (U). Weak 
$2,000. Last week, “Carmen” (indie) 
and “Open City” (indie) revivals), 
fairish $800 in 4 days. 


| figure, and a definite h.o. Atso| extra good $3,500. 


Ohio (Loew’s) (1,200; 55-70)— 
“Saboteur” (indie) and “I Cover 
the War” (indie) (reissues). Nice 


$8,000. Last week, “‘Hatter’s Castle” 
(Par), thin $5,000. 

| Palace (RKO) (3,300; 55-70)— 
“Mr. Blandings” (SRO) ‘RKO). 
Brisk $21,000 or over. Last week, 
\“Raw Deal” (EL) _ plus. Henny 
/Youngman, Jerry Wayne, Sibyl 
| Bowan on stage at advanced prices, 
|okay $25,500. 

| State (Loew’s) (3,450; 55-70)— 
“Meet Frankenstein” (U). Breezy 
| $24,000. Last week, “Date With 
| Judy” (M-G), ditto. 

| §tillman (Loew’s) (2,700; 55-70)— 
:“Date With Judy” (M-G) (m.o.). 


; | Fine $12,000. Last week, ‘Paradine 


| Case” (SRO) (m.o.), $9,000. 





‘Roots’ Grows Stalwart 


Only $14,500 which is disappoint-|«watis of Jericho” (20th) (2d wk). $15,000, Indpls.; ‘Father’ 


fair $13,500. ‘ 
Fox (FWC) (4,651; 60-95)—‘Mr. 
Blandings Dream House” (SRO). 
Big $28,000. Last week, “Key 
Largo” (WB) (2d wk), okay $14,000. 
Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 60-85)— 
“Walls Jericho” (20th). Husky 
$18,000. Last week, “Deep Waters” 
(20th), same. 
Paramount (Par) (2,646; 60-85)— 
“Mickey” (EL) plus Lois Butler 


P.A. at every show. Good $19,000. $10 


Last week, “Evil My Love” (Par), 
$18,000. 

St. Francis (Par) (1,400: 60-85)— 
“Foreign Affair” (Par) (4th wk). 
Strong $14,500. Last week, $13,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448; 
55-85) —“‘Drums” (FC) and “Four 
Feathers” ‘FC) (reissues). Fancy 
$12,000. Last week, “Feudin,’ Fus- 
sin’” (U) plus p.a. by Marjorie 
Main, good $15,500. 

United Artist (S. Corwin) (1,207: 
55-85) — “Pitfall” (UA). Great 





'“Old Los Angeles” (Rep) and 
“Jinx Money” (Mono) (duals), light 
$3,000. 

Lyric (Par) (1.000; 50-70) — | 


“Street No Name” (20th) 
Still good at $6,000. Last week, 
“Best Years” (RKO) (2d wk) (3d 
run), fine $6,500. — 

* Radio City (Par) (4,400; 50-70)— 
“On Merry Way” (UA). Ads 
stressed all-star cast lineup. Mod- 
erate $14,000 looks all.: Last week, 
“Easter Parade” (M-G) (2d wk), 
disappoiating ‘$12,000, but got 
sock $32,000 in two stanzas. 

RKO-Orpheum (RKO) (2,800; 50- 
70)\—“Tap_ Roots” (U). Heavily | 
plugged with much more newspa- 
per lineage than usual used. Pay- 
ing off to fine $14,000. Last week, 
“Key Largo” (WB) (2d wk), good 
$10,500 after smash $17,000 open- 
e 


r. 

RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 50-70)— 
“Key Largo” (WB) (m.o.). Third 
week downtown. Good $6,000. Last 





(m.0.). | 85)—“Life Loves Rembrandt” (FC) 


$17,000. Last week, “So This Is 
Néw York’ (UA) (2d wk), oke 
$9,200. 

Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; 60- 


and “Scarlet Pimpernel” (FC) (re- 
issues). Fine $3,200. Last week, 
“Anthony Adverse” (WB) and 
“Jezebel” (WB) (reissues), $2,800. 

Clay (Roesnes) (400; 65-85)—‘‘La 
Boheme” (Indie). Trim $2,500. Last 
week, “The Idiot” (Indie) (3d wk), 
pleasing $2,400. 

Larkin (Roesner) (400; 65-85) — 
“The Raven” (Indie) and “Lover's 
Return” (Indie) (2d wk). Fine 
$2,700. Last week, husky $3,200. 

United Nations (FWC) (1,149; 60- 
85)—“Key Largo” (WB) (2d wk). | 
Climbed to nice $4,500. Last week, 
$3,000. 

Esquire (Blumenfeld) (955; 55- 
85)—“Commandos Strike At Dawn” 
(Col) and “The Invaders” (Col) (re- 
issues), Dim $7,500 in 9 days. Last 
week, “Return of - Wildfire” (SC) 





week, “Four Feathers” (FC) and 
“Drums” ‘FC) (reissues), brisk | 
$7,000. see 

State (Par) (2,300; 50-70)—“On | 
Island With You” (M-G). Crix ap- 
proved this one, but musicals. 
haven't been faring too well here | 
recently. Fairly nice $11,000. Last | 
week, “Street No Name” (20th), 
big $15,000. 

Uptown (Par) (1.000; 44-60)—Mr. 
Blandin¢s” (SRO). First nabe| 
showing. Big $5,000. Last week, | 
‘Empercr Waltz” (Par), $4,500. | 

World (Mann) (350; 50-85) — 
“Mine Own Executioner” (20th). 
Daring ads stressing sensational 
angles helping some but only fair | 
Blandin = anon (5th wh > 

gs” wk), big 
$3,000. 








ha ced ray ia ie 


and “Jungle Goddess” (SC), 6 days, 
only $5,800. 

State (Par) (2,133; 60-85)—“Evil 
My Love” (Par) (m.o.). Oke $6,500. 
Last week, “Life With Father” 
(WB) (m.o.), healthy $7,500. 


Estimates Are Net 


Film gross estimates as re- 
ported herewith from the vari- 
ous key cities, are net, i.e., 
without the 20°% tax. Distribu- 
tors share on net take, when 
playing precentage, hence the 




















ithe main 


“Life With Father” 


nice getaway at $13,200. 

Stanley (WB) (3,280; 25-75)— 
“Life With Father’ (WB). Back at 
pop prices and disappointing at 
$10,000. Last week, “Key Largo” 
(WB) (3d wk), okay $11,400. | 

Town (Rappaport) (1,500; 35-65) | 
—‘“Babe Ruth Story” (Mono) (4th 
wk). Took a nice lift to $12,000 
after a very steady third round at 
Valencia (Loew’s-UA) (1,780; 20- 
60)\—‘‘Pirate’”’ (M-G) (m.o.). Going 
well to $6,500 after pleasing pre- 
vious sesh in downstairs Century. 
Last week, m.o. of “Time of Life’ 
(UA) failed to hold up at $3,600. 


‘Walls’ Not High $18,000, 
D.C.; ‘Father’ Okay 166. 


Washington, Aug. 24. | 
General midsummer lull in cur- | 
rent session, with grosses along | 
stem consistently in) 
lower register. Holdovers are do- | 
ing comparatively better than the 
newcomers, with second stanza of 
“Date With Judy” at Loew's Capi- 
tol, bolstered by a new vaude bill, 
leading the town. ‘‘Hatter's Castle,” 
at Loew’s Columbia, looks above 
average. “Walls of Jericho,” at 
Palace, and “Life With Father” at 
Warner, are on disappointing side. 
Estimates for This Week 
Capitol (Loew's) (2,434; 44-80) 
—"“Date With Judy’ ‘(M-G) (2d 
wk) plus vaude. Firm $23,000 after 
sock $34,000 last week. 








Columbia (Loew’s) (1,263; 44- 
70—‘‘Hatter’s Castle” (Par). One 
of town’s brighter spots, with 


above average $10,000. Last week, 
“Drums Along Mohawk” (Indie) | 
and “Four Feathers” (Indie) (re- 
issues), hot $9,500. 

Keith’s (RKO) (1,939; 44-74)— 
“Mr. Blandings” (SRO) (3d wk). 
Okay $12,000 after smooth $17,- 
000 last week. 
Metropolitan (WB) (1,163; 44-70) | 
—‘“God’s Country and Woman” | 
(WB) (reissue). Satisfactory $6,000. | 
Last week, “Embraceable You’ | 
(WB), so-so $7,000. | 
Palace (Loew's) (2.370; 44-74)— 
“Walls of Jericho” (20th). Disap- 





pointing $18,000. Last week, “Par- 


adine Case” (SRO) (2d wk), fair’! 


$14,000. 


Warner (WB) (2,154: 44-74)—~ 


(WB). First | 





estimated figures are net in- 
m 


e. 
The parenthetic admission 
Include the U.S 
include the U. S. amusement 
tax. 


‘eur 


eS ee ee oe en <_aetwe 


showing at pop prices. Not up to) 
hopes, but okay at $16,000. Last | 
however, as indicated, week, “Babe Ruth Story” (Mono), | 

|Sluggish $16,000, considering cur- 
‘rent interest. . ‘ 


Hep 136, ‘Time’ Hot 126 


Indianapolis, Aug. 25. 

Film biz is better than average 
this stanza at four top firstrun 
spots here. “Taps Roots” at the 
Indiana is pacesetter, and may 
hold. “Life With Father,” first 
time at pop prices is equaily as 
big at Circle. “Time of Life” at 
Loew’s is comparatively as big as 
these two. 


Estimates for This Week ‘ 
Circle (Gamble-Dolle) (2,800; 44- 
65)—“Life With Father’ (WB). 
Solid $13,000. Last week, “Dream 
Girl” (Par) and “Wouldn’t Be In 
Shoes” (Mono), thin $8,500. 

Indiana (G-D) (3,300; 44-65) — 
“Tap Roots” (U). Hefty $15,000. 
Last week, “Key Largo” (WB) (2d 
wk), oke $9,000 on top of sock 
$17,000 opener. 

Keith’s (G-D) (1,300; 44-65) — 
“Dream Girl” (Par) and “Wouldn't 
Be In Shoes” (Mono) (m.o.). Tepid 
$3,000. Last week, “Central Park” 
(U) and “Dear Murderer” (VU), 
$3,500. 

Loew’s (Loew’s) (2,450; 44-65)— 
“Time of Life” (UA) and “Trapped 
by Blackie” (Col). Nice $12,000. 
Last week, “Fuller Brush Man” 
(Col) and “Adventure Silverado” 
(Col) (3d wk-4 days). Extra good 
$6,000, making wham $40,000 total 


| for two and half weeks run. 


. Lyric (G-D) (1,600; 44-65)—“‘Mat- 
ing of Millie” (Col) and ‘“Straw- 
berry Roan” (Col). Nice $7,000. 
Last week, “‘Man-Eater of Kumaon” 
oh een “Guns of Hate” (RKO), 


‘sland’ Lush at $19,500, 
Denver; ‘Father’ $19,000 


Denver, Aug. 24. 

“On Island With You” looks 
standout here this week, packing 
the Orpheum. “Life With: Father” 
is good at two spots. “Foreign 
Affair” is big enough in second 
frame to get a third week at the ~ 
Denham. 


Estimates for This Week 

Aladdin (Fox) (1,400; 35-74)— 
“Abbott-Costello Meet Franken- 
stein” (U) and “Checkered Coat” 
(20th) (m.o.). Fair $3,000. Last 
week, “On Merry Way” (UA) and 
“Code of Scotland Yard” (Rep) 
(m.o.), fair $3,200. 

Broadway (Cinema) (1,500; 35-74) 
—"“Best Years” (RKO) (9th wk). 


(Continued on page 22) 
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Chi Spotty But ‘Ermine’-Cavanaugh “LARGO” $16,000, PROV. 


Plus Lewis Stout $50,000; ‘Man-Eater’ 
Lusty 166, ‘Walls’ Not So Tall 256 


wi? Chicago, Aug. 24. + 
oe jockey revue on stage and 
3 “Give My Regards to Broadway” B oad G ass 
in second week at Chicago still r way r es 
leads the dewntown houses cur- _—— 
rently. “Early-bird” matinees are; €stimated Total Gross 








breaking records almost daily. Last Week $571,000 | 
Revue may be kept over another (Based on 14 theatres) 
week with “Dream Girl” replacing Last Year ’, $785,301 


“Regards.” Should hit lush $55,000 
this round. 

Elsewhere business shapes spotty 
Orientai 
plus 


(Based on 18 theatres) 








| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


for excellent $50,000. ‘“‘Man-Eater 
of Kumaon” should reach satis- 
factory $16,000 at Grand. “Raw 
Dea!” at Apollo appears in right 
groove at $9,500. “Walls of Jericho” 
at State-Lake looks about average 
with $25.000. 


Buff.; ‘Velvet’ 116 


Buffalo, Aug. 24. 
Plenty of new fare here currently 


“Abbott and Costello Meet —— - “ “wi ig! Soma A 
Seauheantalet” at Palace is way Dut it is not shaping up too big. |“Winner's Circle 
ahead of other second-weekers with Black Arrow ag best at | 

Lafayette. Velvet Touch 


smart $25,000. “Easter Parade” at 
Woods slipped slightly after sock 
opening but still is great with $29,- 


a bit disapponting at Century. 
“Life With Father” at Buffalo and 
“Foreign Affair’ 


000 for first holdover round. In ~h : 

the minor league, are “Summer  Sape up moderately. 

Holiday” at United Artists with Estimates for This Week 
$11,000 and “Life With Father” Buffalo (Shea) (3,500: 40-70) — 


“Lite With Father’ (WB). Mod- 
erate $12,000. Last week, “Para- 
dine Case” (SRO), big $17,000. 


at Roosevelt with $12,000 on second 
frames. “16 Fathoms Deep” and 
“Thunderhoof” at Garrick shape 
nice at $7,500. | 
Estimates for This Week |'—‘Foreign Affair’ (Par). Pass- 
Apello (B&K) (1,400; 50-98)— ably goed $12,000. Last week, 
“Ray Deal” (EL). Fine $9,500. Last | “Walls Jericho” (20th) and “Win- 
week, “Lulu Belle” (Col) (2d wk), | ner’s Circle” (20th), $14,000. 
$4,500. | Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 40-70) — 
Chieazo (B&K) (3,900; 50-938)— “Paradime Case” (SRO) (m.o.). 
“Give Regards Broadway” (20th) | Stout $7,000. Last week, “Time of 
with disk jockey revue (2d wk).| Life’ (UA) and “Song of Heart” 
Terrif $55,000. Last week, $72,000. | (Mone) (m.o.), about same. 
Garriek (B&K) (900; 50-65)—"16,| Teck (Shea) (1.400; 40-70) — 
Fathoms Deep” (Mono) and “Thun- | “Walls Jericho” (20th) and “Win- 
derheoi” (Cel) (24 wk). Neat $7,500.| ner’s Circle” (20th) (m.o.). Oke 
Last week, $9,000. | $3,500. Last week, “Key Largo” 
Grand (RKO) (1,500: 50-98)— | ‘WB? (m.o.), $4,000. 
“Man-Eater of Kumaon” (U). Trim Lafayette (Basil) (3,000, 40-70)\— 
$16.000. Last week, “Feudin’, | “Black Arrow” (Col) and “Trapped 
Fightin’ ” (U) (2d wk), fine $13,000. | Blackie” (Col). Fast $15,000. Last 


. k, “Central Park” (U) and 
Oriental (Essaness) (3,400; 50-93) Wee*, “sae 7 
—“‘Lady in Ermine” (20th) with Bill and Coo (Rep), $11,500. 
Monica Lewis and Page Cavanaugh| | 20th Century (20th Century) 


(3.000; 40-70) — “Velvet Touch” 


Trio. Excellent $50,000. Last week, 


om: wife” (UA) with Horace | .RKO), and “Mystery in Mexico” | eer “ ” 
Time of Lite week, “Ideal Husband” (20th) and | With “Escape. 


a a -s (24 wk), big|*RKO). Not so big $11,000. Last 
nny —— - *) week, “Melody Time” (RKO), and 
StU " “Inside Story’ (RKO) (2d wk) 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 50-98)— 4 
’ “Abbott-Costello Meet Franken- down to $6,000 in final 6 days. 





stein” (U) (2d wk). Solid $25,000. 


Last week, big $34,000. + 

Roosevelt (B&K) (1,500; 50-98)— ‘Walls Sturdy $18,500 
“Life With Father’ (WB) (2d wk). ‘ a 
Meek $12,000. Last week, $14,500. In St. Loo; Paradine 

State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 50-98) 
—‘Walls of Jericho” (20th).- So-so 
$25,000. Last week, “On Island — 
With You” (M-G) (2d wk). okay 
$18,000. 





Great Lakes (Shea) (3,400; 40-70) | 


‘PARADINE’ TALL 236 


Providence, Aug. 24. 


“The Paradine Case” shapes big. 
at the State despite warm weather } 
Majestic is| 


over the weekend. 
nearly as big with “Key Largo,” 
followed closely 
“Velvet Touch.” 


Estimates for This Week 


Albee (RKO) (2.200: 44-65)—') 
“Velvet Touch” (RKO) and ‘“Ma- 
donna of Desert” (RKO). 


good $14,000. Last 
Faces West” (RKO) 
films, so-so $11,500. 

Carlton (Fay) (1,400: 


week, 


Pitfall’ -Dick Powell-Dick Jurgens 
Strong $92,000, Top B'way Newcomer; 
Race St.’.326, ‘Judy’ Great 1506, 3d 


by RKO Albee’s | 


| 
| 


sion are aiding considerably in 
overcoming a plethora of holdovers 


Fairly | and extended-runs on Broadway 
Four this 


and Olympic | weather last Sunday (22): and fact 


week. Favorable 


| that the N.Y. Giants were playing 


} 44-65)— | a doubleheader while the Dodgers 
|““Deep Waters” (20th) and “Win-| were taking on the Braves in a 


ner’s Circle” (20th) (2d run). Good | crucial pennant-race game, also on 
$4,000. Last week, “Raw Deal” (EL)! their ‘homegrounds, cut into the 


and “Adventures of 


with “Lady In Ermine” ¢ + 7 \(EL) (2d run), $3,500. 
_ Page Cavanaugh Trio and | _Fay’s (Fay) (1,400; 44-65)—“Lost 
Monica Lewis on stage is reaching Tow rin 9 | Horizon” and “Adam Had Four 


|Sons” (reissues). Fairish $5,500. 
Last week, “Egg ,.and I’ (UI) and 
“Michigan Kid” (Rep), $4,000. 
Majestic (Fay) (2,200: 44-65)— 
“Key Largo” (WB) and “French 
| Leave” (WB). Sturdy $16,000. Last 
week, “Deep Waters” (20th) and 
State (Loew) (3,200; 
turn of Wildfire’ (M-G). Tall $23,- 
000. Last week, “Best Years” 


at Great Lakes |(RKO), acceptable $17,000. ; 
’ Eberle band and Jan Murray, is 

(2,200; 44-| well \ at | 

$67,000 for third week to win bill | : 000 

a fourth session at the Paramount. up fairly well at $66, after very 


Big array of new pictures comes | Tilton started last week, replacing 


Strand (Silverman) 
65)—“Black Arrow” (Col) .and 
“Lulu Belle’ (Coi). Opened Mon- 
|day (23). Last week, “Blue Skies” 


‘Affair’ Rousing 
$17,000, KC. Ace 


Kansas City, Aug. 24. 

Business is off moderately all 
over town as temperature lingers 
near 90 degrees. “Foreign Af- 
fair’ looks like best bet, with 
trim biz at Paramount. 
| Case”’ is on disappointing side at 
| Midland. “Feudin’, 
| shapes nice in three spots. 
Estimates for This Week 
Esquire (Fox Midwest) (820; 45- 
| 65\—“*Tower of London” (FC), and 
|““Man Reclaimed Head” 
issues). Average $3,500. 








|“Cover Big Town” (Par), $4,800. 


Midland (Loew's) (3,570; 45-65)— Texas” and “Winner Take 
d ew’'s) (3, On dis-| radio show Friday (27) after six 


| “‘Paradine Case” (SRO). 


Casanova” | usually 


(20th), $15,000. With Judy” 


44-65)— | 20 
looks | “Paradine Case’ (M-G) and “Re-| 


(Par) and “Two Years Before Mast” | 


(FC) (re-| 


strong business of that 
| day. 


Only two new bills were launch- 


jee. Best newcomer, “Pitfall,” with | 


Dick Powell, star of film, and Dick 
Jurgens band on stage, is giving 
the Capitol a very strong $92,000. 
'Film drew crix praise. “Race 
| Street” is no ball of fire with 
$30,000 at the Mayfair. 

Leading the holdovers is “Date 
and “Jubilee” revue 
stage which looks te reach 
$150,000 or better in third week at 
Music Hall. 

“Beyond Glory” 
|topped by Martha 





and_ stagebill 
Tilton, Ray 


holding up _ sufficiently 


|in this week and others are set to 
open the following stanza to take 


Roxy brought in ‘Lady in Er- 
mine” with stageshow headed by 
Frances Langford, Jon Hall, Jerry 
Celonna, Harmonicats and new ice- 
show yesterday (Tues.) a day ahead 
| of usual opening day. House held 
“Walls of Jericho” and stagebill 
topped by Dick Haymes and ice- 
show six days of third week to 
conclude a highly profitable ‘en- 
gagement. Roxy looked headed for 
smash $19,000 opening day (Tues.) 





“Paradine | for 1948. 


“Tap Roots” tees off 


Fussin’ | (Wed.) at Criterion after four very 


nice weeks of ‘Abbott-Costello 


Rainy, days most of current ses- | $1.85)—‘Tap Roots” 


outdoor | 


advantage of Labor Day weekend. | “Sorry, 


and possible new opening day high | 


(U). Opens 
/today (Wed.). Last week, “Abbott- 
Costello Meet Frankenstein” (U) 
(4th wk), down to $16,000, not bad 
for stage of run, after $19,000 for 
third. o 

Glebe (Brandt) (1,500; 90-$1.50) 
—“‘Escape” (20th) (2d wk-5 days). 
Down to $6,500, after mild $15,000 
opener. “Rope” (WB) opens to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 

Mayfair (Brandt) (1,736; 60-1.25) 
—“Race Street” (RKO). Initial 
week ending next Friday (27) looks 
fairly nice $30,000 or near. In 
‘ahead, “Return of Bad Men” (RKO) 
(3d wk-3 days), only $4,700 after 
okay $15,000 for second. 

Palace (RKO) (1,700; 40-95)— 
“Melody Time” (RKO) and “Re- 
iturn Bad Men” (RKO) (2d runs). 


Open today (Wed.). Last week, 
“Street No Name” (20th) and 
“Music Man” (Mono) (2d runs), 


|faney $11,500. 

Paramount (Par) (3,664; 55-$1.50) 
—‘Beyond Glory” (Par) with 
Martha Tilton, Ray Eberle orch, 
Jan Murray (4th-final wk). Third 
week ended last (Tues.) night held 


strong $80,000 for second. Martha 


| Peggy Lee, who had to leave be- 
cause of prior commitments. 
Wrong Number” (Par) 
opens Sept. 1. 


Radio City Music Hall (Rocke- 
fellers) (5,945; 80-$2.40) — “Date 
With Judy” with “Jubilee” revue 
on stage (3d wk). Continues smash 
at $150,000 or near after sock $152, 
500 fer second, over hopes. Cen- 
tinnes another week, and maybe 
longer. “Good Sam” (RKO) opens 








next. 

Rialto (Mage) (594; 44-99)— 
“Forbidden Love” (Indie) and “Giri 
from Paris” (Indie), Open today 
|(Wed.). Final 4 days of third week 

today |for “Gung Ho” (FC) and “Eagle 
| Squadron’ (FC) (reissues) was 


around $6,000, big; second was 


| Meet Frankenstein.” On same day, | $12,000. Might have held longer 


“Velvet Touch’ opens at Rivoli as 
dees a new iwin bill at Rialto. 


Last tomorrow after 12 desultory days 


9 


‘appointing side at $18,000. Last| record weeks of “Key Largo” and 
| week, “Fuller Brush Man” (Col), Count Basie band plus Billie Holi- 


‘and “Thunderhoot” 
| $16,000. 
| Orpheum (RKO) (1.900; 45-65)— 


Still solid at $12,000. First week | wk). 


Makes Case With 186) was neat $16,000. 


St. Louis, Aug. 24. | 2 38! 
Interest stirred up by hot fight . Foreign 


Paramount (Par) (1,900; 45-65)— 
Affair” (Par). Trim 


: : ; | $17,000. Last week, “Key Largo” 
United Artists (B&K) (1,700; 50-;0f Cardinals in National League $17.0 (ad wk) $50 °° 


98)—““Summer Holiday” (M-G) (2d ing 


pre race and sock biz 
week 


done by “Up In Central Park” le- | 


py PM gn $11,000. ‘ | giter are clipping trade at cinemas | 
$ te (Essaness) (1,073: 98)—| this week. Upped attendance at St. 
on: ood  P. 7 “le” “(M-G) (2d wk). | Louis county drive-ins also is hurt- 

paster Para ‘ing. “Walls of Jericho” and “Para- 


Great $29,000. Last week, smash ging Case” likely will make the 


$37.000. : up:g, | DeSt showings, both being solid. 
World (Indie) (587; 77)—"Life “Melody Time” is fairly uied ot te 
Loves Tschaikowsky (Indie) (2d huge Fox. 


Estimates for This Week 


Rexy (Durwood) (900; 45-65)— 
“Coroner Creek” (Col). Good 
$6,000. Last week, “Ruthless” | 


(EL) (2d wk), $3.500. 


Tewer - Uptown- Fairway (Fox 
Midwest) (2,100, 2,043, 700; 45-65)— 
“Feudin,’ Fussin’” (¢U). Nice 
$17,000, 
hot weather. 
Jericho” (20th) romped home at 








wk). Lush $4,500. Last week, $5,000. | 
Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75). 
\—‘Walls Jericho” (20th) and “The | 


A.&C. Wow of Week In Creepers” (20th). Bright $18,500. | 
° > | , “Life With Father” | 
Pitt, Huge 146: Velvet (WB) and’ “Michael O'Halloran” 
, io 910 (Mono), $19,000. | 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-75)—‘Mel- | 
Pittsburgh, Aug. <4 | Roan” (Col). Good $17,000. t | 
Wow of week is “Abbott and/week, “Foreign Affair” (Par) and | 
Costello Meet Frankenstein” at!“Argyle Secret” (FC), nice $20,000. | 
Fulton, where they haven't seen | Leew’s (Loew's (3.172: 50-75)—| 
crowds like this all summer. Kids “Paradint® Case” (SRO) ‘and “Ad-| 
are jamming the place and only | venture Silverado” (Col). 
that appears to be keeping the/¢ig 999 Last week. “Mr. Bland- 
comedy from a new record. It will ings” (SRO) and “Close-Up” (EL), 
hold. naturally. deem Rig mregr $22,000. 
“ase,” -h is m P : 
ohine at Penn. “Texas, Brooklyn _,,, Missouri 3 er -E Bg: >" 
and Heaven” is going nowhere at... ve hg * (20th) Fine $8.- 
Harris but “Velvet Touch” at mn tak ae “Key Largo” (WB) 
Warner should do fairly well. cial ‘fe Waters” (20th) (mo), 
Estimates for This Week $9500. 


Fulton (Shea) (1,700, 44-76) — Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— | 


* stello Meet Franken- | (LOE Me 

“aa ah Camel team hasn't “Mr. Blandings (SRO) and “Close- 
ome up with anything so hot since Up” (EL). Fancy $10,000. Last 
- , week, “Time of Life’ (UA) and 


i arly “Buck Privates.” Crix a 
aie prow the other way ‘“Thunderhoof” (Col) (m.o.), $7,500. 
but that’s not keeping the place St. Louis (F&M) (4,000; 50-60)— 
from a steady jam. eaded for “The Crusades” (Par) (reissue) and | 
better than $14,000, sensational “Hatter’s Castle” (Par). Okay $5,-— 
for spot. Last week, “Deep/000. Last week, “Can't Take It 
Waters” (20th) (2d wk), dim $5,500. With You” (Col) and “Penny Sere-! 

Harris ,Harris) (2,200; 44-76)— /nade” (Col) (reissues), $5,200. 


Brooklyn and Heaven”! Shubert (Ind) (1,500; - 40-60)—— 


“Texas, Be,. ; pr 

A). Opened very weakly and “Life With Father” (WB) and 
= ans” beats last out the full “Michael O’Halloran” (Mono) 
week. If it does, woeful $7,000 (m.o.) Torrid $6,000. Last week, | 
looks to be story. Last week, |“Evil My Love” (Par) and “Kimg ot | 


(Continued on page 22) ‘Gamblers” (Rep) (m.o.), $5,000. i 





$16,500. 


(Col), strong day. 
| 


-Estimates for This Week 


| Astor (City Inv,) (1,300; 70-$1.50) 
“Life with Father” (WB) (24 wk). —“Babe Ruth Sfory” (Mono) (5th 


Fourth stanza ended last 
Monday (23) held up fairly well, 
being helped by better weather and 

interest in film. Okay $19,- 
700 after only fair $18,500 for third. 
Stays. House closed for half-hour 


' while Babe Ruth funeral services 
| were being conducted. 


| Stagebill. 


really solid considering © 2 
Last week, “Walls .JSland With You 


! 
i 


with Dick Jurgens orch heading 
First week ending today 
(Wed.) shapes to hit very strong 
$92,000 or _ near. Last week, 
(M-G) and 
Stop Music” radio show (3d wk), 
fell to mild $63,000. 


Criterion (Loew's) (1,700; 70- 





Hamlet’ Preem Big News in Hub At 
Hot $23,000; ‘Walls’ 206, Ruth 246, 2d 


Boston, Aug. 24. 


Fenway (MP) (1,373: 40-80)— 


Long awaited “Hamlet” is doing “Key Largo” (WB) and “Shanghai 


Solid | sock biz at Astor with high-brow | Chest” (Mono). 


Okay $6,000. Last 


audience, censorship hassle and week, “Foreign Affair” (Par) and 


picketing by anti-British also hypo- 
ing gate. “Babe Ruth’ still is 
holding up 


in second week at; “Babe Ruth Story” 


“Out of Storm” (Rep), $5,900. 
Memorial (RKO) (3,000: 40-80)— 
(Mono) and 


Capitol (Loew’s) (4,820; 80-$1.50) | 
| “Pitfall” (UA) and Dick Powell 


“Rope” comes into the Globe | sons today (Wed.). In 


| except for previous commitments. 


Rivoli (UAT-Par) (2,092; 60- 
$1.25) — “Velwet Touch” (RKO). 
ahead, “‘So. 

| Evil My Love” (Par) (th wk-6 


| days) 


|, Strand opens “Two Guys From | after $17,000 for fourth round. 





| 


! 
| 


Memorial. Only newcomer, “Walls “Devil's Cargo” (FC) (2d wk). Nice. 


of Jericho,” looks okay at Met. 
Estimates for This Week 


Astor ‘daycox) (1,300; 90-$2.40) 
—‘‘Hamiet” (U). Playing two 


——" after very strong $31,000 
rst. 

Metropolitan (MP) (4.387: 40-80) 
—“Walis Jericho” (20th) and 
“Michael O'Halloran” (Mono). 


shows a day and three on Satur Okay $20,000. Last week. “Key 3 at 
Largo” (WB) and “Shanghai Chest” Lady In Ermine” at Oriental and 

(Mono) nice $18,000 second week. Orpheum also shape big. Latter, 
Orpheum (Loew) (3.500: 40-80) latest Betty .Grable Opus, is play- 


day at roadshow prices for terrific 
$23,000. Guild discount accounts 
for under capacity at this scale. 
Last week, “Fuller Brush Man” 
(Col) and “Adventure Silverado” 
(Col), mild $4,800. 

Boston (RKO) (3.200: 40-80)— 
“Return Bad Men” (RKO) and 
“Campus Sleuth” (Mono). Good 

0,000. Last week, “Street No 
Name” :20th) and “French Leave” 
(Mono) (2d wk), fair $17,000. 

Exeter (Indie) (1,000; 45-75)— 
“Antoine and Antoinette” (Indie) 
and “Th? Search” (M-G) (2d wk). 
Okay $4,000 after $5,000 first. 


(SRO) 
“Dog Rusty” (Col) (2d wk). 


—‘Paradine Case” 
Fair 


' $16,000 after $19,900 first. 

Paramount (MP) (1,700; 40-80)— —‘“‘On Merry Way” 
“Key Largo” (WB) and “Shanghai “Olympic Cavalcade” (UA). 
Third week down- 


Chest” (Mono). 
town, fair $10,000. Last week. 


“Foreign Affair” (Par) and “Out of ‘(9 days) (2d wk), huge $1 
Storm” (Rep), nice $14,500. ee 


State (Loew) (3.500: 
Rusty” (Col) (2d wk). 


after okay $11,500 first. 


! 


wound up at mild $14,000 


Roxy 
“Lady 
Frances Langford, Jon Hall, Jerry 
Colonna, Harmonicats, new ice- 
show featuring Carol Lynne, Fritz 


(20th) (5,886; 80-$1.80)— 


|Dietl on stage. Opened yesterday 
$19,000 fer 


Net ope Fale ene 
initial day In d, “Walls 
Jericho” (20th) with Dick Westhen, 
Tommy Trent and iceshow on 
stage (3d wk-6 , very good 
alla Tyg gh 
ctancy, fo 
$116,000 opener. “rr 
State (Loew’s) (3,450; 80-$1.50)— 
“Easter Parade” (M-G) (9th-final 
wk). Continues in chips at $25,000 


or near, in eighth stanza ended last 


‘Tues.) night after stout $29,000 for 
seventh. “Loves of Carmen” (Col) 
due Sept. 2. ; 

Strand (WB) (2,756; 76-$1.50)—~ 
“Key Largo” (WB) and stageshow 
headed by Count Basie orch, Billie 
Holiday (6th-final wk). Looks to hit 
around $45,000 in final session, 
plenty okay for this time of run 
after brisk $49,000 for fifth. “Two 
Guys from Texas” (WB) with 
“Winner Take. All” radio show on 
stage opens Friday (27). 

Winter Garden (UA) (1,312: 55- 
$1.25) — “Peabody and Mermaid” 
(U) (2d-final wk). Doing only $15,- 
000 in initial holdover frame after 
okay $22,000 first week, albeit dis- 
appointing. Probably will stay part 
of third week with “Larceny” (U) 
set to come in next. is shut- 
tering about Sept. 30. 


Grable Torrid $12,000, 
6 4 
Port. ; ‘Parade’ Big 16G 
Portland, Ore., Aug. 24. 

“Easter Parade” is drawing lines 
this week, being first time that’s 
happened here in a long time. “On 
Merry Way” at Broadway and 





and ‘ng two houses. 


Estimates for This Week 
Broadway (Parker) (1,832: 50-85) 
(UA) and 
Soc 
$13,000. Last week, “Key Sima 
(WB) and “Madonna Desert” (Rep) 


Mayfair (Parker) (1,500; 50-95) 


40-80\— “Kev Largo” (WB) and “ 
“Paradine Case” (SRO) and “Dog Desert” (Rep) (m.o.). oe 


Solid $6,000 


Fair $8,000 Last week, “Flowing Gold” (WB) 
‘ (Continued on page 22) 





in Ermine” (90th) plus . 
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Yes, it’s really wonderful the way M-G-M’s “A DATE WITH JUDY” ts 





coming along in the “Easter Parade” manner in all its first engagements. The 
phenomenal run at Radio City Music Hall, where its FIRST 2 WEEKS ARE 
A NEW ALL-TIME M-G-M HIGH, parallels its rousing nationwide box- 


office reception. Have you had your Vitamin M-G-M today? 

=V= 
M-G-M presents "A DATE WITH JUDY”’ starring WALLACE BEERY, JANE POWELL, ELIZABETH 
TAYLOR, CARMEN MIRANDA, XAVIER CUGAT and his Orchestra, ROBERT STACK © Color by 


TECHNICOLOR * Scteen Play by Dorothy Cooper and Dorothy Kingsley + Based on the Characters 
Created by Aleen Leslie * Directed by RICHARD THORPE * Produced by JOE PASTERNAK, 








*VARIFTY’S’ LONDON OFFICE 
8 ft. Martin’s Place, Trafalgar Square 
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French Film Production in Bullish 
Trend; Joint Deals Seen Further Aid 





With 16 to 18 pictures currently 


in work at French studios, Paris 
trade feels the uptrend will con- 
tinue partly due to the recent $1,- 
860,000 loan granted by the govern- 
ment, plus assurances of improved 


domestic playing time bound to re- | 


sult from a revision of the Blum- 
Byrnes accord. That’s the present 
Gallic film situation according to 
Jacques Chabrier, head of Pathe 
Cinema’s U.S. branch, who returned 


to New York last week after a short | : : 
| sponding period last year. 


Paris vacation. 
Of films now 
stage, Chabrier said, Pathe will dis- 


tribute about seven. ll, his com- | : . 
ribute, anew sever. In 8 ithe period reviewed (3,395,095 ft.) 


'was below that of January-June 


pany expects to handle about a 
dozen pix this year, basically the 
same as 1947. Four or five will be 
primed for the international mar- 
ket while the balance will be 
grooved to the domestic field. 
Budgets on the home-consumed 
films won't quite measure up to the 
export pictures, but in that type of | 
product greater emphasis will be | 
placed on a good story calculated | 
to please the localites. 

With representatives of the Mo- | 
tion Picture Assn. of America cur- | 
rently working out final details of 
the Blum-Byrnes pact revision with 
the government, Chabrier said that 
both French producers and tech- 
nicians alike looked upon its vari- 
ous concessions as a definite stim- 
ulus to native production. Another 
aid to the Gallic industry is the 
possibility that Pathe may work 
out joint production deals with 
U. S. producers similar to the ar- 
rangement the company had with 
Sam Bischoff last year. In that 
deal, the French firm financed 
North African exteriors on the 
American indie’s “Outpost in 
Morocco.” 

Meanwhile, Pathe’s new Paris 
theatre in midtown New York is 
due to open Sept. 13 with the Mi- 
chele Morgan-Pierre Blanchar star- 
rer, “Symphonie Pastorale.” The 
house, Chabrier noted, will be the 
flagship in what ultimately may be 
a Pathe circuit in various U. S. key 
cities. Amplifying the new unit’s 
booking policy, he said its films 
would not necessarily be confined 
to French pictures but would be 
culled from the top foreign imports 
ot various countries. 


Italo Director’s ‘High’ 
~ Pay Riles B.A.; Studios 
Busy with New Filming 


Buenos Aires, Aug. 14. 


Local directors are considerably 
peeved over the unprecedented 
high salary which Italian director 
Antonio Leonviola is getting from 
San Miguel Studios—$24,000 (U.S.) 
per year—which is much more than 


local meggers rate. 

Emelco Studios has been hard 
hit by losses sustained in making 
“White Horse Inn,” which was di- 
rected by Benito Perojo. Emelco | 
plans hiring out it’s studios to 
Brazilian and Italian producers in 
an effort to recoup its losses. 

San Miguel Studios has already 
launched “Jack,” with Carlos Bor- 
cosque directing and Juan arlos 
Barbieri as the juve lead. Cast, 
which includes Nedda Francy, 
Guillermo Battaglia, Francisco 
Martinez Allende, Homero Carpena 
and Berta Moss, also has Eva 
Caselli, selected Queen of Labor 
by Senora de Peron, from a bevy 
ot beauty labor queens brought 
down from the provinces by the 





Labor Confederation for last May | 
Day’s celebrations. San Miguel has | 


completed ‘Mundo Extrano” 
(“Strange World”) a joint Brazil- 
ian-Argentine picture, with an in- 
ternational cast, directed by Fran- 
cisco Eichorn. 

Emelco is putting the finishing 
touches to “Cita con las Estrellas” 
(“Date with the Stars”), directed 
by Carlos Schlieper, with Carlos 
Thorry and Maria Duval in the 
leads. 

Roman Vinoly Barreto is meg- 
ging for Film Andes a picture with 
Calle Corrientes—the Buenos. Aires 
Broadway—as its theme. Tango 
composer Marianito Mores is te 
play the juve lead, with Yeya 
Duclel, Judith Sulian, Lydia Quin- 
tana, Maruja Roig, Amalia Barnabe 


and Diana Ingro. 


in the shooting | 


| month 
|will allow out of the country 


Trish Films Imports 
| Tripling in Value 
Dublin, Aug. 17. 

Statistics just issued by the Eire 
Dept. of Commerce rate the value 
of films imported in the first six 
months of 1948 at $1,373,712, com- 
pared with $514,948 in the corre- 


Increase is regarded by the trade 


here as surprising because the ac- | 


tual footage shipped into Eire in 


Bolivia Pix $ 
Outgo Hiked 


Washington, Aug. 24. 
Bolivia has upped to $1,500 a 
the amount of dollars it 





monthly in payment for 16m the- 
atrical films, reports the U. S. De- 
partment of Commerce. The figure 
was $500 monthly until the end of 
last year and $1,000 per month for 
the first half of 1948. Bolivia Films, 
Ltd., which imports and distributes 
16m commercial prints, has a deal 
with U. S. producers which bars it 
from distributing the 16m _ prints 
in localities where 35m prints are 
shown. Company is currently show- 
ing 16m pix in fixed locations in 
about 25 towns. In addition, there 


have regular circuits in all parts 
of the country, screening for audi- 
ences of from 100 to 300. Most of 
the pictures are imported from 
the United States. 


Other countries reported on: 


Uruguay: Theatre biz is booming 
at the nation’s 194 film houses, of 
which 92 are in Montevideo, the 
capital city. Says the report: “The 
public is buying more admissions 
than ever before. In 1947, a total 
of 14,181,734 tickets were sold in 
Montevideo, a substantial increase 
over the 12,443,087 of 1946, and 
more than double any prewar 
total.” 

Netherlands: British Eagle Lion 
recently produced “Holland in 7 
Lessons,” which was intended to 
be a short documentary but which 
was finally expanded to full length. 
Pic was described as poorly pro- 
duced, not well received in the 
Netherlands and no competition 
for the Hollywood product. During 
May of 1948, three of the 28 Ameri- 
can pictures imported into the 
Netherlands were rejected in toto 
by censors. 


Paris Shorts Producer 
Claims New Approach 
In Plastic Puppets Use 


A novel method of producing 
third dimensional animated shorts 
by the use of plastic puppets has 
been developed by the Publicolor 
Co. of Paris, according to com- 
pany head George Bloch-Simon, 
who planed home from N. Y. yes- 
terday (Tues.) after a three-week 
stay in the U. S. While here he 
made preliminary arrangements 
toward securing an American dis- 
tributor for two of the firm’s shorts 
which will be ready for release 
within three or four weeks. 

Mode of production, Bloch- 
Simon said, really isn't a com- 
‘pletely new technique but its 
freshness lies in its form of pres- 
entation. Puppets give the shorts 
both height, width and depth and 
the final result is described as a 
cross between the system used by 
Paramount producer George Pal 
‘and that employed by Lou Bunin 
|'who finishes his full-length “Alice 
‘in Wonderland” in Paris this week. 
Publicolor’s clips are filmed in 
| Agfacolor, which is basically sim- 
ilar to the American Anscocolor. 








| 





| Rome—An American company 

bought a film called “Harlem” 
‘from Cines, local company. Film 
was one of Fascist Italy’s biggest 
| propaganda films for the superior- 
it of the white race over the 
, black. ; 





are 13 travelling exhibitors who’ 


Selznick Pacts Hoare 


London, Aug. 24. 

Victor J. Hoare, former super- 
visor for Eagle Lion Distributors 
in England, has been named exec- 
utive director of the Selznick | 
Studios, Ltd., by Louis Lewis, Selz- 
nick’s European director. 

Hoare will handle all distribu- 
tion for Selznick Releasing Organi- 
zation’s pix in Great Britain and | 
Europe. 





| 
| 


Film Quota Asked 
-ByS. Africa Gov't 


Cape Town, Aug. 16. 
In House of Assembly yesterday | 
/ (15), nptice was given by the | 
Nationalist government of inten- 
| tion to introduce legislation to im- | 
pose quota system on Sovth Afri- | 
can films. Act, if passed, will | 
make it compulsory for all cinemas | 
to exhibit a quota of South Afri- | 
can-made films, believed to be 
164%. 
| There has been agitation for 


| long time among a small section 








| 
| 


of the community for more Afri- | 


|kaans (Dutch) films and three} 
companies have at various times | 
|produced full length features. | 


| Major one is African Film Produc- | 


itions, with three to its credit; | 
Uniefilms, two, and Alexander | 
Films, one. Appeal of these films | 


is limited to the Afrikaans-speak- 
ing section of South African audi- 
ences and lack of overseas mar- 
kets has given makers little if any 
profit on heavy outlay. 

Companies concerned have so 
far made no comment on proposal, 
although indications are that audi- 
ences in key cities, which are pre- 
dominantly English speaking, 
would object to imposition of 
quota of Afrikaans films. 

Production of English language 
pictures has so far been confined 
to shorts and a regular newsreel, 
but cooperation of Rank interests 
in new African Film Productions 
studios now building in Johannes- 
burg, may lead to increased output 
here. Whether industry and audi- 
ences will want protection of quota 
is doubtful. 


Balcon Asks Wilson To 


Change Decision Re 
Distribs Financing 


London, Aug. 24. 


Appeal to Board of Trade Presi- 
dent Harold Wilson to change his 
mind on decision to operate the 
Film Finance Corp. solely through 
distributors, was made by Sir 
Michael Balcon, chivf of Ealing 
Studios, when he opened the sec- 
ond International Festival of Music 
and Drama at Edinburgh Sunday 
(22). 

Balcon declared the provision of 
finance through distribs was a mis- 
take, as their only qualification was 
salesmanship, and they had no 
proper sense of values. He urged 
Wilson to think again, particularly 
.so far as documentaries were con- 
cerned. 

Describing the 45° quota as a 
challenge, Balcon said it wasn’t to 
be treated lightly, but urged pro- 
ducers to maintain quality while 
striving for increased output. 








~ Current London Shows 


(Figures shows weeks of run) 
. London, Aug. 24. 


“A La Carte.” Savoy (10). 

“All My Sons,” Globe (10). 
“Anna Lucasta,” Majesty (43). 
“Annie Get Gun,” Col’s’m (64). 
“Bless the Bride,”’ Adelphi (64). 
“Bob’s Your Uncle,” Sav. (16). 
“Cage Peacock,” Strand (20). 
“Caribbean Rhap,” Wales (12). 
“Carissima,” Palace (24). 
“Chiltern Hundreds,” Vaude (52). 
“Crime Passionel,” Garrick (3). 
“Edward My Son,” Lyric (65). 
“Four, Five, Six,” York (24). 
“Giaconda Smile,” New (12). 
“Glass Menagerie,’ M’mgrket (4). 
“Happiest Days,” Apoilo (22). 
“Little Lambs,” Ambass. (20). 
“Man Must Die.” Si. Mart. (3). 
“Off Record,” Piccadilly (60). 
“Oklahoma!” Drury Lane (69), 
“Paragon,” Fortune (16). 
“People Like Us,’ Wynd. (7). 
“Relapse,” Phoenix (30). 

“Sit Down,” Comedy (3). 
“Starlight Roof,”’ Hipp (42). 
“Travelers Joy,” Crit. (12). 
“Together Again,” Vic Pal. (72). 
| “Worms View,” Whitehall (69). 





Pix & Politics Entwined in Europe, 
Sez Maas; Only 3 Bright Spots Left 





l 


and economic obstacles to the 
flow of U. S. films overseas, Irving 
Maas, vice-prexy and general man- 





Aussie Sets Minimum 


; ‘ager of the Motion Picture Export . 
‘ Rates for P Ix Play ers Assn., said the future of the indus- 


_ Sydney, Aug. 11. /|try’s market in Europe is insepar- 
First’ award for film players in ably tied to solution of the generat 
the. state of New South Wales, | political situation. Just returned 


which covers the Sydney zone, has from a 10-week tour of MPEA con-_ 


tinental territories, Maas said 
American films were being ‘ncreas- 
ingly hedged in, forcing restrictive 
selection of product and division of 
profits out of one kitty. The dete- 
rioration of the foreign market, he 
said, is making the MPEA type of 


been set by Conciliation Commis- 
sioner W. F. Reid. ; 
Minimum rates of pay are set at 
$56 weekly for male and femme 
players; $56 weekly for singers and 
dancers: $40 weekly for bit play- 
ers. Award dates from Aug. 1, |sa 
and is set for two yeais. ‘operation a matter of necessity. 
Only trouble with this award is| In a review of the situation in 
that presently there aren't any pix each of the MPEA countries in 
in production of a major nature, |Europe, Maas painted only three 
And there doesn’t look like being bright spots— Holland, Germany 
any for a long time. ‘and Austria. In eastern Europe, 
. difficulties with the Communist- 
‘controlled countries, from Poland 
i © T .. & ‘to Yugoslavia, are eee Us phy 
squeezing American films o e 
rit. ec CialiS ‘screen, despite their popularity. 
| Maas emphasized that the disagree- 
Reverse on Hawk ‘tions stemmed not so much from 
‘ideological as straight business 
grounds. 
London, Aug. 24. In Holland, Maas disclosed that 
Bowing to trade opinion, execu- |the U. S. film industry will be able 
tive council of Assn. of Cine-Tech-|to remit about $1,800,000 in the 
nicians, meeting here Wednesday |year beginning Sept. 1. Maas has 
cided not to oppose the 20th-Fox |criminatory Dutch law compelling 
application to bring Howard Hawks all theatres in Holland to reserve 
over to direct. a minimum of 12 weeks playing 
Earlier: decision to bar Hawks time for pix from western Euro- 
working in a British studio on the pean countries. The MPEA exee 
filming of “I Was a Male War said this law would prevent U. S. 
Bride” was greeted with storm of | distributors from opening an exclu- 
They made their first decision | Austrian Setup Good 
when they heard the film was to; The Austrian situation is good, 
qualify for quota, and opposed be- | Maas said, as a result of the return 
cause they felt British directors of a normal competitive situation. 
without current commitments de- In Germany, business in the west- 
served preference. ‘ern sectors has been traveling on 
ACT will now advise Minister of an even keel since the introduction 





‘ments with the “iron curtain” na- 
night (18), reversed its decision | protested to the U. S. State Dept., 
taken a week earlier and has de- | however, against an allegedly dis- 
protests throughout industry, com- |sive showcase in Holland, but not 
pelling technicians to capitulate. the British. ‘ 





+ Describing a flock of ideological 


no objection to the application and 
as opposition from any 


sole obstacle to Hawks working 
| here has now been removed. | 


Germany soon to film backgrounds, 
and studio work will follow, prob- 
ably at Shepperton’s Sound City. 


Hawks ‘Indifferent’ 


Prior to leaving New York on 
the Queen Elizabeth Saturday (21) 
Hawks expressed complete indif- 
ference on the adverse attitude 
previously held by the ACT. While 
the matter had been handled by 
the studio itself, he added that he 
thought the union’s stand was a 
ridiculous one. Director disclosed 
that shooting on the film would get 
underway in occupied Germany 
within 10 days. Cary Grant and 
Ann Sheridan, who'll star in the 
big budgeter, are scheduled to 
leave for Europe about the first of 
the month. 


WILSON NIXES IDEA - 
OF QUOTA ON SHORTS 


London, Aug. 24. 
Advocates of a policy that news 
theatres which don’t show any fea- 
ture films should play a 45-50% 








| 
| 
| 
| 


“Bride” unit will be going to edy. 


| 





} 


} 
; 


Labor George Isaacs that they have of the currency reform. Confidence 
\in the means of exchange, he said, 
other | has spurted German reconstruction 
source is out of the question the and improved morale. 


In the east, there are headaches 
for which there is no simple rem- 
Rumania, Maas said, has 
banned ail U. S. films by an edict 
which permits only “progressive 
and realistic pictures” on domestic 
screens, Rumanian authorities 
don’t believe Hollywood pix con- 
form to these ards. 

Following unsuccessful negotia- 
tions with the Hungarian film trust, 
Maas became the object of a sharp 
newspaper attack directed by 
George Angyal, prez of the Hun- 
garian National Bureau. Maas 
was charged with trying to estab- 
lish a “U. S. film monopoly” in 
Hungary. No settlement on further 
distribution of U. S. pix in Hygn- 
gary was reached, according to 
Maas, because” that government 
wanted to buy films outright at 
prices which American pix nor- 
mally earned in a single firstrun 
theatre in Budapest. 

Deal with Czechoslovakia is still 
cooking, Maas said, but it has 
slightly cooled off from the high 
point in the negotiations. MPEA 
was unable to finalize a deal due to 
the Czechs’ desire for a reciprocal 
trade agreement. Maas informed 
the Czechs that such a deal was im- 
possible although the MPEA would 


| fulfill existing obligation of a 25% 


British quota on shorts, have re- be happy to “encourage” the distri- 
ceived short shrift from Board of bution of “good” Czech films in this 
Trade President Harold Wilson, country. 
who has reaffirmed he has no pow- 
ers to vary quotas already fixed by backlog of 30 pix te be played off 
Parliament. before reaching the end of the line. 
Claiming that news theatres were Maas said that in all the eastern 
important shop windows to mak- countries, there was a special gov- 
ers of shorts, Assn. of Specialized ernment effort to promote the play- 
Film Producers wrote to the Board ing of Russian films in the best thea- 
of Trade “strongly representing” tres. This step is part of an overall 
that a quota of 45-50%, without campaign to inculeate the people 
taking newsreels into account, with the Soviet ideology. 


would in no way harm exhibitor | 
interests. ‘WILDERNESS’ LOOKS 
FERTILE DOWN UNDER 


But the Newsreel Theatre Assn. 
Sydney, Aug. It. 


has retaliated by advising Wilson | 
that they'll find it difficult even to 
Eugene O’Neill’s “Ah, Wilder- 
ness,” which premiered at the 


Minerva for Whitehall Produc- 
bong Aug. 9, looks set. It’s the 
1 best show, put on by Whitehall 
| Nanking Acad. Resumes since “winslow Boy.’ Cast in- 
Nanking, Aug. 10. | cludes Lou Vernon, John Cazabon; 
The National Academy of Dra- ‘| Bebe Scott and Edward Howell — 
matic Arts, back in Nanking after | mostly recruited from radio. ~ 
spending the war years (1937-45) in| “Wilderness” was produced by 
the refugee capital of Chungking, Fifi Banvard, who originally came 
\is getting back to normal operation. here via vaude for the Fullers 








quota, and asking for an opportuni- | 
ty of putting their viewpoint to him 
personally or to his advisers. 








In Poland, MPEA still has a. 
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Cut Clearances in New N.Y. Area; 


oan 4 Nabes Get Day-Date With RKO 


- Nationwide campaign by distribs*‘ 
fo cut clearances beeause of the 
implications of. the Gevernment’s 
anti-trust suit has finally reached 
metropolitan New York. The 
change—so far only covering four 
outlying indie houses—was put 
through with the okay of RKO 
theatre chief Malcolm Kingsberg, 
whese houses are affected by the 
slash. Increased pressure, how- 
ever, is being brought by a num- 
ber of indie circuits that want to 
play day-and-date with both RKO 
and Loew’s theatres in many nabe 
sectors. 

Four houses now promoted to 
day-and-date spot with competing 
RKO theatres are Century circuit's 


Lynbrook and Long Beach thea- | 


tres; Randforce circuit's . Walker, 
Broeklyn; and Jolson circuit's 
Earl, Bronx. 


Revamping of clearances will not | 


be general, 
berg. 


according to Kings- 


located in comparatively new areas 
which have recently become denser 
in population. Increased number 
of potential customers permitted 
day-and-date availability for com- 
peting houses—hence RKO was 
ready to permit the change. 

Kingsberg does not think any 
New York clearance-cutting will 
be carried out in older sections of 
the city. Impression that RKO has 
a clean clearance sweep over in- 
dies throughout the city is not so. 
Kingsberg said. In a number of 
situations, competing houses have 
niways had day-and-date avail- 
ability with his circuit. 

»-RKO veepee noted that compet- 
ing chains “have always de- 
manded” shorter clearances. On 
their part, distrib toppers pointed 
out that the. New York area has 
had far more reasonable clearance 
than other parts of the country. 


‘Largo’ Turns the Key To 





New B’way Strand Record 


“Kev Largo” is. winding up its 
sixth week at the Strand, N. Y., 
iemorrow (Thurs.) to establish an 
zii-time high at this Broadway 


house under the present stage-film | 


policy. Picture with stageshow 
headed by Count Basie band and 
Billie Holiday looks to go slightly 
over $380,000 fer the six weeks. 

“Largo” enjoyed a lenger run 
ai the Strand than any film in 
many years. It started off by 


cracking the house reeord open- | 


ing week and then continuing with 


bigger business for the two follow- 


ing sessions than the Strand en- 
with many bills opening 


“Big Sleep” came closest to this 
new high money mark in 1946. 





Continued from page 3 


last week. It went directly to 
Washiagton for 0.0. by department 
biggies. Question of reiease is 
touchy since the Russians have al- 
ready sprung their own treatment 
of the trials both at home and 
abroad. 

Word from the War Dept. offi- 
cials is that the Yank edition is 


In each of the four in-| 
stances, he said, the theatres are | 





‘River’. Finale Snipped, 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Controversy over the final se- 
quenee of Howard Hawks’ “Red 
River” enced after several days of 
discussion when .Grad_ Sears, 
United Artists prexy, and Edward 
Small, repping the producer, yield- 
ed to Howard Hughes’ 


Film opens tomorrow (25) in 256 
situations in Texas, Oklahoma and 
Kansas. 

Hughes had filed an _ infringe- 
ment suit against the film in Dal- 
las, alleging that the climatic 
gun-duel footage was copied from 
a similiar final sequence in his 
film, “The Outlaw.” After the 





} sial footage, Hughes announced he 
was dropping the suit. 

Understood Hawks, who is en 
route to Europe, had given Sears 
and Small full power to act for 
him, former in his capacity as 
prexy of UA, which is releasing the 
film, and latter as the one who 
furnished second-money for the 
muilti-million-dollar western. 


Hughes was shown a compromise 
ending during the discussions, but 
rejected it. Sears-Small decision to 
eliminate the gun fight reportedly 
‘was based on information that 
Hughes held what he called “hair 
curling” affidavits and other evi- 
dence from writers and other film 
folk. Fistfight in. the final reel re- 
mains intact, it’s understood. 

Consolidated and Pathe 
turned out 400 of the revised se- 
quences over the weekend. UA 


planed them to exchanges in Dal- | 
las, Kansas City and New York. | 


Film Cutter Mae Thorsen went 
along to supervise splicing in the 
three keys. The foreign versions 
were planed to-Paris and Rome 
yesterday (Tues.). 


Variety Clubs Plan 
Henor to Fr. Flanagan, 





Washington, Aug. 24. 
Variety clubs’ midyear confer- 
ence, slated here Sept. 16-19, is 


shaping into a big turnout with pand” from the RKO circuit, Hel- | 


every tent likely to be represent- 
ed. Figqgk of reservations have al- 
ready been received by Carter Bar- 


ron and Nate Gelden who head the | 


local committee. 

| Business sessions will includ 
two proposals among other matters. 
First, erection of a statue te 


|Father Flanagan in Boys’ Town, 


Neb. Second, to take over opera- 


hospital at Saranac and to change 
| its name to the Variety Club sani- 
| tarium. 

Secretary. of State George Mar- 
shall will receive the 1947 Humani- 
tarian award at a Hotel Statler din- 
ner Saturday night (18). Chief 

| barker Robert J. O'Donnell and his 
| wife are guests of honor at a Thurs- 


day (16) dinner tendered by the shooting first vid-pic at Nassour Members of the two matters was 


delegates. 





‘ 


demands | 
that the sequence be eliminated. | 


agreement to drop the controver- | 


labs | 


Saranac San Takeover 


| tion of the Will Rogers Memorial | 








Boycott Charge 


Continued from page 3 


‘is true.” To lend further fuel to 
the fire, 20th revealed yesterday 
that Smith had sent Helprin, a let- 


‘ter Aug. 6, 12 days before the 
| Korda exec’s blast was publicized, 





ughes Dreps *s\in which he said in part: “This 
Hi Suit will confirm your suggestion that it 


' 


(the date on ‘Husband’) be de- 

‘layed.” Fact that Helprin didn't 

|demy at that time that it was his 

|suggestion, according to 20th, 

proves the fact that he holds orig- 

‘inal responsibility for the idea. 
‘Libelous’ 

Smith, in his Ictter to Helprin, 
labeled the Korda exec’s charges of 
industry collaboration in the boy- 
cott as “incorrect, incomprehen- 
sible and unfair.” He declared 
that “your references to 20th-Fox 
were factually incorrect and your 
general statements concerning the 
American film industry were not 
only unfair but libelous.” 

Helprin’s charge that 20th had 
‘collaborated with the so-called 
Sons of Liberty to prevent picket- 
ing of 20th’s “Escape” at the 
Broadway Globe, when it opened 
last week, was “completely false,” 
Smith said. “At no time did I or 
any other member of 20th discuss 
the showing of this picture with 
anyone associated with that organi- 
zation,” he declared. Smith called 
upen Helprin to “immediately pre- 


pare yourself to either prove this | 
charge or admit publicly that it is | 


false.” 


Helprin, in rebuttal, refused to 
backtrack. He declared: “There 
can be no question but that Ameri- 
can distributors are ‘submitting’ to 
| this boycott. As far as ‘collaborat- 
ing in’ goes, my sub-phrase in con- 
nection with this was ‘perhaps only 
subconscious.’ At no time did I 
ever make a direct statement to 
‘anyone, including VARieTy (which 
had printed his original blast ex- 
| clusively), to the effect that there 
|was direct collaboration. 


| ‘Collaboration’ 
| “However, since you bring up 


the matter of collaboration on the | 


part of American distributors, 
there has to be some collaboration 
somewhere along the line on some- 
| body’s part, in order for the Sons 
of Liberty to know which pictures 


Diego area where no child unde 
ventional theatre. Doctors say 
they remain in the family car. 





missions. 


Drive-Ins Cash in on Polio Scare 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 


Polio scare on the Coast has_proved a boon to drive-ins. Attend. 
ance and concession profits have jumped, particularly in the San 


r i2 is permitted to attend a con- 
kids can attend auto-theatres i 


In other sections of the west, incidentally, drive-in operators are 
luring customers with a-$1 per car priee regardless of the number 
of passangers. Cutrate admission generally results in doubled and 
even tripled concession sales which are more profitable than ad- 




















SIMPP Charges Johnston 


y! Continued 








he had done when they teamed on 
working out the Angio-U. S. films 
agreement of last March. Mulvey's 
‘agreement hinged, of course, on 
| getting approval of SIMPP’s mem- 

hership, which was taken as such a 
foregone conclusion that the 
MPAA made formal announcement 
,of his and Johnston’s London plans 
immediately after the Tuesday 
session. 

A SIMPP meeting was held here 
that same night on the proposal 
and violent objection was _ inter- 
posed.. Inasmuch as there was little 
istrong feeling among those who 
favored his going, it was agreed 
that he shouldn’t. ‘Transmitted. to 
New York, the decision started a 
whirlwind of cross-country calls. a 


3 Top Indies Give In, But... 


Johnston and prexies of some of 
the major companies succeeded in 
eonvineing Samuel Goldwyn, 
David O. Selznick and Walter 
'Wanger that Mulvey should go. As 
a result, another SIMPP exec com- 
mittee meeting was held Wednes- 
day night. The matter was left in 
the air, with another bevy of phone 
calls taking place, until a member- 
ship session took place Thursday 
night. By then it was clear that 
majority opinion was against Mul- 
vey’s going and a final vote was 
taken making the decision unani- 
mous. 

Johnston had requested SIMPP 
'to give Mulvey the same unlimited 
powers that the MPAA had handed 
him to make whatever decisions 


| were neeessary in London to im- | 


| prove the situation. SIMPP didn't 
| kick to that, but objected to indi- 
cating unanimity with the majors 





from page 5 





situation. Some companies, such ag 
20th-Fox, which has made an ad. 
vantageous deal with Rank, and 
Universal, which has contractual 
obligations, favor a lighthanded 
approach, while Paramount's Bar. 
ney Balaban and other sufferers 
under the new restrictions are 
willing to get tough. 

SIMPP apparently feels that it 
can best make its own deals by 
maintaining its independence of 
action, rather than going along 
with the majors. 


Arthur Seen Selling 986 
Stock in Mo. Theatre Cerp. 


St. Louis, Aug. 24. 

Harry Arthur, Jr., head man for 
Fanchon & Marco in St. Louis, is 
expected to sell his $98,200 worth 
of stock in the Missouri Theatre 
Building Corp., owner of the mid- 
town Missouri theatre, and also to 
acquire from the estate of the late 
Sam Komm $448,000 worth of 
bonds of the Ambassador Building 
Corp.. owner of the downtown Am- 
bassador theatre, for sale to the 
Skouras brothers. He's also ex- 
pected to chose a deal to con- 
tinue the management of the St. 
Louis Amus. Co. and its four de- 
luxe theatres—Ambassador, Fox, 
Missouri and St. Louis. 

The Skourases have offered to 
the holders of both the Ambassador 
and Missouri Bldg. Cerp. voting 
trust certificates the redemption of 
all of their outstanding mortgage 
fee and leasehold sinking fund in- 
come bonds in full, with current 
jand accumlated interest, and their 





to boyeott and which to stay away | 00 any solution they might find for | stock in the respective companies. 


from. Details of a production or | their problem of getting playing |The Skourases have offered to pay 
distribution deal are not disclosed | time in England. This could entail 1$15 per share for all stock of the 


in the public prints and only high’| the withholding of product from J. | Missouri Corp. and have agreed to 


give those facts.” 
| Om the cancellation of “Hus- 


| prin reiterated his charges. “You 
called me urging this be done, as 
did Sol Schwartz (general manager 
of the RKO circuit),” he said. “At 
the time, although I had scrious 
doubts as to the effect of the boy- 
cott, I agreed to this cancellation 
only because, as I explained to you, 
|I thought that the terms could be 
improved and that a later booking | 
‘date in cooler weather might be 
more remunerative.” 


TELEFEATURES PREPS 
1ST OF VID-PIC SERIES 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 


Sam Coslow and George Frank 
| video firm, Telefeatures, will start 








Studios Sept. 2. 
| Lima Romay, Derry Falligant, Al- 


' whieh the indies were not sure was 
| best for them. 


| film executives are in a position to | Arthur Rank or other serious steps|lend that corperation sufficient 


funds to redeem all of its outstand- 





| ing bonds, together with interest, 
SIMPP members were willing to, or $115 for each certificate and 
continue unity with the majors on $100 bond. In the case ef the Am- 
the matter of the Anglo-U. S.| bassador Corp., the price offered 
agreement of last March, but not | is $108.25. The two proposals have 
necessarily on British exhibition been interlocked, since each offer 
problems. That’s why they were in- is conditioned upen the purchase 
censed when Johnston issued a at the same time of the stock of the 
statement on Thursday (19) saying other corporation. 


not only flatly that Mulvey would | 


be on the plane the next day, but 


that Mulvey had been actively co-| 
‘operating with him as late as the 


Bond and certificate holders have 
until Sept. 10 to aecept the offers, 
and the general public, which holds 
about 3% of the stoek, is expected 


past week in regard to the Anglo- 
U. S. agreement. 


Mulvey’s Statement 


Indies’ charges that Johnston 
was trying to confuse their cooper- 
ation in regard to that pact with 
‘current problems growing out of 
the 45° quota and Rank’s refusal 


to be out of the picture. 
Meantime, the management con- 
tract of F&M to operate the St. 
Louis Ams. Co. and the four de- 
luxers has been extended to Sept. 
7. Loeal observers believe a new 
long-term pact will be signed to 
give F&M continued control of the 


‘of anything but minimum playing. houses it now manages. 











| 


Producers 


far mere detailed than the Seviet | 


_ version. which ran 30 minutes or 3 E. St. Loe Theatres Nix 


approximately half the length of, 
the American one. Additionally, 

it is claimed that the U. S. filmiza- 
tion is much more factual; contains , 


‘Bank Nite’ in Crusade 
St. Louis, Aug. 24. 
Caught in the middle of an anti- 


fonse Berge, Gene Bay! nd J request to be issued at the airport 
Rolande have been eee for ory before Johnston left, to indicate a 
tial film. Twenty-minute telefilm ,UDited front. Mulvey’s statement, 
‘will be shot on 35m and reduced “hich Johnston never handed out, 
te 16m. Coslow and Frank will |"®4: : ; 
use live orchestra for background-|, “The change in my plans is due 


time. This separation by SIMPP | 
evident in a statement by Mulvey Brit 
| which he prepared at Johnston's ° 


Continued from page 2 =—— 
umbus’ by having a one-week re- 
hearsal in advance.” 

Nonetheless, average costs, “even 
on big films,” have been brought 
down in England, he said. Mainly, 


| 


considerably more background; | gambling crusade, operators of |ing and plan to have original ‘© Matters entirely aside from the, 


and what’s most important gives three East St. Louis film houses | scores cleffed for entire proposed 


aii four participating powers a fair 
shake. 


The Russians withdrew their 
fim from Germany after only a 
few screenings when the pic was 
virtually laughed off the screen. It 
only presented the Russian partici- 
pation in the trials confining its 
subject matter to Soviet prosecu- 
ters, Russian guards posted at the 
gates, etc. The one-sided presen- 
tatien brought on the Teutonic 
laughter, it is said, since the Ger- 
man public knew that the trials 
were a four-power project. 

American pic includes a good 
deal of the film evidence used at 
the trial to prove Nazi crimes. 
Script was prepped in the U.S. by 


were ordered last week by Chief 
of Police Henry C. Bishop te 
‘eschew their “Bank Night’ policy, 
,although such boxoffice ballyhood 
has been in practice for the last 14 
years. The Chief's order was re- 
layed to customers at the downtown 
Majestic, the town’s largest house, 
in a curtain speech by the manager, 
_ Vincent O'Leary, who said the $2.,- 
| 900 in the pool would be held until 
further developments. 

At the same time the managers 
of the Esquire and Roxy, lecated 
away from the downtown area, an- 
nounced that a joint pool of $300 
likewise would be frozen. 


| The edict against “Bank Night” 


26-week series. 


IMPPRO Sells 13 Telepix 


| 


| To CBS at $7,500 Plus 
Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
| Independent Motion Picture Pro- 
‘ducers Releasing Organization has 
| signed a $97,500 deal with CBS for 
13 telefilms. IMPPRO gets $7,500 
a picture, plus 50% of everything 
above that figure that CBS gets 
_ from a sponsor. 
_ Pix are the “Eddie Drake” pri- 
vate eye series, based on radio's 
“Eddie Ace’ show. IMPPRO top- 





'why they don’t want him to go.” 


it’s the savings now being exer- 
‘March 11 agreement. My represen-, ¢; - 
tation of the SIMPP in y ae ar in cast, costumes and story. 


with the agreement as such or any which was shot al ee in F 
modifications or interpretations | Barbados, will be ready for release 
thereof, and dealing with the con-| next May. In Technicolor. it cost 
mont ag yom continue uninter-! Rank some $2,250,000 With that 
ru y. film o e way, MacDonald’ 
| What the MPAA prexy did say. next ‘Genctine ‘stint -—— oe 
at the airport was gasoline poured | Rank, will be “Digger's Republic” 
on already hot embers. He de- to be lensed on location in South 
Clared: “I understand Mr. -Mulvey Africa. 

|is not going with me because of a; -MacDonald has been under con- 
| Split in SIMPP. I was disappointed | iract to Metro since he came out 
(that United Artists producers felt | of the British army three years ago. 
he should not go. I am pleased that | However, he has never worked for 
Samuel Goldwyn, Walter Wanger tie company since he has been on 
and David O. Selznick agreed with loanout to Rank for the entire 
‘me that he should. I don't know stretch. There’s a likelihoed that 
he will take up chores for M-G af- 
One of the factors in indies | ter “Digger's” is completed since 





Stewart Schulberg and all film re- followed the closing of several | pers Herb Stroek, Paul Garrison. 







|doubt about advisability of giving! Ben Goetz, Metro’s British chief, 


search was done here. Schulberg handbooks after Fire Cemmission- Harlan Thompson and Jason James |their sanction to any new negotia-| has already approached him on the 


worked with U. S. Supreme Court er Richard T. Carter, 







Justice Robert H. Jackson on the 


Justice Jackson was bookies 


treatment. . 
chief U. S. prosecutor at the trials. 


and will get rolling immediately | is 


in a City have j : . 
Council ting, che thet the | completed one test picture tions by having Mulvey go along | subject of going to Hellywood. 


molestation. 








among the majors! British director sheves off for 


were operating without on the dozen new ones at Nassour | themselves as to steps to be taken London this week following a stop- 
| Studios. Don Haggerty isthe star. to clear up the present playdate off of a few days in New York. 
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: OPENS 16% 10 73% 
AHEAD OF 4 RECENT 
TOP ATTRACTIONS 


at the Centre, Salt Lake City. 


OPENS 22% AHEAD 
“OF PREVIOUS TOP 
MELODRAMA OF 1948 


in Worcester; doubles the Ist week's 4 
gross of same attraction in Aflantic City; a 
opens $23 ahead of this standout grosse 
in St. Louis, and tops its opening in 
Hartford and Cincinnafi. | : 


‘OPENS 49% AHEAD OF 
PREVIOUS MILLAND STARRER - 


playing the Palace, Marion, Ohio. 


. ESTABLISHES EXTRAORDINA 
me HOLDING POWER 


| at the Rivoli, New York, where Ist 
: 4 days of 3rd week topped Ist 4 days 

: of 2nd week by 14%; and at the U.A., 
Chicago, where Ist 5 days of 2nd week 
topped preceding attraction by 24%. 


ior 









ANOTHER RECORD BREAKER 


5 th Gh CEREAL RG ELE EAB ETE 





RAY ANN 


MILLAND - TODD 


By Courtesy of J, Arthur Rgnk 


GERALDINE 


FITZGERALD 
HAL WALLIS’ 


production 


‘So Evil — 
My Love _ 


w» LO G. Carroll- Raymond Huntley 
Martita Hunt - Paton: Lovell 


Moira Lister - Roderick Lovell - virectes by LEWIS ALLEN | 


Screenplay by Leonard Spigelgass and Ronald Millar » Based on a novel by Joseph Shearing 


IN LZLIOUS SULMEE ETL LIFE 
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feuding brothers. Charies Evams is 
excellent as the i and Bax- 
ter similarity does okay 2s the buck 


‘greater impact is registered. 
The screenplay by Asthat St. Clase 
is im a munner tia: iets the camera 
have greater say in the matter. The 
photography is dkay and the musi- 
cal background adequate. Jose. 


Lenden Belongs te Me 





| er Attenbor owen 
DEE 0. 6 cbc poses Alastair Sim 
Unele Henry .. . Stephen Murrey 
Dies AGNES... ceascvscss . Pay 
Mr. Jeaser Wriie Watson 
Derts Josser P Susan Shaw 
Connie . Ivy St. Helier” 


Mrs. Vizzard pets Joyee Carey 





Adapted from a bestseller by 
Nerman Collins, its doubtful 
whether this Launder-Gilliat pro- 
duction will repeat the success of 
the original novel. Starting out 
as tense melo it develops into 
broad farce, and many people may 
rightly resent being expected to 
laugh while a fight is being made 
for the life of a youth sentenced 
to death. 

Set in a typical house in a typical 
street, the plot depicts the struggles 
and hopes of a group of ordinary | 
people. They include a benizn old 
couple with their attractive daugh-— 
ter. a widowed mother with her 
only son. a faded blonde who ekes | 
out a pittance at a night club, and 
the landlady herself. slightly 
soured but almost falling for a 
fake spiritualist. All lead a hum- 
drum existence until the young lad, | 
in his desire to make some easy | 
money and court the girl down-| 
stairs, gets involved in a murder 
and is sentenced to death. 

Until now it has been a vigorous. 
piece of melodrama, tense and ex- | 


_ @d om the print, the film's pace 


French Idea of Footage 


Paris, Aug. 24. 

Meterage tax with which the 
French government has been 
threatening U. S. films is still very 
much alive. It's elimination was 
guaranteed under one of the origi- 
nal compromise proposals for re- 
vision of the Blum-Byrnes agree- 
ment, but the clause banning the 
tax is not in the final compromise. 


Reps of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America are fighting it 
bitterly, claiming it would be con- 
trary to the spirit of the agreement 
reached last week by which about 
$14.500.000 in frozen U. S. funds 
will be thawed in return for Blum- 
Byrnes revisions decreasing the 
number of U. S. films imported 
and increasing the French quota. 

The tax would amount to about 
$6.000 for the average picture, 


are good. 
Although a trio of editors work- 


could hive been speeded further - 
by. deletion of superfluous se 
quences that add nothing to the 
developiaent ef the piet. Credit- 
able and lucid are John Erskine’s 
English ities. 


Fike Benerabie 
( atherime 
(FRENCH) 


Eurepean Copyrights release of Marcel 
“Hermes pr Siars Edwizge Feuil- 


 & eduction. 
Directed by Georges Lampin 


length. As passed by the lower 
house, it calls fer a levy of zero 


Charge Still Not Kayoed 


Continued from pare 3 
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likely, the relationship has become 
so strained. 


don over the weekend that he is 
holding up further delivery to 20th 
of his films until the boycott sit- 
| uvation clarifies is believed to have 
been the tipoff on a pending break 
that will be final. Korda has de- 
livered so far only two films, “An 
Ideal Husband” and “Anna 
Karenina,” under the pact, which 
ihas run 16 months. He is under 
obligation to deliver 12 more by 
May 1, 1951, if both sides don't 
agree to call it quits 

Two Korda pix have also recent- 
ly been bought outright by 20th 
| They are “Mine Own Executioner” 
iand “Man About the Hoeuse.” 
| Neither has been released yet, al- 
though “Executioner” was dated in 


which runs about 10,000 feet im New York and pulled because of | 


the boycott. 
“Husband” and “Karenina” have 





Korda’s announcement in Lon-' 


to 1,200 frances per meter at the fared rather badly in the U. S., but 
discretion of the Finance Minister. the former is now in distribution 
He has indicated he'll make it 300 py 20th in Australia and South 
to 400 francs per meter. Africa and doing very well. If the 
Although the two items were not 20th deal is nixed, as expected, it 
actually traded off against each | js though Korda might again set 
other, the meterage tax was left in up the deal he formerly had with 
the compromise draft that in-| Metro for South Afriean distribu- 
creased the number of films the tion. What he'd do for U. S. and! 
majors can import from 100 to 120.| Canadian distribution is a moot 
It is said that the income from the | point. 
extra 10 films will just about cover | 
the per-meter tax. 





(In French; English Titles) 
“The Honorable Catherine” is. 
one of these bad French mistakes 
that never should have been im- 
' ported into ihis country. This pic 
attempts a genre of madcap comedy | 
which only succeeds in being ab- 
surd. It will have ne appeal for the 
usually discriminating art house 
_ clientele. 
Disheveled yarn concerns a 

blackmailing femme who makes | 
/ capital out of extra-marital she- | 
narigans. _ 2 ser gama a | 3 
seene full of irate hus a C on 
| ducking Rome tp the blackmailer Freach 
| gets involved in a leve affair with | he. 
}a young roue. But before the final | Continue® from: page & 
| clinch occurs, there are a series of | proved by the Centre Nationale de 
wild episodes of pretended insani- la Cinematographie, with approval 
| ty whieh have little relevancy to not to be withheld “unreasonably.” | 





Twe Films New Ready 
London, Aug. 24. 

| The two films which would have 
| been delivered to 20th in Septem- 
|ber and October under the Korda 
‘eontract are “Bonnie Prince! 
' Charlie,” a Technicolor production | 
starring David Niven, and “Fallen | 
Idol,” produced by Carel Reed with | 
Michele Morgan and Ralph Rich- | 














To Enlarge Film Pool 


Wobbly status of 20th-Fox's 
worldwide distribution deal with 
Sir Alexander Korda and the wun- 
certainties of product delivery by 
United Artists brought on this 
week's 10-year distribution ticup 
between 20th and RKO in South 
Africa, it has been learned. Since 
20th is no longer certain of obtain- 
ing Korda’s pix for the South Afri- 
jean dominion, company found it 
necessary to supplement its suppiv 
elsewhere in order to keep its cus- 
tomers going. Twentieth and UA 
together have been feeding one of 
the Schlesinger circuits plus cer- 
tain indies in the dominion. 

These theatres had been sup- 
plied by 20th and UA on a product 
division of 60%-40% respectively 
between the two companiés. Be- 
cause 20th can no longer count on 
the delivery of Korda’s British 
films and UA’s releases have been 
uncertain, company turned to RKO 
for additional preduct. 

Tieup, beginning Sept. 1, makes 
20th the sole and exclusive distrib 
,of RKO pix in South Africa. in- 
eluding films made on the RKO 
lot; those made by indies ‘such as 


| 
| 


|Samuel Goldwyn and distributed 


through RKO; and those preduced 
in Britain by the company. 
Advantage to RKO in the deal 
is the fact that it can bring along 
its big indie producers. Heretofore, 
RKO released through the Schle- 
singer interests. Since it was with- 
out its own distribution facilities, 
outside preducers were free to 
make their own releasing arrange- 
ments through other companies or 
in any other manner under the 
terms of their contracts with RKO. 


the discernable plot. Revenue earned outside of France 
Edwige Feuillere, who was seen by such films would not have to be 

ast in the U.S. in her brilliant returned to France. 

performance in “The Idiot.” im-| 6. Purchase ef rights to motion 

parts verve to the role of the picture produced in France for 

blackmailer but she can’t cope | worldwide distribution or sale out- 

with the zany situations. Andre | ide the franc zone, such purchase 


Without outside product such as 
that ef Korda, 20th has always 


pix which Kerda has found it difficult to keep the South 
almost ready and which ordinarily | African theatre customers going. 


would have gone to 20th on out- | Several years back, it distributed 
right sale for its distribution in| J. Arthur Rank’s films in the do- 
the western hemisphere. are “The minion but that arrangement 


ardsen starred. 
The two pix 


Winslow Boy.” 


Luguer registers as a conventional 


to be subject to French approval. 


Starring Robert 


ended when Rank made a three-ply 


lover. Rest of the cast play in a | 
broad style of comedy. Herm. 


' 


7. Purchase of films rights to 
books, plays, stories and music 
properties, and film patents, pro- 
vided subsequent royalties due to 
the seller be paid im the currency 
of the nation in which royalties ac- 
crue. 

8. Purchase of longterm French 











Shorter Footages | 


Continued from page 3 











Donat. and “Small Back Room,” partnership tie with Universal! and 


securities and French industry se- 
curities except 
with the motion picture business, 
unless these last are specifically 
approved by the Centre Nationale 


citing, and up to the standard ex- their necks, are thus seen able to 
pected from the Launder-Gilliat| make their pix longer. Two other 
team. But without warning, and in indie producers, however, have fol- 
changes and the organizing of {lowed the trend, with Independent 
petition to save the life of the boy ie < Velvet ve et an 
is treated as something meant to /¢ase) coming out a minutes. de la Cinematographie. 


those connected | 


a Michael Powell-Emeric Press- 
burger production. 


French Pact 


mm, Comtinued from page 5 


A. Mayer. chief of the internation- 
al division of the Motion Picture 
Assn. of America, at its elbow as 
expert adviser. 
Fast Action 

The new pact was presented to 
industry toppers in New York last 
week and approved with certain 














the Schlesingers for the entire 
country. 

Since the 20th-RKO combo gives 
beth companies added bargaining 
strength, it is thought likely that 
similar deals may be made in 
other dollar areas. Apparently, 
lawyers for both companies have 
ruled the merger legal under anti- 
‘trust laws. A previous combining 
of 20th and Paramount to distrib- 
ute 16m prints overseas was sty- 
mied when Par’s legalites objected 
‘to it on that ground. 


- 








be teiiettenet : Joesn't| 2nd Hal Wallis’ “Sorry, Wrong “ : : stry 
come off sey 7 Number’ (Paramount) released at Fling Smet yh ay eg 
Lack of consistency in the treat-; 89 minutes. j j l ; the Centre N 
ment unfortunately brings the film M ces safhicetnne ng Mea A uti 
ore Examples tionale approves the last. . 


down to an average level. With its 
excellent characterizations, its 
meaty story and fine London back- 

rounds it should have been a 

rstrate thriller. But it isn’t. 

An exceptionally big cast handles 
the characterizations with skill, but 
top honors go to Richard Atten- 
borough, living the part of the 
flashy voungster whe wants to go 
places the easy way, and Alastair 
Sim, who just can’t miss as the 
fake medium. Fay Compton, Wvlie' 
Watson and Susan Shaw are typical 
suburbanites, but Stephen Murray 
is more of a caricature than a Exmine” is 89 minutes. 

Downward trend in _ footage 
length. according to homeoffice 
spokesmen, offers proof that the 
| studios are keeping an eagle eye 
/on their producers, making cerfain 
‘that all seripts are tight as possible 
and that shooting is kept down to 
the lowest minimum. One interest- °". 
ing aspect of the situation on whieh ™4!2 


~ 





character. Myro. 


The Spirit and the Flesh 
(TPALIAN) 

Variety Film release of Lux (Mario Can- 
¢rini) production. Stars Gino Cervi. Dina 
Saseoli: features Ruggeroe Rucgeri. Enrico 
Glori. Luis Directed by Valen- 
tine Brosio. Screenplay, Canerini, from 
Aiessam@ro Manzoni’s novel: camera, An- 
chise Brizzi; editors. Gino Brosio, Nathan 
Cy Breunstein. Clement Douneias: music, 


lidebrande Piszeti: English titles. Jobn 4), : hadn’ lanned but Will be disappointingly low, but 
Erskine. Previewed N. Y. Aug. it, “48. the majors hadn't plann : ee . 
Konning time. 185 MINS, a which has already begun to bear they are looking forward to an ex 

Renzo vosesneseseeseces Gino Cervi| evidence is that shorter features Cellent first quarter for the 1949 
Lucia cotperessee-a-. Dina Sasseli F we fiscal year. The economies, which 
Don Abbemd der...’ Mapenae Pulse _. eee pes “vai a the company has made at both its 

oes mGN®.-+--.-. endo shorts. Those exhibitors playing - ey 
Tienes Carlo Ninchi Single features now have time for ome office and studio, and the 


Padre Christoforo.... Luis Hurtado 


Among the majors. Metro's 
“Julia Misbehaves” runs 99 minutes 
and “Luxury Liner.” a Technicolor 
musical that would have gone wel 
over an hour and 40 minutes last 
vear, how released at 97 minutes. 
Same situation is true for Colum- 000,006. Under terms of the $15.- 
bia’s “Loves of Carmen.” out at 000.000 credit. the amount avail- 
95 minutes. Par’s “Ismt It Ro- able to U decreased by $2,000,000 
mantic” is 87 minutes and its at the end of the first year. It ex- 
“Night Has a Thousand Eyes” is pires May 1. 1952. Banks involved 
80 minutes. Universal's “Mr. Pea- are Guaranty Trust, N. Y., First 
bedy and the Mermaid” runs 89 National of Boston and Bank of the 
minutes and 20th-Fox’s “Lady in Manhattan Co., N. Y. 

Various rumors concerning the 
company’s condition, publicly 
termed malicious by U prexy Nate 
Blumberg on the Coast last week, 
were likewise said by top banking 
sources to be unfounded. 

It is freely admitted by U exees 
that the company’s net profits, as 
shown in its statement for the re- 
der of its current fiscal year, 








U’s Cash Position 


Continued from page 3 
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two shorts where thev formerly £004 b.o. results of a number of 


eo a ae Ines Zacconi . pA : : ei ploac 7 3 
ii Conte Atilli....... Franeo Seandurra ran one, while double-bill houses, a “on ge age pe ~ ‘a 
BUMERE eee nerve een Gilda Marehio ‘which formerly confined their flected then. oe areal — 
Ryde See i de a Mslnale Enzo Biliotti | Shorts booking to only a newsreel, for it by Walter Wanger, who 





(In Italian; English Titles) _ 

Adapted from a classic romantic 
novel by Alessandro Manzoni, “The 
Spirit and the Flesh” is a lengthy 
lialian import whose market ap- 

ars tu lie in carefully booked art 

ouse situations. 

A weaith of pageantry has gone 
into this peried piece, and the 
basically simple plot builds into a 
story of tremendous scope. Picture 
unfolds the stru of youthful 
Gino Cervi to betrothed, 
Dina Sassoli, despite the interfer- 
ence of Enrico Glori, the heavy. 

Story is also a deeply religious 

in which bates is tg than 
example where genu- 
bound to save one from 
' iformances are uniformly 
_ geod with Cervi, Miss Sassoli and 
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‘now find time on their schedules Shares evenly in the profits, is do- 
to book in a single-reeler. ing better than the company’s pre- 
i vious high-grosser, “Canyon Pass- 
age.” 
Frankenstein” and “Feudin’, Fuss- 
in’ and A’Fightin’,” are also rack- 
ing up encouraging grosses. 


“‘Feudin’” at $460,000 





‘Intruders’ First In | 
New Metro Schedule 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
“The Intruders,” one of 10' 
, “progressive” pix scheduled, will ; Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
be the first film on Metro’s new. First month’s bookings of “Feud- 
production slate, Dore Schary an- in’, Fussin’ and A-Fightin'” are 
nounced after huddles with Louis expected to return the film’s nega- 


' 





‘B. Mayer. Clarence Brown will pro- tive costs. UI is pointing to the 


‘duce and direct from William comedy as an example of entertain- 
Faulkner novel about a boy and an ing film fare at low cost. Racking 
elderly woman who save an inno- up high grosses in its early engage- 
‘cent Negro from lynching. ‘ments, “Feudin’” was made in 17 


‘boy in the Mississippi-background- | 


ed yarn, »producer Leonard Goldstein. 


+ ee 


requested modifications. These. 


“Abbott & Costello Meet. 


| cept to refer the 
\sador Lewis 


Deuglas 
: \He is said privately 
Claude Jarman, Jr., will play the days at a reported cost of $460,000. sym 


pathetic 
George Sherman direeted for | awaiting the proper 
| present the case. 


were transmitted to the State Dept. 
for consultation with the French, 
and agreement was won on them 
within four days. The agreement 
in final form was slated for signing 
this week if squawks to the State 
Dept. by Walt Dismey and other 
indies, charging discrimination in 
favor of the majors, don't upset 
the deal. 

Major modification requested was 
a reopening each year of the clause 
governing the number of films that 
can be imported. Yank distribs felt 
that the 121 pix annually (110 
from the majors, 11 from the in- 
dies! was too small for the life of 
the four-year agreement. They de- 
sired the prospect of sending in 
more product if the French eco- 
nomic situation improved. 

Initial French counter-proposal 
was that if the pact was to be re- 
opened at the end of each year, 
all aspects of it should be reviewed 
and be subject to rewriting. 


whole thing could be cancelled by 
either party and they would fall 
back on existing contracts. 

This was unacceptable to the 
Americans, who didn’t feel it fair 
that the whole pact be jeopardized 
by efforts to improve one aspect. 
A few days of further negotiation 
were carried on and the French 


agreed to reopening as the Ameri-| 


cans wished, with inability to come 
to agreement on the number of 
films meaning merely that 121 
would continue to be the figure. 

The industry has, as a matter of 
fact, asked for State Dept. aid in 
the past few months, but, it is 
thought, belatedly. 
ways avoided, if possible, getting 
into the dispute with the British. 
On the request recently made for 


department has made no move ex- 
matter to Ambas- 
London. 


be 
. but biding his 
opportunity 


£ 
5 


i 


If | 
there was no agreement, then the. 


State has al-. 


its aid in fighting the quota law, 


} 








i Kelly's Trip 


would turn out 35 pictures over a 
| five-year period for UA release. 
|Idea has just about been given up 
|now as impractical, since equip- 
/ ment for a new studio isn't avail- 
able, even if UA and the Irish syn- 
dicate were willing to spend dol- 
i lars to get it, 

There are no other immediate 
_plans for production in England 
‘and Kelly will concentrate on ef- 
_ forts to relieve ihe booking jam for 
UA product. It is understood 
, there is not a date for a new re- 
|lease by the company until next 
_danuary. Part of this big hiatus is 
due to Rank’s having filled in the 
|time otherwise fer six months 
ahead during the embargo on US. 
| film shipment to Britain and partly 
to lack of sympathy toward UA by 
| Rank on a personality Ss. 

UA is particularly nettled by the 
fact that it is a part owner of 
Odeon. Under British law. how- 
ever, Rank, as majority stockhold- 
er, always casts the decisive vote 
and minority shareholders have 
nothing to say. Kelly, while in 
London, nevertheless will attend 
a directors’ meeting of Odeon 
Cinema Holdings Corp., parent 
company of the circuit and of 
which UA owns 50%. 

Potential lawsuit which UA had 
British counsel scouting was based 
on these holdings in Odeon. Some 
lawyers thought there was a poten- 
tial cause of action, but most felt 
there was not and thus the idea is 
being dropped. 

British situation, as outlined 
above, was discussed by the UA 
‘board in a session in New York 
last Thursday (19). Kelly, who 
presided in the absence of prexy 
Grad Sears, who was on the Coast, 
detailed the situation. Directors 
alse brought up to daie on 
changes in el in the 
department and several! pros- 
releasing deals were dis 
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Wedneday, August 25, 1943 


Inside Stuf—Pictures 


While the announcement from Paris several months back of the 
rfection of the grrr! ge ay — — = limelight 
” ) on: own Scan-| ods of obtaining tinted pix through use 0 ack-and-white film, 
wa aor oa. ty aot good | aan majors have been working intently op basically similar proc- 
$2,500. esses which also employ simple black-and-white negatives. Understood, 
United Artists (Parker) (895; 50- one company is almost ready to spring the new system on the industry, 
85)—“Easter Parade” (M-G). Giant! Method, it’s said, uses the same four separate images on one frame 
$16,000 or near. Last week, “On which both Rouxcolor and Thomascolor employ plus one big improve- 
Island With You” (M-G) (3d wk),+ment. This major is attempting to skirt the need for special apparatus 
‘on theatre projectors. That special equipment, so far, has been neces- 
cary to merge the four images into one on the screen. Black-and-white 
film use, incidentally, is considered the ultimate in tinting because it 


____ VaRIETY 


scale and “Wallflower” (2d wk). | 
Solid $8,500. Last week, $9,000. 
Playhouse (H-E) (1,200; 50-85)— 
“Canon City” (EL) and “Smart 
Woman” (Indie) (m.o.) (6 days). | 
Fair $1,500. Last week, “Emperor pe 




















DENVER 


(Continued from page 12) 
Okay $6,500 for final week. Last 
week, fair $7,000. 

Denham (Cockrill) (1,750; 35-70) 
—“Foreign Affair” (Par) (2d wk). | 
Good $10,000. Holds. Last week, | 


ney $14,000. = 
gg Be (Fox) (2,525; 35-74)— 


Det. Still Slow Albeit 
‘Canon’ Bangup $29,000; 
‘Time’ Fast at $21,000! 








Detroit, Aug. 24. | fine $7,200. 


Biz continues on the downgrade | 





(WB) and 





“Life With Father” 


“Wallflower” (WB), day-date with | 
a $16,000. Last week, | 


Esquire. Good D0 
“Meet Frankenstein” (U) and 
“Checkered Coat” (20th), nice $17,- 
000. ? 

Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74)—“Life 
With Father’ (WB) and “Wall- 


flower” (WB), also Denver. Nice | 


$3,000. Last week, “Deep Waters” 
(20th) and “Jinx Money” (Mono), 
air $2,500. 
: ther sto (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“On Island With You” (M-G) and 
“Guns of Hate” (RKO). Big $19,500, 
and holding. Last week, “Melody 
Time” (RKO) and “Mystery in 
Mexico” (RKO), $14,500. 
Paramount (Fox) (2,200; 35-74)— 
“Man-Eater of Kumaon” (U) and 
“Wouldn’t Be in Shoes” (Mono), 
day-date with Webber. Modest at 
$9,000. Last week, “Deep Waters” 
(20th) and “Jinx Money” (Mono), 
fine $12,000. ; 
Rialte (Fox) (878; 35-74)—“Will 
It Happen Again” (FC) and “Argyle 
Secrets” (FC). Mild $2,500. Last 


here and the end apparently is not | ‘ 


in sight. Fox is stopping the city 
with session for “Canon City.” 
United Artists with “Time of Life” 
shapes big while third week of 
“Key Largo” at Michigan is okay. 
Others are mainiy so-so. 
Estimates for This Week 
Adams (Balaban) (1,740; 70-95) — 


“Easter Parade” (M-G) (6th wk). | smount is surprisingly slow, and a| 


Satisfactory $7,000, compared with 
easy $8,000 in fifth stanza. 
| Art Cinema (Marten) (459; 60-90) 
'_—‘Spectre of Rose” (Indie) and 
| “Beauty and Beast” (Indie). Good 
| $3,000 or over. Last week, “Lucky 
| Bride” (Indie) and “Bohemian 
| Rapture” (Indie), $3,800. 
| Broadway-Capitol (United De- 
| troit) (3,300; 70-95)—“Train to Al- 
_catraz” (Rep) and “King of Gam- 
blers” (Rep) plus stageshow featur- 
ing Bela Lugosi, Rose Murphy, 
|Harry Babbitt, Larry Paige orch. 
Disappointing $20,000. Last week, 
“I. Jane Doe” (Rep) and stageshow 
headed by Cab Calloway and Ca- 


| Rochester’ Ups ‘Legion’ 
| Rugged $13,000, Seattle 


Seattle, Aug. 24. 

| Personal by Eddie Anderson 
| (Roehester) is boosting “Gallant 
| Legion” at Palomar to great $13,- 
1000. “Lady in Ermine” at Par- 


|real disappointment. “Life With 
| Father” shapes sturdy at the Fifth 
| Avenue. 

Estimates for This Week 

Blue Mouse (H-E) 800; 45-80)— 
“Melody Time” (RKO) and “Cur- 
ley” (UA) (3d wk). 
Last week, “Meet Frankenstein” 
(U) and “Stage Struck” (Mono) (3d 
wk), nice, $3,300. 

Fifth Avenue ‘H-E) (2,349; 45-80) 
—“Life with Father’ (WB) and 
“Wall flower” (WB). Sturdy $11,- 
000. Last week, “Melody Time” 
(RKO) and “Curley” (UA) (2d wk), 
nice $7,300. 


Good $3,500. | 


Liberty (Ind) (1,650; 45-80) —' 


| permits shooting with ordinary camera, an obvious cost advantage. 





John Ford and.Merian C. Cooper of Argosy believe they’ve got an- 
other Gary Cooper in Ben Johnson—if they can keep him all in one 
piece. Former stunt rider became a star in “Fort Apache” and now is 
inked for leads in “She Wore a Yellow Ribbon” and “Stingaree.” Fame 
and the resultant cash haven’t impressed Johnson too much, however. 
He doesn’t see why he shouldn’t continue to pick up what he considers 
to be easy money at rodeos. He picked up $800 last weekend busting 
a bronc at the Santa Paula rodeo and was at the Orange County rodeo 
the week before. Last week Cooper caught Johnson practicing in a 
local stockyard and the producer’s hair got grayer. Johnson landed in 
/town eight years ago as a nursemaid for 18 cowponies Howard Hughes 
'imported for “The Outlaw.” 


; 





A diamond-mining cycle of films appears in the offing. Already 
' announced for production are three films which deal with a quest for 

ems. 
, “King of the Diamonds” is to be made next year by Frederick Bris- 
| son under the Independent Artists banner for RKO release. Picture is 
| based upon the life of the diamond pioneer, the late Barney Barnato. 
| Another is “Rope of Sand,” which Hal Wallis is producing for Para- 
|}mount. Based upon a story by Walter Doniger, the picture has a South 
| African diamond background. Costarred are French actress Corinne 
| Calvet and Burt Lancaster. A third is “Diggers Republic,” which 
David MacDonald will make in South Africa this winter for J. Arthur 





week, “Street No Name” (20th) and d. Whitson | “Easter Parade” (M-G) (2d wk). 

— Chest” (Rep) (m.o.), fine | ggg Baa wien” ery Paige ina Last week, terrific Rank. 

he cbber (Fox) (750; 35-74)—| orch, fine yo ) (2.863: 70- Music Box (H-E) (800: 45-80)— Nunnally Johnson, who went back to 20th-Fox as a writer-producer 

“Man-Eater of Kumaon” (U) and! _Downtown {Ba > + “Four | -Kéy Largo” (WB) and “Fabulous last week, is awaiting return from Europe of Darryl Zanuck before 

“Wouldn't Be In Shoes” (Mono),;95)—‘Drums” (Indie) an our’ Joe” (UA). (5th wk). Steady $4,500 | Making any pitch to dispose of the assets of his indie, Inter-John, Inc., 
Feathers” (Indie) (reissues). Fair} 54, very good $5,000 last week. | formed when he joined U-I four years ago. Besides proceeds from 


also Paramount. Thin $2,000. Last 
week, “Meet Frankenstein” (U) and 
“Checkered Coat” (20th), fine $3,- 
500. 


‘Roots’ Mighty $18,000, 





$7,000. Last week, “Man-Eater of 
Kumaon” (U) and “Jinx Money 
(Mono), nice $10,000. 

Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) 
—“‘Canon City” (EL) and “Return 
of Whistler” (Col). Fat $29,000 or 
Last week, “Escape” (20th) 





Music Hall (H-E) (2,200; 45-80) 
—“Date With Judy” (M-G) and 
“Shaggy” (Par) (3d wk). Great 
$9,000. Last week, $10,700. 

Orpheum (H-E) (2,600; 45-80)— 
“Enchanted Valley” (EL) and “Gal- 


trio of completed films, assets include three novels, “The Great Snow.” 
“Treachery” and “One More Unfortunate,” and a play, “The Purple 
| Mask.” U-I owns 51% of Inter-John, remainder being held by Johnson 
| and Johnny Hyde of the William Morris agency. Trio of pix on which 
| proceeds still are coming in consists of “The Dark Mirror,” “The Sen- 
| ator Was Indiscreet” and “Mr. Peabody and the Mermaid.” 





’ * over. L w lant Bess” (EL). Slow $6,000. Last 
‘Largo Same, Top Cincy and “Mickey” (EL), rong ee ve. nee —, sete —_ Part of its ad-publicity campaign for Alfred Hitchcock’s “Rope,” War- 
Cintiealt. ‘tia i a A ge s eowall- coxa Ry aaa n Society” (Mono), | ner Bros. is issuing a slickly published brochure describing the film’s 
Returns at major stands are on ime (WB) (3d wk). Satisfactory Palomar (Sterling) (1,350; 45-80) | Se en ae yore en masse to schools, 
the bounce, adding up to a brisk| $18,000 after terrific $27,000 | —“Gallant Legion” (Rep) with! articles by Jack L Warnes tiilieh. and Tocheien ap one ee 
summer session. “Key Largo” and | second stanza. Rochester” Eddie Anderson 0n | Kaimus on various phases of the pic’s meth ane mony “Rope” rd first of 


“Tap Roots” are socko and about 
even for top money, with anotffer 
firstrun, “Velvet Touch” trailing 
in smoothy stride. 
Estimates fer This Week 
Albee (RKO) (3,100; 50-75 )— 


“Velvet Touch” (RKO). Smoothy | 


$12,500. Last week, “Lady in 
Ermine” (20th), hotsy $16,500. 
Capitol (RKO) (2,000; 50-75) — 
“Key Largo” (WB). Smash $18,000, 
warranting extended run. Last 
week, “Easter Parade” (M-G) (4th 


| “State 


' $21 ,000 
| geles” (Rep) (2d wk), 


| Palms State (U-D) (2,716; 70-95) 


'—“‘So Evil My. Love” (Par) and 
Struck” (Mono) (2d_ wk). 
/Good $15,000 after breezy $20,000 
| opener. 

United Artists (U-D) (2,976; 70- 
95)—“Time of Life” (UA). Big 
, Last week, “Melody 
Time” (RKO) and “Old Los An- 
nice $15,000. 





stage. Radio comic on stage help- 
ing to rousing $13,000. Last week, 
“Buck “Privates” (FC) and “Broad- 
way” (FC) (reissues), okay $7,300. 
Paramount (H-E) (3,039; 45-80)— 
“Lady in Ermine” (20th) and 
“Fighting Back” (20th). Fairly 
good $9,000 for new Betty Grable 
starrer. Last week, “Campus 
Sleuth’ (Mono) and “Return of 
Bad Men” (RKO), fair $7,600. 
Reosevelt (Sterling) (800; 45-80) 
“Tarzan N. Y. Adventure” (M-G) 





the Transatlantic Pictures (Hitchcock-Sidney Bernstein) to be released 
by Warners. 





Hollywood group of writers, story editors, agents, et al, were kicking 
around “top story idea men” in the industry, and the voting reduced 
itself down to Darryl Zanuck, Dore Schary, Jerry Wald, Jerry Horwin 
and Bryan Foy, in that order. Of the quintet, four are producers, 
and Horwin is an agent (Nat C. Goldstone agency), as well as a 
writer. Of the group, four were or are writers. 





Newest ballyhoo 


gimmick is th i i i ws 
| vised by U-I. e audience-participation trailer de 


Studio has lensed a one-minute trailer which opens with 











‘e: ’ Wh. f 
wh), a $8,000 finale for socko Sisters $11,000, Mont | 92. ae. Search” (M-G) (2d wk), a shot of Ava Gardner and wolf whistles on the soundtrack. Audiences 
ich 11.000. 56-78).— ‘Meuivedl, hug. M%. (ee5 “Tarcan Secret. Treasure” will be asked to add their own whistles to the bedlam. 
“Search” (M-G) .and “Night at| Four new bills here this week|(M-G). Nice $3,000. Last week,|} 
Oo a4 (M-G) oo cage ca a —_ none is "- rooeg oo — e ‘Rh? eine 
. I ast “ w a ca ng made vy Idov oa 
(EL), nifty $10,500. “All My Sons” and “Best Years. PITTSBURGH Yanks Nix B P osition 


Keith’s (City Inv.) (1,542; 50-75) 
—‘Peabody and Mermaid” ‘(U) (2d 
wk). Pleasing $6,500 after good 
$9,500 preem. . 

Lyrie (RKO) (1,400; 50-75) — 
“Foreign Affair” (Par) (m.o.). Par 


Top newcomer looks to be “Sainted 
Sisters,” okay at Capitol. 
Estimates for This Week 
Loew's (C.T.) (2,855; 34-64) — 





“Best Years” (RKO) (2d wk). Good 
$14,000 after big $18,000 opener. 


(Continued from page 13) 


“Black Arrow” (Coil), fairly good 
$11,000. 

Penn (Loew’s-UA) (3,300; 44-76) 
—‘‘Paradine Case” (SRO). Notfces 
were lukewarm but that all-stars 




















Continued from page 5 


sided as it appears. Whether be-; Only alternative is the Associated 
cause of a change in taste, or pos- British Cinemas web, which War- 
‘sibly the growing nationalistic ner Bros. and ’s regularly 
spirit, domestic product is now 








$6,000. Last “Return of Bad | : i la d th 

~ - . 'T.) (2,412; 30-57): —| cast is helping to strong $21,000 or |** : ae Diay, an e independent houses. 

i we Si — I with | cand Sisters” (Par). Okay $11,-| mear. Holds. Last week, “Time of a ean cae British indies provide about 60°% 
| ° ’ 


“Deep Waters” (2@th) (m.o.), so-so 
$4,500 


(000. Last week, “Scudda Hoo!” 


Life,” (UA), $18,000. 


‘ of British 


Pala ; (20th), $9,000. ttitz (Loew's) (800; 44-76) — far from a satisfactory solution, for 
“pap Reote’ (0), ‘Ronty 15 000,| Palace (C.T.) (2,625; 30-57) —| “Faster Parade” (M-G) (m.o.) (2d | Yank film—in fact far im excess of 'a variety of reasons and, when it 
Last week. “Foreign Affair’ (Par), “Winter Meeting” (WB). So-so | WK). Sturdy $5,000 on top of sug- | What » tay S. B’ would gross back comes to a showdown, it is not 
great $16,000 es Last week, “Miracle of | ty, $6,000 last week. © States. | 100% certain that all the U. S. dis- 

; Senator (Harris) (1,750; 44-76)—|_ The MPAA prexy, as he 


(RKO) (2,100; 50-75 — 
“Lady in Ermine” (20th) (m.o.). 
Average $5,000. Last week, “Canon 
City” (EL) (m.o.), $4,500. 


LOS ANGELES 


(Continued from page 12) 





Bellis” (RKO) $9,500. 

| Princess (C.T.) (2,131; 30-57) — 
/“All My Sons” (U) (2d wk). Nice 
$9,000, after big $12,500 opener. 

| Imperial (C.T.) (1,839; 26-42) — 
| “Wallflower” (WB) and “Thirteen 


“Black Arrow” (Col) (m.o.). Rou- 

tine $3,500. Last week, “Walls of 

Jericho” (20th) ‘(m.o.) $3,000. 
Stanley (WB) (3,800; 44-76) — 

“Foreign Affair” (Par) (2d wk). 

Okay $11,000 after nice $18,500 
t week. 


Lead Seldiers” (20th) Average $4,- | las 


000. Last week, “Are You With It” 
| California 


Warner (WB) (2,000; 44-76) — 


stated | tribs will be willi 

before he flew to England last Fri- | Ratinadened ctedeneninat U.S. 
| day (20th), has been given “broad producers in this regard is another 
|Powers” by the American com- question and one made more per- 
panies for his talks with British of- ,tinent by the refusal of some of 
ficials and with Rank. While there | them — particularly the smaller 
is considerable difference of opin- ones—to have James A. Mulvey ac- 
ion among the major distribs on company Johnston to represent 


and “Bad Sister” (U) (2d wk-4 (U) and “ Firebrand” | “Velvet Touch” (RKO). Rosalind what steps to take to combat cur- ‘them. ‘Phis is thought perhaps in- 
. pind CFWC) (880: ™ /(U) $4,700. te , agree starrer looks just a bit bet- nah trae pon na _ — dicative of a feeling sal the art of 

0; 60-$ —\| Orpheum (C.T.) (1,040; 26-4 er than average entry or around , there S$ umnanimity | some of the indies i i b 

“Peabody and Mermaid” (U) and|«woman In White’ (WB) and| $11,000. Last week, “Embraceable ‘hat the hitchhiking of British prod- eetter to ro he the fa lh rey J z 


“Daredevils Clouds” (Rep). Nice 
$5,000. Last week, “Feudin’, 
Fussin’” (U) and “Bad Sister” (U) 
(2d wk-4 days), $2,100.- 

United Artists (UA) (2,100; 60- 
$1)—“Peabody and Mermaid” (U) 
and “Daredevils Clouds” (Rep). 
Fair $12,500. Last week, “Feudin’, 
Fussin’” (U) and “Bad Sister” (U) 
(2d wk-4 days), oke $5,700. 
aq UPtown (FWC) (1,719; 60-$1)— 

Lady in Ermine” (20th) and “King 
Gamblers” (Rep). Light $7,500. 
Last week, “Walls Jericho” (20th) 
and “Your Shoes” (Mono) (2d wk), 


ie By Blackie” (Col). Fine 
| $4,000. Last week, “Intrigue” (UA) 


and “Song of Idaho” (Col) $4,700. 





| 
| 


| PORTLAND, ORE. 
(Continued from page 13) 
and “God’s Country and Woman” 
(WB) (reissue); fair $3,500. 

| Music Box (H-E) (1,000; 50-85)— 
“Melody Time” (RKO) and “Rocky” 
(Mono) (2d wk) (m.o.). Excellent 
$3,500. Last week, $4,300. 


} 








'Chi’s Towne Granted 
| Ist Run in Chi Verdict 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 
__ Aftermath of $1,050,000 triple- 
damage anti-trust suit filed July 
'20 in Chi federal district court by 
Towne theatre, Milwaukee, is the 
granting of firstrun product to 
house by Metro and Paramount. 
Suit filed by Tom McCennell, Jack- 





| 


uct onto U. S. in dualers is unac- 


ceptable. twin bill on flat rental than get no 


; British playdates at all. This 
The American companies can schism, of course, makes Johnston's 
prevent this by merely adopting a | job that much harder. 


broad statement of policy, which | 
‘would he transmitted to their Brit-| 
_ Goldhammer’s New Post 
| Appointment of Nicky Goidham- 








ish offices. It would not require a! 

‘centralized distribution organiza-| 

— ey as the Motion Picture mer last week as western sales 
|sble to.0 mesther of companies ova |= aa ee sew 
| too complicated to put into being. joer ery tay — ged 
PR ey is no illusion among U. S. | ing to the firm’ jeneral sales 
‘distribs that Johnston will be able ae 


slow $4,200 | Oriental (H-E) (2,000; 50-85)— _Manager M in. He also. 
Vogue (FWC) (885: 60-85)—“Hap- “Lady In Ermine” (20th) and son Park theatre attorney, stated to ease the terms of the quota. It sueenlon that ¢ a men had 
oo Que Maa “Checkered Coat” (20th), day date |™ajors conspired to give exclusive is thought Possible, however, that | pee jal 
po ght” ‘Col) and © rights to all 20th, Metro, P ‘he can ¢ n taken on recently as spec 
Penny Serenade” (Col) (reissues). With Orpheum. Good $4,000. Last Col , : » Par and | © 1 convince Rank of the ad-| exploiteers for the “Babe Ruth 
Mild $4,000. Last week, “Dude week, “Life With Father” (WB) at | Columbia films to Palace, Strand |Visability of his giving more con- Story.” Th are Irwin Zeltner, 
West” (Mono) and “Jinx Money” POP prices and “Wallifiower” (WB),| 42d Wisconsin houses, with - the sideration to Yank product in Milton Cranaall and Arthur Price. 
(Mono) (10 ays), stout $6,000. ‘Big $6,200. WB - owned Alhambra and River- bookings on his circuits. It is also Goldhammer incidentally, was for- 
(2,296: 60-$1)—| Orpheum (H-E) (1,750; 50-85)— Side having prior rights to WB, thought that the British govern- merly w.s.m. for Eagle Lion. 
easter Parade” (M-G)' (2d wk).|“Lady in Ermine”’ (20th) and | RKO. and Universal films. bit easisht be convinced to go a! Goldstein, who returned to New 
trong $13,000. Last week, very “Checkered Coat” (20th), also Ori-| Attorney asked that theatre own- | bit easier in the tightness of its in- | York over th eekend from 
fancy $19,500. ental. Excellent $8,000 for Betty ¢rship by majors be declared mon- terpretations of the clauses of last Boston whe Hy t circuit 
rn. (WB) (2,300; 60-$1)— Grable starrer. Last week, “Canon | 0Polistic and that all their stock spring’s films agreement. ‘deals Ep: A er Ay Ming was Op- 


Father” (WB) and “Heart 


“Life 
Vv ”" (Rep) (2d wk). Okay 
week, good $13,500 but 


Last 
hopes, 


City” (EL) and “Smart Woman” | 


(Indie). Big $8,500. 
| Paramount (H-E) (3,400; 50-85) 
—“Life With Father” (WB) at pop 


Lawyer said he would still prose- 


,cute suit against the rest of the 
| distribs and their affiliates. 


holdings be diverted from them. | 


‘what the Americans will do if Rank 


refuses to change his policy of. 


| dualling U. S. and British films. 


Question occurs, of course, as to. 


timistic over the company’s fal 
sales outlook. Both AA and Mono 
bookings, he said, have shown 
sharp improvement over last year ¥ 
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“Veice of the Turtle,” for which 
Warner Bros. gave $500,000 plus a 

reentage; “Another Part of the 

orest,” which cost Universal-In- 
ternational $250,000 against 10% 
of the distributor’s gross; and “Are 
You With It?” for which U-I paid 


$150,000. 

Likewise, disappointers were 
“Mourning Becomes Electra” 
(RKO), “I Remember Mama” 


(RKO), “All My Sons” (U-I, “Up 
in Central Park” (U-I) and “Sum- 
mer Holiday,” Metro’s version of 
“Ah, Wilderness.” 
Denaturing the Originals 

Reasons for the failure of the 
yarns to be as effective in screen- 
play treatment as they were on the 


agreed, is a lack of adeptness by 
Hollywood producers in making 


the story transition. A few plays | @uee-draw players, but 


H’wood Sour on Costly Legits 


Continued from page 1 
tage of profits for a 10-year lease; | rights—and that will be for a play | 


} 


; 


' 
| 





that’s not only a smash hit, but 
one that’s easily adapted to the 
screen. Number of hits that have 
been on Broadway during the past 
season (some of them still there) 
which have had no nibbles from 
producers indicates the careful 
0.0. they are getting. 


Current year has probably seen 
the largest number of films-from- 
plays in history to hit the screen. 
They represent the free-and-easy 
buying that was going on in the 
lush war years when money was 
frequently no object. 

Going back over the three pre- 
vious years discloses that the ratio 
of success of legit-derived films 


‘Pretty’ Sermon 

Dublin, Aug. 24. 

Preacher at city church told 

story of “Sitting Pretty” (20th) 

in sermon, to illustrate evils of 

calumny and uncharitable talk. 

Pie is currently playing at 
Regal Rooms. 








20th-Fox ‘Sitting Pretty, 


_. From Title of Same Name, 


Twentieth-Fox’s “Sitting Pretty” 
may well emerge with the biggest 











| 
| 











the greatest sensation in the his- 
tory af the British vaudeville. 

| Princess Elizabeth and her sister 
| went round to his dressing room. 
rhe King, becoming the first Brit- 
ish monarch to visit a music hall 
except on a Variety Command 


| night, took his entire party to see 
brs and afterwards joined the 





| 


/repeat-booking total of the year OM | Qyeen in talking with Danny for 


the basis of second-time-around | },4)f-an-hour in private. 


playdates. Sales executives are cer- 
tain the repeat dates will add at 
least another 25°% to the final fig- 
ure. Film, incidentally, is a rela- 
tively low-budgeter. - 

| Repeat dates are being booked for 
|“Sitting” in small towns as well as 


_then wasn’t much better than in | key cities. Most action is centered 
stage are manifold. At least part | 1948. As during this year, most of |in the Chicago territory, where the 
of the reason, it is generally the pix have done considerable | film has already had 22 repeaters, 


usiness, since they almost invari- 


| ably were provided with top mar- 


results 


with 53 more scheduled within the 
inext six weeks. Illustrative of the 
lrepeat biz is Eddie Silverman's 


are bettered in the changeover, but | Were a lot less than anticipated. | Crawford theatre, first-run in its 
most of them are hurt, as is evi- | Survey appears to prove that Holly-|Chi area, which brought “Sitting” 
dent from their lack of appeal. | Wood can make better and more !pack for seven days after it had 
‘That would make it seem that the | Profitable pictures with source ma- 
studios can do better by sticking to | terial derived from originals. 


originals or other story sources. In 


some cases, it is apparently just | 


lack of judgment in casting and from plays, 


scripting. 


. One Lone Sockeroo 


During 1947 there were 10 pix 
with Paramount's 
“Dear Ruth” ($450,000) the only 


A major factor, certainly, is that real sockeroo. Even the redoubtable 
all of the elements of plot and lan- | “Life With Father” ($500,000 down |2 $3,300 gross. A two-day repeat 














Plays Into Pictures 


1948 
“If Winter Comes”......... M-G | “Voice of the Turtle”’....... WB 
“State of the Union”....... PS Bag WB 
“Summer Holiday”........ ee age bane WB 
(“Ah, Wilderness”) “An Ideal Husband”....... 20th 
i ey. ir M-G | “The Time of Your Life”...eUA 
nS, CAOe ot . a's pein eed Par | “Are You With It”......... U-I 
ented Meets... 5 cco 9 Gite | Mg pee eae U-I 
“Mourning Becomes Electra” | “Another Part of Forest”... .U-I 
RKO | “Up in Central Park”....... U-I 
“I Remember Mama”..... RKO | 
1947 

Paeeee WNOWS.. .. .. deen des M-G | “Dishonored Lady”......... VA 

“Perfect Marriage”’......... Par (“Letty Lynton”’) 
RT RMON ks cs eek ee TO Ms RE oc cae ee WB 
“Beat the Band”’.......... ee Ue WOE ss cca cc cece; WB 
“Late George Apley”...... 20th | “Life With Father”......... WB 
“Escape Me Never’”......... WB 

1946 
“The Postman Always Rings “Kid from Brooklyn”...... RKO 
NS Se ea aie 5 a ane vad M-G (“The Milky Way”) 

—« Pere M-G| “Caesar and Cleopatra”....UA 
“The Searching Wind”...... Par | “Abie’s Irish Rose”......... UA 
1945 
“Counter-Attack” ...... ,...Col| “And Then There Were None” 
si oa abe) Sah © IRI See a age Col (10 Little Indians”)..... 20th 
x << it pee Eke = Ese UA 
I a aoa se edg at's 00s hea Col | “See My Lawyer”............ U 
Tere EAWO”.. sss occas MAG i eee ASE ss. ss 5 hae cane U 
“Bring On the Girls”....... Par | “Pillow to Post”........... WB 
“A Bell for Adano”........ 20th | “The Corn Is Green”.......WB 

Tee BRIO cece venus 20th 








guage that are acceptable to legit | 


theatregoers cannot be included 


when the switch is made to the. 


universal medium of the screen. 
The “Mr. Roberts” dialog not only 
has to be sapolioed, perhaps rob- 


| 


plus %age of the gross) showed 
considerably less b.o. stamina in the 
Warner Bros. version than it did 


‘in Oscar Serlin’s long-run legit 


bing the play of some of its char- | 


acter, but the plot elements must 
be made as clear to a Hindustani 
as they are to the kid from Brook- 


n. 
Problem is evident in the $1,-— 


000,000 which Columbia paid for 
rights to Broadway’s smash “Born 
Yesterday.” Whole laugh-providing 
lot of the play hinges on the re- 
ationship of the two top charac- 
..,.ters, the femme being the mistress 
of the leading male player. That’s 
certainly not too difficult a prob- 
lem to lick—as is evident from the 
number of times Hollywood has 
done 
wondering how much of the bite 
of the play the change will elim- 
inate. Difficulties being encoun- 


fixture. And 20th-Fox’s “The Late 
George Apley” ($275,000) proved a 
real flop in comparison with suc- 
cess of the play. 


There were only a half-dozen en- 
tries in 1946, and one of them was 
the bewhiskered ‘Abie’s Irish 
Rose.” It died a sad screen death. 
On the other hand, “The Postman 
Always Rings Twice,” with the 
background of the lurid James M. 
Cain story and the marquee aid of 
Lana Turner and John Garfield, 
cleaned up. Serious plays again 
proved themselves as most difficult 
to transfer to the screen in a suc- 
cessful boxoffice metier. For in- 


, | Stance, Lillian Hellman’s “Search- 
it—but Broadwayites are 


ing Wind,” produced by Paramount, 
proved only a light puff as a film. 
Biggest year prior to the current 





one for pictures-from-plays was 


tered are evident from the fact, 1945, with 15 of them. There were a 
that Col has just pushed the pro- | few that did well, such as Colum- 
duction schedule back on “Born” | pia’s “Over 21” and 20th-Fox’s 


indefinitely because 
trouble. 
Two $1,000,000 Buys 
Certainly the new economics of 


of 


again were in the second division 
when it came time to tally grosses. 
The many buys during the 


‘Hollywood can also be expected to | wealthy war years haven't been 
militate against very high - priced | used up yet by any means. A flock 
play buys. The $1,000,000 cost Co-' are now on the shelf, completed 


lumbia must charge up 


must charge 

fore a scriptwriter or adapter touch- 
es the first typewriter key, is a ter- 
rific handicap to profits. It means a 
tremendously costly picture that 
must be an unqualified sock at the 
wae to get its studio off the nut. 


against and awaiting release, or are in pro- 
“Born Yesterday” and Universal | duction. 


They include: “Lady in 


Harvey,” be-' Ermine” (20th), “One Touch of 


Venus” (U-I), “Under Capricorn” 
and “Rope” (Transatlantic - WB), 
“Lady Windermere’s Fan” (20th), 
“Connecticut Yankee” (Par), 
“Chicken Every Sunday” (M-G), 
|“Command Decision” (M-G), “Call 


(M-G) 


a ae od 


| played all down the line and still | 


| grossed $5,100 for a new one-week 

| record. 

| Biz on some of the repeats tops 

| the original playdate. ‘DeLuxe, Chi, 
originally played the film seven 

| days, including Memorial Day, for 


grossed $800. Comparatively big- 
gest repeat biz done to date was at 
the Lark theatre, Larkspur, Cal., 
which ran “Sitting” originally for 
three days to a $688 gross, then 
brought it back 10 weeks later 
when it fan 12 days and brought 
in $1,858. 











Foreign Pacts 
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filmmakers echoed the Disney wail. 
It appeared likely that the State 
Dept. might heed their cries rather 
than allow itself to be criticized 
for siding with the big companies 
versus the small ones. 

Disney, prez of Walt Disney Pro- 
|ductions, Inc., said the arrange- 
ment was “highly discriminatory 
and unfair to us and others in the 
industry similarly situated. Neither 
we nor others of like status were 
advised or consulted. ... We sin- 
cerely hope that these negotiations 
will not. be finalized before full 
consideration is given to our posi- 
tion and that of all independent 
producers.” 

Purport of Disney’s beef is that 
each of the 10 companies who will 
share in the 110-a-year import per- 
mits for France hasn’t got 11 pix of 
a quality meriting the expense of 
dubbing and printmaking. “This 
will no doubt lead to blackmarket 
peddling of permits by some of the 
‘favored 10’,” Disney stated. 

The 10 companies who will bene- 
fit by the agreement are the eight 
majors, plus Monogram-Allied Art- 
ists and Republic. Aside from such 
important indies as SRO, there is 
no allowance for Eagle Lion, Film 
Classics and minor companies, ex- 
cept in the general classification of 
“independents.” 

Disney, specifically, is up against 
the problem of cuttng down the 
backlog of product created when 
war made exports to France impos- 
sible. Since the end of the war 
he has been shipping over two 
films a year. Even so, by the time 
“So Dear to My Heart” is released 
this fall, he will have six films 
piled up awaitigg distribution in 
France. 


Since he sees no likelihood of 
getting an import permit for more 
than one a year through his dis- 
tributor, RKO, and he is making 
at least one new film each year, 
Disney thinks it will be impossible 
to slice the backlog. The only ad- 
/vantageous thing he sees to the 
|agreement is the fact that he'll 
share in the $14,500,000 which it 





script |“Junior Miss,” but the majority Will serve to unfreeze in the next 


.four years. 


| Since there will probably be at 
,least a half dozen indies releasing 
‘through RKO, none of them sees 
himself ge’ ting more than one per- 
mit and they feel some doubt even 
about that. They point out that if 
RKO hands six permits to indies, 
it will leave itself in the almost 
impossible position of only export- 
‘ing five of its own pix to France. 
‘Because of that, the indies are bid- 
ing their time on deciding whethei 
‘they'll sell through RKO at all in 
'France. On the other hand, they 





is now that $200,000 to Me Mister” (20th), “The Heiress” don’t see themselves faring much 
,000 will be the absolute maxi- | (Par), “Edward My Son” 
n that Hollywood will pay for | and “Joan of Arc” (RKO). 


_better in vying for the 10 indie 
| permits, 


Later, 
| Winston Churchill saw the show 


| and then, master orator though he 
is. asked Danny the secret of his | 


control over an audience. “I can't 
do it like that,” he said. “It’s posi- 
tively frightening.” Meanwhile 
ticket touts, new to England, 
hawked tickets outside at 10 times 
their normal price. 

.Soon the phrase “the greatest 
reception since Danny Kaye” quali- 
| fied newsaper praise for Tony Mar- 


and the Andrews Sisters, perhaps 
the greatest successes among the 
| score of American acts that fol- 
lowed him. 
era in British vaudeville. 

| Sophie Tucker was received al- 
|most like a queen. At the Sun- 
day Pictorial garden party for film 
stars, her sudden arrival with Harry 
Richman knocked them silly. On 
July 4, she held a rival reception 





to the Ambassador’s in a tent in| 


| the Embassy grounds. Because of 
‘her book, “Some of These Days,” 


_she was the first variety star to be 
entertained at a Foyle Literary 
| Lunch, where usually honor is paid 


to noted authors. 
| Raye’s Band of Pipers 


Martha Raye, after a hectic six 
weeks at the Palladium, did so 
amazingly well on tour that, in 
Glasgow, a band of pipers saw her 
off when she left, and in Blackpool 
she was photographed, breaking all 
tradition, in the mayoral robes. 
And both Sophie and Martha suc- 
ceeded with material that had been 
made as clean as virgin snow be- 
cause of my Nosey Parker crusade! 


that I apologized to them both. 
suppose I should tell them how 
sorry I am,” I said. “I cleaned up 
Olsen and Johnson after getting 
the London Casino license threat- 
ened. I cleaned up Martha Raye 
with the puritanical help of Al 
Burnett. I even cleaned up my 
old friend Sophie. 


them. Instead, the Queen took 
him and the family to see the 
Crazy Gang for her birthday treat. 
After Bud Flanagan: had spent 
hours in cleaning up the show 
specially, the King asked him, in 
the interval, ‘What’s wrong with it, 
Bud? If you’ve cut out anything 
put it all back. We want to see 
what Princess Margaret saw when 
she came!” So all the dirt went 
in again. 

“Hannen Swaffer may be power- 
ful. But who is he when the King 
doesn’t like it cleaned?” 


The other chief sensation of the 
American invasion period was the 
banning from the Moss Empires 
tour of acts booked, in rivalry to 
the Palladium, by Bernard Delfont 
for the London Casino. This so 
added to Delfont’s troubles that he 
decided to terminate his variety 
season. (There is a chance he may 
decide to continue—Ed.) 


So, despite Sophie’s great per- 
sonal success, she had to go on a 
two weeks’ concert tour of one- 
night stands: Once she had to face 
a gaping void at Bellevue, a Man- 
chester circus arena which can seat 
7,000! Yet she made enough money 
to say that, when she returns in 
1950, she’ll again repeat the ex- 
periment. 

_Allan Jones, another Casino ar- 
tist, broke records at Golders 
Green, and then had to rusticate 
in hideout halls at Swindon and 





Peterborough. Finally he broke 
a Wimbledon engagement, “be- 
cause of a bad throat.” 


Harry Richman, who is as fine 
'a performer as when he was here 
10 years ago, was driven to an 
old hall in a Brixton suburb. We 
gave him a real welcome back at 
a dinner at the Sterling Club, 
which he and I formed. 


The Moss Empires combine, 
‘inked as it is in a dominant “thea- 
tre trust, is so all-powerful in the 
provinces that Delfont couldn’t get 
supporting British artists afraid to 
offend the Moss Empires bookers. 


| Never mind what fantastic sala- 
ries are talked of—the top Palla- 


tin, Jack Benny, Sophie Tucker | 


He had dated a new | 


It was at Sophie’s farewell sup- | 
per to nearly 60 of her intimates | 
sag | | 


“Then the King didn’t go to see | 


British Vaude Bigtime 
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‘dium figure is $10,000. yj 
than that, the salary cripples tal 
rest of the bill. 

British acts, naturally, have ree 
sented the American conquest, 
They went, represented by the Va. 
riety Artists Federation, to vaj 
|Parnell and demanded that 60% 
of the money paid for a bil] should 
go to native performers. 

“What British stars are there 
who could fill the Palladium?" 
asked Parnell. They recalled only 
| three. Sid Field, one of them, was 
filming. Tommy Trinder, another 
had just ended a long Palladium 
engagement in a revue. Gracie 
Fields, a third, was too nervous to 
venture a return but is now slated 
for the autumn show at the Palla. 
dium, says Val Parnell. 

Unchecked Invasion 

So the American invasion wag 
unchecked. The plain truth is that 
Yankee radio, film and disk stars 
have a bobbysox audience ready- 
made for them when they arrive, 
} Also, they are “novelties.” The 
Royal Family knew of Danny Kaye 
because they had his records at 
the Palace. Princess Margaret 
went to see the Andrews Sisters 
for the same reason. 

Our own acts need modern 
methods. They can’t afford, for 
instance, the swagger costumes in 
which our trans-Atlantic visitors 
glamorize their entrances. Who 
among them could pay, as Jack 
Benny did, such supporting stars 
as Phil Harris, Mary Livingstone 
and Marilyn Maxwell? ‘Next time 
I shall bring Rochester,” said Jack, 
“It’s a holiday to me.” 

Nearly all the stars thought it 
worthwhile to come, if only to play 
the Palladium. 

“This is real show business” is 
the remark they usually made 
when they faced the most appre- 
ciative and most theatrewise audi- 
ence they’ve ever known. “I can 
use here show gags that, in Amer- 
ica, only a professional audience 
would laugh at,” said Benny. 

Besides, under Parnell’s man- 
agement, the Palladium is the best 
run amusement house in the world. 
Everything is done so that artists 
can do their best. As much as 
| $8,000 was spent for a special set- 
_ting for Carmen Miranda’s turn. 
_And the Skyrockets, which accom- 
panies the acts, has no equal in any 
| hall or cinema on earth. 
| I must relate, by the way, the 
great success achieved by Ameri- 
'can suporting acts, like Frank Mar- 
_lowe—whose fall into the audience 
| was a riot—Jack Durant, the Merry 
Macs, Lew Parker and the Nicholas 
Bros. Never have they been so 
acclaimed anywhere. Indeed, all 
of them, if return permits allowed 
could stay here for good. Peart 
Bailey unexpectedly stole the Duke 
Ellington show. 

Olsen & Johnson, those master 
'showmen, left innumerable friends 
here. Edgar Bergen suffered only 
by comparison with Wences, a 
much finer ventriolquist, who was 
playing at the rival hall. Tony 
Martin, had he preceded Danny 

Kaye, would have been even a 
bigger hit than he was. 

But, say what you like, it’s been 
a Danny Kaye year. He could fill 
the toughest hall in any British 
city for a month—and then have to 
play a return. 

Well, Yanks, it’s been a joy to 
meet you. Nearly all of you have 
been fine fun. And if, regarding 
me as a poor relation, you have 
given me a bar of chocolate like 
you would a German kid, well, you 
meant well. It’s been like a long 
| Olympics, with the Americans 
scoring all the points and with the 
beaten British cheering their 
American conquerors as if they 
liked it. 


Ex-Cop Charges ‘Pitfall’ 
Mirrored Him, Sues 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Charging that one of the charac- 
ters in “Pitfall” evidently was 
based on his own life, Arthur J. 
Fitzpatrick, a former Beverly Hills 
policeman, filed a $300,000 dam- 
age suit against Jay Dratler, au- 
thor of the book, Grosset & Dun- 
lap, the publisher; Samuel pie 
off Productions, United Artists an 
Regal Productions, all concerne 
with the film version. 











held up to contempt and public 
ridicule because the portraya 
‘based on him was made in an “un- 
scrupulous, sadistic and bru 
manner.” 





Ls 


Suit alleges that Fitzpatrick was * 
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VARIETY 
| All 3 SIMPP Lawyers 


pous,’ Jackson Says | Former Anti-Trusters | 


All three of the attorneys who | 
__'§ prepared the monopoly suit for the | 


‘Not Pom 
‘indie producers against United De- | Combined, eeg pase. 7 


nal ee oe x nt aig before ae to troit Theatres and Cooperative The- | trolling 90% of all subsequent run | other to raise - biog ope 
) rr | woo was a special review- atres of Michi = ; ; and Hudson, it is , have a tur- 
fven met him, Jackson declared it er of legitimate plays on Broadway. \onaies of ee. rae tty a houses and with United weg wind ther understanding that neither 
is a flimsy and concocted smoke I mention this background to sub-| Dept. of Justice. Entire trio, as a StTUms- As result of a “highly| \i1) pid for an exclusive license. 
Screen to cover the real objection, | stantiate the statements which I matter of fact, are former special | 'tificial and restrictive” system, it| Policy is pursued of “compelling” 
n some quarters, that I could not make that I came to the work in assistants to the U. S. attorney- | asserts, which has cut down public | distribs to conclude a deal with - 
e dominated or prevailed upon to the motion picture industry with a general. ‘choice of pix, only four feature | both outfits before either will date 
a g hoyee wae right when I knew | very Teal sympathy and under- Robert J. Rubin, chief counsel programs are offered in 62 leading | 3 picture, the charge is made. 
0 ; wrong.” — e: standing of the problems that con-' for the Society of Independent Mo- | theatres at one time for a com-| Both defendants, it is said, have 
During the period of Breen’s ill- front the people who are providing ,tion Picture Producers, who di- munity of almost 2,500,000 people depressed prices by adopting @ 
ness, when Jackson was in charge |the greatest source of entertain- rected the research and did most , pipe ei N ‘| policy of preventing distribs from 
of the Production Code Adminis- | ™ent in the world. of the heavy work in the case, filed Hudson and Sharkey Named | obtaining percentages on the same 
tration, he declared, a large num-| “It is easy to build up a false |in Detroit yesterday (Tuesday), was; Named as individual defendants| film from first and subsequent- 
ber of problems were presented picture of a man who has been a/| with the D. of J. for seven years. |are Earl J. Hudson, UDT topper, | runs. 
and solved. judge to the effect that he is ‘pom- He was in charge of anti-trust and James F. Sharkey, head of Co-| As a result, SIMPP asserts, a 
“There was not a single in-| Pous’ and ‘judicious.’ It so happens prosecutions on the Coast and was | Operative. Specifically, besides) set pattern of playoffs has been 
stance,“ he said, “in which a prob- | that I was a judge in the Children’s assistant to Tom Clark, present | damages, suit demands an injunc-/ fixed which allows only a limited 
lem was not approached with syim- ee as = York City where pt acme when Clark was | tion ies ee monoporstie | number of pix to percolate through 
pathy and understanding. Natu-|2bout 95% of my ‘judicial’ duties assistant a.-g. there. | Practices,” receivership and saie of | Detroit at the same time. Pro- 
rally, there are bound to be, if the were in helping youngsters from | Among the cases Rubin success- UDT’s 26 theatres to indie exhibs;| grams are therefore limited, it 
Production Code means anything,|the sidewalks of New York who fully prosecuted was a fishing in- | dissolution of Cooperative; and a | is alleged, and films are frequently 
instances where there will be a found themselves in trouble. pm id egy ge that was organized | eg ag — the buying com-| inordinately ree in oe 
difference of opinion. There are| “The motion picture industry, Similarly in some aspects to the | Dine Is Illegal. | Subsequent - runs after playing 
times when, in spite of exhaustive because of its tremendous audience cooperative setup of the Michigan | Complaint claims a tightly inter-| downtown Detroit. Walt Disney's 
discussions, study and conferénc-|throughout the nation, and nor- | theatres. Rubin, now 36, joined| meshed working arrangement be-| “Dumbo” is cited as an example, 
ing, a difference cannot be re-| mally throughout the world, cater- ag at in coma Posie? ¢ ge my tween the two defendants. ag secon pena eagle ws — = 
solved. In such comparatively rare |ing as it does to the entire family, *® tormer prez Dona . Nelson, of this, it alleges, when a down- | Most eight months er its rste ; 
instances, a firm me ome Proceed a corresponding responsibility. With the assignment of studying town first-run house of the Para-| run. } 
stand must be taken, or certainly |The industry has recognized ‘the Whatever impediments existed to| mount affiliate is playing a film; Of the $8,750,000 treble damages, 
should be taken, by the Code Ad-/high trust and confidence which exhibition and distribution of indie | ‘no other theatre in Detroit, nor) top sum is asked by Samuel Gold- 
ministration. Such a stand could | have been placed in it by the peo- films. _ | any within an area of 65 miles may; wyn Productions, amount being 
be easily reported in a distorted | ple of the world’ in setting up the| _A. Stewart Kerr, local Detroit show the same picture.” | $1,521,000. Balm demanded by 
manner concerning a compara-|Production Code, of which the sa 8 yn oan, was peggy Stating its alleged case, SIMPP Other plaintiffs and their com- 
tively new person, into an allega-| foregoing is a quotation. Intelli- 3 pdr, eek Agee patted eerie € 1S ‘declares that UDT’s “dominant | Panies are as follows: Walt Disney, 
tion that he is ‘arbitrary,’ ‘judici- | gent, sympathetic, constructive but —- spoaer 3 wr hie: oe te pr a rhage position” has given it the power to | $974,220; David O. Selznick, $836,- ) 
ous’ or ‘pompous. porwr orang a geet —. cae War Frauds’ Offiee in ‘Detrott prohibit dealings -by distribs with | 917; ee Wile Gon in } 
“I brought to the work of the |administration o lis splendid |=". other first-runs “unless specific |‘ S an a agney, ” 
Production Code, first of all, a long | Code is absolutely essential if the uring the war. He handled about 
} 
? 

















Indies Sue in Detroit 
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. permission is granted.” Cooperative | 748; Walter Wanger, $637,500; 
30 major prosecutions, getting | has aided PR prone suit ew |Edward Small, $1,121,844; Hunt. 








and enthusiastic interest in the motion picture industry hopes to t 
entertainment field. All during my retain its position in the field of Some $10,000,000 back for the Gov-| py taking “reprisals” against dis-| Stromberg, $1,422,291, and SIMPP, 
youthful days in school I was ac-|entertainment. There are many ex-|€rnment. A native of Chattanooga, trips attempting to license films| $724,500. : 

ecutives in Hollywood who appre- Tenn., he’s now a member of the outside UDT’s domain. These “re-| 





tively connected with one phase of | & , 0 é | Detroit fi ‘Cc ford. Swee 
it in the carnival and amusement ciate the importance of this in the | Detroit firm of Crawlore, Sweeay | prisals” take the form of less ad- a 


ark busines _ | overall, long range interests of the |}& Dodd. | vant vam pee aaa “ 
aner: 1 wet ged eo ga wn industry. There are, unfortunately | Joseph Alioto, who was called aajg. toss to aadoameat ote REFRESHMENT on 
matic coach. In more recent years, | however, some others who have no | !nto oy al by — - ie San_| it's claimed. ' | CEbtaMenriias i Refreshment 
in connection with my work as di-|concern from a practical stand- | Private practice on his own In san ‘ nati trom Coast to Coast 
rector of the busean tee’ tn Pre-| point, for the general good of the | Francisco. He was formerly special | ee according to the | Ria ; 
vention of Juvenile Delinquency in | industry and are concerned only —— to the attorney-general in a ae * cae te 
New York City, I produced nearly | with their own interests to the ut- that city. ‘nomic power” for preferential 


40 dramatized radio performances. |ter disregard of the good of the jtreatment. As a way of maintain- 
New Magnetic Recorder | ine controt of members, each of 


; industry or the good name and 
reputation of an individual. | | these must execute an option to 


| Developed at Warners the combine giving it the right to | 
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in first letter, All replies Ph Semen 
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‘paid off and that TV has hurt the film in absolute synchronization bere ia ye a 
'club’s gate recently. with a motion picture camera, was > d = * om poe 

a 3 agreed not to compete against each | 
Tournament of Champions, rival | @"nounced by Warners. First ma- | 


fight promoters, has reportedly | Chine is being tested on “The 














Fountainhead,’ currently lensing | 


: ick Hollywood, Aug. 24 fortes Pre on spe theatre in the 
ollywood, Aug. 24. | even 
Fears Television of proposed sale. | 
Currently 


x | ee ae Collaboration 
a Bi Be. | either photographic or magnetic | It is asserted that the two de-| 
PARAMOUNT THEATRE 
NEW YORK 














leard will match Gus Lesnevich 


also nixed televising of its double- 
feature bill from Roosevelt Sta- 
dium, Jersey City, Sept. 21. That 


against Jersey Joe Walcott, and 
Marcel Cerdan against Tony Zale. 
Fact that bad weather on the date 
scheduled might have foreed a 


at the studio. 


Assuring an important saving in | 


BIG NEWS! 


film since sound tracks can be 
erased and re-used, Warner engi- 
neers expect the device will 
eventually be used in all theatres. 
It eliminates sound distortion, for- 











Now you can enjoy fast, comfortable 


eign noises and scratchiness. 


postponement of the T. of C. card 
Saving to producers is seen in 
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to Sept. 22, incidentally, which Ps 

WANTED would have put it directly opposite | the fact that the sound track, can 

the 20th Century fight, is believed | be played back instantly, eliminat- // 

-, Mote Soy, Tee particulars 1 to have partially influenced Strauss ing the five or six-hour delay : / : 
Sen 1252 “Variety, 154 Wo ageh st. || in agreeing to postpone his date.| caused by developing ordinary . & 
New York 19,N. Y " I) Twentieth Century bout is also a | sound film. : fi 
! ’ ; doublebill, with the second match; Recorder was developed at pe 
— pitting Ray Robinson against Kid | Warners through the joint efforts fs 
S Gavilan. of studio and RCA engineers work- i 
IMARQUEE LETTERS With Gillette signed to bankroll | ing under the supervision of Col. . ! 
| FOR SALE /the AM broadcast of the fight, ABC | Nathan Levinson, WB sound top- Be SFFECTIVE SUPUERSER 3 i 
e—glass | had appproached both Texaco and | per. : i 
= ee Strauss to change one of the dates — ‘ 
etc. Will ship anywhere. Phone WE. fap Pia se etl —o . 
pyar a Ta Son: SPs bane got a turndown from Texaco, so a4 Yates : 
ABC appealed to Strauss. f_ Continued from page 9 , 




















“agin it.” “American producers are 
cutting their own throats by teach- 
ing the British, French and Italiags 
how to make pictures,” he said. 
Through his tour of France and 
Italy, Yates declared both countries 
were making rapid progress in 
postwar reconstruction. Republic 
will open branches in Paris and 
Rome around Jan. 1, using blocked 














Betty GRABLE - Douglas FAIRBANKS, JR. 


“THAT LADY IN ERMINE” 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture—TECHNICOLOR 





On¥ Stage: Frances Langford & Jon Halli : 
. wlarwontonts - Jerry Colonna owed for cg 4 ae ts 
On tee Stage: “THE MERRY WIDOW” Despite absence of hard *money oo 





from these areas, Yates said it was 
important to keep the Republic 
trademark on the screen. 

The Republic prexy slapped Sir 

Alexander Korda for making “care- 
less statements” concerning an 
alleged “conspiracy” between 
American producers and boycotters 
of British pix. He disclosed that 
the single British film, “The Code 
of Scotland Yard,” produced by 
British Lion which Republic bought 
outright last year, has been shelved 
due to exhib resistance to British 
pix. Republic, incidentally, has a 
releasing deal with British Lion 
which Yates said may be cancelled 
if conditions in England grow less 
favorable. 
' Republic’s producing schedule. 
for next year calls for 50 pix, in- 
cluding 22 westerns and four 
serials, Yates revealed. A mini- 
mum of 16 will be in Trucolor. 


Starring CAROL LYNNE - FRITZ DIETL 


__ Om ¥ 2S? I 





American is First Again with the Only Coast-to-Coast 
Skysleepers . .. Luxurious DC-6 Accommodations 


nental Route. It’s the fast, 
comfortable way to go...a@ 
real rest cure ‘aloft! 











Now, American provides spa- 
cious Skyberths aboard the 
famous DC-6 “Mercury” flight 
to Los Angeles! Eight roomy > } 
Skyberths supplement 36 com- k 
fortable seat accommodations. THE MERCURY departs daily at 
Here’s your first opportunity midnight EDT — arrives Log 
to sleep your way West ina Angeles 8:10 a.m. PDT, 
DC-6 Skysleeper, over Ameri- Sleeper passengers may board E 
can’s Southern Transconti- an hour before departure. : 


Phone HAvemeyer 6-5000 or your travel agent 
Ticket Offices: Airlines Terminal © Rockefeller Center * Hotel New Yorker 
120 Broadway * Hotel St. George 


AMERICAN AIRLINES 








RKO Presents 
GEORGE WILLIAM MARILYN 
RAFT © BENDIX * MAXWELL 


RACE STREET 
“oe MAYFAIR ‘os." 


____—_ RADIO CITY MUS'C HALL ——— 
Rockefeller Center , 


‘A DATE WITH JUDY’ 


Wallace BEERY @ Jane POWELL 
Elizabeth TAYLOR @ Carmen MIRANDA 
Xavier CUGAT @ Rebert STACK 
A Metro-Goldwyn-Mayer Picture 
Spectacular Stage Presentation 
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MINNEAPOLIS 


J. R. Powers, formerly with Na- 
tional’ Screen and owner of the- 
atres in Minnesota, and H. F. Wil- 
liams, owner of 25 theatres in Okla- 
homa, Arkansas and Texas, granted 
permit to build $100,000 theatre in 
Golden Valley, Minneapolis suburb. 

Duane Becker, Paramount’s 
North Dakota salesman, back on 
job after recovery from back in- 
jury. 


Volk Bros.’ 


Bros.’ new $175,000 
borhood house here, to 
another in same _ area, 
opened Sept. 25. 

Ritz, neighborhood theatre, to be 
eniarged from 700 to 1,000 seats 
and improved at cost of $72,000. 

Drive-in theatre opened at 
bank, S. D. 

SAN DIEGO 

Metzger & Srere, operators of 
theatres here and in Los Angeles, 
take over three theatres in Coro- 
nado- Beach from Hyde & Millen 
on Sept. 1. Houses, Coronado, Vil- 


neigh- 
replace 
will be 


neu 


lage and the open-air Palms, have | 


a combined seating capacity of ap- 
proximately 2,200. 


ALBANY 


Leo Rosen bowed out as assistant | 


manager of Fabian-Hellman drive- 
ins and assistant to Neil Hellman 
in Hellman indoor theatres. Leo A. 
Young, who has been RKO ex- 
ploiters in upper New York, re- 
places hiv. Young covered both 
Albany and Buffalo districts for 
RKO last winter. Rosen, sched- 
uled for an operation here, left 
Warner theatres 18 months ago to 
go with Fabian-Hellman. 


CHARLOTTE 


Salesmen of Charlotte film. ex- 
changes organized a union 
David Williams (Eagle Lion) 
prexy. 

Marsh Funderburke, Republic 
salesman, resigned to open a drive- 
in on the highway between Selma 
and Smithfield. Robt. Finlayson, 
head booker, takes Funderburke’s 
old spot. 


Al Burks, for several years in| | 
Charlotte picture business, named ' sign a lease for the operation of a! prices on 


Clins from Film Row 


| 


vwwvy ww YT 








publicity director for H. B. Meisel- 
man theatre circuit. For nine years 


| with Metro here, Burks was also 
| with Balaban and Katz theatres in 


Mil- | 


with 


Chicago before coming to Char- 
lotte. Burks will help the opening 
of new Center theatre, first-run 
900-seater in September. 


DENVER 
Frank Childs 
ager of several 
exchanges; succeeded 
George 
James Morrison, retired 20th- 
Fox branch manager, given honor- 
ary life membership Rocky Moun- 
tain Screen club. 


resigned as man- 
Selected Pictures 


ih. ei 
wy At D 


Resort theatre, Reserve, N. M., 
and equipment burned. Gen Mc- 
Carty, owner, using high school 


| auditorium temporarily for house. 
Hugh Rennie, Monogram sales- 
man, recovering from ulcer opera- 
tion at Presbyterian hospital. 
Berpard Newman, of Gem in 
Walsh, Colo., named president of 
Chamber of Commerce there. 


CHICAGO 
William Gehring, 20th-Fox exec, 
| made kick-off speech for Will Rog- 
ers Memorial hospital drive here 
before 300 filmites. 


“Time of Life’ is being submitted 





for subsequent-run dates by UA in| 
'made manager of Knox. 


‘line with recent policy of treating 
each release on an individual basis. 

Film Studios of Chicago will dis- 
trib its tele films through Alfred 
| Sack Films. Ejlms comprise shots 
of vaude artists made prior to 1920. 
Four branches, Dallas, New 


franchise holders, Variety Pictures, 
Chicago, and R. F. Ginson, Char- 
| lotte, N. C., will handle sales. 


BOSTON 


Thompson Square and Holly- 





been added to E. M. Loew chain. 
| Altec moving accounting depart- 
'ment to N. Y., Sept. 1. 

Olympia theatre 


| Michael Redstone’s new drive-in 
| opened last week in Dedham. 
M. & P. chain believed ready to 


York, | 
Atlanta, and New Orleans, and twe | 


model 1,000-seat house, now under 
construction in John Hancock vil- 
lage, a housing development in su-| 
perbees West Roxbury and Brook- 
line. 





DALLAS 


Richard Landsman appointed 
manager of Alamo drive-in in San 
Antonio. Succeeds Wesley 
stine. Holstine goes to Mission 
drive+in there as skipper. 

Harold Harris made assistant to 
Hi. J. Griffith, prez of Theatre 
Enterprises Inc. with offices here. 
At one time he was district man- 
ager for Theatre Enterprises, Kan- 


sas City 

William D. Patton. casting di- 
rector for Melton Barker produc- 
tions in San Antonio arrived to 
begin picking children for roles 
in three two-reel comedies to be 


made there. One will be made for 
Uptown, Harlandale and Highland 
theatres, each house sponsoring a 
film. 

James A. Dorman named man- 
ager of Azle theatre here by C. O. 
Donalson, manager of the seven 
Community Theatres in Ft. Worth 
He was a salesman for National 
Theatre Supply. 

James O. Cherry, city manager of 
Interstate here, upped. Cornelius 
Webb, manager of Varsity, to skip- 
per of Inwood; remains, at Varsity 
until successor is named. 

Walter Deen named manager of 
Forest; was treasurer of Telenews. 
Charles MeGlothlin, chief of staff 
at Palace, fills Telenews vacancy. 

Frank E. Work, .ormer head of 
downtown theatres service staff, 


Leon Glasscock, indie theatre 
operator, purchased the Luling 
Amus. Co., operators of the Texas 
theatre in Luling. 


OTTAWA 
Doug Peacock, theatrieal distri- 
bution chief of National Film 


| Board. resigned to enter own busi- 


aS | woodetheatres in Charlestown have | 


in Cambridge | 


sold by Julius Myers to L. L. G. Co. | ne 
| queues, after slow biz in last two 


ness. 

Steve McManus, former Elgin 
theatre manager, moved from man- 
aging Kingston, Ont., Odeon, to 
open new Odeon in Fort William, 
Ont.” 

Wet, chilly weather brought 
back long lines at local theatres 
this week, reminiscent of wartime 


| months, 


| 
| 


Last high 


midway at 


year’s blasts about 
rides and 


Hol- | 


Central Canada Exhibition, Ottawa, 
reflected this year in prices slashes. 


Show opened Aug. 23. Due back 
are Goldman band, Hamid Follies | 


and World of Mirth midway 

Ross McLean, Canadian govern- 
ment film commissioner, on over- 
seas junket -will visit London, 
Edinburgh, Paris, Rome, Florence 
and Venice. 


PITTSBURGH 
Irving Frankel promoted to city 
salesman by RKO, replacing Dave 
Silverman, recently upped to 
branch manager following assign- 
ment of Morris Lefko to a district. 
Main Line territory, which Frankel 


vacates. is being taken over by 
Lawrence Carettie, late of Eagle 
Lion. 

EL salesman Herb Berman has 
sone with Columbia, succeeding 
Leo Isaacs. 

Donn Wermuth, who recently 


quit as Warner manager in Falr- 
mont. W. Va.. opened his own ad 
promotion office in that city. He 
was nearly 20 years with WB. 

Harris Amus. Co.- lease’ on 
Adelpfii theatre in Reynoldsville 
has expired and house goes back 
to Midstate theatre circuit. 

Guy Peterson, Par salesman here 
for nearly quarter of a century, IS 
now in the mining business In 
Canada. 


SEATTLE 

Jack Engerman, ad manager of 
Sterling Theatres, presented 
placque for outstanding exploita- 
tion on “State of Union.” 

Jerry Ross booking fair dates in 
Washington and British Columbia 
with outdoor acts. 

Jackie Souders band a draW this 


' summer for teen-age special dances 


at Trianon ballroom one. night 
weekly. 

Newest night club here is the 
Cirque, just opened by Frank Ack- 
erman, at old Forty & Eight club 
rooms. It is swanky arid has floor 
show. 


DES MOINES 


Starting Aug. 24, the Tri-States 
Theatre Corp. Strand, 
first-run house. This downtown 
house as well as the Des Moines 
and Paramount are now firstrun. 

Strand was remodeled in 1947 to 
become an ace house but booking 
contracts on subsequent-run 
tures made it necessary to delay 
the policy change until now. 
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P out of 
are Lux Girls 


a nd + 
Yes, indeed, I’m a Lux Girl!” 
says lovely Susan Hayward 


Here’s a complexion care that really works! In 
recent tests of Lux Toilet Soap by skin spe- 
cialists, actually three out of four complexions 
became lovelier in a short time. 


“I work the fragrant lather in thoroughly,” 
Susan Hayward tells you. “As I rinse and then 
pat with a soft towel to dry, skin is softer, 
smoother!” Don’t let neglect cheat you of 
romance. Take the screen stars’ tip! 

















became a, 


pic- | 
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Boycott Group 


Continued from page 4 -——! 





‘He is the author of several books 
including “Palestine in Revolt.” 
and a biog of Alexander Hamilton, 
He resigned, some 18 months ago, 
as executive v.p. of The American 
League for Free Palestine, group 


associated with the Irgun Zyaj 
Leumi, dissident Jewish army. 
Some Board Members 
Among those on the board of 


Sons are Judge Jonah J. Goldstein, 
who ran for mayor of New York in 
1945 on the Republican ticket: 
Rabbi Max Reichler, president of 
the Reformed Rabbis of Greater 
New York; Charles Connelly. edi- 
tor of Irish Echo; Sean McCarthy, 
official of United Irish Counties; 
and Dr. Joseph Ratner. former pro- 
fessor of philosophy at New York 
University. 

Smertenko took sharp issue with 
Morris Helprin, veepee of London 
Film productions, Sir Alexander 
Korda’s U. S. subsid, who aired a 
charge to VARIETY last week that 
Yank distributors are ‘collaborate 
ing’ in the boycott. “Some of the 
most active opposition to our aims 
came from film distributors who 
didn’t want the boycott on the 
ground of precedent,” he declared, 

Head of the boycott group dis- 
counted Helprin’s argument that 
exceptions made to films produced 
in Britain by American companies 
proved “collaboration.” “If we're 
in a position to exercise a 100° 
boycott, we would not okay those 
films either,” Smertenko said. “But 
the fact remains, if we stopped a 
few British workers from making a 
few thousand pounds that Britain 
would keep anyway, we would have 
no effect on British policy.” 

“On the other hand,” he added, 
“when we hit the pocketbooks of 
such influential men as Rank and 
Korda, we know that to protect 
their own interests they will begin 
to exert pressure on the British 
government. I’m sure that at least 
five members of Parliament are 
also members of the board of di- 
rectors of the Rank and Korda or- 
ganizations.” ; 

As for his threatened bovcoit 
against U, Smertenko said _ his 
group had done the same thing 
against other concerns where large 
stock holdings were in British 
hands. It is done to cut potential 
| dividends going to Britaifi, he ex- 
plained. : 

Smertenko also maintained that 
the picketing is not confined to 
theatres. “We've picketed Macy's 
department store every Thursday 
night for the last four weeks and 
| Hearn’s for 10 days straight when 
| they had a sale of Scotch liquor.” 


cis Par ‘Stock 


Continued from page 4 

duce the number of outstanding 
shares in proportion to the reduc- 
‘tion in theatre holdings. While no 
‘divestiture has yet been ordered, 
Par’s toppers believe some forced 
sales of theatres is almost inevita- 
ble in view of the U. S. Supreme 
Court opinion handed down this 
year. 

Hence, renewed buying is for an 
entirely different reason than the 
original one which started the com- 
pany on its course. When first be- 
gun in November, 1946, stock ac- 
quisitions were primarily intended 
to buy out theatre partners. High 
court, however, has nixed that ma- 
/neuver in instances where joint 
‘holdings are considered to violate 
anti-trust laws. 


| In all, Par has now bought 802.- 
|000 shares at an estimated cost of 
| $20,500,000. Of this total, 191,677 
| shares have gone towards the pur- 
| chase of Liberty Films and Rain- 
bow Productions. Balance is still in 
the treasury. 

Current purchases are now being 

made to avoid the necessity of pick- 
ing up tremendous blocks, once & 
decision comes down. Company 
toppers want to avoid driving UP 
‘the price of stock by flooding the 
market with sudden, giant buying 
orders. 

Several other majors last month 
continued gradual retirement poli- 
cies on special stocks by acquiring 
blocks on the market. Twentieth- 
| Fox removed 7,100 shares of $1.50 
| preferred from its listing. Company 
|also purchased 900 shares of this 
| stock to bring its holdings to 12.500 
| Peres 
| Universal added 20 shares of 
(414% cumulative preferred and 

now holds 1,250 shares of this 
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FCC CAUGHT 


Kaycee Ready With Axe 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 
Proposal to end the broadcast of giveaway shows on net outlets 


in Kansas City was made at a huddle there last Wednesday (18). 
It already has the okay of spokesmen for three stations while the 
fourth says, “if they cancel, I'll cancel.” 


_ Don Davis, prez of WHB, Mutual affiliate, plans to call a meel- 
ing shortly at which steps to put the ban in force will be threshed 
out. 

Giveaway nix has the approval of Davis, Sam Bennett, sales 
veepee of KMBC, CBS affiliate, and Dean Fitzer. manager of 
WDAF, NBC affiliate. Joe Hartenbower, manager of KCMO, ABC 
outiet, protests that the ban wouid involve inequality of sacrifice, 
with KCMO hardest hit. He nevertheless stated. “if they cancel, 
I'll cancel,” indicating that the actual loss of chips would dampen 
enthusiasm of other K.C. broadcasters. . 

David, prime mever in the giveaway ban, says, “we've lost sight 
of entertainment in the barrage of free plugs and free dishes. The 
quicker we get back to actors, writers and composers the better it 
will be for radio.” 


Lustiest Free-for-All Yet Looming 
From Sunday Night Network Setups 


The Sunday night network¢ 
boardwalk, where “Stop the Music” | 


set up shop last spring with telling ‘Cabin B-13’ to Continue 


effect on NBC’s powerhouse spread 
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‘Absence of Wm. Morris Acts on AFRA 








~ THE GIVEAWAYS Show Result of Agency-MCA Tussle 


Radio giveaways have been re- 
\prieved. Just as suddenly and un- 
expectediy as the ominous storm 
threatening them rose. several 
weeks ago, it blew over last week- 
jend. A frankly embarrassed Fed- 
eral Communications Commission 
,admitted it had just now learned 
,that Congress, back in early June, 
| had repealed Section 316 of the 
Communications Act, under which 
the FCC proposed to crack down 
‘on jackpotters. 

The action, part of a recodifica- 
tion act, incorporated the section 
into the Criminal Code, under 
which the Justice Dept. prosecutes, 
and left the FCC virtually power- 
less to act against networks and 
jStations airing the get-rick-quick 
stanzas. 
| Justice action would be much 
slower than FCC's thus giving the 
bonanza shows a longer lease on 
life, even if the Justice Dept. did 
\decide to move against the pro- 
grams as lotteries. A test case 


of toprated attractions, is shaping 


for the fall-winter season into the | 
| 
| 


most competitive battleground for 
dialers yet. In the past week ABC 
threw still another giveaway, “Go 
for the House,” into the race and 
CBS entered “Lum ’n’ Abner” for 
Frigidaire, back-to-back with the 
new Colgate entry, “Our Miss 
Brooks.” NBC already had spotted 
Ozzie & Harriet as potent replace- 
ment for “Hollywood Star Pre- 
view.” 

Two big question marks remain- 
ing in the Sabbath after-dark line- 
up were CBS’ 17:30 segment, be- 
ing vacated by “Blondie’s” move to 
NBC, and the same net’s 8:30 
period, opened up by Frigidaire’s 
switch in time as well as program 
(dropping “Man Called X”) in 
order to escape “Music” competi- 
tion. No takers for either time 
have been announced, although the 
web is said to be closing with 
Lever Bros. for the 7:30 spot. 
for “Big Town” or some other 
Lever billing. 

ABC is pinning its hopes of 
nicking Jack Benny’s Hooper, as 
it did the Bergen-Allen combo 
with “Music,” on its present 
Wednesday night giveaway, “Go 
for the House,” and may ink AIl- 
lied Chemical to bankroll the 
stanza. It'll be up to Amoco’s new 
“Carnegie Hall” stanza at 7:30 to 
hold the giveaway fans over from 
“House” to “Music.” 

CBS had planned to move 


*. . might even be taken as high as the | 
Cruising in CBS Waters U. S. Supreme Court, which action ' 
“Cabin B-13.” one of CBS’s sum- CoUld take two years or more for 
| mer entries, gets a nod for the fall | determination. . . 
semester via reslotting into the) Around the networks, immediate | 
‘Tuesday 10-10:30 period, starting ,reaction was that the development 
next. week (31). Dramatic series '0OK all the heat off the giveaways. | 
now is aired Mondays at 8:30. None of the webs has yet filed a | 

Fate of a number of other warm- ; 5‘4tement with the FCC on its 
weather stanzas is yet to be decid- | Proposed rules. And up to yester- | 
ed, although a final draft of CBS’ ay (Tues.), the nets were yet to be | 
fall-winter schedule is scheduled informed whether the FCC intends | 


to be drawn within a week. to draft a new attempt to curb the | 


wo 
Comment of one network topper | 
; |whose web has been “going along” | 
Symph Sponsors with the giveaway mania was: “I | 
guess this permits us to continue | 
|bad programming.’ He felt the in- | 
Pp S d d dustry, for its own sake, ought to 
a ,clean out the jackpots. But in most | 
Perk: Standar 
Mulls N.Y. Phil 
oAe ® aren't lotteries, the webbers main- | 
‘tain—but they were relieved over | 
The market for symphony airers the letup anyway. 
is picking up. CBS this week was Blowup of the FCC move came 
close to a deal with Standard Oil before any of the nets had made 
of New Jersey to bankroll the N. Y. any motions toward axing or re-. 
Philharmonic. The Sunday long- vamping any of their giveaways. 
hair concerts haven't had a sponsor | Commission Can Still Act 


since U, S. Rubber pulled out a , : =| 
couple of seasons back after having eck mene sae hemor. wre wea 
picked up the tab for four years. |“! idn't lose all authority over | 
When U. S. Rubber walked in in 8iveaways. The Commission could | 


1943, CBS picked up $1,500,000 for | (Continued on page 36) 


the time and talent involved in the 
NAB’s Miller Confuses 





highriding “Stop the Music” was | 
|imperilled, the news was greeted | 
with elation. ABC's giveaways. 








Standard Oil has been toying 


other quarters, notably ABC, whose |'™0®S. 


Miles Replacing ‘Lum’ 
With Revived ‘Hilltop’ 


Miles Lab (Alka Seltzer and Vita- 
mins) has decided to plunk its coin 
on ae revived’ serial, “Hilltop 
House,” as its cross-the-board re- 
placement for “Lum ‘n’ Abner” on 


| CBS. Earlier the choice had looked | 


‘like a tossup between Curt Massey 
,and a musical costarring Ginny 
Simms and Buddy Clark. 

While Miles also was said earlier 
to be committed to continuing in 
the 5:45 slot occupied by “Lum 'n’ 
| Abner,” “Hilltop House” will re- 
| main in the 3:15 time it now holds 
'as a sustainer. Serial, off the air 
|several years, was revived last 
spring with most of the original 
cast except Bess Johnson, who for- 
merly played the lead. Miles will 
pick up the tab Sept. 20. 


Blue Book Gets 
To Supreme Ct. 
Finally for 0.0. 


Washington, Aug. 24. 

The FCC Biue Book was laid 
against its ukimate yardstick—the 
Supreme Court—last week, with 
the request that the tribunal deter- 
mine whether the Blue Book is 
censorship of radio programs in 
violation of the Communications 
Act and the First Amendment. 

Step was taken by Allen T. Sim- 
licensee of WADC, Akron. 
He asked the high court to review 
a U. S. court of appeals decision 
here upholding the authority of 
FCC on overall station program- 
ming. Thus, nearly two and one- 
half years after its issuance, the 
controversial Blue Book has at last 
come to the Supreme Court for 
review. 

However, the Court might decide 
to sidestep the issue at this time. 
It will probably decide by October 
or November whether to hear the 
appeal. If it should refuse, then 
the court of appeals decision will 
stand. Interesting sidelight is that.. 
if the Supreme Court should hear 
arguments, and should rule against 
the FCC; the Commission would 
suffer a c. rtailment of its author- 





Luden’s “Strike It Rich” up from With network sponsorship — for 
‘10:30 to 10, but has cancelled the | Years, but apparently its large di- 
shift in favor of a two-hour block | Tectorship never could get together 


‘pracketing Helen Hayes’ new show | 0? the type of stanza to back. Last | 


for the Electric Companies at 9) fall the outfit _was reported near a 


with “Brooks” at 9:30, “Lum 'n’|@ecision to bankroll 

Abner” at 10 and “Strike It Rich” Jinx on NBC, but the deal never 
r | jelled. 

at 10:30. | . , 

: igh ' For mest of this year there 

A Mutual's Sunday night ae agreed | hasn't been a sponsored symphony 

is pretty much up in the air, two | 4, the nets. The Boston Symphony 


of its '47-48 entries, the “Meet Me | 4, ABC didn't make a go of it as 
phony has failed to attract sponsor 
RCA-Victor for a half-hour Sunday 
Hollywood, Aug. 24. And Reichhold is again in conver- 
tract which would give the Guild 
minimum fees, payment for reause 
ABC has picked up a once 
its constitution to liberalize its 
Saturday am. stint for Brown 
mand we will make on the agen- 











at Parky’s” co-op and Pharmaco’s a co-op offering. Henry Reichhold 
Jim Backus Show, being out of the prez and “angel” of the Detroit 
TUNERS. Symphony, ran into a union dis- 
pute and dropped his bankrolling 
> e 
Writers Guild Set coin since General Motors can- 
‘ celled several years ago. 
New, however, the Boston 
“Pops” is set to be picked up by 
. ; . sation with ABC over a possible 
ee San ab-cnamnian new deal for the Detroit Sym- 
and will take a strike vote soon in phony. 
Los Angeles. New York and Chi- |. 
| 
ABC GETS McCONNELL 
and “effective grievance machi- 
nery.” : 
Guild has bulletined its mem-| Weekly, Friday, 4:15-4:30 p.m. order 
bership on the imminent strike from _the Mantle Lamp Co. of 
America for a 
Connel|” stanza to start Oct. 1. 
method of ey I, yt om 
s will be ou is 
aa Series of meetings are be- |Shoes on NBC, en nang tet ABC 
: review the network | program will feature light pop mu- 
cal sic interspersed with McConnell's 
gab. Deal was set by the William 


of this orch on ABC. NBC Sym- 
fF V C jxca-v on NBC starting Sept. 5. 
cago. Impasse arose over a con- 
members rights to their material, | FOR POP MUSIC GABBER 
action and announced a change in 
Instead of a kid show like his 
contract and “strengthen the de- 
Hart Adier agency, Chicago. 





cies.” 


“Tex and 


“Smiling Ed Mc-) 


Trade by His Varied 


What appeared to be varying 
stances by National Assn. of 
| Breadeasters toppers on the sub- 
ject of giveways developed last 
week in reports on two NAB dis- 
trict meetings in the midwest. 

In his address at Kansas City’s 
10th and 12th district meeting 
Monday and Tuesday (16-17), NAB 
prexy Justin Miller compared the 
jackpot shows to the bank nights 
of the film palaces a few years 
ago. Both he and Don Petty, 
NAB’s general counsel, appeared 


disturbed by the increasing num-_ 
ber of such shows, and warned | 


broadcasiers that the FCC's threat- 
ened crackdown suggested close 
scrutiny of the something-for- 
nothing stanzas. , 

At the llth district meeting in 
Minneapolis Thursday and Friday 
| (19-20), however, Judge -Miller 
said thai radio giveaways will stay 
by popwiar demand. He declared 
| the FCC had received “practically 
| 100% condemnation from the pub- 
lic of its plan to ban all giveaway 
shows. The Commission, he said. 
had been bombarded with letters 
defending the jackpotters. 

The future of the soap opera is 
assured for the same reason, Mil- 
ler averred, saying “Soap opera is 
an essential part of American cul- 
ture, growing from the back fence 
| gossip, tea party gossip and cock- 
‘tail party tales. Women aon't have 
|te ge away from their stoves to 
get gossip nowadays.” 


Stands on Giveaways 


ity over programming far more 
‘severe than the recent action of 
'Congress in turning enforcement 
of radio. lottery violations over to 
{the Dept. ef Justice. 

| The WADC case invoived refusal 
iby FCC to grant higher wattage 
\for lack of certain “standards of 
| programming.” Interesting angle is 
(this: If WADC should win, the 
i\FCC would probably be barred 
\from inquiring into proposed pro- 
'gramming plans of license appli- 
| cants and also from cracking down 
‘on any stations which fail to make 
,good their program pledges. 


KYSER ABC AUDITION 





Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Kay Kyser last week cut an au- 

| dition of across-the-board daytime 
\Stanza for ABC program veepee 
, “Bud” Barry. It’s not clear, though, 
just what the web plars to do with 
| the half-hour strip. Kyser stint has 
| been rumored as a replacement for 
|“Breakfast in - Hollywood.” But 
|there’s also talk of co-oping the 
latter show, indicating that Procter 
& Gamble is yanking its 15-minute 
tab on the stanza. 

Another possibility is that the 
Kyser series, if the deal is set, will 
be slotted in the afternoon se- 

quence. where it would replace 
“Second ” This. sus- 
tainer might be bought out as ve- 
‘hiele for Kyser. “Honeymoon” is 
‘currently emceed by Durward Kir- 
by. Johnny Olsen may get the em- 
cee chore on “Breakfast” if that 
; show stays. 





AS ‘BREAKFAST’ SUB? 


There's a notable absence of 
| William Morris agency talent in 
|the long list of mame comics and 
‘dramatic stars willing to appear 
|in the new American Federation 
|of Radio Artists show on NBC un- 
|der Seaitest sponsorship. This is 
« girect result of a Morris vs. 
Music. Corp. of America tussie for 
j the program. 
| Stanza, with Dorothy Lamour as 
| femcee and slated for debut Thurs- 
day, Sept. 9 at 9:30, as successor 
te Jack Carson’s “Scealtest Village. 
Store,” was packaged by MCA. a 
Originally the Morris office had 5 
made a pitch for the show. Reg- ia 
ulars will include the Crew Chiefs 
Quartet and Henry Russell's orch. 
In addition, Miss Lamour will have 
iwo guests each week, one a 
comic, the other a dramatic star. 
Glenhall Taylor will produce. Sev- 
enty six NBC stations will air the 
show. 

Deal, set by the Ayer agency, 
calls for Miss Lamour. and guest- 
stars to receive what AFRA de- 
scribes as a “substantial” sum, ; 
tat less than they normaily re- fi ie 
ceive, and ethers describe as a 
“token” payment. Sponsor will 
pay the usual fees, the difference 
going to AFRA for its health in- 
surance fund. Amount the union 
will net is reportedly around 
$2.500 weekly. 

It’s understood that, prier to 
setting of the deal with MCA, both 
Nat Lefkowitz and Bill Murray of 
the Morris office went to AFRA 
with proposals to talent-stock such 
a show fer the union. When AFRA 
chose MCA instead, the Morris 
| agency advised the union that it 
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WFIL for the fifth consecutive 
year, Roger Clipp, general mana- 
ger of the station, announced. 

Half-hour scholastic sports series 
will be broadeast Saturdays at 
a. are _— oe 

arch 12, the local 
schools’ football and basketball 
seasons. ; 

E. L. Brown Agency i 
placed the account and the aoe 
will feature Tom Moorehead , Z 
WFIL sports director, and Jack ve 
Ryan, schoolboy sports authority. | 


. 
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Over a Time Hassle pe 

NBC lost one of its pet accounts ‘s 
last week ornia’s gov- a 
ernor, Earl Warren, can’t make up “a 


moatee over to ABC 
will be theirs regardless 
Richfield Be : 
j id has 

10 o'clock dialing habit ani - 
Coast and far out in the Pacific 
all the years of its 
the oiler preferred to 
works rather than change | 
John Wald continues as the 
dispenser. 

ABC said the deal represe 
the largest contract feu biebhies 
(20) and time (15 minutes at 10 
p.m., seven days a week) in 

mn of the 

uicy plum in billings also 
promotional landfall for pgs 
Richfield plans spending $145,006 
to advertise the * ’s” switch 
to ABC stations. 


net- 


f 
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. the liberalization of policy opening 


Wedneday, August 25, 194g 





Reverse Octopus’ Effect Likely 
On FCC Multiple Ownership Rules 





Washington, Aug. 24. +4 


The FCC revision« of multiple 
ownership rules, designed “to pre- 
vent concentration of control,” 
may have quite the opposite effect 
in the opinion of some radio law- | 
yers here who feel that the Com- | 
mission has liberalized rather than | 
tightened its regulations. 

FCC had restricted video owner- 
ship to five stations, FM to six, and | 
had informally had a ceiling of | 


seven AM stations. The new rules | Record and the Times-Recerd are | 


would formalize the ceiling of 
seven, and would also set ceilings | 
on the number of stations a person 
might have less than controlling | 
interest in, or might be an officer | 
or director of. 

These less-than-control interests 
would vary—depending upon how 
many stations the person or cor- 
poration owned control of. Less- 
than-control interests would range 
from zero for persons or corpora- 
tions controlling the maximum 








Danger to Par 
Washington, Aug. 24. 
The proposed new multiple 

ownership rule would deal 
Paramount’s television plans a 
solar plexus wallop, even if 
the FCC should fail to get at 
the pix company in any other 
Way. 

Par wants to own five video 
outlets and also to maintain 
its hold on the DiMont “B” 
stock which the FCC has con- 
tended would give Par effec- 
tive control of the DuMont as 
well as the Par stations. Du- 
Mont is also seeking the full 
quota of five stations. 

Under the rule, if Par should 
retain its DuMont “B” stock 
and DuMont should acquire 
five stations, then Par could 
own only two stations of its 
own. Or if Par should get five 
licenses, it would have to 
divest its DuMont holdings. 


—_—— 


number allowed (i.e. seven stand- 
ard, six FM, or five video) to 14 
standard, 12 FM, or 10 video for 
those owning no stations outright 
in the respective categories. 


Here, say the radio lawyers, is 














entire new vistas. 

Tf a single corporation, through 
minority stock ownership, can elect 
officers for 14 standard stations, it 
might have far more effective con- 
trol than by owning seven stations 
outright. Officer control of 12 FM 
stations could be as effective as 


(Continued on page 38) 


Hub Shortwaver 





Plugs Friendship 


Boston, Aug. 24. 


WRUL, Hub overseas shortwaver, 
working up a new Voice of Amer- 
ica on a more personalized basis 
with its “Bridge of Friendship” 
show, is debuting this week: 

Idea is to take a sound record- 
ing truck around the country to 
record impromptu views, opinions 
and voices of Americans in the 
street and beam them to European 
countries. First broadcast origi- 
nated from Lexington Green, first 
American battlefield, with inter- 
views with German-Americans, 
Yankees, etc. Idea developed from 
the  station’s successful series 
beamed to Italy prior to the elec- 
tions, which were given plenty of 
credit in helping snow under the 
Reds. 

WRUL crew includes Wyman 
Hojmes, station manager; Thomas 
Middleton, engineer; Edwin Wes- 
ley, scripter, and Odie Monahan, 
public relations. Caravan is sked- 
ded for general New England 
coverage followed by nationwide 
tour. Station is 2 non-profit, co- 
operative undertaking header by 
Walter Lemmon. 





| 86.22. 
‘also veterans—had percentages of 


Troy’s WFLY Away 


Troy, N. Y., Aug. 24. 

The first newspaper-affiliated 
FM station in the Troy-Albany- 
Schenectady area went on the air 
Wednesday (18), when WFLY be- 
gan broadcasting. 

It’s under direction of Frank L. 
York, general manager and treas- 
urer .of the Troy Record Co. The 


the only dailies in the city. 


Radio Bureau Publicity 
Post Is Won by Moylan; 
Starting Salary $4,62 


Albany, Aug. 24. 
Neil Moylan, former Syracuse 


radioite, has been appointed asso- 
ciate state publicity agent in the 





4 : . 
Radio Bureau, at a starting salary 


of $4,620, plus a 10% cost-of-living 
bonus. Moylan, employed in the 
bureau for a year as a producer, 


finished third in an open competi- 
tive examination, with a mark of 
The first two candidates— 


90.42 and 86.62, respectively. They 
were John,Marshall, of Utica, and 
John J. O'Shea, of Woodside, L. I. 
Veterans have preference in state 
civil service tests. Associate agent 


$5,720 is the maximum. 


A disabled veteran, Anita Beren- 
bach, of Brooklyn, with a 77.56 rat- 


tion of senior publicity agent in 
radio. Frederick A. Carr, of Al- 
bany, likewise a veteran, was rated 
second, with 81.50. Lorraine Brun- 
dage, associated with the Radio 
Bureau for two years and onetime 
WGY writer and producer, came in 
third, with 81.90. The job pays 
from $3,720 to $4,620, plus emer- 
gency bonus. 

Fourth on the list for associate 
agent was Deuel Richardson, a non- 
veteran and assistant general man- 
ager of WOKO and WABY under 
the previous ownership. He estab- 
lished a figure of 92. 


COM’L RADIO SEEN AS 
S, AFRICA’S ONLY OUT 


Cape Town, Aug. 14. 


Report for 1947 of South African 
Broadcasting Corp., presented to 
House of Assembly today (14), 
states that growing cost of admin- 
istering radio networks is causing 
concern, and suggests introduction 
of commercial broadcasting-as only 
means of increasing revenue. Num- 
ber of licensed listeners is now 
445,710, which is believed to be 
almost saturation point for South 
African population, so that income 
for coming year will show very 
little increase on 1947, whereas ex- 
penditure curve is rising alarm- 
ingly. 

In 1947, report profit margin on 
expenditure of £630,116 ($2,542. 
520) was only £14,515 ($58,570). 
Money is urgently needed for im- 
provement in programs and tech- 
nical equipment, so that report 
concludes that recent Broadcasting 
Commission’s suggestion of com- 
mercial radio is only solution. 


Seifert Rejoins World 
In Charge of N. Y. Offices 


Walter Seifert, formerly with 
World Brcadcasting, has rejoined 
the transcription outfit under its 
new Frederick W. Ziv Co. owner- 
ship and has taken charge of Ziv’s 
630 Ninth avenue offices in N. Y. 
Additional office space has just 
been acquired at this address to 
house several World departments 
in addition to some Ziv Television 
Programs, Inc., activities. ; 











WHLI’s New AFRA Pact 

WHLI, indie station in Hemp- 
stead, L. I., has signed a new con- 
tract with AFRA, calling for a 


salary minimum of $55 a week for rented in the Equitable 


staff members. 
_ Standard wavelength outlet is 
Broadcasting 


John Sinn, exec veepee of Ziv, 
reports that WB personnel in Chi- 
cago has been moved to added 
|quarters in the Ziv office at 360 
|North Michigan avenue, and in 
| Hollywood extra space has been 
bldg. to 
merge World and Ziv staffs. 


First World releases under Ziv 
said. 


is the salary classification for which | 


ing, was placed first for the posi- | 
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Alias “Sue Carson” 


PALMO FULLER 





'KLZ’s popular afternoon partici- 
'pating stanza, “Budget Brigade.” 
‘She mixes recipes and household 
| hints with guests such as Lon Mc- 
| Allister, Donald Duck and Donald 
| Woods. She's also a veteran on 
'KLZ’s writing staff. 

| KLZ, DENVER 


} 
| 


| 


‘Mark Woods Denies 
ABC Time to Reds 








Mark Woods, prexy of ABC, 
| yesterday (Tues.) denied a demand 
| by chairman William Z. Foster of 
the Communist Party that the net- 
work grant, within a month, equal 
‘air time to the party to reply to 
|the web’s recent documentary on 
| “Communism—U. S. Brand.” 
“ABC considers its presentation 
'to have been fair, factual, and, as 
ito the aspects of the Subject 
which it treated, complete,” Woods 
wrote Foster. He pointed out that 
many labor unions, both CIO and 
AFL, have praised the program 
“without qualification” and “so 
have mauy radio critics through- 
out the country.” 

Foster had stated in his time 
demand that “Reviewers of peri- 
odicals as far removed from the 
Communist Party as VaArRrETy, the 
|New York Post and The Nation 
‘concur with our judgment that 
this program violated all stand- 
ards of honesty, simple fairness 
and objectivity.” To this, Woods 
replied, ‘Although one of the 
three publications to which you 
refer, VARIETY, did take issue with 
one of the citations, I have seen 
no indictments of the integrity of 
the program in either of the 
others to which you refer, the Na- 
tion and the New York Post.” 

Woods asserted that the pro- 
gram cited “in its documentation, 
only such speeches and literature 
as were delivered, written, edited 
or published by the Communists.” 





| 





VariETy’s Dick Doan concluded 
his review of “Communism—U. S. 
Brand” in the Aug. 4 issue with 
this reference to the context (the 
rest of the review having no spe- 
cial pertinence to the argument): 

“Another and more important 
flaw—also open to debate—was 
the apparent inability of the pro- 
gram’s vesearchers fo uncover 
proof of the alleged party oath in 
a more recent party document 
than one dated 1935 (‘The Com- 
munist Party, a Manual on Or- 
ganization,’,by J. Peters, published 
by the Workers Library Publish- 
ers in July, 1935 . . . pages 104 
and 105). For if indeed U. S. 
Communists take this oath, the 
issue is clear-cut and, for Amer- 
icans, has but one side. But if it 
cannot be proven that this oath 
is actually administered to all 
U. S. Communist Party members, 
the whoie question is still open to 
debate and the primary premise 
of ‘Communism,’ as well as its 
fairness on the subject, is serious- 
ly weakened. 


“In a word, ABC made a strong, 
but possibly not watertight, case 
for the prosecution. The defense 
isn’t apt to be heard from.” 


Nancy Craig to Do Three 
Broadcasts From Dallas 


Nancy Craig.planes to Dallas to- 
day (Wed.) and will broadcast her 
early morning confab show from 
there through next Monday (30). 
_Then she flies back to resume her 
N. Y. origination Tuesday (31), 














| She’s going to attend th 
 agpeey will go out next month, Let af nt wasey =: 
nn 


“Red River” on a deal 
nited Artists, ~ 


Palmo is the “Sue Carson” of | 


For Reply on Attack. ems Ata at 272 West 84th street 


ee 


- From the Production Centres 


Powweererns soc soo sg) 
IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Chujoy recorded two broadcasts on ballet in America for 
ee one which were beamed to Russia Jast week and yester- 
day (Tues.)....Radio writer Olga Druce’s play, “The Universal Heck- 
ler,” was feature of the International Congress on Mental Health in 
London last week, performed by American Theatre Wing cast—the first 
appearance of Community Plays on foreign soil. ... Radie Harris due 
back from the Coast next Monday (30)... -Eve Arden also Gotham- 
pound for a fortnight, “Our Miss Brooks being up for a brief hiatus 
| before Colgate takes over First Nat'l Food Stores renewed Guy 
| Lombardo on 19 New England ABC outlets for another 52 weeks 
| WOR's George Monaghan and wife, Nerah, skedded for BBC and TV 
| appearances in Bermuda over Labor Day weekend sir] born Thurs- 
| day (19) to Rese and Tom Flynn. He’s WOR flack and both of them 
| formerly were with CBS Film a looking at Admiral Zacha- 
| pias’ “Secret Missions” series on Mutual. 
big Mi rounding out her third year of penning the radio-TV 
inews for Writer’s Digest... . Peg Lynch, writer and costar of “Ethel 
| and Albert,” on a month’s honeymoon in Europe with groom O. Knut 
'Ronning of Oslo, Norway Winifred O’Keefe, veepee of Lang- 
| Worth e.t. packaging outfit, set to sail yesterday (Tues.) for Europe to 
| scout talent and recording avaflabilities in England and France in event 
| the recording ban here is prolonged....Greater N.Y. Safety Council 
| handed its first radio award Friday (20) to’ Mayor O’Dwyer for WNYC’s 
| accident prevention efforts. 

“—— Adems has joined hubby Ian Martin in the cast of “Linda’s First 
| Love,” Ziv-plattered serial Franklin Pulaski, narrator on “The 
| United Nations Today,” now also with WCBS-TV’s “Winner Take All” 
|... John Sylvester back in town for radio bese Pen mggpen = ap- 
| pearances in legiter, “Sundown Beach”... .Dic arles, recently re- 
 turhed from California, throwing the cues on ABC’s “Treasury Band- 

Norman Brokenshire bought Victor H. Lindlahr’s three-story 
... Staffers annexed by Newark’s 
inew 5,000-watter, WVNJ: George Field, ex-World Transcriptions, and 
| Charles Seitman, ex-WHN, as account execs; Irving Robbin, ex-WPWA, 
Chester, Pa., as music director, and Phyllis Houston, ex-WCTC, New 
| Brunswick, as continuity writer Joan Blondell’s sis, Gloria, replaced 
'Eve MeVeigh in “Guiding Light”....Grace Matthews taking a lease 
‘from her starring role in “Big Sister” to await the stork. Helen Dumas 
| will pinchhit....Walter Kiernan’s son out of the hospital following an 
appendectomy. 
alee Sands has scripted a 15-minute TV film series titled “Glamour 
'House” for New World Productions. It’s slanted at femmes with a 
comedy format... .Ernest Sarracino directed and starred in the CBS-TV 
showcasing last week of “Cap'n Bilky’s Showboat.” Musical direction 
and accompaniment was by Herbert Kingsley, composer of “Lament 
Over Love,” which was sung by Juanita Hall.”...CBS press chief 
George Crandall’s sec’y, Linda Casazza, wed Sunday (22) to Rider 
College prof, Alfred A. Moran....Al Morgan, writer-producer of 
WCBS’ “This Is New York,” to step into Bill geen min mike spot while 
latter vacations Sept. 4-20....Paul Manning, ex-Mutual and CBS war 
correspondent, awarded a Lettre de Commandatian by the French con- 
sul general Monday (23) for being the first American to broadcast the 
liberation of Paris in '44....WNBC’s Dick Dudley has received an- 
other offer from BBC, where he did an Armed Forces show during the 
war....Robert Q. Tiedje, ex-NBC info staffer, joined the web’s Bing- 
hamton (N.Y.) affiliate, WINR, as a salesman....Auditions of Brooks 
Randall, femme disk jockey from the Coast, and Ann Crowley, ex- 
“Oklahoma!” songstress, being readied by WNBC program chief Tony 
Provost. ...Walter Law, who conducts the WNBC “Stamp Club,” join- 
ing the flagship as a staff producer Sept. 13, replacing Vie Campbell 
....Kermit Murdock and Carl Eastman join “Lora Lawton” cast.... 
Marion Allen new to “David Harum” and Henry Neely added to “Young 
Widder Brown” cast....Charme Allen, Gregory Morton, Rita Ascot 
and Maurice Gosfield added to “Front Page Farrell.” 

Joel Marston, character juve actor, the second to get a pic contract 
out of appearance on WJZ-TV’s “Hollywood Screen Test.” Steve Broidy 
signed him to a long-termer for Allied Artists....NBC to sponsor a 
mobile radio broadcasting company in the U. S. Army Signal Corps. ... 
Norah K. Donovan, until recently on ABC’s legal staff, hanging out her 
shingle on 5th ave..... Robert J. Landry, ex-VARIETY, and until recently 
with CBS, taking a month’s hiatus in Maine....CBS auditioning an 
hour-long Robert Q. Lewis show for possible slotting at 5-6 Sunday 
this fall. It won't tee off, though, until sometime after Lewis returns 
ee Europe next month. He’s sailing Saturday (30) on the Maure- 

Paul R. Milton assigned to script chores on MBS’ new “Great Scenes 
From Great Plays. ...Harry Algus, ex-public relations man for the War 
Assets Administration in N.Y., annexed by Mutual’s publicity staff.... 
Camel cigs already inked to bankroll MBS airing of the next New 
Year s Day Cotton Bowl game ... Margaret Draper doing “Famous Jury 
Trials” Saturday (28)....Patsy Campbell, on weeks’ vacation, being 
Sam a out of “Second Mrs. Burton”... .Rosemary Rice to read for 

am Wanamaker for the Broadway legiter, “Goodbye, My Fancy.” 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Sid Roberts, WIND announcer, bedded at Michael Reese hospital 
with yellow jaundice... .Charles Luckman, Lever Bros.’ prez, huddling 
with comedian Danny Thomas with tele as the topic....Norm Lind- 
quist, former veepee of Television Advertising Productions, joining 
Malcolm Howard agency as television director....Hal Rorke, radio 
chief of J. Walter Thompson, will scale the peaks in Tennessee during 
his vacation in.early September... .Mutual veepee Ade Hult orates at 
Gauspelin Sept ~ ow ee. Center on the state fair grounds, In- 
; . 4....The Morris B. ut 
Noe fo next Sunday (29). pi ee sine st eanencds 

ub Jackson upped from account exee to veepee of Russel M. Seeds 
Co.....Ed Borroff, former ABC veepee in saree of the Central Divi- 
sion, soon to announce his new pact with a station rep... . Jack Ryan, 
NBC flack, off on a four-week handshake tour of radio eds and affiliates 
..+.The Quiz Kids start their ninth year for Miles Laboratories next 
month... Ralph Atlass, WIND chief, cruising on Georgia Bay in his 
new boat .. _News commentator Jim Hurlbut upped to captain rank 
in the Marine Corps Reserve....Dave Atchison has left NBC’s flack 
staff to become associate ed of the new Sunday supplement, Nowadays. 
ane Wolff, WBBM producer-writer, and Minnie Galatzer, who heads 

e Chi Actors’ Co., have organized a seminar for potential playwrights 
Ess Illinois Bell Telephone using a heavy sked of transcribed station 
oe to focus attention on its new dialing system... .News writer Pat 
ring kudosed by the American Medical Assn. for her scripting of the 
oer _meet here in June... Schoenfeld, Huber & Green blanketing 

uisiana with spots in a test for an intro of Dolly Madison Wine. 


IN HOLLYWOOD .. . 


Sid Strotz parked here for a month and the Sun Vailey 
with rest of NBC brass for annual meeting with. nfiiliates Sept. 22-25 
oa .Ken Dyke taking a breather at the swank Ocean House, formerly 

arion Davies’ summer shack... .“Junior Miss” air troupe will display 
its histrionics across the footlights at Laguna Beach strawhatter this 
Week... Lux set for first two airings of new season, opening Aug. 30 
with “I Remember Mama,” starring Irene Dunne, and following it uP 


(Continued on page 36) 
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Quirk in NY. Municipal Code Putting SHOW PETIRN Retaliation’ Seen in AFRA Nix of NBC 
Snafu Into Control of Indie WNYC 





A struggle looms for control of + 





DATES DELAYED Announcers on Mpls. ‘Dr. 1@ Shows 


Minneapolis, Aug. 24. 


wf 





New York's city - owned indie, . . Trend is under way on a whole- Lew Valentine, “Dr. IQ,” on 
WNYC, which since the days of Weitzel Shifts Spot In sale scale toward later fall teeoffs Bond Dewey Consultant: | Monday (23) started a seven-weeks 
oe a ie zs pect has = 0M D t it N Fi |for returning network shows. BD “ Monday night broadcast ‘series 
irectly under the mayor's office. |There’s a mounting conviction m= here for NBC without an NBC 
Frederick Zurmuhlen, who became ctrol ews areup }among'bankrollers and_ their B &0 on Ad Promotion announcer on po broadcast staff, 
city commissioner of public works Detroit, Aug. 24. | agencies that there’s too little re- Washington, Aug. 24. due to an AFRA ban. 
last fail, recently discovered a Tony Weitzel, local columnist | ward, ratingwise, in bringing shows _ Ford Bond, president of Ford Quiz show usually uses six an- oy 
provision in the municipal ad- | who was fluffed off the air at WWJ | back in late August or any time in| Bond Radio Productions inc., and | nouncers spotted in the house, in rs, 
ministrative code which he in- when he struck a discordant note | September until near the month’s Gov. Thomas E. Dewey's radio ad- this ease RKO-Orpheum theatre, ; 


terprets as giving him full super- 
vision over the station. 

The code states that the PW de- 
partment shall “maintain and op- 
erate” the station. Zurmuhien 
notified Seymour Siegel, director 
of the Municipal Broadeasting Sys- 
tem, that he expected, in view of 
this, to aheck the station’s pay- 
rolls, supervise its programming, 
etc. Siesel went to Mayor William 
O'Dwyer. who told him to continue 
as in the past. 


As an upshot, Zurmuhien last | prolonging sustainer fills anywhere 
week ordered WNYC _ paychecks |from one to four or five weeks although not then AFRA members, 
held up. Siegel protested and in- a longer than usual. Sponsors and e we and received some $45 each for 
duced tie commissioner to let |agencies. for their part, may or t Mull their part in each weekly broad- eer 
them go out. |may not run their billings later Is S cast. Last October, however, in an ee 


Zurmuhlen is said now to have 
changed his mind about wanting 
to eversee the whole broadcasting 
setup, but contends that if the 
code places the station under his 
jurisdiction, it’s his responsibility 
at least to okay its expenditures. 

It’s believed, however, that May- 
or O’Dwyer will recommend im- 
mediately to the city council that 
the code be revised to place the 
station officially under the may- 
or’s authority. 


Barring of Announcers, 
Petition Filed at FCC, 
Spark WSNY Execs Hassle 


Schenectady, Aug. 24. 
Controversy between -Winslow 





‘that displeased the publisher of 


the Detroit News, severed associa- | 


tion with that newspaper last week. 
He then hit the airwaves Saturday 
(21) over WJR in “Brunching With 
the Weitzels,” gabbing with his 
wife Dotty. 

Program originates from Esquire 
room of Book-Cadillac. One 15- 
minute segment of the half-hour 

| program is sponsored by Kowalski 

Sausage Co.; other half of the tab 
| is picked up Harvey Berkshire, 
Kaiser-Frazer dealer. 





Eye NBC Fall 
Sunday Spots 


| With five Sunday afternoon half- 
hours yet wnassigned for the fall- 
winter season, a flock of NBC sum- 
mer fillin shows are yearning to oc- 
cupy one of these time slots. 

The Jane Pickens Shew is favor- 
ite for the 5-5:30 period currently 
held down by “Author Meets the 
Critics.” Latter stanza, carried last 
season only on WNBC, N. Y., is 
|ameng the hopefuls. 
| Caneellation of the Eddy How- 
jard stanza by Sheaffer Pens and 
|transfer of the RCA-Victor billing 





| end. | 
For instance, on NBC, where the 
| fall-winter schedule is more nearly 
|in final form at this moment than 
on other webs, only 10 programs 
are returning before Sept. ‘27, 
| whereas 23 will make their autumn 
debuts on or after that date. Last 
'year, 17 were back by Sept. 27 and 
only 14 returned after that time. 
The trend obviously isn’t making 
the nets happy, what with the re- 
|sulting added financial burden of 


into next spring and summer as a 
result of the later fall returns. But 
they seem to feel late spring and 
early summer might pay off better 
i than early fall. 


Year of Adjustment 


“It's a year of adjustment.” one | 
agency exec commented. “As far | 
as we're concerned, September 
just. doesn’t pay off. Maybe this is | 
the beginning of the end of the 39- 
week cycle.” 

One factor in slotting of shows | 
for return after Sept. 26 is that | 
this is the date on which daylight | 
saving time ends. Feeling is that) 
evening programs stand a lot better 
chance of catching dialers at their) 
sets after d.s.t. concludes. 

One agency which especially has 
applied this thinking is Benton & 
Bowles. Its Burns & Allen stanza) 
for Maxwell House took a 15-week | 





'advertising and promotional 


| Congress 


viser for the past six years, will 
serve as radio consultant to Gov. 
Dewey during the campaign, the 
Republican National Committee 
announced last Friday (20). Ed- 
ward T. G. Ingle will continue as 
radio director of the Committee, 
however. 

Batten, Barton, Durstine & Os- 
born was selected to handle the 
end 
of the presidential campaign, with 
Ben Duffy, president of the agency, 
in charge. 





Suit Vs. CBS For 
Krueger Nixing 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 
The Socialist Party may take 
legal action against CBS follow- 
ing ecanccliation last week of a 
speech by Maynard C. Krueger, 
Univ. of Chicago prof. and mem- 
ber of the Socialist national exec 


committee. Fifteen-minute speech | 


on “Why the Special Session of 
Failed” got the net’s 
okay on Aug. 5, but two hours be- 
for air time Thursday (19) Krue- 
ger was teld.it had been cancelled. 

According to CBS spokesmen, 


R. Leighton, president of the West- | to the 5:30 segment (but not until 
ern Gateway Broadcasting Corp. early December), leaves the 90- 


(WSNY), and George R. Nelson, 
removed by Leighton June 21 as 
general and commercial manager 
of the 250-watt independent sta- 


tion, took a new turn Sunday (22) | 


when Ed Flynn, former program 
manager, and Bill Carpenter, until 
réceniiy sports announcer reported 
they were barred from broadeasi- 
ing a Schenectady Canadian-Amer- 
ican league baseball game. 
General Electric Co.’s Schenec- 
tady works are sponsoring play- 
by-plays of home contests at Mc- 
Nearney Stadium this season. 
Flynn and Carpenter, who say they 


signed a contract with WSNY,) 


through Nelson, then general man- 
ager, for the assignment. had been 


airing Can-Am games for three!i. ‘Burns.& Allen standin. Max- | “L. € “ mi 
ane : ‘ .| , t . 4 ux Theatre,” Aug. 30 (Aug. 25); Ol ONIA FM TS ern wanted a chance to bid for the he 
veunced the previous day. that Well House bas been highly pleased |“My Friend Irma,” Aug. 30 (Aug. C L FM PAC TV channel in L. A. A 

Pp The petition points out that all ; - 


Bob Wallace, a WSNY standard, 
and Dick Moore, a new man from 


minute.stretch from 2 to 3:30 open. 
Also unassigned is the 12-12:30 
time. ; 
_ The leading candidates include, 
besides “Author,” the newsreom’s 
“Who Said That?’”, emceed by Bob 
Trout, which has been pulling 
plenty of unexpected fan mail; Lou 
Cowan’s “RFD America,” which 
has been holding down Fred Al- 
len’s time as a sustainer; the First 
Piano Quartet, which has been do- 
ing triple duty on the summer 
airwaves; and the Slapsie Maxie 
Show, which will have to make way 
for “Life of Riley.” 

Another warm-weather item 
which may get a reprieve is Leon- 
ard Sillman’s “New Faces of 1948,” 





| with the reception given the revue 
land bas suggested {t to General 
| Foods’ front office as a good pros- 


layoff and will return Sept. 30. Last his talk was nixed because they 
fail the show was back Sept. 4.  originaliy had thought the special 
Prudential ‘Family Hour” was| session weuld last longer and also 
given a 17-week hiatus; it will re-| because political programs were 


Jury,” preemed Sept. 7 last year. lor, CBS veepee and director of 
This year it won't be back until, public affairs, assumed that Krue- 
Oct. 3. | Ber's speech was exempt from 

Here are some of the other web| the ban on political sustainers, 


with last year’s return dates in|) Aug. 12. Sales department, how- 
parentheses: ; lever, didn’t see it his way. 
“Cavalcade of America,” Sept. r, an independent can- 
13 (Aug. 18); “Chesterfield Supper didate for Congress from Illinois, 
Club” with Perry Como, Sept. 27 | was particularly burned because 
(Sept. 8); “Supper Club” with Jo phe had cut short his 


Cantor Show, Oct. 1 (Sept. 25); 
| Judy Canova Show, Oct. 2 (Aug. 
| 30); Ozzie & Harriet, Oct. 3 (Aug. 
30); Edgar Bergen, Oct. 3 (Sept. 7); 


liver the speech from CBS Chi- 
cago studios. 








EKINS FOR NEWS STINT 


Syracuse, Aug. 24. 


7). 


25); “The Shadow,” Sept. 12 (Sept. 
| 





| 


turn Oct. 3 instead of Sept. 14.| put on a cash basis as of Aug. 12. | 
Still another B&B show, “Juvenile | It's understood that Davidson Tay- | 


stanzas and their fall starting dates, | since it had been skedded before | 


to introduce contestants. NBC out- 
let here, however, is KSTP, only 
non-AFRA organized station in the 
Twin Cities. 

Valentine, an AFRA member, got 
orders from national headquarters 
in New York not to use non-AFRA 
members on the show. When pro- 
gram comes over KSTP, then, an- 
nouncers heard will be from WTCN 
and WDGY. 

Last year, when Valentine ap- 
peared at St. Paul Orpheum thea- 
tre, KSTP announcers were used, 


NLRB election, KSTP staff mem- 
bers voted 7 to 1 not to affiliate 
| with AFRA. 

KSTP staff members expressed 
themselves as bitter about the deal 
|and termed it a case of retaliation. 
_They have filed a complaint with 
| the NLRB charging their firing by 
| Valentine was illegal and unfair 
\labor practice, and that the union 
|coerced Valentine. NLRB may 
| seek a temporary court injunction. 
Station itself, however, kept mum, 
‘saying it had no part in the cen- 
_troversy, since pressure was all 
| brought on Valentine: 

| KSTP’s promotion department 
'was not too happy. During previ- 
ous week, it had spotted Valentine 
in several radio appearances build- 
jing up “IQ” series, without know- 
ing other station members would 
be represented on its breadcasts. 





Warners, Mrs. Thackrey 


Deny AVCO Rule Use In 
2 Coast Stations Sale 


Washington, Aug. 24. 
Warner Bros. and Dorothy S. 
Thackrey yesterday (23) teld the 
FCC they didn’t believe the AVCO 
rule was applicable to the sale of 
the Thackrey wholly-owned inter- 
est in KYA, San Francisco, and 


beocong and KLAC-TV in Los ‘An- 
| geles, 


j 


vaca- 


Stafford, Sept. 28 (Sept. 9); Eddie 4; = 
tion in Colorado in order to de Co., partially owned by Ed Pauley, 


last week invoked the AVCO rule, 
and requested that a separate price 
| be put upon each rty. South- 


Southern California Television 


the property is broadcast property 


'and cites 33 cases where the Com- 





WER eent ee 
Pet eee 





o< 


Rome, would do the ballcasts. | pect in event GF mulls additional | | 


, s d- | | ‘ j | 
Nelson, who has opened an ad- web time or a show replacement. FCC S Suspension Of | 


vertising office in Schenectady —_ . 
the long successful Leighton & ssa Pane — oe Sade | Mobil Se ° M 

Nelson agency has been dissolved 5. the Robert Shaw Chorale, He rvices ay 
and Leighton has set up his Ow? Luckies’ “Let’s Talk Hollywood,” 


mission has okayed transfer of 
multiple broadcast properties for 
one lump sum. 

Warners proposes to pay Mrs. 
Thackrey $1,045,000, with $104,500 
paid when the agreement is made 


The Colonial FM Network, whieh 
will tee off operations Sept. 20 with 
five upstate stations as charter out- 
lets, has pacted a name commen- 
tator, H. R. Ekins, to do a 7 p.m., 
'cross-the-board news stint. Ekins. 


office — filed a petition with the 


FCC im Washington last week. He 
asked it to investigate ‘“‘a series of 
stock transfers to determine if such 
transfers involve a_ violation - of 


Section 310 (b) of the Communica- | 


tions Act of 1934 as amended, and, 
if so, to take appropriate action in 
the premises.” Suit refers to ac- 
tions taken by Leighton at WSNY 
in Nelson’s absence. 

Falling out of the two men, who 
had been closely associated in the 
agency business here since 1936 
and who had been at WGY before 
that in sales executive capacities, 
has caused a shock in radio circles 
hereabouts. 





Gagwriters’ Getaway Set 


Gagwriters Institute is prepping 
its third annual sessions, with the 
getaway set for Sept. 15. George 
Lewis of th: National Laugh Foun- 
dation, which sponsors the course, 
reports it will be limited this-year 
to 50 enrollees. 

Classes will meet Wednesday 
nights through next June 15, 


| Carmen Cavailero’s stint for Tums, 
|Lever’s “Call the Police,” Pepso- 
‘dent’s “Corliss Archer,” Raleigh’s 
'“Evening With Romberg,” Bristol- 
‘Myers’ “Tex and Jinx,” Pabst’s 
“Thin Man,” “Swingtime .at the 
Savoy,” and Sealtest’s Ray Noble- 
Ilene Woods. 


FCC, CANADA IN ACCORD 
ON FM ASSIGNMENTS 


Washington, Aug. 24. 

The Federal Communications 
Commission and the Dept. of 
Transport of Canada last week an- 
/nounced an agreement concerning 
FM breadcast assignments in the 
two countries in the 88 to 108 
megacycle band. 

FCC said the agreement was 
made so that no objectionable in- 
terference will occur between sta- 
tions in the two countries. The 
agreement is somewhat similar to 
the TV agreement in that it in- 
volves assignments only within 
| 250 miles of the border. 





Hurt Film Companies 


Washington. Aug. 24. 

To protect the public from use- 
less expenditures for experimental 
radio installations, and to expedite 
adoption cf rules under which ap- 
plicants may obtain regular li- 
censes, the FCC last week suspend- 
ed consideration of applications for 
‘experimental mobile radio services. 





| This move will affect motion pic- | 


‘ture companies operating radio 
communication between studio and 
|location and between sets. Pix 
come under the Industrial Radio 
‘Services as rural users of chan- 
nels. 

The Commission is now engaged 
{in a study of the extensive com- 
‘ments filed following proposed rul- 
ings on these broadcast services. 





WEEK Pacts AFRA 
Peoria, Aug. 24. 
WEEFK, local affiliate of NBC, has 
signed 1 new staff contract with 
the American Federation of Radio 
Artists. 
Pact calls for union shop and 
| provides tor wage raises. 


for 18 years with the UP, and for- 
|merly also with the N. Y. Times 
'and Christian Science Monitor as 
foreign correspondent and editor, 
now is d‘vector of the Citizens 
Foundation of Syracuse. 

Colonial ‘veb’s affiliates thus far 
are WKRT-FM, Cortland; WOPT- 
FM, Oswego: WKNP-FM, Corning: 
WWHG-FM, Hornell, and WHLD- 
FM, Niagara Falls. 


KXOK Seeking Sales OK 
On Sister Station KFRU 


St. Louis, Aug. 24. 

The St. Louis Star-Times Pub- 
lishing Co., owner and operator of 
KXOK and KFRU, the latter at 
/Columbia, Mo., is seeking the 
_greenlight from the FCC to sell the 
latter station. Outstanding stock 
would be transferred to H. J. 
Waters, Jr., president of the 





Columbia, Mo., Tribune Publishing 
,Co., and Mahlon R. Aldridge. Jr.,' 
station manager for $85,000. 

KFRU has been on the air since 
;March, 1925. 


and $52,250 by Dec. 5 if FCC has 
approved the sale by that time. 


BROWN GIVES LOWDOWN 
ON CLEVE. GRID DOINGS 


Cleveland, Aug. 24. 

Paul Brown, pro gridders’ coach 
and general manager of Cleveland 
Browns team, is doubling on the 
air as commentator in “Inside 
Football” fall series over WGAR. 
Burroughs Book Store is sponsor- 
ing the Thursday 15-minute shows 
in the 6:30 p.m. slot, set up last 
week through Lang, Fisher & 
Stashower agency. 


Besides dishing up the lowdown 
on the pigskin season, Brown in- 
terviews star players and coaches 
in the All-American Football Con- 
ference. Bob Neal will handle the 
play-by-play reports in assisting 
him in coverage of games. Preced- 
ing them, Van Patrick will handle 
15-minute sideline interviews for 
WGAR, with Fisher Grocery Stores 





, sponsoring. 
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AMERIC DP’S 


Not Displaced Persons—but Divorced People—are the subject of an hour-long 





. drama document, “Marriage In Distress,” to be heard on the NBC Network 
Wednesday, September 1, from 8 to 9 p. m. N.Y. T. . 


What has happened to the American family circle during the past 75 years? 
Why has the divorce rate risen 2,000 per cent? 


~ 


In 1890 there was one divorce for every 16 marriages—why, today, is there 


one divorce for every three marriages ? 
What happens to tlie displaced children of divorced people ? 
How important is sex in marriage? | 


Has modern business, by removing production of food, clothing and other 
essentials from the home, brought about the break in the family circle? 


These are only a few of the questions to be investigated in “Marriage 
In Distress.” Every married person, every divorced person, every person who 
~ hopes to be married and every married person who is looking longingly 
P to the divorce courts will want to hear this program, speaking out fearlessly 


on the problems of Marriage — 1948. 





This special broadcast highlights the importance and timeliness of NBC’s 
several weekly series programs of Public Affairs and Education. Each Sunday 
afternoon, “Living 1948” documents in vital drama form such subjects as, 
“Freedom is a Home-made Thing,” “As Europe Sees Us,” “Mental Health of the 
Nation” and “Wisdom in the Streets.” The American Institute of Public 
Opinion and its director, Dr. George Gallup, co-operate with NBC in the 
over-all planning of the series and in certain phases of research. Dr. Gallup 
himself appears on those programs where his publicly polled facts and 


figures aid in understanding the subject under discussion. 


Planned with a purpose, aimed at a goal, NBC’s programs of Public Affairs and 
Education seek to serve, inform and awaken public interest —to do this 


consistently week after week, year in and year out. 


: . Gl ret 
AN NBC prama DOCUMENT 
broadcast Wednesday, September 1, from 8-9 p.m. N.Y.T. by the National Broadcasting Company 





leit 9 America’s No. 1 Network ... a service of Radio Corporation of America 
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Celluloid Network’ Idea Spreading; — 
May Lead to AM Web Setup Discard: 





Apparently unwilling to wait fore 
coast-to-coast networking to give it 
nationwide coverage, television has 
come up within the last several 
weeks with a shortcut. New idea is 
based on the rapidly-growing use 
of film and kinescope recordings of | 
live shows, which permits a spon-! 


Chi Pro Gridders Unsold 
On TV Yet; Rockets Inked 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 
WBKB has signed the Chicago 


sor to air his program, if he so Rockets for exclusive telecasting 


desires, on at least one station in 
all 21 cities from co 
that now sport TV. 


ast to coast but two other pro grid teams here 
—the Bears and Cardinals—haven’t 


| 


It’s believed that this intensified| been wrapped up. Deals have 


use of the so-called “celluloid net-| 
works” may conceivably lead to} 
the discarding of the network idea | 
as it’s now known in radio. Fact) 
that a sponsor can choose his own | 
string of stations and thus ease | 


himself of much of the trouble of | grid teams 


dealing with established networks | 
could conceivably mean _ there} 
would be 
established webs to assume. 
work execs, however, knock down 


snagged because of high costs and , 


\the fact that team owners aren't | 
|completely sold on tele as a boon } 
| to the b.o. 


ABC meanwhile may scout prep | 


as possible fare for) 
WENR-TV, which bows Sept. 
Highschoolers have been given the | 


littie function left for the | 8°-by so far but as college and pro 
Net- | availabilities 


diminish, it’s ex- 


pected they'll begin to hit local 


this theory on the assumption that tele screens. 


tele shows are still best when’ 
they’re aired live to give them that 
inherent sense of 
Thus, when the coaxial cable is | 
extended from coast-to-coast, it) 
will be controlled by the webs, so 
that sponsors will come to them | 
just as they’ve done in radio. 
Nets, in fact, are se confident of | 
their position that they’re cooper- | 
ating with sponsors in every way 
possible by arranging to sell kine 
recordings of their shows to sta- 
tions in other cities with whom 
they’re not even affiliated. In addi- 
tion, the nets are using the film 
transcriptions as further lures to 
sign on indie stations as affiliates, 
since the system assures them of 


(Continued on page 34) 








Credit Ban May 
Cut TV Sales 257, 


Television set sales, which have College, Hempstead, L. L., 


| 





spontaneity. | M’ waukee Brewers Set 


Record Attendance 
Using TV for Ist Tim 


Milwaukee, Aug. 24. 
Pointing up the belief that tele- 
vision will boost, rather than cut 
into gate receipts at sports events, 


17. | 


| 


Jordan Bows Out 


NBC director of mobile 
operations Noei Jordan bows 
out of the network following 
his supervision of the telecast 
on board a Navy aircraft car- 
rier Sunday (29). He and his 
wife leave for Denver because 
of illness in family. 

Jordan’s new home will be 
one of the few key cities re- 








‘next month or so. 


July survey was made. 


U.S. Video Sets Now 484,350 


Television sets in the U. S. numbered 484,350 as of Aug. 1, repre- 
senting an increase of 64,350 sets over the July figure. Compiled by the 
NBC research bureau under the supervision of Hugh M. Beville, Jr., the 
total comprises those for 33 operating stations in 21 cities, plus those in 
five other cities where stations are expected to take the air within the 
Three new stations, WSB-TV in Atlanta, WJZ-TV 
in New York and WSPD-TV in Toledo, have begun operation since the 
Total of 243.200 sets in the metropolitan N. Y. 





Milwaukee Brewers of the Ameri-| department. Idea was tested and 
can Assn. have already topped the | found successful during the NBC- 
alltime attendance record for 77 | oo ee ce of er ze. 
F ' | cen itical conventions and NF 
home games, despite the fact that | he te a te nee ot the Gee 
the entire season’s schedule is be- |mewsroom staffers henceforth in 
ing telecast for the first time this | the preparation and production of 
year by WTMJ-TV, Milwaukee | all documentaries. Newsroom has 


Journal video outlet. 

Last winter WTMJ-TV began 
broadcasting weekly wrestling 
shows and attendance subsequent- 


‘ly doubled. Results in Milwaukee 


are in line with findings of a. sur- 
vey conducted recently by Hofstra 
which 


been booming steadily for the last revealed that sports was the only 


year, may strike an imposing snag | Outside a 


: ° } a 
when the Government reimposes este families owning TV sets. 


| 


| 


its credit controls on many install- 
ment purchases Sept. 20. Consen- 


ctivity that hadn’t suf- 
dropoff in attendance 


WTMJ-TV, meanwhile, set its 


sus among leading TV set manu- | own record for number of remote 
facturers is that the curbs will | pickups Aug. 8-14, wixen it carried 


cut installment sales of receivers 
about 25°:, while a roundup of de- 
partment stores reveals that at 
least 50° of all sets bought now 
are purchased on the installment 
plan. 

Government order, which fol- 
lows wartime regulations, will re- 
quire downpayments on all house- 
held appliances, including tele 
sets, of at least 20°. Most strong- 
ly hit, therefore, will be those 


j 


2 PA. FIRMS IN 1ST 


19 different remote shows totaling 
20 hours. 





TIME-SHARING BID 
Easton, Pa., Aug. 24. 


The first time-sharing proposal 
by two applicants for TV licenses 


already been assigned production 
of the NBC-TV newsreel, which has 
been produced since last March by 
Jerry Fairbanks under his pact for 
exclusive TV film work with NBC. 


Web staged one of the first im-| 
portant tele documentaries last 
year with a two-hour telecast from | 
a Navy submarine off the Brook- | 
lyn Navy Yard and hopes to repeat! 
the success of that show with the | 
| telecast from the carrier, scheduled | 
| for 3 p.m. Sunday. Participating in | 
. the hour-long shew will be the USS | 


| 


| Leyte and its full complement of | 








aircraft, which is to go through) 


|mock battle maneuvers under the! 
|command of Capt. Charles F. Coe. | 
Transmitter will be installed in one | 


of the ship’s radar fire control in- | kee); 


struments, which will keep the, 


microwave beam to shore steadily western region, Klaus Landsberg, 
|KTLA (Los Angeles). 


‘aimed at the receiving point. 

Eighteen technicians, manning 
four cameras, are to board the. 
carrier fer the show, which is be-| 
ling conducted jointly by NBC and. 
ithe Navy. 


|casters Assn. 
Bingley, former Philco exec, who 


| berger 


maining in the U. S. without ° area is still more than four times that in Philadelphia, the No. 2 tele 
television station SO his return elty. 
atl gg Sig De: a were aah Following is the city-by-city breakdown: . 
been named. No. of No. of Increase Over 
- City Stations Sets July Total 
New. York .... 6 243,200 28,200 
Philadelphia 2 55,100 5,700 
ocumentary Chicago 2 33,700 2.000 
Los Angeles .. 2 27,200 1.200 
Washington .. S 15,500 1,750 
Baltimore 2 13,700 1,200 
Growth Seen in Boston ........ 2 12,900 4.800 
OS Sen. eee 1 12,300 3,000 
eS RR aS ae 1 8,700 600 
° Schenectady .......... 1 7,400 400 
arrier rogram Cleveland ............ 1 7,000 1.400 
St. Paul .. 1 5,600 400 
Milwaukee i 1 5,000 200 
NBC. which only last week an- New Haven .... 1 4.800 2 300 
nounced an expansion of its radio Cincinnati 1 4,200 Loo 
| documentaries, doesn’t plan to re- Buffalo I 3,800 fa 
| main at the post when it comes to ancl oa a 
| television. Web is currently plan- atianta......d....... 1 800 B00 
|ming a full-scale expansion of its Salt Lake City ....... 1 600 100 
|/TV documentary work, based on bids oe TRAE pee’ Hicied 
devising formulas for the best-pos- MRM 2 33 464,900 55.650 
| sible presentation of news, special | OTHER CITIES 
events and documentary shows, ‘ 
, such as the upcoming telecast Sun- Dayton ......-....+.+.. an 300 — 
iday (29) from a U. S. aircraft, indianapolis .......... ne 200 =00 
carrier 35 miles off the N. Y. coast. | Louisville ............ we 500 200 
, : . fly Cee eae - 1,100 1,100 
Tied in with the documentary | oi hers en 16.650 7200 
| expansion is a closer integration of; “= = Se : re 
{the NBC newsroom with the TV | TOTAL ...... ae 484.350 64.350 











Kintner Elected to TBA 
Board, Vice Bingley; — 
4 Chairmen to Huddle 


‘TBA, NAB Merger 
ABC exec veepee Rebert FE. | Appears Remote 


Kintner last week was elected to, a it 
a elevision Broadcasters Assn. 
the board of the Television Broad- | jast week accepted an invitation of 


He succeeds F. J. \the National Assn. of Broadcasters 
for joint huddies on future TV 
: D . industry needs, but the possibility 
Broadcasting. Kintner’s of a merger of the two groups is 
term runs until TBA’s annual meet | reportedly more remote than ever. 
in January. It’s believed there’s a definite 
_ TBA board also named four act- | need for an organization to deal 
ing chairmen to organize the four ‘with the problems of tele exclu- 
regional committees recently cre- sively. Since TBA was first set up 
ated to expand the organization's to handle that operation, the job 
activities on a national basis. Head- would naturally fall to it. Fact that 
ing up the eastern committee is at least 75% of the NAB member- 
Neil H. Swanson, WMAR-TV (Bal- ship represent AM {fnterests only 
timore); midwestern region, Wal- would also militate against a merg- 
ter Damm, - WTMJ-TV (Milwau- er, since the AM’ers could be ex- 
southern region, Charles cted to squawk if N. 
Crutchfield, WBT (Charlotte), and <4 rar agar: wt te 
money to TV. 
Appointed to the TBA commit- 
TBA prez J. R. Poppele an- tee which is to huddie with NAB 
nounced that the four acting chair- are TBA prexy J. R. Poppele; Du- 
men would huddle in N. Y. early Mont tele director Lawrence Phil- 
next month to draw up an agenda lips; 


is now chief tele engineer for Bam- 


G. Emerson Markham, sta-. 








stores which have been offering | as been filed with the FCC by the A 
sets for as little as $3 down and Easton Publishing Co., of Easton, | 


| for the initial regional meets, for 
|which organization is slated to 
Start during October and early No- 
|vember. All-out membership drive 


tion manager of General Electric, 
and Will Baltin, TBA secretary- 
treasurer. Meanwhile, Harry Ban- 
nister, WWJ-TV (Detroit) topper, 


$3 per week. Others have re- Pa., and Lehigh Valley Broadcast- | KTSL Grabs 3 Sponsors, 


downpayment | ing Co., of Allentown, Pa. 


quired a 10-15% 
which will also be outlawed. 


Despite the comparatively high | 


cost oi TV receivers, it’s long been 
an established fact that the major- 
ity ef sets are bought by families 
in the middle-income brackets. 
Since few of these can shell out 
the $150-$2,500 price of a TV set, 


most have been buying on install- | 
ments. Surprisingly large number | 
have been. 


of sets moreover, 
bought by low-income families. 
It’s the Jatter group which is ex- 
pected to be hit most by the new 
Government regulations. 


CROSLEY NAMES TERRY 
AS VEEPEE OVER VIDE 


Cincinnati, Aug. 24. 





| Under the proposal, the Easton 


| firm, which publishes the Easton 
| Express, a daily, and owns WEEX- 
| FM, and Lehigh company, which 
operates WSAN and WSAN-FM in 
Allentown, would telecast on alter- 
nate dates, each from its own 
studio and transmitter. 

Although time-sharing was com- 
mon in early days of radio, this is 
first time it has ever been proposed 
in television. 

:\The proposal grew out of the 
' fact that only one television chan- 
nel is presently available to the 
‘Lehigh Valley area, which encom- 
passes cities such as Allentown, 
| Bethlehem and Easton, and Phil- 
lipsburg in New Jersey, with a total 
population of about 600,000. Other 
‘applicants for the channel are 





Marshall M. Terry was‘appointed | Philco Radio Corp., Penn-Allen 


vice-president in charge of televi-| Broadcasting Co. 


and Tri-City 


sion activities of the Crosley Broad- | Telecasters Inc., latter two of Al- 


casting Corp. yesterday 


James B. Hill was appointed sales. 


(Mon.). lentown., 
Hearings on the applications will | 


manager of WLW-TV, Crosley tele-| be held by the FCC beginning 
Vision outlet in Cincinnati, at same Sept. 13 in Allentown and contin- 


time, and a shift in duties of Jack 


M. Zinselmeier and David E. Part- | 


ridge was made. 


Terry previously was vice-presi- | 
dent in charge of promotional ac- | 


tivities for WLW. Merchandising 
responsibilities of his recent post 


will be taken over by Zinselmeier. pas 


_uing in Bethlehem and Easton. 


New Tele Business * 


Herrschner Needle Crafts, Inc.. 
for a 15-minute Tuesday 














| 
| 


Partridge, WLW sales promotion | seg of “Woman's World,” starting 


Manager who previously reported Oct. 5. 
to Terry, will be 
directly 


responsible 
to the general manager's 
office. s administrative du- 
} will include the overall opera- 
of WLW-T; WLW-D, Dayton, 
WLW-C, Columbus. 





<:placlteealnee a a oa ae 








| Deal was direct with 
WBKB, Chicago... 

Cycloid Micromatic Reel (Cycloid 
Corp.) using minute films in front 
|of sports shows and events on 
|'WGN-TV, Chicago, through Ben- 
‘nett, Petesch & O'Connor agency. 


Two Going for Packages 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

| KTSL, Hollywood television out- 
‘let for Mutual-Don Lee net, signed 
its first three commercial programs | 
last week. Stokey and Ebert Tele- 
| peste, Enterprises have packaged | 
‘two of the programs which are be-| 
‘ing sponsored by L. K. Ward and 
Phileo Freé@zers' and L. K. Ward 


4 


! 


{ 


and Gibson’ Refrigerators. Third | 
| teleshot is the “Original Amateur 


‘Hour” presented by Old Gold. 
| cigarettes. 

Stokey-Ebert packages, “Philco 
Players” and “Prime Ribbing,” 
have been signed for 13 weeks. 
i Twenty-minute TV-shows will be 
| presented on Tuesday and Thurs- 
day nights, starting tonight (Tue.). 

Initial telecast of “Players,” a 
dramatic series, is titled “The Last. 
‘Orchid,” . by Inez Asher. Tom. 
Brown will star in and direct the. 
program which Stokey and Ebert | 
are producing. “Ribbing.” which 
‘airs for the first time Thursday 
| (26), is a. quiz program. Mike 
|Stokey is still handling his “Pan-| 
‘tomine Quiz Time” over Para- 
-mount’s KTLA once weekly. Pro- 
' gram is now on sustaining as Gen- 
/eral Electric, sponsors, didn’t re-. 
jnew contract which ran out three 
‘weeks ago. 


i 


| 
| 
Fort Worth—Robert Gould has| 
joined the staff of WBAP-TV as. 
| chief producer. He comes here) 
from WRGB, Schenectac’ ‘vhere | 
‘he has been since 1939. 





|WNAC-TV on channel 7 beaming 


to coincide with formation of the 
regional committees is being 


was named chairman of NAB’s tele 
advisory committee, appointed 
planned. Aug. 6 by NAB prez Justin Miller 
,to probe into TV, Bannister is also 
to serve as chairman of NAB’s 
three-man liaison committee, suc- 


TELEV ISION FUND SETS ceeding Walter Damm of WTMJ- 
STOCK LIST WITH SEC 7 (Milwaukee). Other members 

of the NAB liaison group, which 

Chicago, Aug. 24. _ will se with the TBA age TS 
Television Fund, Inc., first open- — air McCoullough, GAL 
end investment company to spe- (Lancaster, Pa.), and NAB exec 


cialize in radio, tele and elec- veepee A. D. Willard, Jr. 
tronics securities, has completed 


conten stock cit ane Sears, PCC Makes Birthpangs 
Easier for L.A.’s KFI-TV 


and Exchange Commission. Firm | 
was incorporated in Delaware last | 
Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
FCC, which minimizes telecast- 


May. 
Officers are Chester D. Tripp, . ’ 
ing time for new stations, has re- 
lented on its rules in the case of 


prez; William P. Pope, veepee; 

Russell H. Matthias, sec.-treas., '©™ 

and Vernon A. Forsberg, asst. sec.- ‘die KFI-TV. FCC is allowing sta- 
tion to start experimental commer- 

cial video operations on a six hour 


treas. Directors include Charles 
in addition to Pope, Tripp and “eekly schedule. 








D. James and Herbert H. Taylor, 


Matthias. ; a has eased its ruling 

sical : p . ‘for the first time during the period 
Principal underwriter is Televi- > “ 

sion Shares Management Co., cerca cor, (hen RPETY ‘hows, 


through Oct. 6, because of a short 
Staff and one completely new to 
the TV medium. 

KFi will telecast on Wednesday, 
Friday and Sunday, staying on two 
hours per day. When station com- 
;mences its 12 hour operation Oct. 
7, there will be a formal opening. 


headed by Robert D. Michels, with 
Paul A Just as exec veepee. 





Hub’s 1st Football TV 


Boston, Aug. 24. 
First football game telecast out 
of Hub was given this week with. 





C. G. Alexander, business man- 
game between the N. Y. Yankees 48¢r of the WNBT (NBC, N. Y.) 
and Brooklyn Dodgers. | enti department, is resigning 

Lester Smith, Hub sportscaster, | monty pt. 10, Replacement 
handled the assignment for the | an pe agt 3 A aEEee, e's 
first All America Conference | edna rec ns gaen 


11 of his 13 Ss wi 
team game in the city. thas no definite tins phoma, pias 
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iWOR, N.Y. INTO 





WNBT Hikes Rates 33 1/ 3%, as Against 
Concurrent N.Y. Set Increase of 679, 


First indication that television¢ 
time rates won't attempt to keep | 
up with the steady increase in set | 
circulation was furnished this week | 
by a new rate card instituted by | 
WNBT, NBC’s flagship video sta- | 
tion in N. Y. While the number of | 
TV sets in Greater N. Y. will have | 
increased an estimated 67% by} 
Oct. 1 (date the new rates take ef- | 
fect) over April 1, when the cur- | 
rent rate was set, the new base | 
hourly evening rate is $1,000, an | 
increase of only 33'3°% over the | 
current rate of $750. | 

New increase is included in pro- | 
gram time charges, formerly re- | 
ferred to by WNBT as its trans- | 
mitter charge. Studio facilities | 
charge remains the same, at $1,000 
per hour. Where a one-hour show | 
done live in the studio presently | 
costs $1,750 per hour, consequent- | 
ly, the new rate will be $2,000 per | 
hour. Rate includes the current | 
grant of five hours of free camera | 
rehearsal time for each hour of | 
studio time purchased. Discounts, | 
ranging from 712% on a _ show! 
aired 26-38 times, to 20% for 208 | 
times or more, are also included. 


9 * 
New rate card, complete to the 
last detail, is believed to be the Ford S Fall Dip 
first ‘ ‘“‘full- disclosure” card re- 
Into TY Via 3 





Cantor’s TV Plans 


In line with the new trend 
towards films for television, 
Eddie Cantor revealed plans in 
N. Y. over the weekend to tee 
off his own telefilm production 
in the near future. According 
to Cantor, benefits to come- 
dians in using film are many, 
including the advantages of be- 
ing better able to time gags, as 
well as the possibility of edit- 
ing, intersplicing, ete. He said 
his productions may be bank- 
rolled by Pabst Brewing, his 
radio sponsor, to plug Hoffman 
Beverages. 

Jack Benny, meanwhile, is 
also reported thinking of going 
into telefilm production for the 
same reasons as Cantor, when 
he returns from Europe next 
Monday (30). Benny still has 
two more years under his AM 
contract with American Tobac- 
co but is definitely thinking of 
ways to e:ter the tele picture. 








leased by any station. Drawn up 
by James V: McConnell, NBC na- 
tional spot sales director and 
WNBT sales chief, it includes info 
on program production and serv- 
ices, personnel and equipment 


oy 


offered for live and film studio pro- 





ductions, contract requirements 
and discounts, as well as time : hab i 
rates, live and film studio usage| Ford is dipping into television 
rates and announcement charges. | this fall with three experimental, 
McConnell hopes the inclusion | hour-long versions of the “Ford 
of all these details will help the | Theatre.” Network, day, time, etc., 
station sell time on its own merits |are yet to be decided. Initialer 
by. making things as easy as pos-| Will be done in October, with sec- 
sible for agency time-buyers and | ond presentation to follow in No- 
sponsors. If successful, the card is | vember and the third in December. 


expected to set a pattern for the | Presentations also are being blue- | 


| printed for 1949. 


entire industry. 
| Outstanding Broadway plays of 





} 


Theatre’ Shows 


recent years will be utilized, ac- 


lcording to Kenyon & Eckhardt, 
har e 'Ford’s agency. The TV “Theatre” 
| will definitely be neither a simul- 


| taneous airing of the CBS AM pro- 


IATSE Confab 


gram nor a reprise of any of the 
radio stanzas. Different directors, 
writers and cast will be employed 


for the video version. (AM show 


Cleveland, Aug. 24. 

Presence of the 39th biennial 
convention of the International 
Alliance of Theatrical Stage Em- 
ployees in this city last week 
threw a hitch into plans by WEWS, 
Scripps-Howard tele station, for 
airing the finale of the “Miss Ohio” 
beauty contest from the Music | 
Hall. 

Scheduled for more than two} 
nonths, the telecast was to start | 
at 6:30 last Thursday night.~ At | 
6:10, according to the station’s ex- | 
ecs, WEWS was advised by Wil- 
ham Finegan, prez of the Cleve- 
land Federation of Labor, and 
John D. Fitzgerald, head of Local | 
27, Cleyeland stage employees, 
that the Music Hall stagehands re- 
fused to work because no WEWS 
staffer “carries a card.” 

Finegan, according to J. Harri- | 
son Hartley, WEWS news director, 
told Hartiey: “I can’t let this go 
on with this convention in prog- 
ress.” (Referring to the LATSE 
confab.) 

The telecast was cancelled and 
the contest’ finale was started. 

EWS newsreel cameramen tried 
to film the proceedings, but had 
te stop that too. Finegan threat- 


ened to “pull the lights” if they 
didn’t. 


Parker Seeking US. TV 
e ee + | 
Rights for British Pix 
London, Aug. 24. 
Al Parker, theatrical talent rep 
Whose clients include James 
ason, is negotiating for U. S. 
television rights to feature films of 
independent British producers. He | 
bes to offer most of these pix to | 
American TV stations at bargain | 
rates. 2 
List of availabilities is expected | 


to include some films Mason has | 
made for indies. \ 











returns to the air Oct. 8.) 

Bob Wolfe, head of K&E’s Hol- 
lywood office, arrived in New York 
yesterday (Tues.) for huddles on 
the project, inasmuch as the TV 
programs will feature some Holly- 
wood stars. 

Wellknown legit and film direc- 
tors will be assigned to the show. 

Ford has been one of the early 


big spenders in TV sports cover- | 
age, but this is the auto outfit’s | 


first plunge into bankrolling of 
drama on video. 


DUMONT’S NEW METHOD 
USED IN ‘COURT’ CASE 


DuMont television, demonstrat- 
ing again the advantages to be 
found in its teletranscription meth- 
od, used the system this week for 
a delayed broadcast of its “Court 
of Current Issues” show to avoid 
conflict with a night baseball game. 

Last Monday's (23) session of 





SYNDICATED TV 


ILM BUSINES 








‘Chi Network Tele May Make Its Bow 


PIX TO BE SHOT At Same Time as Prem of WENR-TV 


WOR, N. Y., which has television 
stations building in New York and 


Washington, and already operates | 
an artists’ bureau and recording | 
studios as sidelines, is going into | 


the film business, too. The Mutual 


| key station will begin shooting at | 


| 20th-Fox studios in Manhattan to- 
|morrow ‘Thurs.) on the first of a 


| 30-minute TV film series featur- | 


ing Samuel R. Zack’s “Labor Ar- 
bitration” radio show. Additional 
picture series are blueprinted for 
| 1949 production. Film production 
unit is the first to be set up by a 
radio station. 

While the films will be shot es- 
pecially tor television and will be 


N. Y. and Washington, the pictures 
will be packaged by WOR also for 
non-theatrical uses, including over- 
the-counter sale as 16m two-reel- 
|ers. Non-theatrical rights have al- 
| ready been sold, although to whom 
lisn’t disclosed. 


Active supervision of the whole 


| WOR film project is under Norman 
| Livingston, station program exec, 
| who owned and operated an indie 
| outfit, Associated Film Producers, 


| turning out industrial and. theatri- | 
ical pix in N. Y., before he went | 


into radio. (WOR prexy Theodore 
_C. Streibert also has had film ex- 
' perience, having been with RKO.) 


At what rate WOR will produce 
films hasn’t been determined, but 
it will have facilities, under pres- 
/ent arrangements, for packaging 
'up to 104 half-hour pictures per 
|year. “Livingston expects to have 
|a print of the initialer within 10 
| days and to begin distribution next 
|month of screening prints of two 
| ‘Labor Arbitration” sequences to 
TV stations throughout the coun- 
| try. 


Radio Outlets, Too 
| As an additional facet of the 
_ project, some of the series—includ- 
| ing the arbitration sessions—which 
are satisfactory for listening with- 
out viewing, will be plattered from 
the sound track by WOR Record- 
ing and made available to radio 
stations. 

No moie than 26 sequences per 
year will be made on any one-sub- 
| ject, belief’ being that most of the 


(Continued on page 34) 


Name Larry Puck 
ABC Talent Buyer 


Larry Puck, executive producer 
of the American Broadcasting 
/Company’s television programs, has 
| just been made the official buyer 
of all ABC-TV talent. His veteran 
vaudeville background makes him 
a natural for the post. 

Incidentally, Puck is of the 
opinion that good video directors 
/won't develop for another two 
years. It just takes a let of experi- 
ence and a natural aptitude to 
know the high spots of acts, where 
to take the applause at the peak, 
etc. It was demonstrated to him 
at ABC’s lavish vaudeo inaugural 
‘program of Palace-type headliners, 
and the trade, of course, saw how 











syndicated to TV stations outside | 





Exceptional Case 

There’s one current labor 
dispute which WOR-TV’s 
(N. Y.) telefilm series of Sam- 
uel Zach’s “Labor Arbitration” 
program won't tackle. 

The ABC-IATSE jurisdiction- 
al case — slated for hearing 
today (Wed.) in N. Y. federal 
court—is, as one WOR ite put 
it, “just a little too close to 
home.” 


Sports Scramble 
Pointed Up By 
Tennis Deal 


Pointing up the mad scramble 
| for television rights to major sports | 
|'events in the N. Y. area, DuMont 
|last week grabbed off the Forest | 
|Hills national tennis champion- 
ships from under the nose of NBC, | 
‘which has televised the matches | 
for the last several years. DuMont | 
lis currently seouting for a sponsor | 
for the tourney, which runs from | 
Sept. 10-19. 











Chicago, Aug. 24. 
As a stunt for the teeoi of 


WENR-TV Sept. 17 there’s an out- 


side chance that ABC might make 
first use of the Buffalo, Cleveland, 
Toledo and Chicago co-ax line 
now nearing completion. If so, it 
would mark the bow of network 
tele in these parts and put ABC 
in prime position for wrapping up 
groundficor deals. 

Co-ax line originally was set 
for October completion but tele- 
phone engineers have managed to 
advance the date’'to Sept. 20. Some 
ABC tele experts believe that it’s 
not impossible to clip off an addi- 
tional three days so that the debut 
of network co-ax and WENR-TV 
would be simultaneous. 

Engineers, however, are inclined 
to think that Sept. 20 is a firm 
date that can’t be bettered. 

Regardless of whether co-ax is 
available by Sept. 17, ABC is ne- 
gotiating pacts to supply shows to 
any or all stations on the line. The 
stations are WBEN-TV,; Buffalo; 
WEWS, Cleveland; WSPD-TV, 
Toledo; WT'MJ-TV, Milwaukee; and 
KSD-TV, St. Louis. WBEN-TV, 
WSPD-TV and WTMJ-TV are NBC 
affiliates. 

NBC’s midwest tele net tees off 
Sept. 20 with six stations linked via 
co-ax and microwave relay. Sta- 
tions are WBEN-TV; WNBK, 
Cleveland; WSPD-TV; WTMJ-TV; 
WW4J-TV, Detroit, and KSD-TV. 


NBC-TV, meanwhile, has signed| programming at outset will total 


to pick up the Davis Cup tourney ' minimum of 12 hours weekly, with 
from Forest Hills Sept. 4, thereby | st. Louis and Detroit. as main orig- 
repeating its last year’s stint. Web| jnation points. WNBQ, NBC’s Chi 
is looking for a sponsor for the one-| station set for late Decumber de- 
|day event, same as DuMont. but, will become flagship of mid- 
With only CBS, DuMont and) west network. Points linked by 
NBC stations operating in N. Y.| relay are Milwaukee and Chicago, 
last year, the sports picture was a/| Detroit and Toledo. Others are 
fairly cut-and-dried affair, since | co-ax spliced. Joining of NBC 
there were plenty of major events midwest and eastern nets skedded 
;to go around and keep everybody | for Jan. 1. 
happy. Three more stations have; WENR-TV will telecast 29 hours 
{taken the air during the last six! weekly, with 32 live programs ac- 
months, including WATV (Bremer | counting for more than 50% of all 





Newark), WPIX 


Broadcasting, 
(N.Y. Daily News) and WJZ-TV 
(ABC). As a result, bidding on 
TV rights to sports affairs is get- 
ting rapidly hotter, with the new- 
comers already making a strong 
showing against their older com- 
petitors. 


For the tennis tournament, Du- | 


program fare. Opening night show 
will run 245 minutes, including 
two 15-minute films of “Candid 
Microphone” and “Bride and 
Groom,” which are currently on 
the net's AM _ sked?’ Hour-long 
variety show may be emceed by 
Danny Thomas. 

Deal to lease the Civic Opera 





Mont is offering a package includ- | theatre tor ABC tele and radio 
ing exclusive TV rights, remote|shows was inked last week. , Net 
pickup from Forest Hills, full| wp to this time has rented studio 
simultaneous network rights, as| space from NBC the Mer- 
well as rights to teletranscribe any | chandise Mart. 

or all matches for syndication to 
other stations throughout 


the | 
country. This year’s tourney is| 
'being held in conjunction with! ccoun 
| Forest Hills’ West Side Tennis | 
Claimed by WPTZ 


|Club’s 25th anni, so that special | 
pageantry is being planned to lend | 
color to the affair. | 
Philadelphia, Aug. 24. 
With the announcement of the 
_installation of a new $87,000 trans- 








HEADS L.A. KTTV SETUP) ites, Wertz, "NBe-1V" outer, 
laid claim to the largest number 

Hollywood, Aug. 24. _— of television accounts in the U.S. 

Norman Chandler, prexy of Los| WPTZ leads the field in Phil- 
Angeles Times, has been elected adelphia with a total of,55 com- 
president of KTTV, Inc., CBS-; mercial accounts. Although there 
Times-Mirror Co. television sta- | are fewer receivers in Philly than 
tion. Corporation members, at! in New York, the three local sta- 
organization meeting, also elected tions have more commercial ac- 


D. W. Thornburgh, exec. veepee; | ts th 
Harry Bowers, treasurer and Ned | Sambatten’” the four outlets in 


Marr, secretary. 


“Court,” which delved into the the cameras frequently missed the 
problem of radio giveaway shows, | action where it was at its best and 
was aired by all stations on the | segued into other angles, away 
'DuMont web except WABD | from the most effective happen- 
(N. Y.), which carried the Yankee- | ings. . 

White Sox game from Yankee sta-| On the subject of the Palace, 
dium, N. Y. “Court” was done live | Puck was o.0.ing the old RKO 
in the WABD studios and tran-| vaudeville books with Arthur Willi, 
‘scribed on film for presentation | now RKO Pictures’ talent scout in 
inext Sunday (29) night from 8 the east, and saw some amazing 





Board of directors will consists | 
of Phillip Chandler, Harrison | 
Chandler, Norman Chandler and | 
Omar Johnson, representing the | 
Times-Mirror, and Frank Stanton, | 
Thornburgh: and Marr repping 
CBS. 





Of the 16 commercial network 
programs televised in this city; 12 
are seen on WPTZ. The new 
transmitter, which will be in- 
stalled in September, promises im- 
proved quality and better cover- 
age for the station. 

For direct sales results, televi- 
sion is rated tops here. Davis 
Buick, which co-sponsors the A’s 


to 9. 


New TV Info Setup 


George F. Dempsey heads a new 





American Television Guild setup | 


in N. Y. “to promote the under- 
standing and appreciation” of TV 
and to act as a clearing house for 
info and personnel for video. 

Others in the setup include Hugh 
Robertson as veepee, Katherine 
Rosser as secretary and Harold 
Singer as treasurer. 


isalaries such as Jack Benny at 
'$275; Burns & Allen, $350; Bill 
| Robinson, $275; Adler, Weil & Her- 
‘man (later the Yacht Club Boys), 
‘$750, etc. Puck didn’t want to note 


much as a refresher of some of the 
standards who played the Palace. 
Big time bills, in those days, 
averaged $8,000-$10,000. Willi 
‘pointed out that when the RKO 
Albee, Brooklyn, debuted with a 
super-vaudeshow the talent nut 
, was only $11,000. 


ewe € 


their old vaudeville salaries as) 


end Phillies games over WPTZ, 


Carmen P lans 3-Tongue credits more than 600 


Telepix in Brazil counts to the telecasts. 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. © 
Carmen Miranda is planning a, DuMont Tower to Top DC 
series of tri-lingual telepix when | Washington, Aug. 24. 
she goes to Brazil late this year. | DuMont’s local tele outlet, 
Her husband, Dave Sebastian, just WTTG, will construct the highest 
completed a survey of South tele tower in the metropolitan 
America which, he says, discloses Washington area. 
video beginning to take hold there.| Construction at a new site in 
| Films will be in Spanish, Eng- Arlington county, Va., will com- 
‘lish and Portuguese. mence within the next six weeks. 
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32 TELEVISION REVIEWS VARIETY 
CRITIC-AT-LARGE YOU'RE INVITED KIERNAN’S CORNER QUIZZING THE NEWS PEOPLE’S PLATFORM 
wn: Brock | Starri t: guests,| With Walter Kiernan With Allan Prescott, Ray Josephs, | With Dwight Cooke, moderater 
With John Mason Bre em Be ver lg om Producer-Director: Marshall Diskin; Arthur Q. Bryan, Albee Treider, | Director: Frank Schaffner 


Pemberton, Richard Maney, Mare 
Connelly, Russell Maloney; Wal- 
ter pects -pe eave 
oducer: Ra arren 
4 Mins., Wed., 7:45 p.m. 
Sustaining N. ¥. 


-TV, from : 
gs oy Mason Brown’s_ informal | 


‘ing-room discussion of the arts 
ST iene books, theatre, radio 
and newspaper—is a good show. | 
It’s appeal may be a bit limited, | 
bv its very nature and type of 
guests, to the intelligentsia or 
literati, but within its scope it's 
good tele. Premiere show Wed- 
nesday (18), which discussed drama 
criticism, was animated, contro- 
versial, witty and entertaining. it 
will find its audience and amuse 


them. 
Show had its faults. There was | 
a fuzzy quality on the screen, and 
occasional inaudibility from the 
participants. Brown, who makes a 
witty, literate emcee, talks too fast 
in the stress of getting his ideas | 
into phrases, and also talked too 
much, not giving his guests enough 
time for comment on their own. 
Vednesday’s show was enter- 
dalek. because while it discussed | 
the general subject of criticism in 
the theatre (which was interest-| 
ing enough), it slipped happily out | 
of hand frequently into personali- | 
ties, with the guests laying about | 
with a will at those most sacred of 
cows. the N. Y. drama_ critics. | 
Frankest was pressagent Richard 
Maney, who found present-day 
drama reviewing in N. Y. _news- 
papers at “an all-time low,” con- 
sidering the oldtime crowd of 
Percy Hammond, John Anderson 
and Gilbert Gabriel (and including 
George Jean Nathan) as “‘giants 
compared to the “present midget 
crowd.” Maney was a little incon- 
sistent, at another time not blam- 
ing critics for the low estate of 
dramatic criticism, 1 
dicting the publishers and editors, 
who “have only a mild scorn for 
the theatre.” we fe 
Producer Brock Pem on sai 
that 10 years ago he’d be hot and 
bothered about critics; 
doesn't care. “I take critics or 
leave them now,” he said. “I may 





never produce again—plays being | 
so hard to find now—so I can) 


speak freely.” Pemberton felt that 
aaa of Broadway's critics didn’t 
know their own emotions or feel- 
ings; thought the judgment of the 
N. Y. Times’ Brooks Atkinson 
“terrible,” and singled out Keicey 
Alien ‘Women’s Wear) for praise 


for bringing some life and wit to) 


reviewing. 
Playwright - journalist Russell 
Maloney thought the New Yorker's | 


Wolcott Gibbs was in love with | 
criticism. not with the theatre. In 
referring to his recent, short-lived 


musical “Sleepy Hollow,” ‘ 
loney spoke of “ le I don't 
consider my _ inte equals 


rapping my show.” 

Playwright Mare Connelly kept 
out of personalities in large part to 
discuss criticism in general, but 
did take time to say he thought 
that Atkinson, Gibbs, Time’s Louis 
Kronenberger, Post’s Richard 
Watts, Jr. and Brown (Saturday 
Review of Literature) were good 
critics. 

Informai living room atmosphere 
helped the mood and s , and 
Brown kept the conversational ball 
rolling, in spite of occasional 


|the major punchlines) and closes 


| lin’s 
'dusky Norma Shephard, who piano- | 


/is from some other Warner Bros. 


Norma Shephard, Myrna Gallo, 
Turner Twins, Stanley Burrs, 
Gaiento & Leonardo 
Producer-director: Ralph Warren 
30 Mins.; Mon., 9-9:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
ABC-TV, from N. Y. 

Romo Vincent, the rotund comic, 
paces a fair half-hour vaudeo in an 
attempted informal setting, that of 
a house party. At best it’s an awk- | 
ward format, and when not deftly 
staged it’s inclined to be stiff if for 
no other reason than that the per- 
ipatetic emcee, in contrast to 
the  sitting-around-and-waiting-to- 
get-on “guests” (talent) suffer by 
comparison. 

Vincent opens rehearsing “Some- 
times I'm Happy” (fluffing one of 


30 Mins.; Mon., 8 p.m. 

Sustaining 

ABC-TV, from N. Y. 
Walter Kiernan, one of the more | 


| 
' 


capable adlibbers in radio and tele, | 
preemed his latest solo stint in an 
atmosphere that would have been. 


envied by N. Y. Post columnist Earl | 
Wilson. Selection of the site of his 
initial telecast on his Monday night 
series was, of all places, a femme 
reducing saion. It might not have 
been the ideal selection for home 
consumption, but it must have been 
great in the bars and grills. 

There was sufficient humor in the 
camera work, and Kiernan, for a 
time, did a fine job of interviewing 
the femmes while all kinds of me- 
chanical gadgets rolled off pounds 
and inches. 

However, it’s the kind of show | 
that would have been terrific for a 
15-minute stanza. It seems that ad- 
libbing for a half hour is too much | 
to demand of anyone. After a| 
while, Kiernan found himself ask- | 
ing the same questions of the s.me | 
people and getting answers pre- 
viously heard. Because of the com- | 

aratively small number of people | 








| 


with his standard cabbie song. 
In between he ad libs something 
about an excerpt from Irving Ber- | 
“Easter Parade,” and _ the 


logs throughout, says, “Yes, you) 
mean ‘Put It In the Box’” (which 


filmusical). Then come Myrna 
Galle with a semipro ballet routine 
to a Chopin Waltz; the Turner | 
Twins, from No. 1 Fifth Avenue ! 
cafe, whom the camera angle make | In the room, Kiernan was forced to 
appear chubby, not helped by mis- | make repeat visits to each stall. 
fit costuming, such as that choker | Show suffered because of its run- 
with their high-necked jackets, ning time. 

but they struggled through a fair- Some interesting camera angles 
ish routine. Stanley Burns next. were unavoidable. There were’ 
working with ohe, then two dum- several Helen Heokinson types in| 


| 


but rather in-| 


now he, 


j|mies in an okay ventriloquial rou- 
| tine, but the video lens is such as 
| to defeat any attempt at inert lip- 
' movements. It was-especially no- 
i ticeable with the personable Burns 
|Galento & Leonardo, hailed as 
from the Shoreham,- Washington, 
| manage a mild’ ballroom routine 


|} who, otherwise, does a neat stint. | 


lof little distinction to “Moonlight | 


| Sonata,” working in the parlor set, 


|parlor entertainment, although 


and qualifying just about that— | 


the shrinking salon which could! 
have been photographed with bru- | 
tal effect. Fortunately, the cam-| 
eraman was as gentle as possible in | 


| 


these circumstances. 


Kiernan got in a few good adlibs, | 
but he wisely let the inherent hu-| 


|mor of the situation speak for it- | 
| self. Cutting this layout to a 15-| 


minute session would, with ali re- | 


| Spect to Kiernan, constitute quite | 


| they've been around in the hotel | 


| circuits, ete. 


The staging and production is) p 
ging P |electronic form of entertainment | 


along the lines of a house party au- 
| dition for a new Broadway show 


it’s all very Fanchon & Marco. 
Which brings up the talent cost 
problem again. As intra-trade 
knowledge it must be offered at 
this point that this 30-minute pack- 
age costs ABC around $1,000 in- 
cluding band ‘heard but unseen), 
etc. Acts figure around $65-$85 for 
singles, and doubles are $110-$150. 
The emcee gets more. These are 
arbitrary figures, until a standard 





Vincent plans, and as he kudoses | 


each it convinces nobody. At best, | : . 
- . to this particular program is also 


‘always demand and command its 


| matural evolution. 


Jose. | 


| 


an improvement. 





who knows, perhaps greater lat- 
itudes. That’s the magic of the 


ever since talkers and _ radio. 
reached full effulgence. That this 
doesn’t apply, save in one instance, 


beside the point at the moment. 
But it is apparent that quality ‘will 





just price. As this new video | 
medium develops, this will be a| 
Vineent, for example, who looks | 


Producer: Leon Levine 
30 Mins.; Tues., 9:35 p.m. 
Sustaining 
CBS, from New York 
“People’s Platform,” which is al- 
Sustaining jternating every other Tuesday 
ABC-TV, from N. Y. ‘night with “Presidential Straws in 
Video’s adlib quiz sessions are|the Wind,” has developed a power- 
still to find a group of sight-and-| ful television format, making it far 
sound wise personalities, similar to | superior to its CBS counterpart on 
the permanent cast that made!the radio channel. The producers 
“Info Please” the first quiz show in | of this show are pioneering for all 
radio for many years. Admittedly future forum shows on_ video. 
it’s a difficult task, and until a They're aware that something has 
panel of that calibre is obtained, to be added to the usual flow of 


Milton Caniff, Mary Hunter 
Producer: Bob Brenner 
Director: Bob Doyle 
Writer: Milt Subotsky 
30 Mins.; Mon., 7:30 p.m. 





many. off-the-cuff sessions are palaver to hold the viewing audi- 
likely to be slow affairs. lence. 

“Quizzing the News’ is of the The fundamental improvement 
type that demands a _ sprightly on this program is its use of news- 
panel consisting of trigger-mind reel clips to add dramatic point to 
personalities and an emcee who/the problems under consideration. 


Integration of the live and celluloid 
or so. Unfortunately, this collec- | portions into a compact unit per- 
tion of notables didn’t measure up| mits a flexibility and range which 
to video’s demands. There were would be impossible to achieve 
several holes that needed to be with straight studio techniques. On 
filled with some bright conversa-|the kickoff show Tuesday (17), with 
tion. However, the major fault was|the House un-American Activities 
the selection of questions that fre-| Committee being spotlighted in the 
quently made dummies out of the | discussion, the insertion of news- 
quizzees. ; . |reel shots from the Washington 

Show’s modus operandi has quiz- | hearings was a striking bit of show- 


can fill natural lags with a bon mot 


master Allan Prescott asking a/manship. 
question with cartoonist Albee; The verbal encounter between 
Treider drawing hints. Ii the first| Rep. Emanuel Celler and Henry D. 


hint is ineffective, another cartoon 
is drawn. Three is the limit, by 
which time the candidates should 
be in scoring position. 

There was one particular ques- 
tion which couldn’t be answered 


Dorfman, his Republican opponent, 
was amusing, if not instructive. 
|Rep. Celler, who bitterly critized 
|the House committee for its alleged 
whipping up of hysteria, made 
;some sharp comments but had a 


due to faulty geographical place- 
ment of a country. There's also a 
listener incentive of having view- 
ers send in a photograph with the 
face dressed up to make identifica- 
tion difficult. 


Person sending in | 
picture selected gets an automatic | 


tendency to mugg in front of the 
camera. Dorfman didn’t mugg but 
he was badly confused in his think- 
jing. Dwight Cooke made a com- 
petent moderator who let the de- 
baters wrangle between rather 
wide limits. Cooke’s attempt, how- 


washer. : . lever, to sum up the discussion with 
Prescott does a fairly good job of |a couple of catchwords on a black- 


keeping the show going but not! 
well enough to put it in the hit 
class. On show caught, Prescott 
amazed by scratching various parts | 
of his body while reading .a script. 
In radio these things didn’t matter, 
but it’s not Emily Post on video. | 

Jose. | 


AT OUR HOUSE 
With Jim and Edie Dexter 
Producer: Don Faust 
Director: Dick Rider 
Writer: Sue Ray 

15 Mins.; Tues., 9 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WBKB, Chicago 


Household humor of standard | 


board was grade school stuff inap- 
propriate for an adult public af- 
fairs program. Herm. 


MAJOR EVENTS 

With Jerry Deyle, Harry Robert 
Producer: Bill Sears 

15 mins., Mon., 7:45 p.m. . 


| Major Oil Co. 


WCAU-TV, from Philadelphia 
(Shaw & Schreiber) 


Topical value of the cartoonist’s 


art has always been a newspaper 
| asset. 
effective the same medium is on 


It's problematical just how 


television. 
Jerry Doyle, whose pen and pen- 


like Alfred Hitchcock but is as) brand is the substance of this one, | Ci! skill was so integral a part of 


lithe as a lightweight boxer, is an | 


showeased on WBKB by Television | 


assured performer. He knows how | Advertising P oductions. The frau 


the editorial policies of the late 
Philadelphia Record, has. turned 


i should be 


is set, and for value offered there to use his hands. He has repose 
little argument from and poise. He works to the audi- 
both sides of the iconoscope. It’s ence like he works in a saloon— 


apparent that many a small act isthe lens is his customers, and the | 


is pert and impractical, if not! iS considerable graphic talents to 
featherbrained. Her husband is Video, in “Major Events.” With 


vaguely harassed and expository. | Doyle in the 15-minute illustrated 
Their grade-school son, Junior, "WS Stint is Harry Robert, former 


Ma-. 


offered emergence into a fuller studio the other three walls of a’ owing te budget restrictions, has | 


light via this new medium and, nitery. 


Abel. — yet to materialize on the screen, 





three days. 
Illinois and Indiana. 





Mutual-Don Lee television, KTSL, Hollywood, was forced to cancel 
plans for televising Ringling Bros., Barnum & Bailey Circus Sept. 4, 
when list of studio performers slated to appear became ponderous. 
Performers under contract with studios, for the most part, are pro- 


lapses. 


Bron. 


Inside Television 

Capt. Bill Eddy, director of WBKB, Chicago, is reported to have 
developed a new microwave relay tower that can be installed within 
WBKB currently is extending its relay system in northern 
Capt. Eddy, inventor of many radio and tele 


improvements, is an owner of Television Associates, which manufac- 
tures video equipment at Michigan City, Ind. ‘. 


' existing meanwhile via script al- 
_lusions. They're all working out. 
familiar situations on the apparent | 
| premise that what has caught on 
° _with radio listeners will catch on 
with tele viewers. 
Show sighted (17) had to do with’ 

a mimeographed newspaper that 


| was passing out to neighbors. Pay- 
off came when it was learned that 
he had spiced up his sheet by pub- 
lishing some of Pop's old love’ 
letters to Mom. In between Mom 
poured Scotch on the mimeo- 
graph machine when Pop asked 
her to put alcohol on it, and per- 


sportswriter for the Record and 
also an illustrator of some ability. 

The men go in for editorializing 
with their choice of cartoon ma- 
terial. Robert does most of the 
spiel and Doyle wields the char- 
coal. On program caught, the sub- 


| jects picked wére the Dixiecrats, 


in which Doyle cleverly converted 
a bellows into a Southern rabble- 


invisible Junior, the boy editor, TOuser with a_ couple of deft 


touches; a price-control study, 
which showed how Congress was 
giving it to us by the simple 
process of turning the cartoon up- 
side-down, and a picture of Uncle 
Joe and Uncle Sam, with the rats 
(Commies) finally finding “the 
right uncle.” 





STORY LADY 
With Mrs. Elizabeth Doubleday, 
Berenice Ledford 
Preducer-Director: Bob Wahl 
i0 Mins., Sat., 7:20 p.m. | 
Sustaining 4 | 
WFIL-TV, Philadelphia 
Curtis Pu Co., which has 
been flirting with television in an_ 
experimental way, is behind “The. 
Story Lady,” a 10-minute program 
Slanted for Philadelphia moppets, | 
which WFIL-TY airs Saturday eve- | 
nings at 7:20. gee 
Elizabeth Doubleday, in the title 
role, sings for children, interviews — 
a couple of young guests and then 
narrates a bestseller juve yarn) 


i 
} 


held auditors in the four to eight 


years 
far, have been ar- 
fenaing froma 
rom . 
to the junior high 
Ledford’s illustra- 
ype 





) are big help 
the 





the easiest and smoothest tune of any of the boys now being screened, 


hibited from appearing on TV. KTSL had planned to shoot around | 
them but realized the impossibility of doing so when list started grow- 
ing. Circus is a one-night benefit affair for the purpose of adding a 
wing to the Si. John’s Hospital. 





Sight and Sound: The “closeup” mania of tele’s technicians is re- 
sponsible for the poor job being done on dancers, especially the girls 
doing ballet or tap.. Pictured from the waist up or down the camera 
gives both the dancer and the viewer the worst of it. Heavily muscled | 
legs are not pretty. The girl tapsters better leara to keep away from 
short skirts or, perhaps, adopt opera-iength hose to slim down the legs. | 
But the camera can accomplish the most by screening the ful! figure 
....1f that was Jack Lescoulie’s video debut the other night (WJZ) he. 
didn't do himself any favor by making his first entrance chewing gum. 
Another example for performers of what not to do on tele... WPIX’s 
wrestling narrator and phrases like “that’s what I call raw courage” 
is edging him into the “gee whiz” class of announcers... Bill Harring- 
ton probably won't linger on WJZ's “3 About Town” show very long. 
The boy has appearance, sings too geod a song and plays a nice piano 
and accordion. He looks like musical comedy material. He also sings 
and it’s a pleasure. i 

Maggi McNellis femceeing the Crystal Room, ABC's Sunday night 
vaudeo, was relaxed enough, but the device of table-hopping was con- 
trived. Hour show would have played better in 30 minutes. Willie 
Shore did his entire routine OK, but it was a case of overdoing a good 
thing. Fifi D’Orsay’s “Oh Johnny” version, with its s.a. overtones, evi- | 
dences the great need for self-regulation by acts going from the niteries 
to the ike. Earl WrightSon sang his ballads well. WNEW’'s all-night 


Mrs. disk jock Art Ford screens well but that hyper-affected gai in the 


camera proximity, when the lens picked them up, was emoting all over 
the place. The Crystal Room, incidentally, is being extended ad lib 
until World Video Theatre ‘dramatic show) is ready. | 

its evident that many of the nitery acts have an awareness of the 
new medium’s more conservative standards. If it’s a case of bumps, | 
the gals don’t do the grind or torso-tossing as strenuously when before | 
the video medium. Other al fresco habits, long deemed standard on | 
the rostrum or floors,, must be moderated for telecasting. By the 
same token, the congenital mike singers find themselves a bit ata loss | 
in the new medium, i.e., when deprived of the clinging-vine mike | 


: Gagh.” (stance, since they work via overhead or footlight amplifiers. i 


'a window with a rising blind for 


era range and then joins Mom i 


Doyle has great facility at con- 
veying an important idea visually. 
But the impact, which is so vital 
a factor in a newspaper cartoon 
was missing as one saw the thing 
the intro and a downed blind for | 4¢velop before one’s eyes and sus- 
the close. Pop, who has five pected its final message long be- 
o'clock shadow, prologs out of cam- fore the drawing was completed. 
n Robert's conversational byplay was 
the kitchen. Single set and two far behind inspired, and the pair 
characters make for low budget, failed to keep the dialog bounc- 
but situations built on non-existent 28. Which made for a number of 
Junior should be used sparingly.|4¢ad spots. A good script, which 
If he’s planted too strong, as in; COUld be studied beforehand, 


formed odd vocal exercises in prep- 
aration for her speech at a femme 
club. 

Show has neat bookends, using 


this one, his appearance becomes , WOuld do lots for this one. 


obligatory. Commercials are films showing 
As a gambit to circumvent steep 3 lot of happy locals, who achieved 
costs, “At Our House” has merit., that blissful and secure state by 
TAP currently is putting it on USing Major Oil. They were in- 
film for national sale. Baxt, teresting and very well-done. ; 
eee | agh. 


{ 





TELE-PUN 


| 
With Johnny Bradford, Ray Mich- come out of the local soil and serve 


ael; others 
Director: Vance Halleck 
Writer: Boyce de Gaw 


|to prove the old adage that ‘“‘every- 
one wants to get into the act.” 

Show's format is simple and fun 
30 Mins.; Sat., 8:30 p.m. making. Contestant is brought be- 
WNBW (NBC), Washington fore the court for “errant punsters” 

NBC and Boyce DeGaw, packager | and charged with punning in publie 
of Tele-Pun, have a TV natural in| places. He is defended by the At- 
this one. It takes full advantage of lorney for the Defense Ray Michael 
the visual and at the same time co- and acts out the pun he is charged 
ordinates everything that is sale- with commiting. These puns rep- 
able in the audio medium. It in- resent geographical designations, 
corporates a quiz show with con- | famous sayings or people, proverbs, 
tinuity, a mixture of amateur pres- titles, but they must be puns. 
entation, has audience participa-_ Show also has a viewer partici- 
tion, and pays it off with prizes. pation gimmick. The “Tele-Pun of 

Basically the show is a charade the Week” is acted out progres- 
quiz with props, but its freshness sively during the show, and at the 
stems from the fact that there is a windup the completed pun is of- 
show within a show when contest-| fered to the viewer for solution. 
ants from the audience act out | (Program is now on full NBC net- 
their visual puns. The contestants! work), , 
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WHDH is the Favorite Station of More Boston Listeners od 
than Network Station A!* ; 


WHDH is the Favorite Station of More Boston Listeners - 
than Network Station B!* : 


WHDH is the Favorite Station of More Boston Listeners 
than Network Station C, Network Station D, and all other :2 
stations combined!* “ae | 3 
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If you are placing your advertising dollars in Boston and New England, ‘the. 


favorite’ is available at the lowest cost per thousand (Compare rates in 
SRDS). 








“Special survey made by The Pulse, inc. 
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TV Due 


Down Under by Year's End; 


$1,600,000 to Go for Govt. Tests 


4 


Sydney, Aug. 17. 





—_ 


The Ben Chifley Labor Govern- 
ment is setting plans for the intro- 


duction of television in six key 
Aussie cities within the next six 
months. Okay sign has been given 
on a reported initial cost of $1,- 
600,000. 

L. B. Fanning, in charge of gov- 
ernmental postal services here, to- 
gether with other top govern- 
mental officials, recently com- 
pleted a looksee into video in U. S. 


It’s understood that the Austra- 
lian Broadcasting Commission, 
non-commercial radio operators, 
and under governmental control, 
will handle the video setup for the 
government here. Whether the ma- 
scheme of things at a later date 
remains to be seen. 

Insiders indicate that the govern- 
ment intends to keep video within 
its own control for a long span. 
Maybe the commercials will seek a 
way out of any monopoly that sets 
a bar to their video bid. Anyway, 
it’s learned that top commercial 


execs will huddle with govern- 
mental officials on the possibility 
before making any opposition 
plans. 


No official statement has been 
made in governmental circles re- 
garding the purchase of video | 
equipment, but understanding is | 
that equipment for the experi- | 
mental bid will be purchased in| 
the U. S. irrespective of the dollar | 
situation. 





‘Girls’ Snags Sponsor 


| Smith’s Musical Show 


| 


‘ e a) 

To Replace NBC ‘Artist 
Bob Smith, WNBC-AM star and 
emcee of the “Howdy Doody” pup- 
pet show on the NBC-TV web, 
| video show on NBC Sept. 2 from 
'9 to 9:30. Gulf Oil sponsors 


‘through th Young & Rubicam ad 


After 3 Yrs. as Sustainer | ye packaged by Martin Stone, 


Martha Rountree’s “Leave It to 
the Girls,” after a three-year sus- 
taining run on Mutual, has landed 
a limited-network sponsor in the 
Continental Pharmaceutical Co., 


makers of 4 reducing agent called 
Kyron. Meyerhoff agency in. Chi- 
cago set the deal. 

It isn’t certain, however, that the 
stanza,-now a Hollywood origina- 
tion, will have a N. Y. outlet. It’s 


slotted Fridays at 8:30-8:55 p.m., | 


and WOR, N. Y., has just sold that 
time to Prentiss Clothes for a 
“Share the Wealth” quiz stanza 
emceed by Ward Wilson, starting 
Sept. 10. 





Moora’s Cross-Country 


Junket Caters to Juves 
Pointing up television’s catering 


‘to juve audiences, newsreel cam- 


eraman Dean Moora has been 
added as a regular staffer to the 


crew of DuMont’s “Small Fry 
Club” by producer Bob Emery. 
He’ll roam the country taking 


newsreel shots of any events of 
special interest to moppets for in- 
corporation in the across-the-board 
show. 








ADDED ATTRACTION 


She 


Symphony 





\ 
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Y n its endeavor to bring Detroiters a diversity of 


entertainment, WWJ-TV, Michigan’s first television station, 


has added weekly televised b 


roadcasts of the Detroit Sym- 


‘phony Orchestra to its ever-growing list of program features. 


Compliments received from the thousands of television set 
“owners in Detroit attest to WWJ-TV's perfection in technique 
during the first broadcasts of the Symphony. It marks another 
‘milestone in the. progress of WWJ-TV, which, in its second 
‘year of operation, has already become an effective advertis- 
ing medium in this multi-billion dollar market. 
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ASSOCIATE AM-FM STATION WWJ 


WW tv 


NBC Television Network 


‘PIRST IN MICHIGAN ... Owned ond Operated by THE DETROIT NEWS 





‘§ Mational Representatives: THE GEORGE P. HOLLINGBERY COMPANY 


will carry a musical audience par- 
ticipation format, giving Smith a 
chance to demonstrate his prowess 
as a musician. Various name musi- 
‘cians will also appear from time 
ito time. Show, as yet untitled, re- 
|places Jon Gnagy’s “You Are An 
| Artist,” which has been sponsored 
iby Gulf for several years on the 
‘'NBC-TV web. NBC is currently 
trying to line up a new sponsor for 
Gnagy. 
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TV inroads on Radio 


Continued from page 1 jaa 




















demanding rate cuts, others quickly 
iconfirmed the report. A spokesman 
|for one of the four major webs, in 
'fact, revealed a statement prepared 
several weeks ago by his network 
for answer to just such a request. 
Statement points out, that, regard- 
less of any inroads made by TV, 
'sponsors aren’t entitled to a cut in 
rates because the advertiser today, 
with greatly-increased: AM cover- 
;}age, reaches more listeners than 
ever before for each advertising 
dollar. 

According to the _ statement, 
there’s been a 32% increase in the 
number of available listeners since 
before the war, based on a 62% 
boost in the number of AM sets in 
circulation. Cost-per-thousand lis- 
teners, consequently, has declined 
15% since prewar, the last time at 
which this particular web instituted 
a general rate increase. In addi- 
tion, according to the statement, 





|to spend now, which gives the ad- 
|vertiser even more for his money. 


Radio Listening Off 68°%? 
| Amid the mass of conflicting re- 


ing to both advertisers and 


has already gone on record as say- 
ing that TV will very soon cause a 
50% dropoff in the amount of ra- 
dio listening. Backing up his pre- 
diction are results of a recent sur- 
vey made by the tele€ision research 
bureau of Hofstra College’s (Long 
Island) psychology department 
among tele set-owning families, 
showing radio listening hours off 
26% for daytime and 68% for 
nighttime shows in such house- 
holds. 

Considered even more significant 
are results of a recent C. E. Hooper 
survey among tele homes. Taken 
for the Kudner ad agency to test 
the viewer pull of its “Texaco Star 
Theatre” on the NBC-TV web Tues- 
day nights from 8 to 9, the survey 
gave the tele show an overall rat- 
ing of 40.5, with a total share of 
the audience of 82.4. That means 
that 40.5% of all the TV sets in 


which garnered 82.4% of the avail- 
.|able audience. Top radio rating in 
the tele homes during the same 
hour was a lowly .3, racked up by 
\WJZ (ABC) with a half-hour 
“Youth Asks the Government” 
show, a 15-minute newscast featur- 
ing Erwin Canham and “America’s 
Town Meeting.” 

On a half-hour breakdown, the 
Texaco tele show polled a 46.7 rat- 
ing, with an 85.8 share of audience 
measurement. .Top AM show dur- 
ing that half-hour was “Official 
Detective” on WOR (Mutual), with 
a 1.8 rating and a 3.4 share of audi- 
ence. Other tele stations carried a 
pickup of the Democratic conven- 


adelphia, averaging a 2 rating, 
while the highest radio show on 
other stations was “Mr. and Mrs. 
North” on WCBS (CBS), with a 1.5 
rating. 

The “‘it’s-later-than-you-think” 
sentiment, consequently, is growing 
rapidly more intense among radio 
execs, who are gradually being led 
to concede that their AM business 
may soon be eclipsed by tele’s 
steady expansion. 





Washington—The Navy has been 
distributing 15 minute transcrip- 
tions by the Navy Band to over 
1,000 local radio stations through- 
out the country. 
| Distribution is handled through 
'400-odd main and sub recruitment 
stations. 





| starts a rew half-hour nighttime | 


the general public has more money | 


agency toppers, cannot be brushed | 
off. CBS préxy Frank M. Stanton | 


use were tuned to the Texaco show, | 


tion pooled coverage from Phil-| 











| 
: WOR, N.Y. 


——-; Continued from page 31 joe 
series will be good for re-runs after 
six months owing to the great num- 
ber of new viewers being added by 
‘tele every month. Films will be 
made available immediately, too, 
to TV stations outside N. Y. and 
Washington, despite the fact that 
WOR’s stations in these cities won't 
get on the air until some time this 
fall, or later. 

The tele versions of the films 
will be put together as open-enders, 
on 35m, running 29 minutes 30 
seconds. Each sequence, however, 
will be shot so it may be cut to a 
20-minute version for theatrical 
‘and 16m non-theatrical uses. In 
the case of the “Labor Arbitra- 


tion” series, release in the non- | 


theatrical field for film libraries 
and visual education has already 
been arranged. Industrial rela- 
t:ons groups are particularly inter- 
ested, Livingston said. 


Ben Parker has been pacied for 


' directorial chores on the “Arbi- 
tration” pix, which will be shot 
with three cameras. 
unsuitable for TV, will be cut into 
the non-TV product.). Since the 
arbitration program tackles actual 
employei:-employee disputes, the 
films will show only Zack, mem- 
bers of the arbitration panel, and 
opposing attorneys. Participating 
employers and employees and their 


witnesses won’t be identified and | 


will -be seen only in_ silhouette 
(such as their shadows on a wall). 
Sequences will be unrehearsed and 
shot with candid camera technique. 

Zack stanza has had a success- 
ful, if unspectacular, eight-year run 
on Nathan Straus’ N. Y. indie, 
WMCA. Labor-management dis- 
putants airing their disagreements 
on the show agree beforehand that 
the decision of the arbitration pa- 
nel will be final. 

Products of the Mutual key’s film 
unit will be labelled as “produced 
in cooperation with WOR-TV.” 
| Organizational setup of the unit 
| hasn’t been exactly defined, but 
Livingston said he would continue 
| his WOR programming duties. 


‘Celluloid net’ | 


being able to sell time on affiliate 
pew yer which is still the webs’ 
chief stock in trade. 

| Several of the new fall shows, 
‘consequently, are going out on as 
many as 19 or 20 stations. Trend 
|was led off by P. Lorillard (Old 
Golds), which inked to bankroll 
TV's version of the Major Bowes 
Amateur Hour, which originates on 
-WABD (DuMont, N. Y.), on nine 
‘stations from coast-to-coast, utiliz- 
ing DuMont’s 


ports and denials, however, is cer- | 
tain statistical data which, accord- |} 

















for any station not connected by 


| 


coaxial cable or radio relay. Idea 
jwas followed through by Disney 
Hats, which last week signed to 
| sponsor the NBC Sunday night 
newsreel on 19 separate stations, 


which then was the largest net- 


_work ever attempted by an adver- | 


'tiser. 
_ That figure has been topped, 
though, by Philco, which is to air 
the Equity Theatre hour-long dra- 
matic shows on at least 20 stations. 
Program, backed by Actors Equity, 
tees off from the studios of WNBT 
(NBC, N. Y.) Oct. 3. It’s to be 
‘carried live on NBC-TV’s seven- 
‘Station east coast web and will be 
transcribed via NBC’s kine re- 
corder for shipment to the other 
Stations. Bert Lytell, former Equity 
prez, is to serve as permanent host 
on the show. Plays are to be se- 
lected by a committee comprising 
current Equity prez Clarence Der- 
went and Raymond Massey, Ralph 
Bellamy and Louis’ Calhern. 
Agency for Philco is Hutchins, 
Another new show slated for 
celluloid networking is a 15-minute 
public opinion program featuring 
Dr. George Gallup, which will be 
-bankrolled by the Wall Street 
brokerage firm of Merrill Lynch, 
Pierce, Fenner & Beane over the 
basic CBS-TV five-station network, 
as well as on stations in Los An- 
geles, Detroit, St. Louis and Chi- 
cago. Show starts in the Sunday 
‘night 10 to 10:15 slot from the 
studios of WCBS-TV (CBS, N. Y.), 
with Gallup and guests presenting 
public trends on the forthcoming 
‘Presidential election. Since CBS 


(Long shots, | 


teletranscription | 
+service to record the show on film. 


'FCC Grants 3 Permits; 
_ Par Gets Frisco Bid Stay; 
| United Detroit Put Aside 


Washington, Aug. 24. 

| Television channel requests at 
the FCC were slow again last week, 
‘However, the Commission granted 
construction permits for three new 
tele stations. City of Jacksonville 
was granted channel 2 in the 
' Florida city, bringing the total tele 
stations in that city to three. 
WTAR Radio Corp. of Norfolk 
Va., got channel 4. West Central 
Broadcasting Co., was granted 
channel 12 at Peoria, Ill. 

Paramount was granted its peti- 
tion for a 20-day extension of time 
to file proposed findings in the 
proceedings on TV channels in 
San Francisco. Time for filing is 
now extended to Sept. 7. Edward 
Lasker of Hollywood, Westing- 
house and three other applicants 
for tele channels in Portland, Ore., 
were designated for a consoltdated 
hearing. 

United Detroit Theatres Corp., 
Detroit, subsidiary of Paramount, 
was denied its petition asking FCC 
to put aside its order of May 6 
denying United’s hearing request. 
King Trendle Broadcasting Co., 
had been given an extension of 
time for completion of its tele sta- 
tion in Detroit, and United wanted 
FCC to hold a hearing and not 
grant this routine matter without 
hearing. 


N.Y. Dept. Store’s Dual 
Bankrolling of Quiz Show 


First sponsored local deal for a 
simultaneous AM-TV show was 
| wrapped up by ABC veepee Mur- 
jray Grabhorn yesterday (Tues.) 
when Alexander’s department 
|store, N. Y., was inked to bankroll 
}a “Quizdown Class” session weekly 
on both WJZ and WJZ-TV, N. Y. 

Show will preem Sept. 18 in the 
6:30-7 p.m. segment, originating 
from ABC’s new tele center on 
|66th street. Deal, of 41-week dura- 
tion, was set via the William War- 
ren agency. 


ABC Will Air Metoperas 
Now That Union Snarl OK 


| 
} 

ABC, as a result of the an- 
|nouncement that the Metropolitan 
| Opera won't be cancelled after all, 
will again carry Saturday after- 
‘noon broadcasts of the operas—~ 
‘and possibly also televise them. 

atter dep2nds on the outcome of 
current negotiations with unions 
involved. ; 

It ,still isn’t certain, though, 
whether Texaco again will bank- 
roll the series. Oil company al- 
ready is heavily committed on its 
“Star Theatre” deals via ABC and 
NBC-TV. 














Washington News Views, a 
|weekly 10-minute television news- 
Teel out of Washington is being 
\offered on an exclusive basis in 
each city, by Colonial Films. 
RC ORE ERE OS RR ct 


—— 











MODERN Country Estate 
BARGAIN 

Must seli my beautiful country 
estate consisting of 8-room Dutch 
Colonial Residence with 4 bed- 
rooms and 3 baths. Also care- 
taker's home, 3-car garage, large 
barn, granary, horse stalls. Situ- 
ated on 63 acres of rolling land al! 
tilled. Beautiful woods, natural 
spring. Professionally landscaped. 
Located on excellent paved state 
highway only 45 minutes from 
Chicago on North Shore Electric 
Line. Five minutes from shopping 
center and schools. Can be had 
furnished if ‘desired including 
Chickering Parlor Grand Piano and 
Oriental Rugs. Urgent, sell imme- 


“Total Price $58,500 
$30,000 Cash Handles 
Phone Owner 
CHICAGO — FRANKLIN 4646 


or write Roth, Room 218 
134 S$. LaSalle St., Chicago, Ill. 


————_—_——_—SSS 


M.A. Degree, audio-visual 
field, vet, 27, single. Wants 











has no transcription system of its 
/own, it has arranged for Paramount 
|to record the shows on film during | 
the nine-week tenure. Agency for | 


the brokerage outfit is Newell- | 


‘Emmett. | 


Position as production assist- 
ant in show business. Experi- 
enced. Write: LJL, c/o Variety, 
360 N. Michigan, Chicago. 
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50,000 wats 


“Umbrella Coverage”’—in 
all directions 





Nation's third largest market 





First in every Philadelphia 
listener's survey ever made 


CBS affiliate 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 


“‘All’s Well That Ends... 
Even With Giveaways 











a 


From the Production Centers | 


ern 

































Lansing — Alex Dillingham, an- 
nouncer and former news editor 


gram director. 





Boston—John Whilkoff, formerly 
of WCAE, Pittsburgh, has been ap- 
pointed promotion director of 
WCOP, Boston. 





Pittsburgh — John Wilkoff, pro- 
motion manager for WCAE, Hearst 
station here, has resigned to take 
a similar job with WCOP in Bos- 
ton, like WCAE an ABC ouitlet, too. 
He goes into new berth immedi- 
ately ‘and will be replaced here by 
William Kelley. 


of WILS, has been appointed pro- | 


;are exclusive TV rights to televise 





all municipal auditorium attrac- 
tions. 

New Orleans — Martin Burke, 
former copywriter at the Sewell 
Advertising Agency, has _ joined 
WTPS and WTPS-FM as writer- 


producer. Burke previously 


tion manager at WWL, New Or- 


leans. 


Birmingham — G. P. Hamann has 
been appointed technical director 
and manager of FM and TV opera- 
tions for the Birmingham Broad- 


was | 
chief copywriter and sales promo- 





Xenia, O., Aug. 24. 4 Continued 
It was all a clerical error, the) 
emcee of Mutual’s “Take a Num- 
|ber” explained over the year we 
\to Joseph E. Chamberlain, who | ee 
‘last week revealed he hadn’t re-| Saturday night, 





'maid”....George Duning was pa 


ceived any of the $7,500 worth of |" ~~. : Seca. IF ae 
a ’ f : . a» | Quizzer with giveaways galore. 
ine he won from the show in | shave cream taking up the tab on 
Chamberlain said four of the | for 21-station western srhgsog 
prizes were delivered while he was Newsweek Looks Ahead change 
|talking to the emcee on the tele- 


'phone and the rest had been prom- | composer of “Nature Boy,” will h 


is : rinni . ; j is * creations views on health and philosophy 

ne ee ee ee ae has acu ie ne oe Chet Brouwer “aed pada for 
cluded a serenade by a 23-piece three weeks; NBC’s Les Raddatz touring the western sector, and Bea 
name band. “We're not that kind | Carpenter making out-of-town calls in the interest of Caroline Leon- 
of people,” Mrs. Chamberiain said. etti’s new fashion and charm show... 


‘turned down a party, which in-| Radio p.a.’s are on the move. 


| with William Powell and Irene Hervey in “Mr. Peabody and the Mer- 


show by Bud Dant, who was forced to withdraw when Day shifted to 
Dant chose to remain with Judy Canova....Mark and 
'Karl Breneman are being packaged by Tom Wallace in a two-family 
ABC gets the first record....Krank 


Dennison’s Foods on 20-station ABC hookup. . 


from page 26 





ssed the baton on the Dennis Day 


ABC’s “Bob Elson on the Century” 


d sponsorship from Flo-Ball Pen to 
eden ahbez, lowercase 
ave five-minute strip on KMPC de- 


Dorothy Shay likes it in Holiy- 


: |casting Co., owners and operators 
Margaret Petyo, fashion expert of WBRC. Announcement was made 
whose “Charm School” program | by Eloise Smith Hanna, president 
has been a feature on WPGH since jand general manager of the com- 
that station began operations a/ pany. 
year ago, has moved program 
downtown to WWSW. It'll be a 
five-days-a-week feature there at 
11 a.m. 















St. Louis—Richard J. Dutson has 
been upped to continuity director 
at KMOX by program director Al 
| Bland. Dutson formerly was asso- 

Oklahoma City — WKY, Okla- | ciated with KSD and KWK. James 
homa City, was granted exclusive Alt is the latest addition to the 
rights for television coverage of all KXOK gabbing staff. For the past 
athletic events at the Univ. of |two yvears he has been a freelance 





Because of the. mixup someone | wood so well that she would sign for only 13 weeks with Coca-Cola and 


else got Chamberlain’s winnings, | then will settle here and maybe have her own show 


...Esty and Newell- 


which included a home freezer and| Emmett agencies moved to larger and newer quarters last week.... 
a year’s supply of razor blades. It | Radie Harris sticking around until the 27th so she can use up the 
|wasn’t revealed who the “someone | guestars on her booking sheet. ‘ 


lelse”’ was. 


Bob Redd getting his papers in order for a flight to Ireland and Scot- 





‘Hit Parade’ 2d 


|land....Beb Wolfe hopped east for consultations at Kenyon & Eck- 
| hardt on thé talent and picture properties he has lined up for the Ford 
| dramatic series ...Phil Baker, who leves California, is not too happy 
about moving east with “Everybody Wins” for an indef stay....Agen- 
cies are clamoring for the record of the Wesson Bros.’ show cut by Joe 
Bigelow, who wrote, directed and controls the package. There’s also 
considerable interest in the Dean Martin-Jerry Lewis platter. 








Oklahoma. 

The Sooner football games of 
this fall won’t be televised, it was 
explained, because complete equip- 


announcer in St. Louis. 

Bruce Barrington, news editor at 
KXOK, has been elected chairman 
of the Missouri Radio Assn., com- 

























ment won’t be installed in time. | posed of radio station members of 
However, crews of cameraman, |the Associated Press in Missouri. 
technicians and producers will | James Monroe, KOMO, Kansas 
practice during the season as a City, was elected vice-chairman. 

means of training. 








San Antonio.—South Texas Cot- 
ton Oil Co., makers of Crustene 
| Shortening, have signed. a year’s 
! contract for a 15-minute program 
| of songs by Red River Dave to be 
aired Tuesday, Thursday and Sat- 
urday inornings. Program will 
originate here in the studios of 
WOAI and be carried by KPRC, 
| Houston; WFAA, Dallas; KTBS, 
| Shreveport, Louisiana, and KARK, 


Worcester — Margaret Cox, of 
WTAG (and FM)’s “Open House,” 
has taken another step in expand- 
ing the “family party” atmosphere 
of her five-a-week show. 

For her new feature, “‘The Stor¢ 
Behind the Song,” Miss Cox in- 
vites listeners to submit letters 
telling some incident in their lives 
which has gone to make a particu- 


lar song their favorite. Best letters aati Program 
are read on the air, with Danny Cowboy singer has also been 
Patt playing the song on the nova- | signed py Vick Chemical Co.. to 


chord as background. ‘start on Sept. 13 a series of 15- 
| minute broadcasts over WOAI each 
Monday, Wednesday and Friday. 





Oklahoma City—City Council has 
granted WKY a five-year lease for 
use of the little theatre in the 
municipal auditorium building 4s | er 
a television studio. | here, and former pilot of the 

Also included in the agreement WFAA “Early Birds” program, will 
= be heard in a new show to be aired 

' for a half-hour each Monday, Wed- 


A m /nesday and Friday at 10 p.m. 
° Let ' Baton Rouge.—J. Roy Dabadie, 


manager of W.JBO, has been elect- 
ed president of the Louisiana Assn. 
of Broadcasters. He succeeds 
James E. Gordon of WNOE, New 
Orleans. 

Henry Clay, Jr.. of KWKH, 
Shrevepert, was elected vice presi- 
dent and Paul Goldman of KSYL 
| secretarv-treasurer. 





Dallas.—Bob Stanford, announc- 
and m. ¢. on staff of WFAA 














Chicago — Mantle Co. 


A Lamy 
n (kerosene lamps 


and 



























You can put The 
Texas Rangers, stars 
# of stage, screen and 
radio, to work for your 
products — your client. 


7 hour transcribed show by Smilin’ 
f Ed McConnell, Tuesdays, starting 
| Oct. 1 via ABC. 
William Hart Adler, Inc., is the 
agency. 


| FoC Caught 


as Continued from page 25 















Over the past few years 
The Texas Rangers have 
done an outstanding sell- 
ing job on both small and 
large stations — over four 
straight years for two dif- 
ferent breweries, five years 
for a bakery, over five 

‘ears for a dairy. 











still establish rules on what con- 
stituted lottery and was a violation. 
But instead of meting out its own 
punishment, like a denial of li- 
cense, FCC would have to warn 
the net or show, then alert the 
| Justice Dept. for action in the 
courts. 

A net or show could abide by the 
FCC’s contention, or could con- 


The Texas Rangers a.e tinue with the program and fight it 
America’s largest and fin- eut in court with no fear of losing 


a license for any affiliate pending 
ultimate decision. 

The FCC, from top to bottom, 
appeared to be unaware of the 
Congressional action taken two 
months ago. It was caught with its 
kilocycles down, and stayed mum. 


est group, playing and 
singing Western tunes. 
Their music is transcribed 
vertically for high fidelity; 











ideal for either FM or AM.. Frank T. Bow; general counsel 
They be pelo sight i lvettienting the FCG cent pen; 
for your market and your ing. "Would son he Ae Savie this 
station. Committee whether - the Commis- 
Wire, Write or Phone ff junder whet authonieesns an 


_ The House Select Committee two 
;weeks ago ironed out the snarl FCC 
| Sot itself and the broadcast indus- 
try into through FCC’s unhappy 
‘Port Huron decision. After suc- 
‘cessfully rescuing FCC once, the 
/Committee isn’t expected to look 
‘too favorably on another blunder. 
‘During the Port Huron hearings, 
the legal department, which appar- 
ently slipped up on the Congres- 
sional action, was under heavy fire. 


for Complete Derails , 


vacuum | 
2 bottles) has signed for a quarter- | 





Or 15th Hooper: 
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There’s increasing speculation e 
on’ which type of Hooperating— Wm. Morris Bump Hadley Tees Off Ist 
the old 36-city popularity or the seitieaid + cae ctl A TILI 
new U. S. projectable—will emerge |—= Continued from pase 25 Sos Hub Studio Sportscast With 
this coming season as the standard would recommend to its clients . oh 
of comparison. What has particu-| rot to appear on the stanza. Boston, Aug. 24. j WG} 
larly perked trade talk are the jit’s obvious, however, — that Bump Hadley, former major- Sh 
wide discrepancies in standings of AFRA is going over the agency's leaguer with the Yankees and is re 
network shows ves the a * cate- head, directly to talent, with the jgng a fave Hub sportscaster, tees piece 
gories, as revealed since fMooper pitch to guest on the show for Pei RT ; ing a 
recently started issuing project-| the sake “of shots unida’s fund. |o. Se We town's Ort mute is as: 
ables on the Top 15 evening and | TPajent listed as available for the |SPorts telecast this week out of ver | 
Top 10 daytime stanzas. ‘show includes Fred Allen and | WBZ-TV. ers), 

(U. S. Hooperatings—as the pro-| Eddie Cantor, both Morris clients,| Format of the show calls for a (poli 
jectables are called—won’t be is-| a, well as Abbott and Costello, review of the day’s rca yp or Poe Till 
sued as a full service on all shows | who are new in the Morris fold. with interviews with leading — 
until October. } | They’re the only ones, though, so athletes. Feature is a play-of-the- reali 
_ In his Aug. 1-7 tabulation, for | far “— and there are such con- Rone Sadbions wd ‘ a ¥ ~ 
stance no drojetables, were|spicugus absentecs a Milton Berle mond in miniature with cardboard 3 «i 
cluding second-place “Stop the! ‘The full “willing to appear” list Siieeee Ger tontbalt pee ashy Tem May 
Music’), either because they were as of this week: areca Pv , Das all, - 
“not yet included in the U. S. .? : 


Comedians: Jack Benny, Edgar 


because . . 
Bergen, Fred Allen, Jimmy Dur- 


Hooperating Report” or 


they had “changed ‘size’ of net- : 
wort by 25% ry more since pub- a! i rere. en 7 Cos- 
ae | er we : tello, Bob urns, i {arris, 
r: an ratings |< '\ , ‘ye ; 
marron ne ee al Eddie Bracken, Eddie Cantor, Den- 
But one of the shows for which — Day, Ome & Praag Pa 
a projectable was given was “Your | Young, Kay Kyser, Garry Moore, 
Hit Parade,” and while it ranked | Phil Baker, Celeste Holm, Phil 


15th in the Top 15 on 36-city popu- | Silvers, Rochester, Clifton Webb, 
larity, its 8.90 projectable placed Victor Barge, Jerry Colonna, Rudy | 
‘it No. 2 behind the 9.50 of “Take Vallee, Burt Gordon and Ralph 
It or Leave It” in the U. S. Hoop- Edwards. 
eratings. And while “Mr. D. A.” Dramatic talent: Ronald Colman, 
j}was third in both’ categories, Jimmy Siewart, Van Johson, Fred 
“Crime Photographer,” sixth in Astaire, Marlene Dietrich, Don 
the 36-city poll, was fourth in the Ameche, Ray Milland, Basil Rath- | 
U. S. sweeps. bone, William Powell, John Gar- 
Similarly, in the Top 10 day- field, Dick Powell, Gene Tierney | 
timers, “Pepper Young’s Family” and Jane Wyman. 
/was 10th in the 36-city, but second 
‘in the projectables. 


Attitude of web execs rains Cohen Starts Fifth Year 


the matter seemed to be one o e ° 
wait-and-see. As yet they weren't Conning Pittsburgh | 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 24. | 


taking the projectables seriously. 
Harold V. Cohen, drama critic | 


lrish Are Looking For and editor of morning Post-Gazette | 
and Variftry mugg here, begins the | 
Another Sweepstakes fifth year of his weekly “Cohening | 
f | the Town” program on WJAS Sat- | 
urday night (28) at 6:30. Show is 
In Giveaway Airers returning to the air after a sum- 
Dublin, Aug. 24. 




















mer hiatus of eight weeks. 
Sponsors are beginning to fall for Cohen began the series, which 
the giveaway show in a big way. picks the bests of the week on the 
“Double — or Nothing,” Theatre local entertainment front, in mid- 
Royal quiz show, started off as a 1944 for Jerome Wolk and Bro., 
routine cash-for-knowledge pro-| Pittsburgh furriers, switching in| 
gram. Later, airline tickets were February, 1947, to Brent Cleaning | 
,added for a Pot of Gold night and Stores, under whose sponsorship 
‘that started the run. To date the the program continues. , 
‘show has given away $4,000 in cash, | 
‘with goods—promoted from mer- ; 
chants —totaling another $3,000. 3 ; > 
Show is now off the air, but mer-— KSTP. TV S Grid Sked 
chants anxious to climb on the free Minneapolis, Aug. 24. | 
advertising bandwagon are inquir- KSTP football program contem- | 
ing about its return—with a queue plates televising of Univ. of Min-| 
ready to offer everything from aj|nesota’s away-from-home as well | 
refrigerator to a New Look suit. as home games, according to Stan- | 
_ Idea is also catching on in ley Hubbard, general manager. | 
smaller shows, while the Imeco. Plan is to film out-of-town games| 
Cleaners program is giving away and rush film here by plane to TV 
disks used on its show to telephone it the same night following the af- 
caller who first names the tune be- ternoon contest or the next day. 
ing played. _ Hubbard has Minnesota’s consent 
for the TV, but also must obtain | 
Wandell Quits Troy WTRY ‘hat of its opponents. He’s now 
negotiating with Univ. of Washing- 
For Henry Wallace Post ton, the Gophers’ opening foe, at 
Troy, N. Y., Aug. 24. — Seattle. 
Jack Wandell, who served on the 
WTRY news staff and in recent 
: Schenectady — General Electric 
months had done a nightly sports pager at . , ox 
program over the station, resigned. Co. is giving Syracuse Univ. a $50,- | 





sri /000 television transmitter, as the | 
to join the Henry Wallace forces. grt step toward the establishment | 
He was scheduled to broadcast on of a video engineering department 
behalf of the Progressive Party Funds and FCC authority must be | 
presidential candidate last week, obtained before operations can be-| 
but the date was changed. “‘an- gin, the university announced. 
‘dell is from Mechanicville. 


Show starts as sustaining, with 
Van Heusen sportswear picking up 
tab Sept. 24. 














TOMMY 
LYMAN 


Now at the 
New 


Leslie House ¥-u 


BUGS BAER SAYS: ‘THERE 
ARE MORE ROAD SHOWS 
OF TOMMY LYMAN 
THAN CARTER HAS 
PILLS.’ 


SEE “ESQUIRE,” NOW ON NEWS- 
‘STANDS, FOR STORY ON LYMAN 
(PAGE 26) IN SEPT. ISSUE, BY 
GEORGE FRAZIER. 








| GOT THE BLUES 
(For the Green Hills of Erin) 
By ERNIE BREUER, H. WYCOFF 
and PAUL CUNNINGHAM 


By JOHN MURDOCK and 
JANE CLARK 


SHAKE THE HAND THAT SHOOK 
THE HAND OF CALLAHAN 
By FRED HILDEBRAND 





A NICKEL FOR A MEMORY 
By PERRY ALEXANDER, BOB HIL- 
L1AKRD and ANN BEARDSLEY 
Voice Coach: 

JOHN QUINLAN 








Special Material by 
MILT FRANCIS a“ 











| 





M-G-M— 
‘On an Island with You" 
“This Time for Keeps" 
Mat.: LOU CLAYTON 








‘Friday (20). 
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UND OFF | WILLIAM L. SHIRER FIPeHeSereree+eeeeseoee, AT CADP CRUSADE FOR CHILDREN 

Ok Anita Gordon, sy = —- Russ Dunbar, announcer 4 With Hugh James, announcer With Gen. Dwight D. Eisenhower, 
neck Sextet, Jeff Alexander Production: MBS News Pept. ¢ Followup Comment i5 Mins.; Sun., 6 p.m, Arthur Godfrey, Bob Hope 
Chorus, Arno Tanney, Mark 15 Mins.; Sun., 1 p.m. t LEE HATS Dinah Shore, Dorothy n, 
Warnow orch; George Fenne- Sustaining $4-4$444646644664664666646666! ABC, from New York Artur Rubinstein, Resalind Rus- 


man, announcer 
Writer: Charles Graves 


f 
producer-director: Charles Herbert 


30 Mins., Mon., 8 p.m. 
us = __ ae 
ABC, from 

: (N. W. Ayer) 

Jointly sponsored by the U. S. 
Army and ABC, “Sound Off” re- 
turned to the ABC net Monday 

after a summer layoff. Stanza 
as produced. A wealth of 
talent seeks to plug the message 
that the Army needs men. Preem 
ests were songstress Anita Gor- 


- vacationing from the Edgar 
ee show, as well as the Matty 


Malneck sextet. Former displayed | 


appealing voice while Maineck’s 
email combo alse registered. 

Mark Warnow’s orch ably han- 
died the preem of “Iowa March,” 
written especially for the airer by 
Meredith Willson. Piece was the 
12th of a series of new marches 
saluting each of the states. War- 
now's other arrangements meas- 
ured up. Rounding out the musi- 
eal fare was Jeff Alexander's 
“Sound Off” chorus. Plugs- pri- 
marily were directed to the vet and 
stressed the usual “lifetime se- 
curity,” good pay, ete. if he re- 
turned for a three-year me 

ilb. 


TILLIE LOU : 
With Burrill Smith, Phyllis Carver 
15 Mins.; Mon.-thru-Fri., 7:45 a.m. 
Sustaining 
WGY, Schenectady ; 
Show, featuring a “talking bird.” 
is reported to have pulled 800,000 
pieces of mail from children dur- 
ing a 12-month period. Smith, who 
fis assisted by his wife, Phyllis Car- 
ver (a member of the WGY Play- 
ers), creates a number of characters 
(policemen, et al.), to surround 


“Tillie,” in a running story of the. 
fantasy type. Recently, the scenes 


have been set on a carnival lot, 
realistically reproduced. 

Kid listeners, up to a certain age, 
will revel in “Tillie.” Some adults 
may find it uninteresting and at 
times ear-wearing. The bird is 
quite expertly projected. 

Sequences are spaced by tran- 
scribed music—carefully selected 
~and riddles. There are minor 
giveaways. Production rates above 
average. Jaco. 


'MBS, from New York 


Ending his summer sabbatical 
early, William L. Shirer last Sun- 


|day (22) began an on-the-air warm- 
up for the return of his sponsor, | 
Wings shirts. He was a little rusty | 


in his reading, but his material and 
his clarity and calm delivery were 
par Shirer. After a rather unor- 
ganized discourse on last-minute 
news and the past week’s develop- 
ments, the commentator got down 
to some interesting analyses of the 
current Red scare. He rapped the 
Thomas committee for “playing for 
headlines” and for smearing repu- 
— “without due process of 
aw. wes 

Shirer is entirely at home in the 
medium of radio. He talks conver- 
sationaity to his listeners, without 


bombast or pomposity, and his re- | 


marks offer food for thought. At 
the moment he’s at a distinct ad- 
vantage on one phase of the news 
'—he can talk with authority on 


Germany, a fact which gives weight | 


to. his observations on the Berlin 
crisis. 


CHARLOTTE ADAMS 

With Bruce Eliot, announcer 

45 Mins.: Sat.. 10:15 a.m. 

WOR, N. Y. 

, Charlotte Adams, who formerly 
conducted a woman’s program on 
WQXR, N. Y., is turning this 45- 
minute stint on WOR into a highly 
'useful homemaking aid for house- 
wives beset by high shopping 
prices, although there’s a conven- | 
tional amount of incidental palaver | 
on this show (common to ll | 
| women’s programs), Miss Adams is | 
| wisely putting the accent on utility. 


|As an experienced mike hand, she | 


‘dresses up the bread-and-butter | 
iMems with enough personality | 
touches to sustain audience interest | 
over the rather long program 
| stretch. ‘ 

On the kickoff stanza (21), Grace 
-and Paul Hartman, starring in| 
| “Angel in the Wings” on Broadway, 
| guested in a chatty interview about 
/ running a suburban household. The 
rest of the show, however, was 
devoted to the plebeian metropoli- 
|tans. Besides the recipes and fur- 
nishing hints, Miss Adams ex- 
amined the market places, giving | 
, the best buys in meats and fish. | 


| 


Doan. | 


;and everyday philosophy, 
Serapbook” is a new Sunday ex- | 


“Life Begins at 860,” 


the road of reminiscence with Mrs. 
Georgia Carhart, former concert 
and musical revue singer. Mrs. 
Carhart, who spoke with an 
epigramatic fluency and humorous 
sharpness that surpassed many 
radio professionals less than half 
her age, gave delightful closeups 
of Victor Herbert, Diamond Jim 
Brady and Lillian Russell. She toid 
emcee Jack Barry, who flashed a 
fine change of pace from that 
shown on “Juvenile Jury,” that 
Broadway seemed to her “more 
glamorous” in the 1890’s than 
today. 


“Church of the Air” (CBS) held 
an interesting forum Sunday (22) 
on the meaning of radio in the 
promotion of religious life. Numer- 





East, currently attending the Re- 


ligious Radio Workshop in Chicago q 
|under direction of Rev. Everett 
1c. 
| between civilizations which radio 
|/made possible. 


Parker, emphasized the link 
Highspot of the 
show was the report from Bolivia, 
describing the poverty and back- 
wardness -of the great mass of 
people and the immense role radio 
could play as an educational force 
if sets could be distributed. 





BOD’S SCRAPBOOK 


Mutual’s | 
sprightly, entertaining contribution | 

| to radio and old age, was hfghlight- 

/ed Sunday (22) by a travel down 


ppd Cr- exclusive . . 
ous clergymen and missionaries | 


'from South America and the Far 


(William Weintraub) 


People are always straying out 
of their own backyards into other 
people’s pastures. Drew Pearson’s 
is green (with $1 lettuce, among 
other things) and here’s Al Capp, 
creator of “Li'l Abner” in the 
comics, exploring it. And the re- 
sult isn’t overwhelming happy, 
despite the fun Capp himself seems 
to get out of it. 


Pinchhitting for Pearson while | 


the Washington columnist - com- 
mentator vecations, Capp makes no 
pretense of reporting the news or 
anything serious—to which listen- 
ers of this period are accustomed 
—devoting himself instead to ram- 

ling repartee and autobiographi- 
cal anecdota, to the evident great 
delight of a small circle of studio 
admirers. After a few opening 
“wise and witty comments,” includ- 
ing a little mimicry of the Holly- 
wood gabbers (‘Now for my first 
.”), Capp on his sec- 
ond go-round in the stint last Sun- 
day (22) launched into a yarn 
about the time he called for a blind 
ate. He was almost through the 
story when announcer Hugh James 
broke in with word that his time 
was up. 

If the idea here was that Capp 
would cop a good Hooper because 
his comic strip is so popular, 
wouldn’t it have been more to the 
point to put on Li’l Abner himself? 

Doan. 





because of his wide range of dialect 


With Maurice Bodington; Jimmie|and his shying from the usual 
Shields; Don Gordon, Bill Bessey, | Pollyanna curse. In his choice of 


announcer 
Preducer: Drew Crossan 
30 Mins.; Sun., 6 p.m. 
Sustaining 

CBC, from Teoronte 


|subject and delivery, this former 


vaudevillian draws on his past ex- 
perience. As Cockney,  rube, 
Chinese, carney barker or minstrel 
end-man (when caught), Bodington 


As a presentation of wit, wisdom | iS a one-man revue. 


“Bod’s 


tension of his Mon.-thru-Fri., 15- 


‘minute stint over CJBC, Torento, Production. tc S 
‘But his Sunday show is carried over | in his singing of ‘Now Is the Hour 
the Dominion network (38 stations) 22a > ’ . 
‘of the Canadian Broadcasting Corp. | But it’s Bodington’s show, 
‘It’s one of those commendable | honest sentiment in poetry reading 
|pause programs that soothe Sun-| 4S divorced from bathos. McStay. 


day listeners after drama and sym- 
phony onslaughts. 


Bodington tells anecdotes and 


Don Gordon for background 
music and his own organ inter- 
ludes, is an intangible part of the 
Ditto Jimmy Shields 


d “Nearer, My God, to Thee.” 
with 





Lufkin, Tex.—KTRE has re- 


| placed KRBA here as local Mutua! 


Statistics are usually dull but the reads poetry in the style of his| affiliate. KTRE is also a member 


price of steak was astonishing. 
| Herm. 


‘daily format but his 30-minute | of the Texas regional, the Lone 
| Sunday stint avoids any monotony | Star Chain. 








sell, Madeleine Carroll, Mar- 
garet O’Brien, Edward R. 
row 

Writers: Norman Corwin, Jean Hal- 
loway, Walter Newman 

Director: William N. Robson 

Supervisor: Guy della-Cieppa 

60 Mins.; Tues. (17), 10 p.m., EDT 

Sustaining 

Cas. | Hollywood, Denver and 


There are iwo standard types of 
fund-appeal presentations: the 


| shocker, utilizing the documentary 


technique in radio, and the benefit 


‘show, utilizing name-star entertain- 


ment. The hour-long show in ques- 
tion was a combo of about 75% 
benefit show, 25% shocker. It suc- 
ceeded rather well in beth cate- 
gories, thanks to a catch-all-types- 
of-listener galaxy of guesters and 
really poignant selections from — 
recordings made in Europe for 

UN by Allan Sloane. 


General Eisenhower, vacationing 
in Colorado, came in from Denver 
to open the stanza, introducing 
himself, and made _ additional 
pitches for the aid of the world’s 
hungry children midway through 
the hour and at the windup. Arthur 
Godfrey emceed the Hollywood- 
originated guestar sequence a little 
too folksily. Bob Hope hit the gag 
trail for a par take in boffs. Dinah 
Shore chirped a lullabye and Dor- 
othy Kirsten offered Rachmanin- 
off’s “To the Children.” Rosalind 
Russell reprised scenes from “Sis- 
ter Kenny.” Margaret O’Brien re- 
cited a plaintive “Prayer for Small 
Children.” Artur Rubinstein soloed 
at the ivories. Madeleine Cafroll 
did a straight pitch for the child- 
ren who “are dying of starvation 
while you listen to this program.” 

Edward R. Murrow, in the N. Y. 
pickup, narrated the tape recorded 
excerpts. Shocker was a_ blind, 
armless Italian boy, victim of war 
bombings, trying to learn Braille 
via tip of his nose. Miss Carroll 
had said “the American heart does 
not have to be shocked”—but in 
case it does, this simply stated case 
was sufficient to that end. 

Stanza was aired in behalf of the 
American Overseas Aid-United Na- 
tions Appeal for Children. Doan. 


Denver—Hugh B. Terry, for past 
seven years station manager -of 
KLZ, Denver, has been eleeted 
secretary-treasurer and director. 
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Edna Ferber Pulling New Switch By 


— Retaining Story 














——— Continued from page 1 Saamm 


= eo 
Ada tation R hts literature and education,”’ was put 
‘together by the Masterson, Reddy 


_& Nelson production outfit. (John 





Roosevelt Package | Nobody Wants to Cross Music Bridges, 


Says Misunderstood Maestro Meakin 





Edna Ferber has worked out ar 


Masterson is also producer of 






+ wector of video station WTVO 


een 
+ - 


new gimmick for increasing her | 
: 
income from the radio perform- | 
ance of her stories. In leasing her | 
literary properties for the air, the | 
novelist includes in the contract | 
the stipulation that the radio adap- 
tation becomes. her _ property. 
Thus, in subsequent deals for the 
same yarn, she’s able to increase 
the price by tossing in the use of 
an already-written radio version. 
For example, when she leased 
the single-performance rights to 


“Cimarron” last season to “Ford | 


Theatre,’ the authoress set a fee| Don Lee Is Renting Out 


of $1,000 and also required the 


Kenyon & Eckhardt agency to give | 
the Howard | 
AS a con- | 


her ownership of 
Teichmann adaptation. 
sequence, the next time anyone 
wants to broadcast the story, Miss 


Ferber can include the adaptation | Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
for an additional $500 or so. : 4 
the next sponsor panlie mare . | 000,000 edifice shed its scaffolding, Charles (Bud) 
full-hour version it would presum- | 


bly be fairly simpl -, |irom Columbia Square. 
Tel : hy Rage in a | beautiful studios and not too many 


i shows to be put into them. 


Teichmann’s script. 


There’s no question of injustice 
involved in Miss Ferber’s arrange- | 
ment. She doesn’t (and obviously 
wouldn't) claim authorship of the 


adaptation, but would permit the | non 
adaptor to get air credit if the | pread 


next agency and sponsor desired. | 
Also, the adaptor isn’t deprived of | 
anything when the novelist be-.| 
comes owner of his script, since its 
value depends on a sponsor leas- 
ing the performance rights to the | 
original story. 

The only loser would be the 
agency or sponsor, which under or- 
dinary circumstances would own) 
the adaptation, but in this - case 
would have to pay for using it. 
again (or paying to have another | 
written) if it wanted to repeat the | 
Same story. But even in that case 
Miss Ferber would presumably 
charge less for the adaptation 
than the agency would have to pay 
to have a new one written. 

On the unlikely chance that 
some other agency were to lease 
the rights to a Ferber story and 
proposition the same writer who | 
had done a previous adaptation | 
(which the novelist had acquired), | 
he could easily do a “new” version 
by making relatively minor re- 
visions from his old script. 


GOSS SHIFTS BALTO 
STATIONS ON ‘PARADE’ 


Baltimore, Aug. 24. 

Bailey Goss, one of town’s lead- | 

ing sportscasters, has shifted his | 

“National Sports Parade,” spon- | 
sored by National Brewery through 
Owen & Chappell. from WBAL to 
WCAO. Ten-minute slot, on every 








| 


been a WBAL feature for 10 years. | 


Goss will also handle television | 
broadcasts of the Baltimore Colts, | Mort Lewis’ Kiddie Yarns 


professional football games, for Na- 
tional over the Baltimore Sun’s 
WMAR-TV. 


Non-Exclusive Pact For 
Stafford on ‘Supper’ 


Chesterfield’s plans for the Sept. 
27 resumption of its NBC “Supper 





-Club” show are just about com- | 


pleted. And for the first time a 
non-exclusive contract is involved. 
This went to Jo Stafford, who'll 
work Tuesday nights for the cig- 
aret sponsor, and is dickering for 
another program out of Hollywood. 


As it stands, Perry Como will 
agcupy Monday-Wednesday-Friday 
at 7 p.m., supported by an as yet 
unselected maestro and band. Miss 
Stafford does Tuesdays, backed by 
Paul .Weston’s orchestra, and 
Peggy Lee takes the Thursday 
niche. backed by a combo under 
her husband, Dave Barbour. 


Fort Industry Shifts 


Detroit, Aug. 24. 

Fort Industry Co. Friday (20)-an- 
nounced change in. managérial 
operations. Richard E. Jones, for 
eight years commercial manager 
for CKLW, becomes managing di- 
rector of WJBK-FM. Ralph G. El- 
vin, who for past year has been 
coordinating both sound and tele 
dcasting, will be managing di- 





which is expected to be im opera- 
‘ton Nov. 1. 3 


Ward MBS Midwest Mer. 


Chicago, Aug. 24. | 
Mae Ward. who joined Mutual's 
sales force less than six months | 


| ABC's 


“Bride and Groom” and 
“Breakfast in Hollywood.”’) 

Title for the program hasn't been 
selected. One being mulled is: 
“Getting Personal with the Roose- 


|a, Sabbath afternoon time, or 10:30 | TIMES BYLINERS IN 


evening except Sunday at 6:03, has | 


ago, was upped to midwest sales | Velts.” Mrs. Roosevelt, who likes 
|manager yesterday (23). Post has | the medium of radio and gn 
‘been open since the resignation of | Vored ABC, moderated lees 
|'DeWitt Mcwrer last May. | series on that net last year. 

Ward has been a sales exec for | __ New program will originate from 
‘CBS. the Blue Network, and, more | Hollywood, where Mrs. Boettiger 


"eC , ‘ ? oC 4_.| Will make her home, and from 
‘ain do a ee ee 'wherever Mrs. Roosevelt is at the 
nt 'time. Latter. who is a U. S. dele- 
| gate to the United Nations, will go 
to Paris next month to attend the 

UN General Assembly. While | 

o 'there, her portion of the stanza | 
Space to CBS for Six | will be shortwaved to the U. S. 
° ‘John Reddy of the producing firm 
| Coast Audience Shows will accompany Mrs. Roosevelt to 
Europe. j 
' Deal for the show was set in 
Hollywood between Masterson and 
Barry, ABC’s pro- 
gram veepee. Fact that the pro-| 
gram will originate from the Coast | 
apparently precludes any possibili- 
4 : And ty. for the time being, of it also! 
here CBS was carrying a peak load |) .ing an ABC-TV offering, unless, 
of audience shows and shopping the net decides to film the sequen- 
around for remote space. ces. 

So last week it came to pass. _ 
Thornburgh of CBS broke’ 
with Don Lee’s Lewis Allen 
Weiss and the deal was closed. 
Jack Smith will do his warbling | 
five nights a week from 1313 Vine 


Ever since Don Lee’s new $3,- 


envious glances have been beamed 
All those 











Reverse Effect 


Continued from page 26 











st.. and on Sundays a dramatic majority stock ownership—and it 
piece will be installed. It may be means control of twice as many 
but CBS ushers will do the seating. Lawyers point out that in the 
Columbia will also use its own en-| realm of big business, the multi- 
When the season is in full swing tions are controlled by interests | 
CBS will be broadcasting 56 audi- which own a relatively small chunk | 
71 quarter hours from Hollywood. viting the same situation in the 
That’s the heaviest load the net has field of broadcasting, it’s claimed, 
. Fact is, with few exceptions, 
P . . there has been no effort in broad- 
Harvest May Shift Back trol of stations via the medium of 
a strategic minority stock owner- 

To NBC After CBS Year ‘ni. 

Ss ; acts ..| present in television because that 
of Stars” will return to NBC. It’s j. the “hottest” thing in the field 
over to CBS last season against , money is currently spreading out. 
advice of the agency, McCann- Several of the big motion picture | 

ners, etc.—have been scrambling to_ 
International, Harvester. Stanza | own five tele stations to protect | 
spot, where it bucked both “Mr. _ assure strategic outlets for the en- | 
District Attorney” and Groucho tertainment product they may have | 
of again ‘acing this competitive | that a film company might do itself 
combo is back of the contemplated |far more good by buying into 10 
“Harvest” exited the 2:20 Sun- | ing five of its own—and the cost 
day segment on NBC. The web might be a lot cheaper. 


a little confusing to the sitters stations. 
gineers. million and billion dollar corpora- | 
ence shows weekly for a total of of the stock. FCC appears to be in- | 
ever carried. irrespective of its good intentions. 
casting up to now for octopus con- 
There's possibility that “Harvest The matter is most interesting at 
understood the show was moved and is the medium in which big. 
Erickson, on insistence of execs in companies—-Paramount, 20th. War- 
went into the 9:30 p.m. Wednesday /themselves for the future and to 
Marx. It’s believed the prospect | to sell video. One source points out > 
return to NBC. well placed stations than by build- 
could again offer the IH program 





are sold out. 





IST REGULAR PROGRAM 


N. Y. Times for the first time 

has authorized its top byliners to 
y ° 

May Be Waxed in Albums | jake part in a regularly scheduled 

| Mort Lewis, radio scripter with | program. Stanza, titled “Keep Up 

Ralph Edwards’ “Truth or Conse- | With the Times,” will tee off next 

|Feturns’'t east for several weeks, Wednesday (1) as a cross-the-board 





returns to Hollywood in the next feature on the Times’ WQXR, N.Y., 
week or two. While east, his |) 9:45-10 a.m. 


brother, agent Lester Lewis, plans | Alice Pentlarge will interview 





| Veterans” 


/ news 


Vet Cuffo Disks Ready 


Washington, Aug. 24. 

Charles Dillon, Veterans Admin- 
istration director of information 
for radio and television, announced 
last week that the ninth series of 
13 quarter-hour all-star “Here's to 
transeriptions is avail- 
able gratis to stations, for broad- 
cast September through November. 

The platters include shows by 
preminent radio artists. 


Greater Cincy Preems 


7th Station in WNOP; 


Nesbitt’s Double Duty 


Cincinnati, Aug. 24. 

Greater Cincy'’s broadcasting 
field bulged anew Saturday (2]) 
with the opening of WNOP, a 
1,000 watt daytime indie, in New- 
port, on the Kentucky side of the 
Ohio, as the seventh standard sta- 
tion. Another Kentucky addition, 
WZIP, Covington, also a daytime 
indie, umveiled a year or so ago. 

Dick Nesbitt, president of 
WNOP, which has some county 
officials as part owners and ex- 
ecutives will continue to do sports 
program on WKRC, CBS affiliate, 
which he joined nearly a decade 
ago. His station will follow the 
news-on-the-hour, music, 
and public interest pattern and al- 
ready has arranged to carry all 
Ohio State football games. 

Four former Crosley _ staffers, 
popular in these parts, are on 
WNOP schedules. Ramona, pianist- 
singer, and her husband, Al Hel- 
fer, who did sports before turning 
commentator, are doing a 
half-hour “Breakfast at 8’ music 
and chat program from their 
home. Burt Farber, pianist, and 
Sylvia, warbler, are doing. sep- 
arate morning and evening disk 
jockey stints. 

Cincy’: fourth FM station, 
WSAI-FM,. Marshall Field  prop- 
erty anc ABC affiliate, is sched- 
uled to tee off Sept. 1. 


CHI STATION OWNER 
ROBBED BY GUNMEN 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 

Gene T. Dyer, owner of WAIT, 
Chicago, was robbed of money and 
jewelry valued at $23,000 when five 
gunman forced their way into his 
Libertyville, IUll., home Sunday 
night (28). Dyer, his wife, and 
E. J. Bulwinkel, who works at 
Dyer’s Skycrest Country Club, near 
Libertyville, were bound and left 
on the floor while the bandits ran- 
sacked the house. 

Loot included a $10,000 diamond 
ring and a collection of firearms 
valued at $2,000. 








Harris-Faye-Maxwell 
Troupe Back From Europe 


Back from a British vaude tour 
and a stint in Gerniany, where 
they entertained American occupa- 
tion troops, Phil Harris, Alice 
Faye, Marilyn Maxwel! and guilar- 
ist Frank Remley of Harris’ radio 
show, returned to the Coast Fri- 
day (20). 

Harris, who acquired a British 
auto abroad, motored to the Coast 
in it accqmpanied by Remley. 


sports | 





after a brain operation last Friday 
(20) in N. Y. hospital. He was 
transferred there in serious con- 
dition Wednesday (18) from the 
Hospital for Joint Diseases, N. Y. 
According to physicians, he will be 
hospitalized for a month or more, 


| Setting up a couple of disk albums the newshawks. Initial guest will 
of children’s stories created by the pe Anne O -iare McCormick, Times 
radio scripter perforce, as result | foreign news analyst. 

| of his private charity work in mak- | 

| fag the renpde' Page Angeles | 

| children’s wards and entertaining | ; ni 

| them as a raconteur. x es gna SoM t 

| Having run out of Aesop and om brain ration 
| Anderson and kindred material.) Radio director Earle soln is 
| Lewis started improvising, from | ted i tisfact ditior 
|which evolved the idea of waxing | "Por ec in satisiactory condition 
his original kiddie tales. When 

| the nurses heard his “Horse for a 

| Day,” ad lib born of emergency, 

|they suggested book publication. 

| From that stemmed the disk idea. 

\“Horse for a Day,” incidentally, 

was a “consequence” on Edwards 

T or C program, having to do with| but is expected to be able ulti- 
the lucky horse who lunches with |r ately to resume his career. 
Trigger (Roy Rogers’ horse), basks| As retiring national president of 
in Hollywood Park watching all the the Radio & Television Directors 
other horses run, solos in the win- Guild, McGill flew to the Coast a 
me gy mo as a surefire derby | couple of weeks ago to attend the 


Miss Faye (Mrs. Harris), Miss Max- 
well and Mrs. Remley trained out. 
Harris resumes his airer Oct. 3 
while Miss Maxwell is mulling an 
indie film. 


Seattle AFRA Elects 


Minneapolis, Aug. 24. 
Gordon Tuell, KIRO announcer, 
has been elected president of the 
Seattle local of the American Fed- 











} 


_ Fort Wayne — William A. Kun- 
| kel, 3d, has become treasurer of 
, Northeastern Indiana Broadcasting 
'Co., Inc., which operates WKJG 
and WKJG-FM, Fort Wayne, suc- 
ceeding Frank E. McKinney, who 
sold his stock to W. A. Kunkel, Jr., 
| president of the firm. Virgil M. 


ted a director, succeeding McKin- 
ney. 


|organization’s convention. But he 
,collapsed on the way and was taken 
directly from the airport to the 
hospital. He was brought back on 
| the train a week later by William 
| Sweets, new RTDG prez, and Mrs. 
Sweets. 








Boston—John Wilkoff has been 


+ Simmons, Bluffton, Ind., was elec- appointed promotion manager at 


'WCOP, Hub’s ABC outlet. He was 
formerly with WCAE, Pittsburgh. 


eration of Radio Artists, succeed- 


served as president for the past 
two years. 

Fred Vonn, KING, was named 
vice-president; Bob Spence, free- 
lancer, ageretery-tepceuren, an 


ing secretary. Hanser and Jack 
Kinzel, KIRO, former business 
agent were chosen delegates to the 





national convention. 


ing Cliff Hansen, KJR, who had- 


Gloria Thompsén, KOMO, record: | 


By JACK MEAKIN 

I had a rather disquieting experi- 
ence recently. I was introduced 
to a gentleman at a party and in 
the course of our conversation he 
asked me: “Aren’t you in radio?” 
And when I told him I was, he 
asked: “‘Are you an actor?” ‘No,’ 
I answered, “I’m the musical direec- 
tor on ‘The Great Gildersleeve’ 
program.” “Why, that’s one of my 
favorite programs,” he said, “that 
Gildy kills me.” Then, with a 
questioning glance at me, he con- 
tinued rhetorically: ‘But there’s no 
music on that show, is there? It’s 
a situation comedy show.”’ 

And that’s where I rose to my 
own defense. With the courage of 
a crusader I looked my newly- 
‘made acquaintance squarely in the 
eye and asked: ‘Have vou -ever 
heard a musical bridge? You 
know, that little snatch of music 
that ‘bridges’ from one scene to 
the next?” I think only in kind- 
ness to me he hesitated before an- 
swering: “No, I don’t think I have.” 

I hunched my chair closer to his 
and began: “First of all, let’s see 
how important the musical bridge 
is to the dramatic or situation com- 
edy radio program. Radio appeals 
to only one of our six serfses, the 
ear. All other forms of dramatie 
entertainment are visual. The 
audience at a play, opera, or film 
can see the action as well as hear 
the dialog. The audience can 
also see the setting in which the 
action takes place. In radio the 
listening audience can only hear 
the action. 

A Tall Assignment 

“Thus, music is employed to as- 
sist in providing the setting in 
which the action takes place. Mu- 
sic must substitute for the curtain 
rising and falling at the beginning 
and ending of every act. The mu- 
sical bridge must take the place of 
a change of scene on the stage or 
a dissolve on the screen. It must 
completely describe the mood at 
the end of one scene and just as 
/completely transport the listener 
to the mood at the beginning of 
the next. And this all in 10 sec- 
'onds, for if the bridge is too long 
|or too involved it ruins the pace 
and the program has a tendency to 
drag. 

“And another thing,’ I con- 
, tinued,” “a lot of thought and hard 
| work are put into the composition 
of musical bridges. Unlike the mo- 
, tion pictures in which the com- 
poser of the musical background 
is able to develop a mood through- 
out an entire scene or evén many 
scenes, the composer of dramatic 
music for radio has to create his 
mood quickly and accurately. He 
must say musically as much as 


possible or is demanded in the 
shortest possible time. He has 
to say it unobtrusively. If the 


mood of the radio listener changes 
with the musical bridge without 
the listener being conscious of 
what the orchestra was actually 
playing, then the bridge has been 
well written.” 

As I finished we both rose from 
our chairs. The gentleman shook 
my hand weakly, mumbled some- 
thing about musicians, turned and 
walked away. I think I got over 
my point to him, but I don’t know. 


FCC TO LICENSE LOW 








Washington, Aug. 24. 

Noncommercial educational 
| broadcast service of low power, of 
{10 watts or less, will now be li- 
‘censed, the FCC announced last 
week, 

Syracuse and DePauw universi- 
ties have been operating on 2'2 
watts with special temporary per- 
mits, but shortly after the rule is 
changed Sept. 27, Syracuse will be 
granted its application for a li- 
cense. 

FCC said the U. S. Office of Edu- 
cation favors the licensing of low- 
power FM transmitters for school 
Systems. 








Nashville—WSM is inaugurating 
a series of pre-season football 
| broadcasts involving facilities of 
| 8ix stations in the South. 
| Broadcasts to be transcribed on 
college campuses, will be packaged 
/4s a quarter-hour 13 week series 
| and offered. for individual spon- 
| Sorship in each of the towns in- 
. volved. 


POWER SCHOOL SERVICE 
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Lack of Recorded Songs for Ballyhoo 
Crimping Many Smaller Publisher 


Most of the medium and smaller +¢ 


| 
‘Something Sweet’ Gets 
| Major Disk Attention 


“Say Something Sweet to Your 
Sweetheart” is the newest melody 
to which all major companies are 
turning recording attention, follow- 
,ing the London disking by Anne 





music publishers are fast approach- 





American Society of Composers, | 


- Authors ind Publishers, is back to | 


normal. Harry Fox, agent and) 
trustee for most pubs in Hollywood 
deals, nas found the traffic in 
licenses back at normal flow for. 
the past week or 10 days even 
though it has got been decided as 
to whetaer a publisher and/or 
songwriters legally own exhibition 
rights, which Justice Leibell de- | 





plant, the largest in its string. 
Decca has folded one plant in New 
York and another in Richmond, 
Ind. 

Xmas biz as a rule consumes an 
increasingly larger slice of produc- 
tion, starting in September, and if 
this year’s holiday sales are even 
fairly close to last season's, quite 
an amount of extra production 
would be necessary to keep up 


‘Shelton znd Sam Browne. Tune 





‘being plagiarized—that’s another 
allegation, coupled with the charge 
|against VARIETY. 

| Crestview Music Corp., Burke, 
Van Heusen, Inc., Edwin H. Morris 
'& Co., Inc.. King Cole and Eden 
. Ahbez, ASCAP, Deems_ Taylor, 
(Continued on page 44) 








NY. State Tax Men Don't Agree With 
U.S. Supreme Ct, Causing Tangles 








| legit theatre, and in the Embassy 
he would have two weekly broad- 
casts over one of the major net- 
| works, with Mundo and Belgrano 
battling for the honor. The blue- 
|print also called for two Cugat 
‘shows at the Luna Park Staditim, 


‘which seats around 20,000, at popu- 
‘lar prices. 
| Deal involved some $80,000 


|nitery, after midnight. In addition | 
Berlin's Boft 
. 


| 


* Imminent issuance by the Amer- 


from the bandleader, The tangle 
is driving band accountants crazy. 





Sheet hewn) Nee ae 


Cy asaees 
yee 


preg 





London, Aug. 24. 
Irving Berlin, currently visiting 
London is proving receptive to sug- 


(U. S.) between transportation and 
‘talent fees, and the financing 
hinged on the Mar del Plata Casino | 


eee 
nay 


cided were not ASCAP’s. with demand at the same time pop | Pp A &R Men 
_. Fox has been quoting prices to and classical fare gets its share, | op 

Hollywood producers, who must! Mercury label, incidentally, | 
have a constant flow of music re- claims that instead of being off in| 


earch 


wa 
‘ 











Bardless cf legal stymies, whieh in- | 


clude “if and when” clauses. These | 
producers will pay for exhibition It’s asserted, for example, that 
rights on top of sync rights as soon 


as the snarl is focused. 

Meanwhile, ASCAP itself has not 
Made any moves. Robert W. Pat- 
terson, ex-Secretary of War and 
President of the N. Y. Bar Assn., 
whom ASCAP retained to advise it 
On the case, is still on vacation. 
He's studying the testimony and 


Sion, and is expected to return | 
the first week in September with a | 


course iaid out for ASCAP. It’s 
quite possible. many music men 
feel, that he will advise against ap- 
Pealing from Justice Leibell's far- 
Teaching decisien and, instead, fa- 


vor seeking a consent decree from veteran 


Government, which would put 
ASCAP beyond the reach of mo- 
nopoly suits. 


ROW ON STANDBYS 
FOR CANADIAN FAI 


Toronto, Aug. 24. 





' has 
symp 


sales all through the slump, it ac- 
tually has been increasing totals. 


sales foc the current month are 
running 36% ahead of August, 
1947. «The company, of course, is 


larger now than it was then. 


40 SEATTLE TOOTERS 





FORM SYMPH ORCH Since the advent of the type of tune 
that is more successful currently 
‘than the best Tin Pan Alley writ-. 
Long-brewing controversy over ers can dream up, a &t execs have 
symphony orchestra activities here become so conscious of what they 
resulted in formation of a term “commercial” music that it 
h by 40 Seattle musicians and occupies most of their conversa- 
appointment of Cecilia Schultz, tion and planning. 
concert manager and 1c 
lessee of the Moore theatre, as occupy many of the pesitions on. 


Seattle, Aug. 24. 


‘toire directors of various recording 
companies are beginning to show 
the effects of the buffeting they've 
‘taken in recent weeks from tunes 
‘that ordinarily would be shunted 
‘inte the hillbilly and country music 
divisions, of not recorded at ail. 


And for good reason. Such tunes 


manager of the as-yet unnamed each company’s private bestseller 


outfit. 


The new group proposes lists, and combined disk bestsellers 


to play 16 concerts at the Moore, show 10 of the 25 slots taken by 
but conferences are still continuing material that formerly received 


between the musicians group and only brief attention. 


As a result, 


the executive board of the Seattle a &t heads accustomed to dealing 


Symphony Orchestra Assn. 


The Symphony Assn, had an- 
nounced that it would operate dur- 
Decision of the Canadian Na- ing the coming season with guest 


with “smart” music don’t” take 
many chances with “corn.” The 


ple anywhere they assign it for 
cutting immediately. This week, 


tional Exhibition authorities to dis- conductors, and that hiring of a : 

_— with Canadian standby bands permanent conductor and rye ex- eh ar geo eg Guencthing feet 
i doen i seas ‘ou ave ys : 

# connection with the appearances pansion of the season to Your Sweetheart,” and are eye- 


ere of Tommy Dorsey. Gene to wait on greater tinancial aid. 
pa and the Olsen and Johnson The formation of a “permanent 


ing “Cornbelt Symphony.” 
It’s possible, too, that the earthy 


8randstand show, has given rise to symphony orchestra” by 40 musi- pny , ‘ 
a di ical - Cis nbers of the type of material is influencing sales 
dispute between the Musical Pro- cians, all regular met in the straight hillbilly and coun- 


tive Assn. and civic officials of 

ada’s annual two-weeks’ fair. 
Unless matter is settled, Canadian 
Union musicians with other CNE 
attractions may withdraw. 

Apart from Dorsey and Krupa 
engagements, controversy centers 
on the imported 40-piece orchestra 
to play for Olsen and Johnson's 

ffacade of 1948,” which is be- 
the produced by Leon Leonidoff as 
grandstand attraction. Claim is 
that the Canadian union wants a 
orchestra unit to play for 


the outdoor acts preceding the 


Oas revue. 


former orchestra, followed. 





CAMPBELL’S SAILING 


| Jimmy Campbell ‘ex-Reg Con- arnold recording. 


try musie division. The bestseller 
list of RCA-Victor, tor example, 
was topped last week by an Eddy 
He led all pop 


nelly’s music publishing and song- artists and bands in sales. 


smithing partner) is now slated to 

sail from Los Angeles Aug. 29 on 

the S. S. Trondanger,. instead of 

coming to New York and ae 
is native 

oie Caen oh amaaial week to get his new Hollywoed of- 


low and a host of show- fice underway. 


‘England. 
Sam Cos 


| ‘ is aid during re- 
peonrg oe = in the Riverside will head the branch. 


cent iacarcera ' 
, (Cal.) jail on @ check charge. 





Glaser’s Coast Look 
Joe Glaser, head of Associated 
Booking, hops for the Coast this 


Milt Deutsch, for- 
mer partner in Continental Artists, 


Glaser stays west only a week. 


| Pop division artists and reper-— 


minute one begins to cause a rip-| 


sort all on spendfg sprees, bring- 
ing Cugat south would be a paying 
proposition. 

However, when Cugat’s reps ap- 
proached the program director of 
the Mar del Plata gambling spots, 
they found that the latter—a politi- 
cal appointee of the Buenos Aires 
provincial government—is a dental 


e tiein. Impresarios feel that with; : 
ae : _ gestion thrown out by Emile Litt- 
Corn Conscious _holiday-makers at the Atlantic re ler that he should come back here 


surgeon with only a very timited | 


knowledge of the entertainment 
field. He had never heard of 
Cugat’s Latin terping, and blinked 
‘at the asking price, stating that he 
“could easily get several local 
classical orchestras together for 
less than that amount.” This prac- 
_tically stymied the deal, and 
Cugat’s reps are now dickering 
with impresarios on this Uru- 
guayan side ofthe River Plate, to 
spot him in the Uruguavan resort 
casinos, of which there aye several 
of a suitable size. 


GLEN GRAY SLATED 
TO REORG LOMA BAND 


Glen Gray, who disbanded his 
orchestra months ago to temporari- 
ly retire to his Plymouth, Mass.. 
home, is bent on reorganizing his 
Casa Loma orchestra. However, 
when plans are finally blueprinted, 
they'll call for a combo consisting 
of a maximum of perhaps 15 men 
as against the much larger outfit he 
broke up. 

Gray split the band originally 
due to difficulties the band busi- 
ness was in last winter, plus which 
he needed a long rest. It was the 
first time the Casa Loma crew, 





which at one time had been ihe 


No. 1 band of the country, had 
been out of existence in about 18 
years. , 





Fay’s theatre, Providence, will 
resume vaude Sept. 3, booked by 
Joe Feinberg agency. 


to write a successor for “Annie Get 
, Your Gun” at the m. also 
to star Dolores Gray and Bill John- 


son. Berlin says he would like. 


nothing better, but emphasizes i 
would not be done before “Annie” 
terminates its run, and that is not 
likely to be for at least another 
year. 

Next Thursday (26) Berlin planes 
out to Deauville on a two-day trip 
to present prizes to winners of a. 
songwriting contest, and is sched- 
uled to fly baek to New York on 
Sept. 2. 

Sengsmith made his first English 
music hall appearance many 
years when he stepped up from 
the audience at the Palladium at 
the behest of the headlining An- 
drews Sisters. Berlin brought 
down the house with his eracked- 
voice renditions and, to further 
sew up the audience, did a dance 
turn with Patti Andrews. 

The Andrews are crowding the 
Palladium theatre record now held 
by Danny Kaye. Grosses are re- 
ported close to the absolute house 
capacity of $32,000. 


LES BROWN RENEWED 
FOR BOB HOPE SHOW 


Les Brown's orch has been re- 
newed for the Bob Hope show 
which returns to the air Sept. 14. 
He'll use a 19-piece band, consist- 
ing of four sax, five brass, four 
rhythm and six strings, a much 
smaller group than he conducted 
on last season's show. 

Brown’s and the Skinny Ennis 
bands are the only two Hope has 
used for more than one season. 
Pacting of Brown's orch is one of 
the first moves toward organizing 





the upcoming season’s cast, sf} 


other elements of last season's cast 


jhaving been dropped. 
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Inside Orchestras—Music 


ee Wee Hunt's waxing of “12th Street Rag” for Capitol Records is | 


FB aed the few disklicks in wax history which Was actually etched as a 
io transcription, not a platter. Capitol recorded the item last vear 

a portion of transeription series Hunt made for subsid of the stand- 
ard Cap label. Several months ago Cap execs exhumed the work, cut a 

s out of ityand marketed it as a straight disk. Nationally, “Rag” 
Sas reeked up sales orders totalling 450,000 copies. Hunt, who waxed 
tune at a flat fee, has been given a new royalty per-platter sale ticket. 
Hunt hit has reawakened interest in his outfit and General Artists Corp. 
signed combo to three-year paci, inking crew into Rag Doll, Chi nitery, 
next month at $1,250 per week. Hunt cut away from Music Corp. of 
America ‘ate last spring after being with that agency for about five 
years, since he broke with Casa Loma to form own combo here. 

Columbia Records is continuing the idea of selecting from time to 
fime five new releases and concentrating exploitation and promotion on 
them. Company feels that it was very successful with the initial five 
disks so marked for special attention, and during the past two weeks 
concluded choosing the second five. 

Among the new sides to be spotlighted by extra-powerful promotion 
are Dinah Shore’s “Buttons and Bows” and Frank Sinatra’s ‘“Melan- 
choly Baby” and “Kiss Me Again.” Initial batch consisted of Doris 
Day-Buddy Clark’s “Love Somebody,” still riding high; Sinatra’s “I’ve 
Got a Crush On You”; Kay Kyser’s “Woody Woodpecker” (which 
needed little promotion), and two others. 





Max C. Freedman, who collaborated on “Heartbreaker.” “Sioux City 
Sue” and “Tea Leaves,” among the past vear’s hits, authored “Give 
Me Back .Those Kisses,” in collaboration with Jean Blaine and Sid 
Onflick. Recorded by Emile Cote for the Algene label, Leeds Music 
just picked it up for publication. Despite the Petrillo ban, the song- 
smith states he hit his peak in the last two or three years, both for 
diskings and publicatiens, after more than 30 years of songwriting. This 
Jeads him to the conclusion that, despite the fact he often wanted to 
quit, his wife’s axiom may have been correct when she persisted, “A 
winner never quits and a quitter never wins.” 

Musicians’ Local 47 has determined that after next Wednesday (1) 
all arrangers, orchestrators and copyists must collect half the fee for 
any job upon contracting for it and the rest of the coin when they turn 
in the work. Exclude@ from this regulation is any work performed for 
a film studio or radio network program. 
lowing numerous complaints by arrangers that various bands haven’t 
been paying off for arrangements. Films and radio have caused no 
squawks in this regard. Members of Local 47 are being notified that 
any arrangers found violating the new regulation may be punished by 
the Trial Board. 





Latest record of the month club, called ‘Music of the Month Club,” 
made its bow in Chicago recently. It purposes to operate like the 
book of the month clubs, offering free albums with every five albums 
bought, the yearly minimum requirement. Buyer has choice of five 
albums per month. Music shops will take subscriptions, but shipments 
will be made direct. 
diskers, but no names were given out and check with the majors re- 
vealed that none had any deals with the company. First album is due 
out Sept. 10. 





Eight Benny Goodman sides, featuring Peggy Lee. will be released 
by Columbia Records this week but chirp will get no coin despite equal 
billing with bandleader. Miss Lee made sides when earning $100 
weekly with Goodman orch in 1941 and she received from BG $25 


the platters primarily because Miss Lee is this year, on Capitol label, 
the best-selling femme singer on shellac. 
+ 


Upbeat 


New York 


Les Elgart formed a new band 








New Favor Cues Release 
Of 1933 Boswell Disk 


Connee Boswell recording of 


“Underneath the Arches,” made in 
1933 for the old Brunswick label, 
in N.Y. consisting of five brass. will be released this week by Co- 
four Sax, three rhythm ... Pat lumbia Records to take advantage 
Laird. who was with Russ Morgan of the new surge here of the Eng- 
potere, rejoins the — .. eo lish tune. Disk will be backed by 

ore ... Geor arlo : on seyne 2 ~ 
back in N.Y. af giving up on | Miss Boswell's “It’s All My Fault. 
quick car wash venture in Wilm- 











and returned to Coast... Thomas big in England in 1932, when the 


G. Rockwell, General Artists pres- Boswell Sisters worked that coun- | 


ident; back in N. Y. from Coast... try. 


Union drew up the rule fol- | 


Contact for selections has been made with 45 | 


| furbishing 


extra for each face etched. Columbia makes no bones about reissuing bagrraarg eres 


| 
{ 
'both Tommy Dorsey and Vaughn 
| Monroe to reopen the room. Dorsey 


| ganization is made up of 33 people 
‘and even if he were to draw flat 


“Arches,” which came to life in| 


ington. Del.. with Leonard Vanner- the U. S. recently due to the Primo | 
son and Dave Jacob, who also quit Scala London label recording, was | 


| Best British Sheet Sellers 


(Week ending Aug. 19) 


| Lendon, Aug. 24. 
Galway Bay.......... Box & Cox. 
\Matlerine ©... ska Maurice | 
Woody Woodpecker __ |. Leeds | 
|Heartbreaker .............. Leeds | 
|Time May Change ...... Connelly | 
You Can't Be True.......Chappell | 
| Four-Leaf Clover ..... F. D. & H.| 
| Dream of Olwen ...... ... Wright | 
Golden Earrings ......... Victoria | 
Near You .. wee Wood | 
Million Tomorrows ..Connelly | 
, Toolie Oolie . Southern 
Second 12 | 
| After All Cinephonic 
Ought to Be Society...... Kassner | 
Nature Boy .. Morris 
Rambling Rose ree Dash 
, Serenade of Bells........ Morris | 
Tree in Meadow ....... Connelly | 
eS ee ee ee Dash 
fCWWEIEEEIOM, Cw cc tee ee Morris | 
Miranda ied: prietua ee Kassner 
You Do ae Oo ae ee Chappell | 
|] May Be Wrong ......... Wright | 
(Wishing Waltz .. Gay | 








DINAH SHORE TO DISK IN. 
ENGLAND WHILE P.A.-ING 


Dinah Shore, one of Columbia | 
Records’ top artists, will cut disks 
in Englan. when she plays the Pal- 
‘ladium theatre, London, next | 
‘month. Columbia has a set of | 
;tunes planned for the singer to 
put on wax with English musicians 
backgrounding. 
Miss Shore arrived in New York 
|yesterday (Tuesday) from the | 
Coast and sails Friday (27) for 
England. She is one of the half. 
dozen or sc major artists who have | 
not done any recording since the | 
disk ban was put into effect last | 
tJan. 1. 





; 
| 


| N.Y. Hotel Penn Maps Bow 


Sept. 20; No Band Set 

Pennsylvania hotel, New York, 
/expects to reopen its Cafe Rouge 
j}about Sept. 20, but as yet hasn't | 





'decided on the choice of a band. 
|'Room folded Saturday (21) for re-| 
at the end of Skitch| 

James McCabe. director of the 
Penn, has had conversations with. 


is said to have asked $4,000 weekly 
to play the spot for the first time 
\in five years, but McCabe won't go 
‘that high. As for Monroe, his or- 


|amy top name perform a tune. It 





scale the tap would be consider-| 
able. 





| 


Chicago, Aug. 24. | 

Broadcast Music, Ine: is expand- | 

ing regional licensing offices. 

throughout the country. 

Field reps are setting up district | 
offices now in major cities. 


BMI Expands Offices E 











The manner in which indie re-, 
cording companies have made the. 
majors look bad in recent months 
has been a source of amazement. 
The indies have consistently bred | 
hits which the majors have been | 
forced to appropriate for their 
own in order to compete. But that 
doesn’t prove anything beyond the 
fact that the indies have been ex- | 
tremely lucky: as for the majors, | 
they were unfortunate in getting 
caught in a switch of public taste! 
at a time when the disk ban pre- 
vented recording. 

As it stands, the smaller com- 
panies accidentally struck the 
mother lode of buying trends | 
mainly beeause they were well 
aware that in using comparatively 
unknown artists to cut major | 
publishers’ pops they would not) 
be able to buck in the market the 
same tunes done by major names. 
So, they were forced to record 
items the majors did not or 
weren't likely to make. When buy- 
ers showed a tendency over the 
counter for the simpler corny style 
of music, the indies found them- 
selves in the driver's seat and well 
out in frent of the majors, which 
had simply been following a pat- 

rn. 

The situation proves one thing 
beyond any possible doubt, if there 
are any doubters left on the sub- | 
ject—the song is the primary | 
item. For every indie disk that | 
clicks there are hundreds of badly | 
recorded, poorly rendered and in- | 
adequately processed sides. And’ 
in more than one instance indie | 
hits have been in this category. | 
Yet they have and are clicking, | 
making it quite obvious that a hit | 
will hit regardless of who does it | 


‘or how well, who produces it, and | 
| often with but little help from the | 


promotion pitches of a publisher. 


For years the argument of how 


‘important a major name is to a| ™ 
tune has raged. This artist ov iaat | HONS. 


one has been pointed out as a “hit- | 
maker.” 
it’s much more desirable to have 
a Perry Como, a Bing Crosby or 


gets that much of a headstart. But 
if the tune isn’t there nothing they 
or the publisher can do will make 
it click. 

Ray Antheny “Bye Bye Biues”— 
“London Bridge Is Falling Down” 
(Signature). Ray, Anthony's 
orchestra has moved back into a 
more commercial style and is mak- 
ing good strides, particularly in 
the midwest. This release of “Bye 
Bye” is fine from the b.o. angle. 
Arranged much like Tommy Dor- 
sey might have done it in 1940, the 
side uses 2a dance beat and Ronnie 
Beauville and band chorus for ex- 
cellent results. Jocks and jukes 
will both find it good. “London 
ridge’ opens its run like it would 
race “Blues.” but it stumbles over 
an arranger’s imagination and falls 


flat. 

Bing Cresby “Ain't Doin Bad 
Doin’ Nothin’”—“‘Ida I Do.” (Decca). 
Both sound like they were made 
last year. when Crosby didn’t care 


seems to fit the song nicely 


'Shere in 


| erns. 


There's no question that | seemed like a very 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By Bernie Woods 





. 


“Ain't” seems just what the tune 
needs; he develops a mood — 
version of the oldie “Ida” doesn't 
carry much appeal. 


Dinah Shore “S’ Wonderful”—_ 


“Let's Do It” (Columbia). A pair- 
ing that will get a let of plays all 
around. Clark, whe seems at his 
best working with Columbia's 
distaff side. combines with Miss 
two excellently done 
pieces of Cole Porter and George 
and Ira Gershwin. “Wonderful 

rolls along at an easy dance beat 
while the two play catch with the 
lyric. Flipover cutely trips 
through the verse and duplicates 
the punch of the first. Twe good 

ts. 

Vie Damone “Lillette’” — “Night 
Has a Thousand Eyes” (Mercury). 
“Lillette” has a good chance to go 
places and Damone’s disking of it 
sparkles. His vocal is well drawn 
at an easy up-tempo, ably aided 
by Mitchell Miller’s tush back- 
grounding. Reverse also is bright 
with possibilities; a smart rendi- 


‘tion ofthe title tune of a Para- 


mount picture, it has a keen edge. 
Gien Osser’s band accomps 
smoothly. 

Bing Cresby-Andrews Sisters “At 
the Flying W’-—“A Hundred and 
Sixty Acres” (Decca), Two west- 
Crosby and the trio have a 
lot of fun with “W" and get out 
a side that tops all previeus disks 
on the new pop. Cut at a medium 
beat, it's real bright under the 
treatment. Jukes and jocks will 
use it. Reverse, also a newie, is a 


pleasant companion piece. Vic 
+ mopee orchestra backs both 
sides. 


Les Brown “A Woman Always 
Understands” — “Floatin” ‘(Cotum- 
bia). Brown's arrangement and 
Eileen Wilson's vecal of “Woman” 


| do something to the ballad which 


lifts it far above previous rendi- 
At ballad pace, the treat- 
ment burnishes . what 


nary 
ledy. It’s an unusual tune, “Float- 
in’” is a drive piece borrowed 
from the jazz field. It's well pla 
ami will give jocks in that 
fresh fare. 

Anne Vincent “Cornbelt Sym- 
phony” — “A Strawberry 4 
(Mercury). “Cornbelt” is just 
about the last werd ‘in the earthy, 
ripe style that has been clicking 
lately. It has possibilities. Miss 
Vincent makes of it a commercial 
disk to musical aceompaniment 
that might have been dreame 
by Spike Jenes in. one of his 
quieter moments. “Moon” 
pops up as a listenable melody 
doesn't draw much effort from 
a Vincent or her accompani- 
men 


Ends” (Decca). Typicai Jordan, 
with “Candle” a shade the better. 
Fither side, however, will get 
Jordan into a lot of jukes and 
jocks spins. “Agree’’ is done slower 
and the lyrie less wordy than the 
flipever. But it’s “Candie” that 
works best. 





much. But his lazy approach to 





Commodore Reeords wrote a new 
tontract with production employees 
union for Yonkers plant, losing | 
only one day's work; it had been 
rumored plant had shut down .. . 
Regen 
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Platter Pointers 
Gorden Jenkins “M tan 


10 Best Sellers on Coin-Machines!*c**M##tst2" cz. tgigunuze 


don Jenkins, writer and conductor, 
draws a grand e of the 
thoughts that occupy the minds of 
most Manhattanites who remain 
out of town too long It’s all 
framed in excellent musical ideas 
and impressively performed 
= ~ Dsconadite chorus. 
Le narrates. 

will find it a must .. . National has 
issued four sides by 
(now with a two st: 

a semi-standard a new piece— 
“I'm In the Mood fer Love” — 
“Long Long Journey,” and “All 
the Things You Are”—“Don’t Take 
Your Love From Me.” ‘They're 
fine pieces .. . Ethel Smith (Decea) 
gives jocks some new organ 

with solid diski of “By the 
Waters of the tonka™” and 
“Parade of the Wooden Soldiers” 
... Also good stuff is the Gelden 
Gate Quartet pairing of “Do Unte 
Others” and “Hush.” 


| Kapp Sails for U. S. 

_ Jack Kapp, president of Decca, 
| sails for home today (Wednesday) 
from England abeard the Queen 
Mary. He's been in England and 
jon the Continent since mid-July, 
and during his London stay made 
recordings with the Andrews Sis- 
ters, who were over there te play 
‘the Palladium theatre. 


Milton R. Rackmil, Deeca execu- 
tive v.p.. left New York 


Fe 


i 











Leuis Jerdan “We Can't ee” 
—‘Don't Burn the Candle At h. 


e 


Billy Eckstine 
Standards, . 


S 





——S 


Bt Rina 


Ree ei 


pee 


ee iia 


Steg, 





re 


(20) for a month’s vacation 
j waii. 


dist b oF ~“c * 6 a { Dick Haymes cca 
ribut i ega (Sab shes see ° 
Records, Ltd. i. 8 1T’s MAGIC (9) (Witmark) oe eee eee meee re ennne } Doris Day 7 aie Columbia 
oe at Pens laggy Sere | 2. TREE IN MEADOW (4) (Shapiro-B) .............. Sk eeu . Margaret Whiting...... Capitol 
Park, N. J., drawing 18,000 people 3. YOU CALL EVERYBODY DARLING (8) (Mayfair)...... wore. begr : f + a eeu ‘cone 
ix days ‘ {Jon & Sandra Steele..... mon 
stele, nes Sekides salary. 4. MY HAPPINESS (15) (Blasee) Frseeeserstsseeeeeeescoesees ) Died Pipers -. 5 ee . Capitol 
Rav Fg womb with 30 5 12TH STREET RAG (2) (Shapiro-B)..............-..+...+++ Pee Wee Hunt.......... Capitol 
single act and added Rita Ryan... 2 6. YOU CAN'T BE TRUE DEAR (20) TBiltmore)............. .. Griffin Wayne ........... Rondo 
Charlie Ventura-Billy Eckstine set 7. HAIR OF GOLD (2) (Mellin)... ...........-.eeee eee eens .. Harmonicats ......... Universal, 
a oo achicago, opr tate ¢ & MAYBE YOU'LL BE THERE (4) (BVC)..........-.-- ++: . Gordon Jewkins ........ Decca 
_ Strand theatre, N-Y¥., Sept. 17, first 2 9. LOVE SOMEBODY (10) (Kramer-W.)......------ 0. -ss++s D. _— Clark .... . Cobamble 
date way mo \Kay Kyser........... ‘olum 
; Sian Kenton ints Faremmcent thee: 10. WOODY WOODPECKER SONG (13) (Leeds) .... ...---+-. Mel Blanc-Rbertemen.. . Capitol 
tre about Dec. 1. 
Norman Cogan’s orch closes at c ° U 
Hotel Sevén Gables, Greentield ' omits. p 
Park. N. Y., Labor Day, then moves 
to Hotel Erin, Atlantic City, for ; McKinley........... ric 
four weeks. _4 LONG WAY FROM ST. LOUIS (Jewel) ...-...- +++ +e -seeeeeeeree — ce Lv 
» | COOL WATER (Ameriean)...... eee tee es eT ee aug n Monroe......... ctor 
* { Prame Seale... ...0.00%. London 
. UNDERNEATH THE ARCHES (Robbins). .........---+ee+ee88> ) Andrews Sisters......... Decea 
Al Traee’s orch at Blackhaw {Perry Como...........-. Victor 
vine = es Gome- RAMBLING ROSE (eo | Peer ee ee | Tony Pastor.......... Columbia 
bell Music Sarah Vaughan re | GORD. oo ceccicecvecoves givcsvees eocccsces Mip Cole... .....esscces Capitol 
. (2 pur EM IN BOX (Remick)... .. fers 
urns te Biue Note after Chicago IN, JOE, RUN (Preview) ........+-- ccesocvoctssevenvessesetes Louis Jordan............ Decca 
tre hiatus, Aug. 30, backed by 4 RUN, JOP, BU: {Emil Cote............Columbia 
~ Massie aut Setieg Moms |} TEA LEAVES (Morris) .....0.+----sesecceeseesrecseserer ere: ia see rr 
Miff Mote e Tatum n | Patti Page............. Mercury 
Oct. 11 at fa pote “Bullets” CONFESS (Oxford) .......--2ececeeeeeee recs eee eerseee serene: Pore eg aie MGM 
Dergem in for Cavanaugh : amen 7) 5. 18h. Saceerenh Art Mooney ....... .....M-GM 
toe at — ; cere ioe TS canal gat 7 ererre Vaughn Monroe ......... Victor 
Esitech into Brown hotel, —o" z MAHARAJAH OF MAGIDOR (Mutual)... ---+--sssss ; 
Ville. after Palmer House  stin : —" 
a Sept. 15... . Carl Samds, house z [Figures in parentheses indicate number of weeks song has been in the Top 10.) 
- Orch leader at Oriental, gelebrates ¢ 
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Installment Payoff Gets 
Coast Nitery Operator 
_ Off Musicians Blacklist 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. | 


Billy Berg’s Hollywood nitery | 
has been removed from the Ameri- | 
can Federation of Musician’s black- 
list after discussions with Ed Bai- 
Jey, prexy of Negro Musicians’ Lo- 
cal 767. 

Recently the AFM international 
headquarters relayed word here to 
Local 767 that Berg should be put | 
on “defaulter” list because he still | 
owed some coin to Louis Arm- 
strong for a date trumpeter’s com- 
bo essayed sometime ago at the 
Vine: street jazz grotto. Bailey 
and Berg have worked out a deal | 
whereby nitery can pay off over a | 
period of time. It was felt that | 
spot could corral the coin to pay 
off only through full operation, so_ 
arrangement was made whereby | 
union okayed entry of Dizzie Gil- 
lespie into spot. Blessing of 
James C. Petrillo was secured 
thereafter. 

This is one of the few instances 
on record whereby the AFM has 
given a nitery or ballroom an okay 
on such an arrangement. Local 47, 
the white musicians’ organization 
also took Berg off its blacklist af- 
ter being told of the deal. 


Oberstein Adds Plant 
In L.A. for New Label 


Eli Oberstein has put a Los An- 
geles factory into operation to sup- | 
plement production of his new 
Varsity label. Plant, consisting of | 
10 presses, was one formerly owned | 
by Al Middleman and used to press 
the latter’s Sterling label. Middle- | 
man was a partner with Oberstein 
in the Hit Record firm, sold to Ma- | 
jestic.” 

Oberstein claims to be disposing 
of 100,000 copies weekly of his 39c 
sides, virtually all going to chain 
stores. 

i stcedeneiiehiaatiemmatiendee kumita acumen 


RAMBLING 
ROSE 


By JOE BURKE and 
JOE McCARTHY, JR. 


LAUREL MUSIC CO. 


1619 Broadway, New York 


‘TOMMY VALANDO 
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VA ETY ry -~ | 
Survey of retail disk best ws i ae ~ : 
sellers, based on reports ob- $s aisi ticls& te 3 
tained from leading stores in @ s/is| §/0 o > © | 
12 cities, and showing com- = & az\|e Ele!l® ES Siaia| Tt 
parative sales rating for this 2 S _le a 5/2] @ D = S | 4 | 0 
and last week. Q Bl) els eo eis iv, etelisiz2it 
ST SI Sl Elsi Plein nl ai sis le] a 
. =| 2) sip /O8] 1/8/44) 8;E}&) si 1 
° Tielell id] sleigisililis 
i mi 4 ee 77] w 
National Week Ending q Pm O|s | £| 3/8 | Hl=\|s a . 
Rating A 21 Sj ej Ji fi hl ez ligt] a) 8/8 ‘ 
ug. ~ Si sia la)/=§1/8 eisai e)sisin 
; gi fi SIiEl, Simirselelsiel » 
This Last els =i & | wv 2 21 s/siSis|s I 
wk wk. — Artist, Label, Title 1 | | aa | elaoinlislalals= | £10 | S 
MARG ARET WHITING (Capitol 
1 2 “Tree in the Meadow” ‘ Jae 1 7 va a. eZ 73 
PEE WEE HUNT (Capitol 
2 1 “12th Street Rag”............... Ss 2.3% @ 9 8 1 -— 2 *F 56 
DORIS DAY (Columbia) 
3 3 “It’s Magic’... 1 1 2 1 3 8 10 51 
K. GRIFFIN-J. WAYNE (Rondo) 
4 3 we ou Cc an t Be True, Dear”’...... 2 0) 8 5 8 5 3 4 5 530 
AL TRACE (Regent) 
5 S “You Call Everybody Darling”. 4 3 3 6 6 gy 35 
DORIS DAY-B. CLARK (Col 
6 4 “Love Somebody”. efy eS 7 7 PE | 4 5 10 34 
JON-SONDRA STEELE (Damon) 
7 10 “My Happiness” er ee Re ae 6 5 °4 26 
GORDON JENKINS Wines) 
8 7 “Maybe You’ ll Be There”........ 8 4 i 6 25 
PIED PIPERS (Capitol) 
9 6 “My Happiness” . tat weet 8 4 3 2 22 
PERRY COMO (Victor) 
10 11 “It Only Happens”.............. 10 8 4 Sa 20 
SARAH VAUGHAN (Musicraft) 
11 15 “It’s Magic” ree 1 2 19 
ELLA FITZGERALD (Decca) 
12 10 “My _Happiness” FM EE Gish s. o's dc4c6 9 1 5 18 
MEL BLANC-SPORTSMEN (Cap) 
13A 10 “Woody Woodpecker”........... 2 7 4 15 
PRIMA SCALA (London) 
13B 8 “Underneath the Arches” 3 4 15 
ANNIE VINCENT (Mercury) 
14A 14 “You Call Everybody Darling”.... 7 1 14 
VAUGHN MONROE (Victor) 
14B PEGE WEEE shee cass cbc pe 14 
SPIKE JONES (Victor) 
15 “William Tell Overture”. = RT 3 6 13 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
16 D i“ Wee RMON os. 5 ons ke ce 10 10 7 5 12 
DICK HAYMES (Decca) 
17 16 “It’s | Magic”... : rer S23 11 
E RAY I McKINLEY (Victor) 
18A 12 “You Came a Long Way”........ ‘ 1 » . a 10 
ART MOONEY (M-G-M) 
18B 9 “Blue Bird ef Happiness”........ , 1 10 
TONI HARPER (Columbia) 
19A “Candy Store Blues”............ 5 8 9 
GORDON MacRAE (Capitol) ; 
19B a ft Sonera . 2 ‘ 2 ‘ 9 
HARMONICATS (Universal) 
SO. Te ORR ee ey 5 eh bo Stee cc eee 3 8 
BING CROSBY (Decca) 
21 SSP ors re a | 
1 2 3 * 5 
FIVE TOP EMPEROR WALTZ ALBUM NO. 3 LATIN AMERICAN PREVIN PLAYS MUSIC FOR 
2 FAVORITES PIANO ROMANCING 
ALBUMS Bing Crosby Mi Rees Freddy Martin Andre Previn Paul Weston 
Decca Decca Victor Victor Capitol 




















Words and Music by 


BERNIE WAYNE 


and 


BEN RALEIGH 


YOU 
WALK BY 


CAVALIER MUSIC 
1619 Bway, New York 19 

















| band coming here after 18-week 








Madhatters Have to Add 


Man in Pitt Wrangling 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 24. 
Madhatters, crazy-house type 


run at Town Casino, Buffalo, had 
to add another man for their local! | 
engagement at the Ankara. 

. Union deal at highway spot calls 
for eight musicians, and Madhat- 
ters is seven-piece outfit, but Loca! 
60 refused to make any coneéssions 
and group put on Ivan Morris, | 
Pittsburgh trumpeter. He just sits | 
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SIVE 
NAGEMEWNT.- 


Ave... New York 22 


Pi 


9-4600 





| The Greatest Names in Jazz 


iT LOUIS ARMSTRONG * ! | 


and the ESQUIRE All-Stars | 


EARL FATHA JACK BARNEY | 
: HINES TEAGARDEN BIGARD 
SID ARVELL VELMA 

CATLETT SHAW MIDDLETON 


Click, Phila., Starting Sept. 6 


ORIENTAL THEATRE, Chicago 
Weeks of Sept. 23 and 


VICTOR RECORDS 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 


Blo} mc) © & 4 ouae fF: 





in on the dance sessions. 
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Chicage 





Freddy Martin 
Skitch Henderson. 
Bernie Cummins“. 


Bands at Hotel B.O.’s 


Band 


eee 





* New worker, ice show. 


* TR ES 


kes ‘take to 12,000. 





Hotel 
Waldorf (400; $2) 
. Pennsylvania (500; Seay +n 
. New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50). 
B. Barron—3 Suns. .Astor (700; $1-$1.50) .......... 


Covers Tota: | 

Weeks Past Covers 

Played Week On Date 

+b Mane ie con 2,975 7,525 
7 1,275 8,750 

ee 900 3,725 

2 3,125 6,525 





g (Boulevard Room, Stevens, 650; $3. 50 min.-$1 cover). 


Moose co vention helps hold with 4,000. 
Florian ZaBach (Empire Room, Palmer House, 550; $3.50 min.-$1 


cover).: 


‘Summer revue hovering around 2,900. 





‘ tos Angeles 


Dorethy Shay, Jan Savitt (Ambassador, 900; $1.50-$2). 


tabs. 


Jan Garber (Biltmore; 900; $1-$1.50). 


Steady 2,800 covers. 





Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 


Jack Fina (Aragon, $1-$1.15 adm.). 
| walk the edge, but spot got 10,000. 


Marty Gould (Chez Paree, 500; $3. 50 min.). 
| board. fer Danny Thomas. 
Al Trace (Blackhawk, 500; $2.50 min.), 


Fine weather gave nearby Beach- 


Conventioneers over- 


Lush: 6,200.- 


Biz up 35% over last week, 


with disk fave helping sellout at 4,200. 


‘Lawrence Welk (Trianon, $1-$1.15 adm.). 


solid 16,500. 


Continuing strong with 





P (Los Angeles) 
Ziggy Ellman, Top Notchers (Palladium B., Hollywood, 2nd wk.). 


Strong 13,500 callers. 


‘Top 4,100 | 


M. T. Putnam Takes 
Active Charge Of 
~ Vitacoustic Disks 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 

Milton T. Putpam, Universal 
Record prexy, took over active 
management of Vitacoustic Rec- 
ords last week with consent of 
Lloyd Garrett and Jack Buckley, 
president and v. p. of the company, 
respectively. Latter two become 
inactive. Putnam as a creditor was 
not legally entitled to position, but 
court referee Arthur Hall ruled 
that in view of debtors agreeing 
to decision, move could be made. 

Company had filed an operating 
loss statement of $2,275 for July. 
Master-in-chancery had previously 


‘said if statement showed loss he 


would ask for judication, which is 
interpreted to mean an action to 
place business in involuntary bank- 
ruptcy. 

Putnam’s takeover was move to 
avoid this action and was made 
with the consent of the creditor's 
committee. Putnam will make ef- 
fort to dispose of the Vita masters 
as well as to continue to distribute 
disks available. Vita had previ- 
ously offered records to Mercury 


Records but Mercury was only in- , 


terested on a royalty sales basis. 
Universal prexy will move Vita 
offices into Universal headquarters. 
Furniture and other assets will be 
sold, 


‘Secret Music of China’ 
In Album for Col. 


Columbia Records is bringing out 
an unusual album next month, ti- 
| tled “Secret Music of China.” Disks 
'(4) were made in Hollywood prior 
ito the disk ban by a Chinese cast 
|of singers, backed by U. S. 
|cians. All of the music is original. 
| One side at least reflects wartime 
jevents. It’s titled “The Rape of 
| Nanking. *s 
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Featured in M-G-M’s 
“BIG CiTy™ 


| DONT 
| BLAME 
ME 


Music by... 


JIMMY McHUGH 
ROBBINS 

















A GREAT 
RHYTHM BALLAD 


| CONFESS 


OXFORD MUSIC CORPORATION 
1619 Broadway, New York 
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Sure SWEET Hirt! 


SAY SOMETHING 
SWEET TO YOUR 
| SWEETHEART 


on LONDON RECORD #260 with 


THE LAW IS COMIN’ 
FER YA PAW! 


MILLS MUSIC, INC. 
1619 Broadway @ New York 19 
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rer ca =| “RE? Logeing System (ol 
Songs with Largest Radio Audience £ wree'in the Mead bee “Ty 
In the Meadow” : : 
: tg =f ite . Richard Himber’s new development it logging broadcast perform- ( 
Retail eet “Music setie ances lists tunes in the survey, based on four major network schedules. 
The top 33 haat ig week based on the copyrighted Audi- ‘Tree In the Meadow They are compiled an the onesie. of 1 point for sustaining instrumental; 
ence Caverege ae oe of Popular Music Broadcast Over “Mest Requested” Disk 2 points for sustaining vocal; 2 for local commercial instrumental; 3 
Radio ereswor = Di ished by the Office of Research, inc., Dr. 3 | “Pree In the Meadow” for local commercial vocal; 4 Pe net commercial instrumental; 6, net- 
John G. Peatman, Director. j : work commercial vocal. + indicates film excerpt. * stage excerpt. cd Sun 
Survey Week of Aug. 13-19, 1948 sos tg Week of August 13-19, 1948 | sur 
BA ida : , A, Tota that 
A Fella With an Umbrella—j;“Easter Parade”’...... Feist ‘ . S 
De : British Best Seller Ong Publisher Pts. 
A Tree In the Meadow ie eh 5s eae ae Shapire-B “Galewy Bay” A Tree In the penedew—Shapiro . 7... 2c... 1. se oR es os cs ces 252 7 —" 
Blue Bird of Happiness _.. we eee eB. Harms j lis Magic—i“Romance on High Seas”"—Witmark ................ 209 me takes 
Blue Shadews On the Trail—?;‘‘Melody Time” ..... ae A Most Vans Day—+“Date With Judy’”—Robbins 194 Oe that t 
CNS om. - EE: . < iy. ~ . 9, dae Mi. » She c bhhe Oxford ais Hes Call ‘Everybody Darlin—Mayfair..................:........ a ; : 
n Wy apar ee — Mh... . «bic cts «Sa San... 161 ie many 
= i: Le Gusta *... «1. 2a denne Senescence — ‘British Dancehalls | Maybe You'll Be There—Triangie. >............ 0606.50. .000 000. 155 om The 
oeeree gk ws Pn Pin se 0 cs Ce bbs eee amous Rambling Rose—Laurel b43 4 | 
Everybody Loves Somebody _... . Sinatra Own mt “Sten Sia Hed.+ “Seen Ags aloe pies see eec eee. ee shern 
Ev’ry Day I Love You—7"*Two Guys From Texa is”... Harms Would Employ : Tuse om a. — sii pn rd = ere i . . ha dig y = lights 
For ena — ‘BI ae => ag Songwriters m PRS Tiff Love Somebody—Kramer-W. . 129 f ey 
Hair me = - _ SEs aie aoers Every Day I Love You—*“Two Guys From Texas”—Harms ..... 1:3 - te 
Haunted. Heart—*"Inside U.S.A” ........ . Williamson London, Aug. 24. | Bluebird of Happiness—T. B. Harms ......................... 135 Sep b 
I'd Love To ~~ In [——, ae se . BVC Protesting against new tariffs’ Judaline—*“Date With Judy”—Robbins ........................ 135 Se 
— ee ne oer You—i“Easter Parade” ee |drawn up by the Performing For Heavens Sake—Leeds .............. cc ccccccceeeccccccceee 115 ting a 
a Be te ag ee a ee an Rights Seciety, a number ef dance-| Woody Woodpecker—Leeds ....... 22... cece eee ce cee 170 
tga» Nazir acl RE Melee hall owners are threatening to Delores—Famous...................00-0sceecceeeeeees cee. 109 
Judaline—*“Date With Judy”... ............... pee empley their ewn songwriters in-| Little Girl—Leeds 0.00. ce ccc ccc eee ccc cneeceeces 103 ago to 
Just For _— ARSE Tete eee tes . hose stead of playing tunes written by| PS. 1{ Love You—LaSalle ....... 0.0.0... cece cence cues 105 J back | 
Little i OW PRESS Play sh li calla data BVC established composers. Revision of |Only Happens When Dance—*“Easter Parade”—Berlin ...-..._.. 104 i tembe 
Little Mer 5 Pat Med tee K W fees which have been in operation Hair of Gold, Eyes of Blue—Robert ....._—s...................... £3 Rea 
Love Some! S TAS che ep hl Ali a Rall lets ale Tr aie since 1922 will make a consider-| The Things I Love—Campbell #6... _s—sd—id.................. 5 F “ 
Maybe You'll Be There. .............+.sssseeee, Blase’ able difference to big dancehalls, Blue Shadows On Trail (Melody Time)—Santly ................. 85 a 
pa Piove Peeriee nl... Boe 3... LaSalle and one establishment in the North You Can't Be True Dear—Biltmore vis dip nneimaliiee » a ovata Se 73 te i 
B.S. eee ee i: Gens Resitek of England reekons it will have to! Felia With Umbrella—*“Easter Parade”—Feist ................. 77 and b 
Som seme ann BE bes ce On High Seas” pose pay annually $3,200 intead of $160. wy Happimess—Blasco dd we cece cee 74 Te have : 
ambiing fh .s . As the new tariff is based on size ee ee ok. ee ae. ne? a 
Steppin’ Out With My Baby—j“Easter Parade”... . Berlin 3 of hall and price “of pivataihen, A Bey From J har “or appa MMT Ee ae yoke! 
actey - Ae oh “ag: hy, epee a theta leat el eo ~ aceataail 3 jsmaiier hails are not affected so | Steppin Out With Baby—i“Easter Parade”—Berlin ............. 71 Oe durin; 
Woody a ES IE Se NOR aR Leeds | badly. |Cuanto Le Gusto—*“Date With Judy”—Southern .............. 63 ( 
You Call Everybedy Darling ....... Reese wee = Mayfair 3) Although dancery owners realize | Little White Lies—B.V.C. ... ©. 2.2.0.1 eee cee eee eee 67 
Ven tate @e Sree Weer... ||... i... cc ccue Biltmore 3 | thai employment of songwriters Hankerin—*“Two Guys From Texas”—Remick ................. 67 _—— 
vou Walk By ee gtk kage, Maeda id ala Miae mates Cavalier z will prove more expensive than | | 8 EE ee ear ee eS Ae 66 
sts Anos, 2 eel; 3 payment of revised fees, they’! Love To Live In Loveland—BV.C....... _.................... 63 
claim they can afferd it. but they | This Is the Moment—*“Lady In Ermine”—Miller ....... ... 6”) 
The remaining 235 sengs of the week, based on the copyrighted 3 overleok the fact that talent will be | Night Has Thousand Eyes— “Night Has Thousand Eyes’ ‘_Par.... 58 
Audience Coverage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast 3 very restricted as cs langue ar Sa anes WN os cis a a ln ele lca leidthin gS eGR 6 os bcs eee'e eee 96 
Over Radio Networks. Published by the Office ef Research, Inc. — ———— cae tet ee TSS a AG Sl het be ila al a ze 
Dr. Johy G. Peatman, Director. . Percanctar wl ore reg om a strsaseeececeeorerecvces tr 
IE SS EEE SP Shapire- er mt MEE Wooseeseevirocees pe 
Baby Don't Be Mad at Me .....-.. 12.02.0200... vrameunt +/Manes Ist in MPCE 5 ali RR a eae a OE HE 
Vy e ee ee ee ee ee eo ee fee ee ee | a 
Better Luck Next Time—i“Baster Parade” .. |... ot SS. Se RO ata = 
Fd > gen a ah Se le = Capel Sy Manes took the Music Men's Baby Don't Be Mad—Paramount ................ See as so. 5B Ol: 
ocnien >> RASTER «+ <6 co + Contact Employees golf cup -at/ Rhode Island Famous For You—*“Inside US:A.”—Crawford . 49 
Chillicothe, Ole: -~--- +1 pss save eeccersecenees Bethpage State Park. L. L, last) you were Meant For Me—Miller .....................:....... 44 
gS SERRE, Raia 5 oe eae Wednesday (18). With a 25-ctreke | with a Twist of the Wrist—Patmar =... 2... osc. sc ce ccc es 44 
I Dem"t Care If it Rains All Night ee Fee Witmark handicap, Manes came in with a 94 Better Luck Next Ti t“Easter Parade”—Feit............... 43 
ae o One a ie to beat out Mickey Garloek’s 85) wy Fair Lady—United ............. 20.0... .eccccece cesses, . 43 =— 
i You Or No "Romance On High Seas”... gress, 71 net, and Harry Link's 84 Serenade—Music Played—Duchess Sea bom Ode as, ak ie eaptesomrie aeleaaok 41 co 
ust Because... ...-. --- Beet }Sross and 72 net. It was the second If All Ni nt—t* ‘Two Gu s From Texas’ ‘—Witmark 41 
My Fair Lady a straight year a high-handicap play- | - — ; mits _— and = 5 coment i. al : Fe 
Night Has Thousand Eyes—i‘ ‘Night Has Eyes”’..... er copped first prize, Julie Stern | 
Nobody But You having knocked off the “A” players | 
Rhode Island Is Famous For You—*“Inside U.S.A”. Crawiord last season. . s “The 
Serenade (Music —— Ona Heartstring)........ Manes, who went out to Beth- | nstein es alli 
Take It Away .. Eee ee ee ee ee page with no idea of taking part in . 3D 
This Is the Moment ce. Cees fo, eee Pete Te the teurnament, wanting to play Continued from page 39 (10 
We Just Couldn't Say Goodbye .... “¢ Words Music jonly nine holes, was forced to ac- FRE) 
When the Red Red Robin Comes Bobbin-Aleng.... . cept a hurriedly given handicap. MPPA, Louis Froelich, Herman | — Music, Inc., Francis Craig NESS 
0 2 2 SaaS ee ee He won a. television set as first Finkelstein, Sigmund Spaeth, wie [o- Emery Deutsch, Leeds Music euch 
You Came a Leng Way From St. Louis .... ‘Saeanl Wit- Lou Levy, Paramount Music Send 
Y Were Mee F M prize. Garlock drew a complete set ner Bros. and its affiliations, Wi . Edward B. Marks Music Co., mate 
soll re nt or — ES ee a<c<e- of clubs, as did Link. Norman mark-Remick-Harms, Inc., Max oss M Co. Shapii ti patte 
Be ti aE oh, Ae hoe ee Peley came eat on top in the ''B . Drevfus and affiliates (Chappel, | stein Music, Inc., Philip D. Watten- 
: ; class and Mack Clark in the “C’ : -awford, Inc.), | bers, Stanleigh P. Friedman, Per- 
* Legit Musical. + Filmusical. group. Charlie Yates, Associated |T. B. Harms and Crawford, Ine.’, |) oo) ae mame given; presum- 
od Booking v.p., copped the guest Robbins and affiliates (Metro Gold- ably the WB chief counsel. Robert 




















; prize. with a gross of 76, beating wyn Mayer (MGM), Feist Musi¢ | w. Perkins), Julian Abelis (presum- 
_ Herb Hendler now back with aes —— so stition. Irving Miller, Inc.), Irving Berlin and af-/ably J. T. Abeles, copyright coun- 
| RCA-Victor at its Camden, N. J., wag Ce te he aghast 8 filiates (ABC and Bourne Musie sel for the Metro and 20th- Fox mu- 





* | Siegel won the driving test; Nelson sic groups), Francis Gilbert. Sam- 
/main Office. shifts to the New York | Ingram, putting, and Harry Bernie, Co.), Bregman Vocco & Conn and eel @llverinen, Louis Greenblatt 


| Gffice Sept. 1. eens. affiliates, 20th Century Fox, Su- | yiorey-abel Green and Herald 
Tribune are the listed co-defend- 


Usheat 


leomuun Continued from page 41 
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first anniversary there . Latin ' 
Quarter scheduled to reopen, Sept. | ants; obviously not too accurately 
_ with new handle, China Doll or professionally identified and 
. Frankie Carle takes in a one- ' grouped. : 
wc atinenas eae sx | | LAL SHEET reo. ie 
3 latter individuals 
plays Forest Park Highlands, St. ee been mere of attor-- 
, Aug. 29 to Sept. 6 .. . Jack. : , Arn- 
Owens and daughter Mary Ann | Abeles. of oth a em ‘ Si 
eae | aay . 
teen-age style show Aug. 2B... : : 2 a : biatt were formeriy Arnstein’s own Mi 
Laiffer takes over “Night Survey of retail sheet 3i8|3' oS 8 lawyers whom he now charges 
Watche” WIND, while Jerry omen sales, based on reports obtained: | | 3 o E = D> Y & red... to evi- poe 
vacations . Pig re Se from leading stores in 12 cities, | | 2|2\z a; 3/2 pce pg : fraudulent 
19 te 25... | Horace Meidt’s win- and showing comparative sales . 3 |;%j0 315 /s|% tice.” Brey a Soy 
. 51> S/i./ole |] a2|@ sj f Abelis (Abeles). he charges, 
ners at RKO Palace, Columbus, | rating for this and last week. Els wizlelale 2ei2,Eial oO “also forged and signed ured 
ha Fre three days... Berle Adams rls it!.|/Slteisigi#is 3/2 3| T affidavits and agreements.” Also, 
bony Pe} Louis Jordan opening! ' 4 f 1S lewis |% i S| s s Ss 12 is 8 A “That the defendants Sigmund 
r-opens Mayfair porn of Black-. , —2" |* = Be ,sleigs # Bi 5/S/)s)/s} © ite i was charged “not only 
stone, Sept 10. for. sadefinite’ Week Endin iS S| te 3 Z2ie!—lale6léz and to deny the most obvious 
poviod Louis Armstrong does | National Si STE (S28 )/2) 2/2/4135! 2)%) Pf similarity in court, but to write li- 
a ai Arms ationa Si OSS l2'5/ 28) 41/9) §| S| O | belous falsehoods about the plain- 
er at Oriental. theatre, Rating Au 91 ES Bet eis; -/8 el] siz ") 
Zinning Sept. 23. Herbie g. > a iz = ~ | 5 = e 2 § = + bre 3 Abel Green (Vaarrery) and 
Fields scheduled tor Sithouette | ryig Last eee ee sie 2/4) 8) 2) | N | the, Herald Tribune, by their false 4 
ora month see Pee Wee wk. wk. Title and Publisher *) Fal ea a —) as } = ye e 3 = ma 1ous slander, have caused og 
tame snags Rag Doll enemas | z Sim@isa imi ia | Him iniC! S | the plaintiff deep anguish and sor- “$ 
n t. at $1,250 ae week, c ng row. And has caused many people a 
_ 2 on disk hit, “Twelfth Street']. , 2 “Tree in the Meadow” (Shapiro-B) 1 2 3 24 4 1 «4 «2 «3 2 2 105 to shun him, which deprived him a 
. . | 2.1 “My Happiness” (Blasco)......... toe 2 2k SSSA Se! Sle & employment.” 4 
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Semercial Aims Dien agg 7 6 “Woody Woodpecker” (Leeds)... 7 9 -6 6 10 6 Se -4.,.5-4. @ breed of Broadcasting 4 
Houywood Bowl Seut 12, during || 87 “Little White Lies” (BVC)....... 3 4 7 pv Os a etd Rute 
eshour concert with his band,f 9 11 “it Only Happens” (Berlin)... 10. +10 5 6 Te 16 | ber and will last four to six weeks 
nd amater artists EO & 2.) oe 6 if eS... 13+ || second will take place in March. 
? Gus ~ ae cp ‘ple a ~ . “Confess” (Oxford) . % CAS. Mee 3’ 8 8 2 13 | He's being sold by Harry Squires 
> sas : 3 7 * i hk A Re bendy guarantee-and-percentage 
7 7 at Se | Maestro last Thursday (19) 
LS NID. Sie ya is a ae played the Forum, Montreal, draw- a 
. is tb ae ee He 6 9 7 ing 7,000 attendance. Pianist Ear! 
i Wild was the solvist. 
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| surprisingly lush, despite moans 
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Conventioneers, Railroad Fair Visitors 
Spiral Chi Niteries Summer Grosses 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 
Summer b.o. of Chi niteries is 


2 
v 


Ed Sullivan Picks 
Another Agenting Team 





that the federal tax and the high | 
cost of living have put brakes on 
takes in other areas. Biz is so good 
that by fall the town may have as 
many top clubs as in 1946. 

The College Inn of Hotel 
Sherman shuttered in July, but re- 
lights in October with name band 
policy. The Latin Quarter, a cas- 
ualty early this year, reopens in 
September as the China Doll with 
top bands as the lure. The Bis- 
marck Hotel’s Tavern Room is get- 
ting a Swiss decor for semi-name 
attractions. The Rio Cabana, 
which switched to strippers a year 4 
ago to bolster sagging biz, is going | 
back to straight acts in late Sep- | 
tember. 

Reasons for the b.o. briskness 
are not hard to find. Big conven- 
tions popping all summer, the Rail- 
road Fair’s pull on the hinterlands, | 
and bumper crops in the corn belt 
have all helped to bring in spend- 
ers. In addition the ranks of na- | 


tive spenders haven’t thinned as 
during last summer when blister- Clergy’s Beef Scrams 
Gal Shows on Midway 


(Continued on page 47) 
| 


| Of New Ulm, Minn. Fair 


Minneapolis, Aug. 24. 
| After Ministerial Assn. and Farm 
|Bureau representatives demanded 
the elimination of the three “World 
of Today” carnival girl shows, and 
'200 youthful 4-H exhibitors had 
| withdrawn in_ protest § against 
'them, the county fair at New Ulm, 
Minn., surrendered and banned the 


have replaced Harry Bestry and 
Sol Tepper as the CBS-TV “Toast 
of the Town” talent scouts for 
N. Y. Daily news columnist Ed 
Sullivan. Substitution was made 
because Bestry’s illness makes it 
difficult for him to do the neces- 
sary legwork in gandering acts. 
Auditions will be held approxi- 


the 


but to select the bits best suited 
for television. Sullivan will be ,the 
final arbiter in the selection of 
talent and 
tions. 


commissions from the acts for 
their services, but will be paid a 
fee by Sullivan. Show pays $100 
‘minimum, with doubles getting 
$125, trios $150. Talent outlay, is 
$1,350 exclusive of music, tech- 
nical, production costs and Sul- 
livan’s services. 























HELENE and HOWARD 


OPENING AUG, 27 
Olsen and Johnson Show | formance, threw out the midway 
Toronto, Can. ‘entirely and confined itself to live- 
| stock and educational exhibits. 
Dir. MATTY ROSEN | William Lindemann, fair secre- 
—_—— — tary, said the girl shows were those 

usually seen at fairs, and included 
|striptease dancers. The fair has 


COMEDY MATERIAL |always had girl shows on the mid- 


For All Branches of Theetricals 'way, he pointed out. 


FUN-MASTER | 


“The ORIGINAL Show-Biz Gag File” 
Nes. 1 te 22 @ $1.00 each 


3 DIFFERENT BOOKS OF PARODIES 
(10 in each book) $10 per beok 


FREE COPY OF “HUMOR BUSI- 
NESS,” The Show-Biz Gagavine with 
each $3.00 minimum order. 


Send 10c for lists ef other cemedy | 

















and including two ministers and a 
priest, objected on grounds such 
shows were “lewd and suggestive.” 
| Fair officials offered to compromise 
by “toning down” the shows. Ob- 
_jectors demanded the shows be 
eliminated on threat of 4-H exhibi- 


material, songs, parodies, minstrel | tors withdrawing. When the shows 
1s: ae ain io ‘were still on the midway when fair 


opened, exhibitors started vamping 


PAULA SMITH | OR — rn 
200 W. 54th Street, New York 19 plage their livestock and 4-H dis 
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SIBYL BOWAN 


Aug. 12—PALACE THEATRE. Cleveland 
Aug. 23—BOWERY. Detroit 
Sept. {(0—BEVERLY HILLS 6.C., Cincinnati 


MILES INGALLS—Personal Management Associate—JOE FLAUM 
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Mark Leddy and Leon Newman | 


mately every 10° days, not so much | 
to determine capabilities of a turn, | 


will attend the audi- | 


Leddy and Newman will get no | 


Shows before they had given a per- | 


A committee of three pastors | 
representing the Ministerial Assn. | 


Latin Quarter, Chi, 


_ Reopening as China Doll 
Chicago, Aug. 24. 
The Latin Quarter, which went 
bankrupt: this spring reopens as 
the China Doll on Sept. 10. Art 
,Blumenthal, operator of a north- 


side bowling alley, has taken over. | 


|Name bands will be policy, with 
Alvino Rey combo set as, opening 
attraction. 

Other shuttered spot to reopen 
is the College Inn, Sherman Hotel, 
with Woody Herman orch set for 
Oct. 15. 


VAF Relaxes Quota 
On Foreign Acts 
To 50-50 Basis 


London, Aug. 24. 


The Variety Artists Federation 
has extended the quota of alien 
acts that can play the Palladium 
and Casino theatres, London, from 
40% to 50%. On the basis of the 





new quota, one-half of any bill at | 


houses can be made up of imported 
turns. However, new quota will 


have to be ratified by the British | 


Labor Ministry. 


| No immediate changes are ex- 
| pected because of the new quota. 


At the present time, the Palladium | 
/and Casino are using the maximum | 
number of imports, but under the | 


|new regulations they’ll be able to 
| book with a greater flexibility. 

The Palladium, currently head- 
|lining the Andrews sisters, 
signed Gracie Fields for an autumn 
| date. 


| Miss Fields, now vacationing ‘on | 


|the Continent, will play the Lon- 
|don house before returning to the 





Richman Seeks Union Deal 


| Discussions initiated by Harry 
| Richman during his recent stay in 
London may lead to a reciprocal 
;agreement between the American 
Guild of Variety Artists and the 
| British Variety Artists Federation, 
benefiting visiting acts to either 
| country. 

Under present § arrangements, 
|American artists working here pay 


} 


| $8.75 for a V. A. F. card, whereas 


British artists are se $60 for 
an AGVA card. To ing their 
fees more in line, V.A.F. had 
decided on a $40 entrance fee from 
Sept. 1, but decided to defer the 
increase until Sept. 15, hoping that 
in the interim an agreement can 
be made providing for a readjusted 
|fee in both countries. 

V. A. F. already having recipro- 
cal deals with every European 
country excepting Germany, have 
‘recently concluded pacts with Aus- 
‘tralia and Eire, and are hopeful of 





Hildegarde to London 
Rome, Aug. 24. 
Hildegarde and her manager, 
| Anna Sosenko, have left here for 
| London. Singer was suffering 
from a slight ailment, which is now 
‘cured. She was bedded for a few 
| days. 
Writer Bob Considine and his 
| wife, now here, are heading for 





Cherbourg, Sept. 2. 








has | 


a friendly settlement with AGVA. 


| Paris shortly and will sail from | 


NY. Cafes Optimistic on Fall Season, 
But Plunging on Talent for Insurance 





+ 
sf 





_Jordan’s 2 Weeks in N.Y. 
Follows Chi Nitery Date 
Louis Jordan band has been ‘set 

for a two weeks’ engagement at 

the Apollo theatre, N. Y., Sept. 17, 

following his run at the Rag Doll, 

here. N. Y. sepia vauder, operat- 
ing with weekly change 
said to have pacted Jordan for the 

doubleheader because of his b.o. 

pull on last engagement there. 

However, surrounding” vaude bill 

will be changed weekly. 

Upon completion of N. Y. date, 
Jordan and crew will do a two- 
month string of one-nighters, 
which will take them to the Coast, 
where he’s slated to open at the 
Million Dollar theatre, Los An- 
geles, on a 


policy, is 


on New Year’s Eve 
straight 50-50 split of the gross. 


MCA Delaying Plans 
On ‘Stop Music’ Units 
| Due to Lottery Angle 


Music Corp. of America has 
dropped its plans to build road- 
show’ editions of “Stop the Music.” 
One of the reasons for the ban is 
said to be the fear of violating local 
lottery laws. Another, although 
minor reason, is the suit brought 
| by bandleader Blue Barron, who 
|claims he originated the idea used 
|in the ABC air show. Should Bar- 





|ron’s suit be successful, he’d get a 
healthy cut of profits from the air- 
show. 
| However, primary reason is that | 
| lottery laws in various states would | 
| prevent its playing sufficient time 
|to make it profitable. 

of 


Talent agency. got an idea 


| 


city police dept. visited the Capitol 


Now that bonifaces must use 
ingenuity to capture sufficient trade 
to stay open, the coming fall in 
New York cafes promises to be the 
most interesting season in years. 
Cafe operators are brushing up on 
their plans, and result will be a 
Gallic invasion in the eastside 
bistros and an unprecedented ex- 
penditures for name talent in the 
Broadway sector. 

It’s evident that cafes which re- 


mained open during the summer 
were able to get by because of the 
number of spots that shuttered for 
this period. Autumn will tell the 
tale, when it will be a case of sur- 
vival of the best spots. 

As a result, the Latin Quarter 
has been signing up top names. 
After the current run of Milton 


'Berle, Ted Lewis, Sophie Tucker 


and Abbott & Costello will follow. 
Lou Walters, during his recent trip 
to the Coast, attempted to sign 
Danny Kaye, but without success, 
since comic has picture commit- 
ments at Warners to tie him up for 
some time. 

The rest of of the’ Broadway 
cafes are still unsettled on future 

(Continued on page 47) 





| what could happen when the N. Y. JO im A So N 


theatre, two weeks ago when “Stop 
the Music” played there. Although | 
no official report was turned into | 
the theatre, house toppers during 
the last few days of the run 
changed the method of selection of | 
those going on stage. The wheel | 
selecting patrons for a try at the 
jatkpot was eliminated. 
However, “Winner Take All’ | 
will still open at the Strand the- 
atre, Friday (27). Method of con- 
testant selection will get a careful 
0.0. by legalites to prevent lottery 
law violations. 





Nancy Donovan transfers from 
Versailles, N. Y., to Mounds club, 
Cleveland, starting tomorrow 
(Thurs.). 
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COPSEY « AYRES 


Just closed Piping Rock, Saratoga, N.Y. 


OPENING SEPT. 8 


COPACABANA 


NEW YORK 


(Return Engagement) 


HENRY BECKMAN, 1697 Broadway, New York City COlumbus 5-7788 
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But Swank Clubs Still Deep in Red 


Saratoga Springs, Aug. 24. 


Business picked up somewhat in_ 
this town’s swank clubs the past 
week, but it's unlikely that enough 
coin will be reaped in tabs and 
gambling takes to wipe out the 
early weeks’ deficit. Season ends 
Saturday (28) and unless the Pip- 
ing Reck and Delmonico’s snag 
some important takes via the dice 
or wheels theyll finish deep in the 
red, 

Piping Rock show, which this 
week brought in Connee Bosweil 
to follew Kay Thompson and the 
Williams Bros., is an example of 
the nut that won’t be erased. Ii's 
an expansive and expensive layout 
as bait for the adjoining casino, 
with headliner Joe E. Lewis draw- 
ing $5,000 and refusing to take a 
cut for the final week. He does 45 
minutes of gags twice nighty], bol- | 


stered by Miss Boswell’s 20-25 min- | 


utes of smartly-paced . standards 
and peps, plus D’Angelo & Vanya’s 
dance routines and a smartly cos- 
tumed line headed by Nevada 
Smith. Delmonico’s show is topped 


| JIMMIE 
HUSSON 


“Mr. Everybody” 


Currently: 
Dunes Club, Virginia Beach 
(CGlesing Awg. 25th) 


Opemag: 

Lake Club, Springfield, tii. 
(Sept. 3rd—One Week) 
Followed by: 

Brown Hotel, Louisville, Ky. 
(Sept. 13th—Twe Weeks) 
Management: 

* Phil Offin 
48 West 48th St. 
New York City 


—— 
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THE 
DE LEON SISTERS 


“These Denciag Darlings" 


- BROWN HOTEL 
LOUISVILLE 


Available Sept. 6 


Direction: 
TOM FITZPATRICK 


SRC ese - 


—_—_ ———__. 

















WILLIE 
SHORE 


Latin Quarter 
New York 





2ad Week 





by Willie Howard and the spot is 
in the same financial position. 

Race track, which 
season disappointingly, has been 
drawing better, too. Saturday’s (21) 
card drew just under 24.000, the 
best since opening, and the handle 
went over $1,000,000. 


Nicollet’s Ice Show Policy 
Cuts Down Talent Outlets 
In Minneapolis Cafes 


Minneapolis, Aug. 24. 

Adoption of a year-around Doro- 
thy Lewis ice show policy for floor 
entertainment by the Hotel Nicol- 
let Minnesota Terrace reduces the 
number of niteries here playing 
acts. It had been playing such 
acts as Dean Murphy, McCarthy & 


monicats, etc. 


every two or three menths, with 
guest ice stars under the new 
policy. 

Hotel Radisson Flame Room 


/and Club Carnival will be the only 


local niteries using mame acis reg- | will,use stageshows only when suit- | dicted by George Heller, executive | 


ularly during the coming fall and 
winter season, but Curly’s, another 
loop club, 
casionally. Club Carnival 
| books traveling bands and changes 
its shows every two weeks, the 
| Same as the Flame Room. The lat- 
|ter, which has Victor Borge set to 
j@pen its fall-winter season, 


i 


oe- 
jcasionally retains a show four 
| weeks. 

| Minnesota Terrace did excep- 


| tionally big business this summer 
lwith the Lewis ice show and this 
jinfluenced Neil Messick, hotel's 
|president, to make the _ policy 
jehange. The Netherland Plaza, 
| Cincinnati, has a similar policy. 


JUNE RICHMOND, SEPIA 
_ TEAM CLICK IN LONDON 


London, Aug. 24. 





American talent on the bill at Per show. Unit is slated to start | 1939,” will have one of the largest 
ithe Casino theatre. London. con- 2! Charleston, W. Va., Oct. 1 and leasts ever assembled for that type 


tinue to win top applause honors. 
Show which opened Monday (23) 
jhas two U. S. sepia acts. Singer 
‘June Richmond and dancers Coles 
‘and Atkins scored a tremendous 
| success here. 

Layout is topped by British 
comic Max Miller, whe clicked 
with a ramiliar line of sexy patter. 


Kay Thompson Signed 
For Beverly-Wilshire 


Kay Thompson and the Williams 
Bros. have been signed to open at 
the Beverly-Wilshire hotel. Bever- 
ly Hills, some time in October. 
|Herbert Jacoby, who operates the 
Blue Angel and Le Directoire, both 

N. Y.. in conjunction with Max 
Gerdon, was recently placed in 
charge of entertainment in that 
spot. 

The room itself hasn't 





been 








igiven a formal name as yet. 








BOOKING 
AGENCY 


GENERAL EXECUTIVE OFFICES 


LOEW BUILDING ANNEX 


160 W. 





Attn St., N.Y.C > tyent 9988S 


Saratoga Perking for Season's Finale, 





Nitery Dates 


is slated for the 
Cleveland, Oct. 











Jan Murray 
Hollenden hotel, 
14 


Raye and Naldi set for the Bev-— 


erly Country Club, New Orieans, 


started the Oct. 21. 


Carl Ravazza into Beverly Hills 
Country Club, Newport, Ky., Oci. 
95 

D’ Andrea Dancers open at Shore- 
ham hotel, Washington, Dec. 27. 

Jerry Bergen pacted for El 
Morocco, Montreal, Oct. 11 

Elissa Jayae set for Chex Paree. 
hicago, Sept. 3. , 

Frances Langford set for Glenn 
Rendezvous, Newport, Ky., Sept. 17 

Jackie Gleason heads the-Sept. 3 
show at Club Charles, Baltimore. 


WB Earle, Philly, 


Resumes Vaude 





Farre|l!, the Merry Macs, the Har- 
Miss Lewis will pro- 
duce and appear in a new ice show 


Warner Bros.’ Earle, Philadel- 
phia, is finally set to resume vaude- 
ville after a two-year run of 
Straight pictures. Initial show, 
topped by Louis Prima, starts Sept. 
9, followed by the Freddy Martin 
band. This WB house, however, 


,able headliners are found. Circuit 
jheads feel that it would be bet- 


|a profit for the house. 


| With the Earle’s resumption of | control by 
_Stageshows, this house will be the | Willie Bioff. both former Inter- | 
only stageshow spot in the center | national 


‘of town. 


pria. 


Giveaway Vande Unit 
| With $2,500 in Prizes 





| | Jones in onversation with him 
| Set for 1-Niter Tour eee 


Giveaway shows are now invad- 
ing the one-night 


auditoriums. | 


. jtion of Radio Actors and acting 
books such acts oc- ter to miss a few weeks than to | president of the 4A’s. Heller also 


also | buy shows that will fail to make | described the 4A’s actions in rid- 


| 
| 


| 


| Jack Shea, who does a vaude auc- | 


| tioneer act, is producing a vaude 
layout which will give away $2,500 


will play 27 dates. E 
| “She is combining the television 
/angle by labeling it “Television 
‘Stars on Parade,” inasmuch as 


acts will comprise those who have | 


appeared on video. 

_ Unit is being booked on a 
‘guarantec and percentage with 
show gecting 60° of the gate. All 
dates lined up. so far are under 
sponsorship basis.: The American 


| Legion is sponsoring initial show. 


; 
; 





Jango, Geiler Shift 


Larry Jango and Alvin Geiler, 
both previously with Continental 
Artists, 
ciated Booking Co., Sept. 1. 


dept. 


| Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 

| Saranac Lake, N, Y., Aug. 24. 

| Former show folk who made the 
grade here and assisting in the 
Will Rogers Fund drive are H. D. 
“Hank” Hearn, Sam (RKO) Lefko, 
Harry Martin and Alice Farley. 

First summer party given at the 
Rogers by “We The Patients” 
packed plenty entertainment. 
Emceed by Frank Hynes, bill in- 
cluded Alice Dudley, Andy Grain- 
ger, The Amazing Mr. Ballantine, 
Walter Romanik and Joe Lawrence. 
Music was furnished by Bil! Poplin 
|} and his Hot Pops (Howard Mar- 
| shall, Danny Paige, Francis Quig- 
| ley, Joe Boland). Show was a real 
| treat for the gang. 

Mary Lou Weaver, of Warner 
| Bres. Cleveland exchange; upped 
'for pictures. 
| Ann Rowe, who mastered four 
| stages of the thoracoplasty opera- 
tion, elated over surprise visit from 
the Joe Lewey’s, Ernest Skeens 
and Virginia Rowe, her sister. 

Jee Phillips, United Artists 
staffer, upped for pictures. 

Colony getting a nice break by 











| Philadelphia Eagles football team, 
| doing summer training here. 

| Eileen Grotte recuperating from 
/recent operation. 


Walter Romanik given an all- 


-' clear and left to absolute medical 


!O.K. resume work. 

Fred Sweeney, (Duffy &) is cur- 
ing at the 1.0.F. Sanatorium, Lopez 
Canyon, Pacoima, Cal. 

Lee Klimick upped for all meals 
and mild exercise. 
| Write te these whe are iil. 





attending practice games of the. 





| 
| 


‘ 
| 
| 


j 


join Joe Glaser’s Asso-| 
They'll be in the Latin band, 


| 


‘Jones, Discharged AGVA Rep, Brands 
‘4A’s Leftists at Congressional Hearing 


i 
‘ 


Philadelphia, Aug. 24. 

Dick Jones, deposed executive 
secretary of the Philadelphia local 
of the American Guild of Variety 
Artists, testified yesterday (Tues.) 
before the Congressional Subcom- 
mittee on Education and Labor 
that the policies of the Associated 
Actors and Artistes of America are 
so far to the left that they seem 
dictated by the Kremlin. He urged 
that Congress pass legislation pro- 
hibiting union ballotting by mail 
and force unions to grant full 
aulonomy to its branches. erz 4 

Testimony was given at the hear- 
ing being held by Rep. Carroll D. 
Kearns .(Rep.-Pa.) and Rep. O. C. 
Fisher (Dem.-Téx.) with Irving Mc- | 
Cann acting as committee counsel. 

Jones was dismissed during the 
administration of Matt Shelvey, 
who was fired by the 4A’s nearly a 
year ago. Despite Jones’ ouster, 
he continued to function as head 
of the Philly union. At one time) 
there were three locals functioning 
in Philadelphia, one . headed by 
Jones, another by Shelvey, and a)! 
third by the 4A’s. 

Jones’ testimony 


was contra- 


secretary of the American Federa- | 


ding the AGVA of the threat of 
George Browne and} 


Alliance 


He was 
commended by the committee when 
he testified that the 4A constitution 
prohibits Communists from hold- 
ing office. 

A. Frank Real, assistant to Heller 
in AFRA, further testified that 





VAUDERS FILL ROSTER 
IN NEW ‘HILARITIES’ 


The legit vauder, “Hilarities of 


layout. Show, opening at the 
Adelphi, N. Y., Sept. 9, will have 
31 performers. 

Included are Morey Amsterday, 
who’s in on the _ production; 
Georgie Tapps, Gali Gali, Betty 
Jane Watson, Connie Sawyer, Raul 
and Eva Reyes, Abbott Mazzone 
dancers, Al Kelly, Calgary Bros., 
Harold and Lola, Holloway sisters, 
Larry Douglas, Herzogs, Connie 
Stevens and Enrica and Novello. 

Comedian Mervyn Nelson is 


directing. 


Coast Nitery on AGVA 
Unfair List for Using Ams 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

American Guild of Variety Art- | 
ists has put the York Club, nitery | 
operated by the Fine Bros. of its | 
national “unfair” list for using 
amateurs in its floorshow. Accord: 
ing to Florine Bale, coast chief of 
AGVA, she caught the spot mixing 
unpaid simonpures into bills with 
professional acts. 

Hereafter no AGVA acts can 
play the York, and union is investi- 
gating those who recently worked: 
there in effort to determine wheth- 
er they knew amateurs were work- | 
ing with them. ‘Those guilty of | 
such breach will be penalized be | 
union. | 

The York had a contract with, 
AGYA and deposited a $500 bond, | 
which the union is returning. The 
spot is the fourth blacklisted this 
year by AGVA for using amateurs. 
Union rule is that any nitery which 
hires professional talent cannot at 
any time, employ amateurs on 
same bill. 














of Theatrical) ; 
Other vaude operation, | Stage Employees officers who were | 
the Carman, is in North Philadel- | jailed for racketeering. 


ES Ae 
2 


,held last May, said that there 
would be no further affectation if 


the 4A’s paid his (Jones) debts 
incurred while running the 
union. febecca Braunstein, 4A’s 


counsel, testified that the parent 
organization had peacefully run 
all unions, and difficulty with 
Jones stemmed from his efforts to 
get back his job from Which he 
was dismissed with reason. 

Bill Hopkins, head of the Cafe 
Owners Guild of Philadelphia, and 
Harry Steinman, operator of the 
Latin Casino, Philadelphia, testi- 
fied that the onivy correspondence 
they had with AGVA was on the 
subject of unfair lists. 

Further fireworks are expected 
today when Matt Shelvey takes the 


stand. He's expected to flay the 
4A’s for interfering: with AGVA 
affairs. 

The Congressional hearing is 


Said to have been instigated by 
Jones who complained to Rep. Fred 
Hartley (R.-N. J.) head of the 
House Labor Committee which 
heads the Subcommittee on Edu- 
cation and Labor. 


JERRY 
COLONNA | 


Currently: 
ROXY THEATRE 
NEW YORK 
* 





















Management: 
BRUCE GEAR 


HARRY A. ROMM 











IT’S A RECORD! 


204th Consecutive Week 
as M.C. at the 

EARL CARROLL THEATRE 
HOLLYWOOD 


BILLY RAYES 


Juggling Satirist 
M.C.A. Artists 


pS 

















MIAMI DAILY NEWS (AUG. 12) 
(OLYMPIA THEATRE) 


“Arthur Ward's juggling is as 
good as any seen here, but Ward 
adds something to his act which 
other jugglers seem to lack. He 
keeps the fotks laughing while he's 
werking, and has an entirely happy 
routine." —RICHARD LOWE. 


ARTHUR WARD. 


HOOPOLOGIST SUPREME 
WITH A DASH OF HUMOR 


— — 


Thanks to LEO SALKIN, 
WM. MORRIS and JOE 
JACOBSON for three weeks 
at Chez Paree, Chicago. 
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Currently 
STEEL PIER 
Atlantic City 
All Major Networks, 


Theatres and Clubs, 
U. 8. and Canada 
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has had in some time. Only two | 
acts besides Bob Carter, singing 
me. standby here, but they’re both 








VARIETY BILLS 
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Latin Quarter, N. ¥. gm gt the old combo. However. Dance team of Hoctor & Byrd. 
J Milton Berle, Rengamess | (3). tae Prt yi here, they'll be in Opens and have plenty on the ball 
. Betty pradiey, ne rf : gg eg ne dest ciréults ree ogee on hoa ~ jee departments. Ballet, WEEK OF AUGUST 25 c 
taineers .¥ , Fes eda OP wre ; uo do a tap, ballroom and even a trace of ia i aa 
e il Bennett, pers meng aie Psa gs and a good “Be- satire they score all the way for Numerals in connection with bills below indicate opening day of show 
f Merlin Orch, Buddy Harlow Orch; o's se ) litts and Spins done a solid click. Good act for any whether full or split week. 
S minimum, $5. an ov oa that gives their turn spot. . Letter in parentheses indicates cirenit: (I) independent; (L) Loew; (M) Moss; 
: Saprentene TI vere effectiveness. Carter, wraps up middle s ot (P) Paramount; (KR) RKO; (S) Stoll; (W) Warner; (WR) Walter Reade 
: The current Latin Quarter ap- fai + oe surrounding show shapes up with classy tenoring. He gives‘em 
: pearance is Milton Berle’s first ae y well, with Bruce Howard, pops and snatches from the li ht NEW YORK CITY Terry Bennett 
t pay-date in N. Y. cafes since his arrene: Terry Twins, tapsters, operettas and there's none” ; pigenitel iL) 36 Boyd Heath 
| ' ¢ > rif s rac nely an ; : é é ‘k Jurgens : ‘on 
; record-shattering deal at the now vad — Roslyn Paige. All show when his following wili let | Dick Powell one CAMDEN Cabaret Bills 
1 jnoperative ( arnival tw oO years ago, — T é 16 him get off gracefully u ithout at Gil Maison Towers (1) 27-29 
> and it’s li ely he'll continue his he Frank Shepherd line (6) least half «dene < on a Lathrop & Lee Laverne & Jon 
> d-makfng during his three- Shows a pair of good routines, and Marsico has en numbers. Al| Music Mall () 26 | Tom Osborne 
> recora-T ; Walters |Art Waner San ines, anc arsico has had the dance band Wi Mayo Dennis & Thomps’n 
week stay at the Lou alters |<" top f , Per usual, showbacks here for nine years and wouldn't Ghatles, Tyrell Lou Browne NEW YORK CITY 
) orm. Pilate " oo ° a are. Saree, 8 Willie Jones Marino Sis 2 ie? —_— 
ose. look the same anywhere else. The Andy Arcari CHICAGO Cafe Sasinty a te See 


bistro. 


o 
| Firstly, Berle is getting $15,000 | ‘ a? ae fact that neither management for ‘@#!%s . State-Lake (P) 25 | Mildred Bailey Dell Trio 
—the highest salary: ever earned Clover Club. Miami clientele has tired of his dansapa- oa!" pay = aed Aven Long Hotel Pennsylvania 
; py a single in a N. Y. boite. More Miami, Aug. 22. | U0n is tip-off enough on his music. Corps de Ballet Toni Harpe: Dave Marthe pie: | See® eee 
‘jmportant to the gyn Berie Carl Ravazza, Burns’ Birds. For the windup of current show. " Poranaent (P) 25 m7 2. ga | steneont y Sie 
1 draw is his ability to cloek more | Jane Wyn, Roche-Carlyle Dancers Lucille & Eddie Roberts come on Ray Eberle Bd P Cavenaugh 3 Tenn Deewe | Jacquelina 

laughs than pi actically any comic bak Toney Lopez Orch: $3 min- and slay em with their mental Martha Tilton Monica Lewis Gali-Gali | Vida & Varo 

oe Jan Murray Marshall Bros Betty Bonney Hotel Taft 


IE 





: a five-person hillbilly act that has | Wet,” both interspersed with pat-, ; 
: supplanted his bit with the Ben ter that builds to laughs. Another €¥ Chick.” Encore with “Little | wigpssrome w) 26 (4 £°R Simpson Jone eremert | "0iiagg arm 
Yost singing group. Principle is| standout is twist on cowboy | Spanish Town,” “Lero Lero” and The Barretts | Nip Nelson Paul Winchell | Hal Graham Ore 
essentially the same, but instead | laments for the “lone prairie,” con- | “At Sundown” for plenty applause. {pe ,Petyon | re | Mario & Floris Chubby Roe, ; 
of donning the outfit of the har-/| tained in “in Your Buttons And Solid all the way. Seaay Lae | °OWASHINGTON | Joce. Gilbert a bene 4 
| monizing unit, he’s in hillbilly garb) Bows.” Had. to begoff. _ Jack Wallace contribs his record | >*g, Ba™bour 5 | cole Meee tie | Donn Arden tine =| Bartars Dadi 
P . a | r . . t , i | i F e | . 
_ eg oe, Se ee | Supporting show is paced in act. He works hard and scores with | Berk & Hallow | YOUNGSTOWN © “ae mabee Pinte. Pete 
dl pe same F sen- intimate style. Top- operatic fantasy. Best for timing | Ginny bowry Poe, Bd on Ore | saree Sens sSorres ¢ Weieer ee 
a = #90, , y » 5 ‘ ry s ‘“ a 4 6 4 e we e 
stress Jane Wynn, who clicked here and interpretation is “Open the | 5 °,°"s Tavior | Vie Damone B Cumming Ore Mischa Seer Ove 


_ provide some hilarious moments. | novelty 
é works in similar fashion with)! group of tiny lovebirds and two | fantasy on “Song of India.” 


that’s played here and his ability 
to stay on longer than anyone else. | 

With his LQ preem, Berle also. 
stressed his ability to showcase 
new talent. It’s not commonly 
thought of, but he can also build 
up another performer. This he re- | 
vealed particularly in the case of 
the veteran Sid Gary. The major 


imum. 





Consistent run of solid perform- 
ers that have played here in past 
weeks continues with current lav- 
out, which adds up as one of the 
best of the summer series. 

_In Carl Ravazza, it has a top- 
liner who fits the room. Featured 


act, done with class and a sense 
of humor. Nixon’s type of room, 
doesn't usually cotton to talking 
acts—they like their stuff visual | 
here—but the Roberts have the 
crow eating out of their hands in 
no time at all. Their patter is 
geared for laughs, and they get 
plenty besides the raised evebrows | 





Rudy Cardenas 
Roxy (1) 24 
Frances Langford 

Jon Hall 
Harmonicats 
Jerry Colonna 
Carol Lynne 
Fritz Dietl 
Strand (W) 27 
Winner Take All 
Cy Reeves 
Alvy West Ore 


Dewey Sis 
Carl. Sands Ore 
DAYTON 
Keith’s (R) 26 
Parade of Stars 
Horace Heidt 
John Mungall 
Melodaires 
Pat Theriault 
Jack Green 
Jimmy Grosso 
Johnny Vana 


| Vincent Lopez Ore 
| Charlie Drew 
Latin Quarter 

Milton Berle 
Don Saxon 

| Kanazawas 

| Betty Bradley ~ 
Son & Sonny 

| Sid Gary 

|; Mountaineers 
Prominaders 


J * . | Ving Merlin Ore 
a Ballet Line | B Harlow Ore 


Ralph Young 
Ray Malone 

M Durso Ore 
Alvares Ore 
Diamond Horseshoe 
Jay Marshall 
Grace & Nicco 
Norma Shepherd 
Choral Octet 

If Sandler Ore 
Alvarez Mera 


surprise of the show is Gary, who's | at the Beachcomber last season, °" their trickery, Cohen. | BRONX Stanley Morse hico 
been in radio for years. Gary is| Ravazza was somewhat overshad- Bag + Mow 30-31 | e'way corm) 27-28 nee Crespa m or ri 
again a baritone star. His standard | owed by Sophie Tucker and Peter Raquel Frank Benham Victoria’ Bepeale Patricia Bright 


and robust baritoning of “Without 
a Song” and “Old Man River” on 
opening night drew a hand ex- 
eeeded only by that given Berle. | 
For encores he does a set of clicko 
song impressions of Morton 
Downey, George Jessel and Al 
Jolson, with his Jessel offkey sing- | 
ing particularly devastating. Gary 
and Berle do a blackface bit to-| 
gether that ties up the house. 


Lind Hayes in that engagement. 
This time out, he’s on his own and | 
displays a sock set of straight) 
songs and special material that 
ring the bell all the way. In this 
more intimate showcase, he re- 
veals smart showmanship, plus in- | 
telligent blending of his material 


, to make for a solid impact. In the 


straight section he hits with 


| “Seems Like Old Times,” “Acap- 


Samovar. Montreal 
Montreal, Aug. 19. 
3 Beaus and A Peep, Mara Kim. 
Jack Wallace, Bill Skinner Orch: 
minimum $1.50. 





Cc urrent layout inaugurates 
club’s new policy of three shows 
a night and the three acts on dis- 
play fit in nicely. Smooth singing 
of 3 Beaus and A Peep clicks 


Berle, as per usual, works with | ulco,” “Ballin’ The Jack” and “It’s, 42d arrangements are solid, par- | 


every act on the show, encasing | 
the various bits with new material. 
Biggest yock of the evening comes 
in his work with the Mountaineers, | 


What hasn't changed to any ap-| 
preciable degree is his turn with) 


Magic.” They make for effective | 
contrast to his comedy songs. | 
Standard laugh getters are ‘‘Pedro”’ | 
and “Her Bathing Suit Never Got | 


last winter, hits again with her 
precision heel and toe work, wind- | 


ticularly opener, “The Family’s 
Always Around.” Follow with nice 
workout on “How High the Moon,” 
and “Hurdy Gurdy Man” in which 
they blend “Figaro” with “‘Chick- 


‘Door Richard” with’a Louis Jordan 


Ross & Dean 


QUEEN 
Jamaica (1) 25-28 
3 Fontaines 
* & K Watson 
“he Haywards 
Jally Dean 
Robert Shanley 
Masters & Rollins 
The Duftys 
Continentals 


Dennis & Thomps’n | 
29-31 


Al Bernie 

Tanner & Betty 
Massive Twins 
ATLANTIC CITY 
Steel Pier (t) 22 
Scotty Burbank 
Juggling Jewels 


Deep River Boys ~* 


Benson & Mann 
Hal Sands Girls 


29-1 





June Brady 

Bob Fitzgerald 
Grandma Perkins 
J & E Delmar 


Glenn & Jenkins 
MIA 


Mi 
Olympia (P) 25 


Church & Hale 
| Mary Montoy 

| Guy_ Kibbee 

| Al Schenck 


Madcaps 
MINNEAPOLIS 
Radio City (P) 25 


| Phil Spitalny Ore 


PHILADELPHIA 
Carman (i) 26 


| Ray English 


Tayton Dancers 
Diane Barron 
ROCKFORD 
Patace (1) 27-29 


| “Follies of Day” 


Don Cummings 


record. Dance costume in Carmen | Romaine & Babette ‘ Marion Callahan 
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Rita & Rozino | Bernie George 
los Panchos Sonny Raye 
Havana-Madrid | Normann Paris 3 
Los Bocheros | Leon & Eddie's 
trini Reyes | Jerri Blanchard 
H Santillana | Art Waner Ore 
Ralph Font Ore | Cerneys 
Machito Ore | ‘ferry Twins 
Hetel Belmo’t-Plaza | Bruce Howard 
Eddie Stone Ore Roslyn Paige 
Hotel Biltmore Shepard Line 


Russ Morgan Ore 
Harold Nagel Ore aa Seana 


Hotel Edison 
Henry Jerome Ore | J0¢ LaPorte Ore 
No 1 Fifth Ave Aquila Ore 
Turner Twins | Spivy's 
Jack Kerr Katrina Van Oss 
Hazel Webster Mary McCarty 
Downey & Fonville Spivy 

Penthouse Club Versailles 
Johnny Thompson Nancy Donovan 
Oscar Walzer Bob Grant Ore 





CHICAGO 


the Kanazawas. Comic takes some’ ing into spins that bring top palm Miranda number garners laughs) 
nishment from the risley_ per- reaction. and appreciation. Mara Kim,} ES ger as is + Al “on Ge | Se Soule “Ore wes 
orme . s’ i 5 i i = is y ie’ BI , Bra . arlowe Jacki Van Ly da 
rs and does a few gags to, Burns’ Birds are a refreshing Chinese dancer, displays boogie! yj ocgrome (M) 23! Elsa & Waldo ge ly I Dy By, FES 


turn. Superbly trained | 


and jive numbers. Best is her 


Ta Ra Rah Boom 
Frankie Howerd 
Adrienne & Leslie 


| Fayes 3 
Len Young 
Jose Moreno Co 


D Dorben Ders Co 
Hotei Stevens 


Billy Bishop Ore 
Fiorence & Fred’ric 
Helsings 


Betty Bradley, a competent song- macaws go through a series of | Mare. | 
: ° iors ‘ A F . Mor & Royle Yvonne Watt ards ong 
stress who does a pair of person- | tricks ranging from wire walking | eine Gisdweot FINSBURY PARK | Pht - ar ee, ore 
| Empire (M) 23 Bonnie Linell John Fianagan 


ably projected tunes before Berle | 
rts a mugging session with her. | 


through toy trains travelling. 
through burning hoops, ladder-, 








ert Y. Cafes | 


BRIGHTON 


Hippedreme (M) 
Winters & Fielding 


23 And So We Go On 


Issy Bonn 
T & D Kendall 





Bill Chandler Ore Jean Arlen 
'Lola Amechee 


Spelman 
H Edgewater Beach pxatas Ivdears 





ll and — ae pale a aol ny /climbing, letter - yee i strong | Martha Raye T Kendall 
, Similarly show up strongly man bits ang tunnel building. The | Richardo Co orry semble Geo Olsen Ore ¢ Turk 
in their own, with Berle chiming | macaws provide the comedy, with | eS | Tommy — 1 Peterson Brow | Paul ‘Remee Doris ‘eres 
* } — 0 } t 
Hee LQ line ales ite = iieet ne | ne ata them and Burns pro- pjans. Nat Harris, who planned to | Dick Henderson | Pramcones cy | Hak, Raywie Elwood Cari » > 
Berle’s japeries. In A school days vO eocke Cailvie line, ta. secoia TeOPee the Harem, Sept. 16, is still 2, petite Poupee Empire (S) 23 D Hild Dancers (12)| Palmer Neuse 3 
number, he dons femme garb to | year here het to high standard without = Leow tag! although he’s | CHISWICK, | Sucette Farri Bere’: Bg ~~ ag Chitora® Guest : 
sing a few choruses of “I'm a Big. Standout _ : ; ; ‘ been angling for Kay Thompson _ Empire (S) Geo Doonan Danny Thomas MA % 
§ ut for this session is the | ne hur Lucan bbott Ders (0) x 
and Williams Bros. or Myron) fity McShane Bill Kerry Danna Florian ZaBach Ore 3 


Girl Now.” That, too, floors the | 


Spanish Fiesta routine, featuring 


Cohen, with neither deal set yet. 


Willer Neal 


| Kaye’s Pekes 


‘ 
; 


Mage & Karr Gisell & F 








‘mob | Wh 
. smartly designed costumes and) Cort | Les | 
Hed : » of eee raed hoe sock cape dance by Aurora Roche.| Nicky Blair, Carnival operator, is Keith. &, Cortes | Des Marceltis A , 5 
e customers entertained; Tony Lopez and orch handle also unsettled on an attraction suf- | Barton | SHEPHERDS BUSH iali jured 
for two solid hours. And the long, nichereeniinds and fill the floor ficiently potent to lure Snivenen. | Eddie, Hart | wh erialist Injur when bs 
face Walters “aeting “the ee ‘between shows with SS ‘La Martinique’s future is also in- Peter Detigy Rat retoas es 2 : 
, ‘ ‘ ,, . ary. . be ~~ ~-wpee : 
little liquor is sold. But to compen- | eS / porns Pen pw “the patse see see Soldiers “in ‘skirts | ‘tarianne’ Lincoln Ae | 
: ye. | Soldiers i ; Marianne Lin _ Mrs. Melanie Antalek was se- 
riously injured Sunday (22) when 
she fell 29 feet from top of pole 


Sate, he’s charging a $5 minimum. | 

Even with tha? ig A, busi Other major westsider is Billy Max Carole MANCHESTER 
. rope s-up Dusiness Ford & Sheen Hippodrome (S) 

balanced on husband’s feet at 

Stradford theztre.-In the act in 








EI Meroeece, Mont'l 

Montreal, Aug. 20. 
Jackie Winston, Dr. Marcus, wij] change layout after Jan. 1. 
/Naomi Stevens, Wanger Girls ‘6) Jaea of the new display hasn't been 


seems inevitable. Rose’s Diamond Horseshoe, which p@inie Stewart | Country ‘Cousins 


Berle will be followed by Ted Fred Sloan | Harry Lester Co 


Lewis, who in turn will be sue- sate ant a ee 





. 


ceeded by Sophie Tucker and Buddy Clarke Orch; minimum, $2. revealed yet ee 

Ab i ' é i , : i y ASGOW | Bijou Freda : prs ; 

yh ombinee any Dr. Marcus, with his double- The eastsiders are going Pari- Empire (Mi) 23 KOMEWCASTLE. Prine Pe nin Pepe wang Pry < ize 
s . F] - iv i 

roadway spot has had in years. talk, sharp repartees and card sian. Le Directoire is preeming | peli,” squires jae'tepae” the pole which Joseph Astalek bah. 


Jose. 


Leon & Eddie's, N. Y. 
Jerri Blanchard, Cerneys (2), 
Truce Howard, Terry Twins, Ros- | 
yn Paige, Frank Shepherd line 
an’: Art Waner Orch; $3.50 mini- 


Boniface Eddie Davis has seen to, 
t that his spot will have a fine 
brand of entertainment while he’s | 
Vacationing. It’s during these vaca- | 
tion stints that the spot has potent 
Personalities as partial compensa- 
tion for Davis’ absences. This time, 
avis has installed Jerri Blanchard 
aS the mainstay of the session. 
‘ Miss Blanchard has a Davis-like 
aculty of getting a dinner crowd 
to take to everything from straight 
sme and stories to indigoisms. 
he's got a pleasing personality 
— a choice assortment of mater- 
al that should put a party-like 
Me on the eveging’s festivities. 
f Iss Blanchard has been around 
‘or sometime and shows up with 
mal effectiveness in this spot as 
the intimeries. 
mong the various other acts | 
are the Cerneys, who have ap- 
pated With extreme effectiveness | 
wi 


local niteries as well as vauders | 
th their dancing. Cerney is now | 


' 


tricks, is the hit of new show here, 


getting heavy mitting from audi- 
ence. His trick of cutting a piece 
of paper which never breaks and 
stunt of changing $2 to $20 and- 
back to $2 go over. But it’s his- 
delivery that racks up top returns. | 
Blonde Naomi Stevens, a fave 
here, has smart material coupled 
with a fair voice and smooth ap- 
proach. She does a takeoff on 
saloon singers, which includés a 
chorus in French on “Je Chante 
and another in Hebrew that’s sock. 


Also “Let’s Not Sing About Holly- 
wood,” 


I’ and “A 


“She Likes ‘ 
is No,” for 


Girl’s Best Friend 
additional plaudits. 

Comedian Jackie Winston has to 
work hard before winning over 
audience. Chap’s materia! for first 
half of act is run of the mill. But 


‘he cooks when he hits series of 


Jolson, 
-and Durante 


Chevalier, Boreo, Lorre 
impreshes. Closes 


Sept. 17 with Campagnons de !a_ 
Chanson, while Edith Piaf plays a. 
repeat at the Versailles starting 
Sept. 22. Both acts are managed 
by Clifford C. Fischer. Before. 
opening at the cafes, Miss Piaf and 
Campagnons will do.a series of 
concerts in Canada. Other Pari- 
sians coming to the Versailles in- 
clude George Ulmer and Suzy Sok 
idor. . 

The Persian Room of the Plaza 
hotel will also have Charles Trenet, 
while Jean Sablon may repeat a 
stand at the Waldorf-Astoria hotel. 

The Blue Angel is set to preem 
Sept. 9 and the Cotillion room of 
the Pierre will bow Sept 14. 

The Raleigh room of the War- 
wick hotel reopens Sept. 15 with 
intime policy with sever*' acts and 
Jan August band for dancing. 








with old-time song and dance for [/—~ 


nice bow-off. Fs, 
Wanger _ girls display nifty 
costumes and three good routines. 


‘Buddy Clarke band backs show 
| neatly. 


Marc. 





Nixon Cafe. Pitt 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 18. 
Lucille & Eddie Roberts, Hoctor 
& Byrd, Bob Carter, Al Marsicos 


Cullman 


Continued from page 1 


the Alvin, N. Y. Under this no- , 
cash arrangement he operates the 
Alvin as a legit house and the net- 
work uses the Hammerstein as a. 
radio studio-theatre. Reason is that 
the Hammerstein is already wired 





D & D Remy 
Max Bacon 
Scott Sanders 
Terry-Thomas 
Freddie Sanborn 
Mariota 


s 
Empire (M) 23 
G & L Calienta 
Nicholas Bros 
Terry 
Ben Yost Co 
Olga Varona . 
Tommy Burke Co 
Joyce Golding 
Norman Carroll 
Toscanelli 
LEICESTER 
Palace (‘S) 
Dr Crock Co 
Con Colleano ; 
B Wright & Marion 
Slim Rhyder 
Frankie Higgins 
Bob Grey 
Dynamic 4 
LONDON 
Casino (23) 
June Richmond 
Coles & Atkins 
Max Miller 
Hippodrome (M) 23 
Vie Oliver 
Pat Kirkwood 
Fred Emney 
Melachrino Ore 
Marilyn Hightower 
Michael Bentine 
Julie Andrews 
Jean Garson 
Santizo Bd 
Patiadium (M) 23 
Andrews Sis 
Lew Parker 
M Colleano Co 


> 
— 
wer 
= 
” 
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Steve Conway 


| Walter Niblo 

| arnaut Bros 

| Cawalini’s Dogs 
Young China Trp 


Michael Miles 
NOTTINGHAM 
Empire (M) 23 

Frankie Randle 


| Gus Aubrey 


n 
SUNDERLAND 
Empire (‘M) 23 


' Jenny Heyes 


John Boles 
F Marx & Iris 
Wood & Harmer 
Bil & Bil 
Arthur Worsley 
Vernon Sis 
Fostero Clarke 
SWANSEA 
Empire (M) 23 
|E & M Harvey 
Donald Peers 
Jimmy Robbins 
| Sackie Hunter 
El Granadas & 


Peter 
Riley & Heller 
| Wallabies 
timmy Edwards 
Freddy Black 


| WOLVERHAMPTON | 
, Hippedrome (M) 23 | 


New Madhatters 
Svd Seymour 
Madha:te-s Bd 
Constance Evans 
| Earie & Oscar 

| Pat O’Brien 
Eric Plant 





Fire Destroys 


Upstate House 


St. Regis Falls, N. Y., Aug. 24. 


ances on feet while lying on back. 
Pole fell across the orch pit, but 
Edward Copeland, musician, caught 


it, preventing injury to audience 


‘in front rows. 






-Conventioneers 


Continued from page 45 — — 











ing heat sent them off to resorts 
This year’s cool weather has kept 
a lot of well-heeled Chicagoans at 
home. 


Danny Thomas is hitting an all- 
time high at the Chez Paree, with 
more. than 6,000 covers per week. 
Al Traces orch at the Blackhawk 
aided by his disk hit, “You Call 
Everybody Darlin’,” has kept white 
space scarce. The Empire Room 
of the Palmer House packs ‘em in 
nightly with Liberace and Florian 
| ZaBach's orch. 

Cool weather has occasionally 
‘cut into take of the Edgewater 
Beach Boardwalk, but biz on the 
whole is okay. Ditto the Boule- 
vard Room of the Stevens Hotel, 
| with an ice show that’s a must on 
the list of many Chi-bound vaca- 
tioneers. The Bismarck’s Walnut 
Room has its share of Loop-edge 


Showcasin it df 
ising an act with a new part biz. while the Pump Room of the 


ner. His twin sister, with whom he Orch (8); 50c. cover. for radio production, and it would Fire pelieved caused by a shert 


viously performed, left show- | lavout is about the involve considerable expense [© circuit destroyed the Waverly the- Ambassador East continues as the 
thinness @ few months back. At Current lavovost. entertaining move, while ye Alvin is regardeo ztre here last week. Stanley Lav- mecca of celebs and the plush 
of "eI ss egy ay oso. Tay Conterti’s downstairs spot as a desirable house for legit. elley of Potsdam, N. Y., is owner. trade. 

e to . 






















~ and “Mandalay” in his 


VARIETY 








Capitol, N. Y. 
Dick Powell, Dick Jurgens Orch 
(16), with Al Galante, Bob Hen- 
derson, Jimmy Castle; Gil Maison 


(2), Lathrop & Lee; “Pitfall” 
(UA), reviewed in Variety Aug. 4, 
"48. 





The Capitol combination is a 
healthy blend of entertainment and 
boxoffice in which the individual 
components, topped by Dick Powell 
and the Dick Jurgens band, make 
a lively indentation on audience 
reaction. 

Major credit of the fine impres- 
sion goes to Powell, who hifs as big 
an exit hand as he does at his en- 
trance—rare indeed for a Holly- 
wood personality. Although he 
hasn't hit a Broadway vauder for 
six years, he’s very much at 
home in this medium. And tunes 
he catapulted to prominence in his 
Warner musicals of the past serve 
him well at this session. 

Even with that, he’s re-intro- 


House Reviews 


lished with good sight comedy and 
excellent arrangements. After 
renditions of ‘El Relicario,”’ ‘‘Har- 
monica Boogie” and a reprise of 
their best known platter, they walk 
off a hit. 

Gordon's bit with his stubborn 





“Merry Widow” theme and an Alt) 


pooches provides a high degree of 
entertainment. The turn is well- 
presented with Gordon cueing the 
hounds for good laugh returns. 

The blades display is the only 
portion of the show that goes over- 
board on production. With a 


Wien setting, Carol Lynne and 
Fritz Dietl show some graceful and 





rapid turns for continuous rounds | 
of applause. Miss Lynne, at the} 


| Roxy since the ice show policy was|[,yon, The Workmans, 
| inaugurated, has accustomed her-| Garcias, Les Rhode House Orch: 
| self to this house so that the com-| <The Big Clock” (Par). 

| paratively large space between the | 


a novelty called “In One Ear and 
Out the Other.” 

The Theron Family, eight French 
cyclists, are repeaters here. Papa 
Theron, Parisian edition of 
Groucho Marx, steals the show 
with fine trickery on bicycle. Other 
Therons pyramid on single bike, 
for thrill stunts. Slick act for any 
bill, that gets over solidly here. 

The 16 Hal Sands dancers add 
flash and color. Timing is off but 
the girls are pretty, and routines 
are interesting. They do three 
numbers: “Latin - American 


| Rhythm,” “Feather Fantasy,’ and 


“Let’s Go Collegiate.”’ 
O’Connell’s orchestra does nice 
backgrounding for the show. 


Giympia, Miami 
Miami, Aug. 20. 
Stuart Foster, Al Stevens, Ladd | 
Dancing 





with a Calypso number. 


| rink and audience, is of little mat- | 
Dietl still has to over- 
| come this mental hazard, but his 
routines indicate that he'll be hit- 


' ter to her. 


There’s a pleasant mixture of 


| novelty here this week, to keep. 


| show moving at a steady pace. 


Topliner Stuart Foster follows. 


duced former bits of stage busi-| ting solidly with a few more shows 4 jong line of featured vocalists 


ness, such as his gag session with 
the orchestra, and winds up with 
a trumpet duet with Jurgens. Pow- 
ell seems uncertain of his opening 
lines, but that’s dissipated once he 
goes into his tunefest. He’s a 
bright and affable personality, one 
of his functions at this house being 
to provide additional boxoffice for 
his film, “Pitfall” (UA), which is 
preeming here. And he'll do that 
extremely well. 

The Jurgens band comes 
equipped with a set of good stage 
routines. Jurgens introduces a 
good comedy note with a set of 
comedy singers and zany gleeclub 
arrangements which hit the mob 
nicely. There are some instances 


in which the crew goes overboard | 


in the comedy direction, such as 
the rendition of “Woody Wood- 

ker,” an item which has had the 
ast ounce of novelty extracted 
from it by its innumerable presen- 
tations. His straight numbers, par- 
ticularly, “Clair de Lune” and 
“Bolero,” provide a smart change 
of pace and show excellent~musi- 
cianship, with four fiddles predom- 
inating. The band‘s vocalists, Al 
Galente, Bob Henderson and 
Jimmy Castle, also Click. 

The major comedy note is by 
Gil Maison, who has one of the 
cleverest animal acts on _ the 


boards: Maison, aided by a pair of | 


miniature mutts and the monk who 
goes into a tantrum at the mention 
of Frank Buck. is the type act that 
makes any audience a ver. 
Dance turn is by Lathrop and 
Lee, class standard tap turn with 
- smooth routines that get top re- 
sponse. Jose. 


Rexy, N. Y. 
Frances Langford & Jon Hall, 
J Colonna, Jerry Murad’s Har- 
(3), Al Gordon’s Dogs, 


Fritz Dietl, Carol Lynne, H. Leo- 


— Spitalny Chorus; “That Lady 
1 Ermine” (20th-For), reviewed 
in Variety July 14, 48. 





The Roxy, with mney veess of 
experience, s during 

a pent few months virtually 
ormed itself into a straight 
vauder, with only minor produc- 
tion dressing to give each show a 


setting to enhance the acts playing 
there. The major Roxy concentra- 


tion is now on talent, where it) 
should be, and it’s a formula that | 


can’t miss. . 

With the exception of the ice 
show, the production is down to a 
minimum, and it’s evident that 
with a solid performer lineup, this 
huge seater is cut to proportions 
that makes virtually every act a hit. 

The current bill fits these dimen- 
sions. With Frances Langford and 
enema aE argent ad 

marquee as well as 
entertainment, the new layout 
Plays well. 
Miss Langford (Mrs. Hall) is one 
of the more durable song-stylists 
pipes carry weight in thea- 
cafes or radio. With four 
numbers on her own including “It’s 
Magic” and a two-tune medley she 
Sets herself off neatly to aid hubby 
ome - pt warmed up audi- 
ence. some 
with “her geting by with, his 
charm, and duets in “I Like Mike.” 
Audience is surprised that he can 
simulate singing and it aids for a 
hearty exit salvo. 
- Colonna is similarly a hit, al- 
he can stand 1 pom we in- 
troductory lines. evertheless, 
when he opens his mouth, he’s in 
as far as the audience is concerned. 

} does the familiar “Pale Hands” 
trade- 
Marked style to insure fine re- 


-*he surrounding talent is also of 

with Jerry Murad’s Har- 
and Al Gordon’s dogs. 
mnica team now has 





its ability as they haven’t 
Best. disk since “P 
Heart.” er, they of- 


Set of routines embel- 


2 te wt nn 


couples dress up this sequence played here and does okay with a 


nicely. The boys’ 
vide an optical 
glance. 
ing red guardsmen suits 
first. Initial impression 
, they're in red flannel undies. 
Jose. 


Broadway-Capiitel, Det. 
Detroit, Aug. 20. 

Rose Murphy, Barney Grant, 

Bela Lugosi, Harry Babbitt, 4 

Evans, Larry Paige Orch; “‘King of 

Gamblers” (Rep) 
Alcatraz” (Rep). 





Layout this week fails to hit 
mark of previous shows. Lacking 
sparkle, it is saVed by the shrill 
'chi-chi piping of Rose Murphy, 


sepia songstress. Larry Paige orch | 


| tees things off with “‘Just Because.” 
| Barney Grant, emcee, needs better 
| material for his introes. The Four 
| Evans, family team of hoofers, 
| have neat act. Younger pair con- 
| trib snappy routine to nice returns 
and bring on parents, who re- 
| prise routine they did 30 years ago. 
|Some soft shoe follows, and acro 


/routine by younger girl for hefty 
| returns. 
| Harry Babbitt does neat bari- 


toning of medley of “Little White 
| Lies,” “Lite Girl” and 
;and Day.” 
applause-getter is “Woody Wood- 
pecker Song: Encores with “I Re- 
member Mama” and a comedy 
number, “All I Want for Christmas 
is Two Front Teeth” for solid re- 
turns. 

Bela Lugosi from films, slithers 
through some colorless. chatter 
which leads up to a skit in which 
the chill-master of the screen falls 
short of winning this audience. It’s 
mild and unconvincing. 
| Life saver of program is Miss 
Murphy. Hefty, with personalable 
| songstress-pianist scores, with her 
| inimitable squeaky-voice treatment 
of “Time on My Hands” for salvos. 
| Follows with “My Blue Heaven,” 
| “Cecelia,” “Dark Eyes” and closes 
with slick version of ‘I Can't Give 
/You Anything But Love" to steal 
, the show. Stan. 


| a a ee 
Steel Pier. A. C. 
Atlantic City, Aug. 19. 

_ ° Georgie Price, Frankiin Twins, 
The Belle Aires, Theron Family, 
Hal Sands Dancers, Johnny 
O’Connell’s Orch.; “‘Here Comes 
Trouble.” 
| Nostalgia runs rampant here this 
| week and they’re packing them in 
to hear Georgie Price bring back 
| the good old days. 
ment he steps onto stage for his 
theme, “Bye, Bye, Blaekbird,” time 
marches backward—and even the 
youngsters enjoy it. 

Price, who interjects explanatory 
material to hep up the younger set 
on yesteryear doings, runs through 
his slick imitations of Jolson, Can- 
tor, George M. Cohan, and a sat- 
irical off-key takeoff of George 
Jessel. Sitting on the edge of the 
stage, he explains the successes of 
his contemporaries, and the take- 
offs—particularly Joison—are tops. 

After two encores Price comes 
back and closes with a poem pok- 
ing fun at his old-time routines 
and the oldsters in the house. 

The zany Franklin Twins, Bill 
and Stan, do all sorts of facial con- 
tortions a la Danny Kaye—whom 
they resemble. They follow with 
imitations of Chinese, Hindus, 
E n, etc. then a clever “Dr. 
Jekyll and Mr. Hyde” satire and 
takeoffs on radio commercials and 
soap operas, which make for addi- 
tional fun. 

Weak spot on bill is the Belle 








to | Aires quartette (two girls and two 


lads), who make nice harmony, 
but don’t have that sock salesman- 
ship. This may come later with 
more experience. Best number is 





costumes pro- 
illusion at first) 
They’re wearing form fit- 
with 
ornaments not easily discernible at 
is that 


and “Train to) 


| his acroantics. 


“Night | acts has been whittled down. this 
However, his top| 


| straight, simple delivery that ef-| 
|fectively embraces song stanza... 
| Routine is intelligent, with “Begin 
|The Beguine” and a zingy arrange- 
ment of “Bye, Bye, Broadway” 


| Stand outs. 


Latin terpers, the Garcias open 
with some standard terping and | 
native delineations that set well 
with the palm-pounders. 

The Workmans, annual repeat- 


| ers here, click with their bell ring- | 


ing. Turn is a throwback to the | 


|old vaude days, and aud reaction 


proves its still potent. 

Ladd Lyon wraps up show with 
Rings in an au- 
| dience plant who “volunteers” 
when he calls for participant. | 
Clowning gets giggles and laughs, | 
| with gasps aplenty when the un- 
billed aide reveals expertness. 

Comedy slot is handled well by 
Al Stevens. Some of the bits he 
essays could stand refurbishing, 


Lary. 


Capitel, Wash. 
Washington, Aug. 24. 
Emerald Sisters, Bob Evans, 
epg (3); “Date With Judy” 
G). 


laughs. 





Capitol’s standard format of four 


stanza by last minute illness of 





From the mo-4 


chirper Betty Jane Watson, ex of 
“Oklahoma” who bowed out too 
late to be replaced. Remaining 
three acts are rounded into a well 
paced, pleasant bill which doesn’t 
stop the show at any point, but 
gets sustained appreciation 
throughout. 

Surprise of the layout are the 
Emerald Sisters, who copped lion’s 
share of mitt action at show caught 
with novel comic acro routine. Gals 


get laughs as they toss each other 
around the stage, pull chairs from 
under each other and clown in 
some highly difficult acro turns. 
Act is a pleasant relief from the 
run of the mill curtain raiser. 
The Dunhills, touted as_ the 
dancing stars of “Wild Irish Rose,” 
click with slick precision terping 
and perfect team work. Their act 
has polish and a fast pace. Trio 
of young men, dressed alike in 


their two number routine and then 
come back for some challenge 
work and fancy individual terping. 
Got hefty response. 

Bob Evans, teamed with Jerry 
O’Leary, the conventional “fresh 
kid” dummy, gets the worst of an 
exchange of wise cracks with 
wooden partner and garners laughs 
with a running line of gags. Ventro 
technique is fine, with the dummy 
singing in several keys while Evans 
retains smiling composure. Tricks 
inciude a crying jag on -part of 
the dummy, and some alternate 
singing between Evans and Jerry. 
There is nothing different about 
the act, but it is smoothly execu- 
ted, and pleasantly ee 

we. 


Apolio, N. Y. 


Williams, Ralph Brown; 
Cargo” (FC). 


Temporarily de-emphasizing be- 
bop and torrid trumpets to some. 
extent, this Harlem vaudery has 
switched to an ofay magic show as. 
its top marquee lure for the cur- | 
rent layout. plete with illusions, 
skeletons, ghosts, etc., “Dr. Neff’s 
Madhouse of Mystery” (New Acts) 
registers fairly well wWeh the 
payees in more than 30 minutes 


ge. 
Lest jive be completely shelved, | 
Earl Bostic’s small sepia combo is 
on hand and it pleases with a neat | 
“8:45 Stomp” augmented by the | 








1 











Wedneday, August 25, 1948 
Unit, comprising three rhythm, one 
— _— ives poets, ome scores 
with “Cuttin’ e* ic croons Ne Ww A L 
the chorus on the latter. e Cc Ss 
_ Sandwiched in are the comedy | 
turn of George Williams plus) 
terper Ralph Brown. Former rat-- DR. NEFF’S MADHOUSE OF 
‘tles his lines off at a pace so brisk; MYSTERY (9) 
it’s difficult to follow in the rear! Magic 
of the house. Best of his patter is’ 35 Mins. 
a nonemeal ancctate ones or | Apollo, N. Y. 
mild palmwhacks. He needs a bet- | “ea “ 
ter sense of timing for an improved h For _ id wed Dr. a Mad- 
projection of his gags. ee yorery _% Reses. prin- 
Brown shuffles his brogans|C!Pally upon stock-in-trade illu- 
adeptly, sports a pleasant smile | sions common in the repertoire of 
and climaxes his act with an able — ng 3 Neff uses audience 
takeoff on Bill Robinson for nice | Volunteers. On the whole, he runs 
returns. Bostic returns for the | a a liberal quantity of 
closer, giving out with a frenzied | 0cUs-pocus whose quality is am- 
tune and injecting a personal ele-| Pile to satisfy the payees at this 
ment into it by marching up and — house. 
down the aisles, simultaneously Nefls mecromancy varies from 
blaring away on the sax. An un-| the trick of extracting a rash of 
billed pit band tees off the show | C®lored handkerchiefs out of a 
Giilb- | Teceptacie to the guillotine routine. 
| A versatile magi, he’s also adept at 
| hypnotism. In a scene tagged a 


. Oriental, Chi 


; '“Zombie’s Nightmare, ”a gal clad in 
Chicago, Aug. 20. (a4 white gown is “mesmerized” so 


Monica Lewis, Page Cavanaugh | 5 i : 
Trio, Marshall Bros. (2), Dewey | onion te a Base BH oat. 
Sisters (2), Carl Sands Orch; * 


“ é at For the skeptical, he passes a hoop 
Lady in Ermine” (20th). | around the legs and torso. It’s an 
| effective trick. 

“Madhouse of Mystery” label 


f o : a ; Stems primarily from several se- 
house orch leader with huge birth- | quences where the volunteers are 


day cake setting on stage. Orch has | *. ok he fo yng 
a "19 minute opening. sting high-| Used, First Dit is called “Tall of 








Current revue is woven around 
Carl Sands’ first anniversary as 


lighting some of the hit tunes of 


'47-48 with Smith Howard, drum- 
mer, baritoning, with the aid of 


the band glee club, ‘“Whiffenpoof | 


Song” and Sands getting salvos for 
88’ing of “Malaguena.” 

Dewey Sisters are strong openers 
with acro dancing, sommersaults 
and pinwheels, for nice response. 


Monica Lewis, radio songstress, | 


socks with “Lady In Love” to bring 
on wolf-calls, then 


j 
; 


long cloth which Neff cuts in half. 
In the course of the business three 
gals dash across the stage carrying 
skeletons, much to the alarm of the 
impressed aides. Upon 
amination of the cloth later, it’s 
discovered ta be whole. 

Other scenes are “The Haunted 
House in Drury Lane,” a miniature 
structure from which strange 


“Tree In the | sounds emanate although previous- 


re-ex- 


Meadow.” She really cooks on | ly it was concluded to be empty as 
“Gentleman is a Dope” and scores | well as the feat of reproducing a 


again with encore, “It’s Magic” and | Y°UnNS woman from an “empty” 


make it all look very simple and) 


business suits, work in unison for | 


Earl Bostic Orch (6): “Dr Ned's | CHT COUNTY FAIR SET 


“Devil's | 


leader’s solid contrib on the sax. |! 


Marshall Bros. are “must” re- 


peats for this house. Youthful 
‘comics, from moment younger 
‘hugs the mike with Sinatra satire, 
ito closer with junior member tak- 


| laughs. Usuai run of radio and film 

|impressions is brightened by spe- 
cial material and sharp asides. A 
solid hit all the way. 

| Page Cavanaugh Trio swing into 


the nursery rhyme tunes about | 


|“Goldilocks and the Three Bears,” 
‘and “Little Bo-Peep.” Material is 
good, but better suited for bistro 
work, tunes sounding much the 
‘same. Trio, composed of guitar, 
| piano, and bass, get more in the 
| groove with Cavanaugh’s vocal on 
|“After You're Gone” and pianoing 
|of “Walking My Baby Back Home.” 
| Trio blend well in soft voiced ren- 
ditions, but mike arrangement was 
poor and several times voices over- 
‘lapped. Close solid with fast ver- 
‘sion of “How High The Moon,” in 
‘which Al Burns, bass, sets a furi- 
‘ous beat. Zabe. 


Hippodrome, Balto. 
Baltimore, Aug. 21. 

Dick Foran, Jay & Lou Seiler, 
Bobby Sargent, Holloway Sisters 
/(2), Jo Lombardi House Orch 
'(12): “Return of the Bad Men” 
| (RKO). 
| Well routined layout of good tal- 
ent plays very well. Impressive 
_opening is contributed by the Hol- 
loway Sisters, duo of good-looking 
girls who shake out legit hoofery 
in unison and challenge. Makes for 
|nice opener. 

Bobby Sargent, in the deuce, is 
a smart young.comic essaying fun- 
‘ny impressions and good material 
for solid returns. Dick Foran, 
|cowboy vocalist from Hollywood, 
'comes on in sport togs and gives 





‘out with straight vocals, tossing | 


in only one oater, “The Last 
| Roundup.” Does “Night and Day” 
ard “Whiffenpoof Song” for solid 
| applause. 
Jay and Lou Seiler close with 
| practiced clowning and expert tim- 
‘ing for maximum laugh returns. 
| Business on curved skis is funny, 
'and closing bit of a horror scene 
‘from a picture employing Peter 
| Lorre and Bela Lugosi, made up 
|mostly of grunts and growls, is a 
|perfect clincher for a _ groovey 
| windup. 
Biz good. 





Burm. 


FOR SOLDIER’S FIELD 


Chicago, Aug. 24. 

Chicago will have its first down- 
town Cook County Fair complete 
with midway, stock judging shows, 
aquatic spectacle, and cooking con- 
tests. Fair, one of the largest in 
the midwest, usually plays outly- 
ing towns, but lack of space has 
forced it into Soldiers’ Field. 

Show, which runs from Aug. 29 
through to Sept. 6, has pacted 
Johnny Jones Shows and Crosby 
Productions’ “Rhapsody in Swing- 
time,” water extravaganza, as main 


| theatre’s lights doused .and lumi- 
| nous, wraith-like objects, “ghosts,” 
_etc., flit about ih the murk. 
Entire layout practically boils 
down to a one-man show, for Neff 


but overall measures up for plenty {ing a cuffing, garner incessant | is onstage continuously and accom- 


|Panies his prestidigitation and 
| Sleight-of-hand work with a con- 
| stant flood of explanatory remarks. 
| While this spiel, of course, is nec- 
|essary it could be brightened. 
| Magico’s delivery, too, tends to be- 
come monotonous. 

Show was rather draggy when 
caught Friday (20) and trimming 
its extreme length would punch it 
up considerably. This unit is like- 
ly for the average vauder, but bet- 
ter production values and a tauter 
continuity are needed before it’s 
ready. Assisting Neff are several 
femmes whose chores are chiefly 
confined to arranging props and 
other gear. Gilb. 


| 





BRUCE HOWARD 
Comedy 
10 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


_ Bruce Howard’s comedy impres- 
sions, generally, give the impres- 
sion of vocal fidelity, but at this 
stage of his development he’s 
failed to catch the personality of 
his various subjects. He has a 
| basically good act, but needs 
| stronger material. 
| One of his failings is the need 
/to provide his bits better tie-ins, 
|a matter that will have to be 
| worked out between his writer and 

himself. 

* Among his better takeoffs are Ed 

Gardner, Ronald Colman and 

Wallace Beery. However, the 
| majority of his work is confined to 
familiar voices. Jose. 








TERRY TWINS 
Dance 

7 Mins. 

Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


The Terry Twins, a nicely-fig- 
ured tap twain, have a _ well-in- 
tegrated set of routines that should 
work itself into good family time 
fodder. _ The girls’ taps are clean 
and their routines are designed to 
give a semblance of ish. 

Girls still! need to punctuate 
their terps with some applause- 
winning tricks. Their acro bits fail 
to fill that purpose completely, al- 
though they help in the good over- 
all reception. Costuming, while 
adequate, similarly needs a few 
touches to arrest attention. Jose. 





ROSLYN PAIGE 


6 Mins. . | 
Leon & Eddie’s, N. Y. 


Roslyn Paige is a well-groomed 
songstress with a basically good 
voice and okay projection. She 
has an engaging personality and a 
good feel for rhythm tunes. 

iss Paige, however, has yet to 
capture the knack of working 
large spots. She needs a more 
knowing use of her hands and a 
a more sapient brand of showman- 
ship before she can be class d as : 





Standard act. Jose. 
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VARIETY 





1948-49 Season's Edge 


Although recent weeks’ Broadway grosses have been running 

tly below those of the corresponding weeks of last season. 

the total gross for all shows so far this season is still ahead of the 
similar 12 weeks of the 1946-47 season. 

The combined take for the 14 current shows last week was 
$374,200, compared with $376,300 for 17 shows the corresponding 
week last season. The total gross so far this season is $5,074.600 
for 236 show-weeks, compared with last season’s $4,817,100 for 239 
show-weeks. 

With 13 new productions listed for September (against five for 
September, 1947) the edge over last season’s running total gross 
should be increased next month. The first real hit last season 
didn’t open until well into October. 


see aeons 


Romberg Score Still Not Ready, 
But Guild to Take My Romance’ 


Romberg +: | 








Although mee 
hasn’t yet completed the new score. 
for “My Romance,” the musical has | Houseman Drops Hold 


already been set as a Theatre Guild On ‘Bernarda Alba’ 


subscription show in New York. It 
will be the first Shubert production | John Houseman no longer holds 


ever offered to local Guild sub- | 4 option on “The House of Ber- 





‘Cordon Takes Over 
| ‘Signor Chicago’ But 
| Production Uncertain 





Max Gordon has taken over the 


| 1-Act Plays Held Good Possi 
For Comeback as Video Material 





new Edward Chodorov play, “Sig- | + 


| 


One-act plays, long a drug on 
the script market, may have a ma- 


| nor Chicago,” from Edward Ch 
i ’ oate, . ° 
‘but it’s still not certain that he’) D.C. Guild Subscribers 


actually produce it. With two new 
productions (“Town House” and 
| “Bravo!” on his fall schedule now. 
Gordon is already heavily com- 
mitted and may not want to under- 
take raising the additional financ- 
ing necessary for a third show 


Switch to Baltimore 


Washington, Aug. 24. 
As many as 1,000 Theatre Guild 
subscribers in Washington are ex- 
pected to transfer their affiliation 


/usually has a relatively small list 


to Ford’s theatre in Baltimore for 
the Guild season this year, accord- 
ing to the local Guild office. 

With the shutdown of the Na- 
tional here as a legiter, the Guild 
has been promoting the Baltimore 
house and is scheduling special 
buses to haudle those who do not 
drive to Baltimore in their own 


immediately. The producer 


which invests in his productions, 
and there may be limits to how 
much they might want to pul up) 
over a short period, before any of | 
= new shows could begin to pay | 
off. 
Choate’s reason for dropping | 
“Signor Chicago” is understood to 





cars. 
‘have been primarily trouble about | e 
raising the necesSary production | 
coin. However, he'll have on inter- | ans 


est in the show if and when Gordon | 


actually puts it on. 


| jor comeback via television. Such 
a development would bring a spec- 
tacular boost in revenue for a num- 
ber of unheard-of playwrights. 
From indications, that trend is un- 
der way and will probably mush- 
room as the video medium expands. 


Because of the gradual change in 
the economic setup of legit over 
the last quarter-century, short dra- 
matie sketches became a negligible 
factor in the script field. With the 
decline of vaudeville, in which 
stage stars used them as vehicies 
for bookings between legit engage- 
ments, a large source of royalties 
evaporated. About the same time, 
the disappearance of stock alse 
dealt a brutal wallop te one-act 
play authors. 

In recent years few established 
dramatists have bothered to write 
playlets, as there has been no mar- 


scribers. The premiere is slated 
for fall at an unspecified theatre. 


According to Lawrence Langner, 


eo-director of the Guild, the selec- | 
tion of “My Romance” as a sub- | 
scription show was not the result | 


of any pressure. The Guiid -~was 
governed by favorable report on 
the musical from Boston last sea- 
son, he - said. From other 


sources it was explained that the | 


Guild has been anxious to get its 
New York subscription season un- 
der way early, and that “My Ro 
mance” is figured a likely change 
of pace from the other two sched- 
uled subscription 
Whistle” and “Set My People 
Free,” both straight plays. The 
Guild’s own musical, ‘“Yne Pursuit 
of Happiness,” may or may not be 
ready this season. 


Also, it’s said, the Guild man- 


shows, “Silver | 


narda Alba,” the Richard O’Con- 
/nell-James Graham Lujan transla- 
‘tion of the Garcia Lorea drama, 
| which he tried out last fall on the 
Coast. There’s still an outside 
chance of his producing it. New 
Stages is interested in the script, 
| but there’s nothing active on the 
| play at the moment. 


: Before returning to Hollywood 
in January to produce a picture for 
RKO, he may stage the Ashley 
| Dukes play, ‘‘The Man with a Load 
|of Mischief,” which Herman J. 
| Mankiewiez has slated for revival 
‘on Broadway. That’s currently be- 
/ing held up by casting difficulty. 
| Meanwhile, Houseman is writing a 
series of articles on show business, 
| for which a publication deal is not 
definitely set. 





agement is glad to give a business 
assist to the Shuberts, with whom 
it’s associated in numerous theatre- 
rental deals both in New York and 
on the road. And the Guild and 
Lee Shubert are associated in the 
American Theatre Society, each 
holding a one-third interest, with To simplify the billing, Ruth 
Marcus Heiman having the other Gordon and her husband: Garson 
third. Under that setup, any one Kanin, are no longer listed as co- 
of the three can vote a show as.a producers of Miss Gordon’s new 
subscription offering in the 30 ATS play, “The Leading Lady.” Com- 
cities. |edy will be billed as presented by 
Romberg, currently on the Coast, | Victor Samrock and William Fields, 
is due Sept. 10 in New York, but formerly listed as associate pro- 
will send the new score east song ducers, as they were with the 
by song, as he composes it. Fact Kanins last season on “How I Won- 
that he is working on “My Ro- der.” 
mance” is regarded as a reconcilia- | Miss Gordon and Kanin feel that, 
tion, as he has been reported on since she will be billed as star and 
the outs with ‘the Shuberts for author of the play, with Kanin as 
many years. _stager, it would also appear osten- 
Tiff arose after the Shuberts tatious to give themselves producer 
made an outright buy of his “Blos- listing. They will retain major 
som Time” and “Student Prince” share of show, of course, with Sam- 
operettas, and played the shows | rock and Fields having an interest. 
perennially without paying him any, “Lady” premieres Sept. 13 in 
royalties With the formation of Chicago and opens Oct. 5 at the 
the Dramatists Guild years ago Cort, N. Y. 


s 


Gordon, Kanin 





Condense Billing 


“Signor,” | 
which Chodorov adapted from “The 
Women Have Their Way,” by the | y a., 06 


| Quintero brothers, would cost about 
$60,000 to produce. Beulah Bondi, 
| Rhys Williams and Mare Lawrence 
have been mentioned for the east. 


Al White Quits 
Charley’ in Tiff 
With Producers 


Al White’s replacement by 
|George Balanchine as choreograph- 
‘er of “Where’s Charley?” over last 
"weekend followed a series of dis- 
| putes with Gwen Rickard, co-pro- 
|ducer of the musical and wife of 
Ray Bolger, the star. White finally 








|walked out Saturday night (21), 


jand the management announced 
|Balanchine’s signing the next day, 
Sunday (22). Balanchine was origi- 
‘mally mentioned as choreographer 
|of the show last summer, but quit 
jas a result of differences over se- 
\leetion of dancers. 

_- According to White, Miss Rick- 
|ard began interfering with the 
staging of the dances more than 
a week ago, with matters reaching 
a showdown late last week. Finally, 
‘when it was suggested that he be 
‘billed as Albert White, Jr., in 
the progr2 . because Al White 
wouldn’t sound “dignified,” he 
blew up é.d quit. 

“Where’s Charley?” a musical 
version of “Charley’s Aunt,” is be- 
ing staged by George Abbott and 
produced by Cy Feuer, Ernest Mar- 
tin and Miss Rickard. White’s last 


| 

| Actors Equity may decide within 
the next few days te extend its ban 
on racial segregation in Washing- 
ton to Alexandria, Va., and other 
nearby communities. Such action 
was proposed to the union’s coun- 


was referred to the segregation 
committee, which is to consider it 
at a special meeting today (Wed.). 

The question of broadening the 
Equity ban arose last week when 
it became known that “New York 
theatre interests,” including the 
United Booking Office, was nego- 
tiating with the owners of the Vir- 
ginia theatre, Alexandria, to con- 
vert the house for legit, and to 
book touring shows there. It’s fig- 
ured that use of the Alexandria 


cil yesterday (Tues.), but the matter | 


ket for them, and thus little incen- 
tive. Noel Coward wrote and, with 
Gertrude Lawrence, starred im 
three bills of nine one-acters, under 
the title of “Tonight at 8:30,” in 
New York in 1936-37. There have 
been other sporadic attempts to 
present bills of short sketches on 
Broadway, such as the current New 
Stages production of Jean-Paul 
‘Sartre’s “The Respectful Prosti- 
tute,” and Richard Harrity’s “Hope 
Is the Thing with Feathers,’ at the 
Cort, N. Y. 

But except for these and some 
|playlets written by William Saro- 
'yan, Thornton Wilder and the vari- 
ous Eugene O'Neill one-acters dane 
_ by the old Provincetown playhouse, 
the field has been left largely to 
‘obseure authors and little -theatre 
| groups. 

| Now, however, the dramatic play- 


house would get around the new lets are becoming popular for tele- 
Equity rule barring segregation in vision. Various production groups 
Washington, since the Virginia are reportedly being formed to use 





state law requires segregation. 

The National Assn. for the Ad- 
| Vancement of Colored People sent 
| a wire to the Equity council yester- 
day, urging extension of the 
union’s anti-segregation rule be ex- 
tended to “Virginia and other parts 
of the Capital area.”’ It added that 
the proposed use of the Alexandria 
theatre “is so clearly an evasion of 
Actors Equity’s ban that this fur- 
ther step is necessary to prevent 
a mockery of Equity’s purpose.” 

As reported in 
VARIETY, a number of Broadway 
Managers and authors have stated 
that they would not permit their 
| shows to be booked into Alexandria 
even if the Equity ban were not 
extended. Also, various name 
dramatists indicated that if such 
a thing became necessary they 
would circulate a new pledge 
among leading authors not to allow 
| their shows to play Alexandria. 





last week's 


previous-stint was doing the dances | 





one-acters for video, and a growing 
number of indie TV stations are 
finding them suitable material. The 
American Theatre Wing is working 
on one such project, and Burgess 
_Meredith and Robert Ross are set- 
ting up another. 


Up te 25 Outlets Using "Em 


_ According te Samuel French, 
_which probably handles more one- 
_act plays than any other firm, there 
|are between 20 and 25 TV outlets 
in various cities now regularly us- 
standard dramatic sketches. 
Perhaps the most popular one-act 

play author on the French list is 

Florence Ryerson and her late hus- 
band, Colin Ciements, who for 
Many years had a substantial in- 
_come from scripts for amateur per- 
‘formance, but who never clicked in 
| the professional theatre until their 


“Harriet” and =~more recent 


,“Strange Bedfellows” were done on 
Broadway. 





such deals are outlawed. 

“My Romance,” an operetta ver- 
sion of -‘Romance,” 
Sheldon dramatic hit of 1920-21, 
was done on the road last season 
with a score by Denes Agay and 
Philip Redowski, but did spotty 
business. At the beginning of this 
season it was decided to scrap the 
entire score, and Romberg was 
signed to supply the new one. 

Only three previous outside pro- 
ductions have ever been offered as 
Guild subscription plays in New 
York. They were “The Merchant of 
Yonkers,” produced by Herman 
Shumlin in 1938-39; “Morning’s at 
Seven,” done by Dwight Deere 
Wiman in 1939-40, and ‘““‘The Cream 
in the Well,” presented by Carly 


Wharton-Martin Gabel in 1940-41. 


All were flops. 


‘Heaven’ Hub Delay 





Figured Costing 106 


Boston, Aug. 24. 

“Heaven on Earth,” orginally 
set for a Shubert opening on Aug. 
19, was set back to Aug. 
on account of the complicated 
scenery. 
taneously at the Shubert, Wilbur, 
Majestic and Plymouth, and set- 
back figured to cost Monte Proser 
an additional $10,000. Show bud- 
geted well above $200,000. 


Other, legit prospects currently | 
are “Small Wonder” at the Majes- 


tic, Aug. 30; “Town House,” Colo- 
nial, Sept. 2; “Grandma’s Diary,” 
Wilbur, Sept. 6; “Command De- 
cision,” Wilbur, Sept. 20; “Set My 
People Free,” Guild show, Oct. 4., 
and “Romance,” Shubert, Oct. 4. 





the Edward | 


Show rehearsed simul-, 





| 
| 


Schwartz 906 Advance; 
Reopen Parkway, B’klyn 


Advance sales on Maurice 
Schwartz’s four new productions, 
to be presented this season at the 
Yiddish Art Theatre, N. Y., has 
reached $90,000 so far, the manager 
reveals, 

His first play, “The Voice Of 
Israel,” a drama on contemporary 
Palestine by Elias Gilner, will open 
Oct. 25. ' 

Jacob Jacobs, actor-producer of 
YViddish-language legit, and Nathan 
Goldberg plan reopening the Park- 
way theatre, Brooklyn, this fall. 
They will head a new eompany 





that will present a series of musi-— 


| cals. House is scheduled to open 
| Oct. 13 with a new play by Louis 
| Freiman, as yet untitled. 

Weekly tabloid Yiddish legit will 
be produced by actor-director Irv- 
ing Jacobson, with the opening 
Sept. 3 of the Downtown National, 
N. Y. “Song of Israel,’ Louis Frei- 


ter, will tee off. 


Barbara Bel Geddes 





| In Sartre B’way Play 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
If film commitmefits don’t in- 
terfere, Barbara Bel Geddes re- 
turns to Broadway around Christ- 
mas, starring in 
American adaptation of Jean-Paul 
Sartre play. 
| Jean Dalrymple is producing. 


“Red Gloves,” 


|for the Bolger starrer, “Silver Lin- 
ing,” for Warner Bros. He got out 
‘ef another commitment with the 
‘studio to do “Charley.” He expects 
to return to the Coast shortly, but 
has no assignment as yet. 


“MAGDALENA’ 1ST SOLO 
_» FOR HOMER CURRAN 


| “Magdalena,” slated to open 
Sept. 30 at the Ziegfeld, N. Y., will 
/be the solo presentation of Homer 
| Curran. It will be the first time in 

the Coast showman’s long career 
that he’s had sole presenter billing, 
‘although he’s had co-producer and 
“in association with” listing with 
‘noted producers for several dec- 
| ades. 

New operetta represents almost 
a lifetime ambition for Curran. He 
is credited with the idea of the 
show, and collaborated with Fred- 
erick Hazlitt Brennan on the book, 
with Heitor Villa-Lobos composing 
the music and Robert Wright and 
George Forrest writing the lyrics. 
Musical was originally slated to be 





23 man’s musical starring Max Klet- presented by Curran and Edwin 


| Lester, but the billing will now list 
/Curran as presenter and give Les- 

ter production credit below the 
| show title. 


‘Bostonians’ Held Over 
| Provincetown, Mass., Aug. 24. 
“The Bostonians,” dramatized by 
Bernard Evelyn from the Henry 
James novel, has been held over a 
second week at the Wharf play- 
house here. 
Tryout opened Aug. 16 and is 
now slated to wind up the straw- 
hat season here Saturday (28). 





Vic Hyde May Replace 


Herb Shriner is seeking out from 
his “Inside USA” Broadway legit 
contract, now that he has estab 
lished himself, and Victor Hyde 
may succeed him-for eight weeks. 
The musical comedian, currently 
playing fairs for Barnes & Car- 
ruthers, via Naomi Horrabin, his 
personal manager from Des 
Moines, would be available end- 
September until his opening for 
Val Parnell in a Xmas panto in 
London Dec. 6. 

Shriner’s exit is chiefly because 
of the short dough, now that he 
|has television and nitery offers. 
| He will probably go into the Octo 
/ber show at the Copacabana, N. Y. 





Boretz-Bassman Doing 
Gosch-Healey Musical 


Allen Boretz is writing the book 
/and lyrics, and George Bassman is 
| composing the score, for a musical 
| comedy, tentatively titled “Have a 
| Heart,” to be produced by Martin 
'Gosch and Eunice Healey. Jerome 
‘Robbins or Robert Lewis will be 

sought as director, and the leading 
| part is figured a natural for Louis 
Calhern. A January preem is 
| planned. 

' Boretz, who left Monday (23) for 
the Coast, will work on the show 
there, with Bassman remaining 
east to do the tunes. Gosch and 
'Miss Healey were associated last 
season in the production of Em- 
|met Lavery’s “The Gentleman 
’From Athens.” 





Herb Shriner in ‘USA’ 


| One-acters are leased by French 
on a royalty basis, with the fee de- 
pending on the number of per- 
formarces, whether the show is 
sponsored or sustaining, and 
whether it is carried by a single 
station or a network. In the case 
of single-station telecasts, the size 
‘of the potential video audience is 
‘also a factor. Within those wide 
limits, royalties may run from $25 
to $100 per performance. But the 


expands and the demand 


| While the Kraft and Theatre 

Guild tele programs are 60 minutes 
long, thus use somewhat condensed 
versions of full-length plays, it's 
figured that the production cost 
factor may ultimately make 360- 
|minute shows more or less the 
standard. In that event, one-act 
| plays would be the natural vehicle. 
| For one thing, their length would 
be suitable (or readily adapted so). 
Also, their limited-scene setup 
would generally be more practical 
material than radio scripts or short 
stories, either of which would like- 
ly involve complications as to locaie 
and story-telling technique. 


, Due for ‘Anne’ Rehearsals 


Joyce Redman, set for the title 
part in Maxwell Anderson's new 
drama, “Anne of the 1,000 Days.” 
opposite Rex Harrison, is now in 
England, but will come to the U. S. 
shortly for the start of rehearsals. 
Harrison has a hefty salary and 
percentage deal. 

Play is being presented by the 
Playwrights’ Co., in association 
with Leland Hayward. and Bre- 
‘taigne Windust will direct. 
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Star System Hurting Strawhats; 


— Say It Wrecks Stock Companies 


New Haven, Aug. 24. 
Present strawhat season, now on 
its last legs, has brought out cer- 
tain factors which, according to 


some operators, will require re- | 


vision before another semester 
rolls around. One Connecticut spot, 


climaxing another red season un- | 


der several years of Equity opera- 
tion, has just about decided to 
switch over to non-Equity for next 
year. Another w.k. barnyard im- 
presario, who insists an anonymity 
for obvious reasons, has this to say: 

“Some years ago, we set out to 


give our community a high stand- | 


ard of entertainment at a reason- 
able cost. We developed a good 
stock company of talented players, 
provided enjoyable attractions, and 
everybody was happy. Then some- 


body introduced the star system, | 


which was the beginning of a radi- 
cal change in summer theatre op- 
eration. “ 

“Each theatre tried to outdo its 
neighbor, which resulted in a»con- 
dition of most of the week’s pay- 
roll going to the star, with neces- 
sarily inferior talent being used to 
fill in. 

“Now we find ourselves in a third 
phase of operation in which the 
stars are all byt taking us over, 


leaving the theatre operator in the | 
position of someone who merely | 


provides the wherewithal for the 
star to make a good thing of the 
summer tour. 

“This has been particularly 
noticeable this season because of 
the fact that the star, usually for 


economic reasons wants to play a, 


full season without rehearsals. 
The policy now is to send along the 
play’s stage manager a week ahead 
and tell us where -the star wyill 
stand, how the star will do so‘and 
so, and, in short, take the direc- 
tion of our attractions completely 
out’of gur hands. 

“The fact that we have had years 
of experience in knowing just what 
our particular audiences will or 
will not take means nothing to 
these stage manager-directors, so 
there is often plenty of 4riction 
from that angle. 

“Another headache is the fact 
that the star usually insists on 
bringing along certain players of 
limited talent, a _ situation that 


means it is impossible for us to) 


maintain a company of the calibre 
we've been used to, only to have 
various members idle half the sea- 
son. Frankly, this has resulted in 
a letdown in the quality of our 
supporting players and we're not 
at all pleased about that. 
“Between the fact that it, is cost- 
ing us more and more to operate 
and we are being placed in a posi- 
tion where we have less and less 
to say about our operation, it looks 
like we'll have to make a few 


changes before next season gets 


underway.” 





‘Front Page’ Hypo 
Minneapolis, Aug. 24. 

_Strawhat theatre got a_ strong 
lift here with Old Log theatre's 
stunt of producing “The Front 
Page” with cast including numer- 
ous actual newspaper people and 
the Hernepin county sheriff, Ed) 
Ryan, who played the role of the | 
sheriff. 

Don Stolz, Old Log director, re-. 
hearsed newspaper people and the | 
sheriff for two weeks before put- 
ting them into rehearsals with the | 
sags who had their interim shows | 
0 perform. Gideon Seymour, | 
a Star & Tribune execu-| 
tive editor, played the role of Wal-. 
ter Burns, the managing editor, 
with adroit bluster and change of | 
pace. Hildy Johnson, its star re- | 
porter, was played by Guy Arbury, | 
regular Old Log cast member, and 
Bea Roth, also a pro, was the tart. 


Other Old Loggers’ were in the V4. 


cast, but reporters were played by 
John K. Sherman, Star & Tribune 
drama and music critic; 
Guise, Star city editor; ) 
Hawthorne, Tribune city editor; 


, 


Seek Ala. State Theatre 


Abingdon, Va. Aug. 24. 
Emily Bell, one of the co-found- 
ers of the Joseph Jefferson Play- 
ers at Mobile, Ala., is conferring 
with Governor Jim Folsom on or- 
ganizing a State Theatre of Ala- 





4 


ithe tune of a hefty $10,000, reach- 
ing the b.o. heights scaled by Elisa- 
beth Bergner in “Escape Me 
Never”. several sessions ago. Only 
'show to top this record was Helen 
Haves in “Alice Sit By the Fire,” 
but latter had the edge helped by 
two extra days of playing time. 
Barn outfit expanded its capacity 
of 596 adding 120 extra seats on 
the side aisles. 


Current attraction, Arthur 


Treacher in the revival of the Sir |! 


Arthur Wing Pinero opus, - “The 
| Magistrate,” is clicking. Jerome 
|Mayer is producing, and is still 
Broadway-bound with the show. 
Brian Aherne in “Beau Strate- 
| gem,” starting Aug. 31, brings the 
Olney to its final. week, with pro- 
ducer Richard Skinner still scout- 
ing around for a show to bring 
down the curtain for the season. 
Katharine Hepburn, who had been 
an exciting “almost,” bowed out 
recently when Metro beckoned and 
she had to return to the Coast. 


Denver Rep Folds Prematurely 


Denver, Aug. 24. 
Artists Repertory Theatre, play- 
|ing stock, closed its season after 
six weeks of a scheduled 12. Plan 
was to use visiting stars with a 
resident company at Phipps au- 
|ditorium, seating 960, and with a 


at $2 top is having its usual fine 

‘business in its 58th year. 
Reasons for the flop was the un- 

usually 


| local Red Rocks shows, the latter 
/seating 7,000, 
| shows a week, including the Den- 
ver symphony orchestra. 





Woolley In ‘Dinner’ 
Saratoga Spgs., N. Y., Aug. 24. 

_ Monty Woolley this week is play- 
ing “The Man Who Came to Din- 
ner” at the Spa Summer Theatre, 
in the part he created on Broad- 
way. The actor makes his home 
here with a brother. 

__ The nurse is being played by 
Marjorie Feggs. Others in the cast 
are Teddy Hart, Martha Brooks, 
Ted Allegretti, Roderich Winchell, 
|_Margaret Halbert, Helen Doherty, 
|_Mary Richardson, Clyde Waddell, 
| Virginia Maddocks, William Jeff- 
‘rey, Ruth Hermansen and Kurt 
‘Richards. 





Pitt White Barn’s Extension 


Pittsburgh, Aug. 24. 
_ Unexpected click of White Barn 
theatre in its first year of opera- 
tion has resulted in extension of 
the season from the 11 weeks orig- 
inally set to 13. Announced in the 
| beginning to wind up Sept. 4, com- 

pany will keep going until 18th. 
One of two added plays will be 
“The Little Foxes;” other hasn’t 


| been selected yet. 





| Strawhat Jottings 








The Dock Street theatre, oldest 
legit house in America, is currently 
offering the Footlight Players, a 


little theatre group ... Dolly Lush | 


and Harry Rigby are reported 
having taken over the Cape play- 
house, Cape May, N. J., from T. C. 
Upham, and have appointed Gus 
Schirmer, Jr., manager-director 
... Harvey T. Warren, director of 
the Youngstown (O.) playhouse the 
last two seasons. has been named 
managing director of the Topeka 
Civic theatre for the coming sea- 
son ... “Widow's Walk,” a tryout, 
did virtual capacity business last 


| week at Barter theatre, Abingdon, 


Almost the whole countryside 
turned out Monday night (23) for 
the preem of Nat Karson’s produc- 


George | tion of “Hamlet” there, with Reb- 
Bower | ert Breen, 


Fred Warriner, Leo 
Chalzell and Jacqueline Logan 


Bob Murphy, Star & Tribune movie featured. 


critic; George Rice and Brad Mor- | 


Barbara Brady, granddaughter of 


rison, Tribune staff members; Joe William A. Brady, at_the Berk- 


Seager, Star market assistant, who | shire 


a a dumb cop; Virginia Saf- 
ord, Star columnist, onetime pro- 
fessional actress and dramatic, 
stock leading woman, who had the 
small role of the scrubwoman; Bar-— 
bara Flanagan, Tribune reporter, 
the girl; Margaret Foley, Tribune 


editorial employee, the mother, and_ this season. 


Sarah Lee Luther, Star society re- 
Porter, Mrs. Schlosser. 


‘Horton-‘Henry’ Hefty 10G 
Taieag Olney, Md., Aug. 24. 
Everett Horton’ in 
gtime for Henry” packed 
into the Olney past week to 





Playhouse, Stockbridge, 
Mass., this week in “The Bat.” 


Added Strawhats 


The following summer theatres, 
not previously listed, are operating 
This brings the total 
number of strawhats to 219. 

NEW YORK 





| Highland: © my sag Grange 


summer theatre; James Busby. 
OHIO 
Yellow Springs: Opera House. 
WEST VIRGINIA 
Wheeling: Players, Inc, 


top ot $2.40. Nearby Elitch theatre | 


t heavy run of attractions | 
in Denver, Central City and the! 


with one to three) 





bama. 


‘in her home state, Miss Bell has 


| been observing operations of the | 


Barter Theatre, State Theatre of 
| Virginia at Abingdon for the past 
two months. 


Met Agreement Looked 


| 


~ On as Union Deieat; 





The Metropolitan Opera Assn. 
|agreement with its 12 unions Mon- 
day (23), reopening the cancelled 
Met season, is regarded in the 
‘trade as a definite defeat for the 
unions in their original pitch for 
wage increases and social security. 
In certain circles the recent nego- 
_tiations are also looked on as a 
successful attempt on the part of 
the Met management to intimidate 
_the unions and a portend of what 
‘is in store for labor unions gen- 
jerally in future contractual nego- 
| tiations. 

Most of the unions had agreed 
|several weeks ago to forego pay 
|inereases in the light of the Met’s 
|last season $220,000 deficit, al- 
' though some had had no pay hikes 
'in two years. A few unions—the 
‘musicians, notably—had held out 
for social security on the basis that 
|they- worked a maximum of 30 
| weeks a year, and were entitled to 
| some cushion the other 22. Social 
security would have cost the Met 
3% of its pavroll, or about $125,- 
|000 yearly. 

The Met mai.agement refused to 
add this to its costs, adding that 
as a non-profit organization they 
were not called upon to do so. But 
Ballet Theatre, also a non-profit 
organization, had voluntarily insti- 
tuted it, as had Ballet International 
several seasons ago. 

In the Met’s announcement Mon- 
day (23), it stated that manage- 
ment would try to bring itself un- 
der federal social security “as soon 
as benefits can be extended legal- 
ly” to employees of non-profit in- 
stitutions. Trade was quick to point 
out that thi; suggested it was “‘ille- 
‘gal’ to grant social security in non- 
profit setups, when this isn’t so. 
|The Government doesn't demand 
social security from non-profit 
| groups, bu. permits it, as above in- 
|stances show. 
| Schedule for the Met’s opening 
|will be worked out on manager 
' Edward Johnson’s return to N. Y.., 
with likelihood that the original 
18-week season setup will be some- 
what curtailed. - 


“LIFE WITH MOTHER’ 
ADDED TO PHILLY SKED 


Philadelphia, Aug. 24. 

‘Another important booking has 
been added to Philly’s early;sea- 
son list and now the four regular 
legit playhouses are ail solidly 
_booked for the first six weeks of 
| 1948-49 except for two weeks at 
the Forrest in October not as yet 
officially filled. 

The new booking is “Life With 
Mother,” which .comes into «he 
| Walnut Oct. 4 for a two-week fur- 
ther tryout prior to its Broadway 
opening This gives the Walnut 
three name attractions in a row, 
“The Heiress” (Opening Sept. 20), 
“Life With Mother” and Maurice 
Evans’ ‘Man and Superman.” 
They're all in for two weeks’ each. 
“Where’s Charley,” the new mu- 
sical starring Ray Bolger and 
based on the old farce,, “Charley’s 
Aunt,” opens the Forrest Sept. 
13 for three weeks. Forrest’s next 
attraction (Oct. 4) is the one doubt- 
{ul spot in the booking chart al- 
though another musical try-out is 
mentioned. 

“That’s the Ticket”, still another 
musical tryout, opens a four-week 
spin at the Shubert Sept. 20, fol- 
, lowing two weeks of “Brigadoon”. 
‘which ories off the season’s lid 
‘Labor Day (Sept- 6). Also Labor 
| Day night, “For Love or Money” 
bows at the Locust, to be followed 
by Tallualah Bankhead in “Pri- 
vates Lives” and “Born Yester- 
day.” First two are in for two 
weeks; ‘Yesterday’ may linger 








longer. | who introduced song, “Gentleman 





Peter Wolf will design settings 
for the State Fair auditorium | 


| shows, Dallas, of the next Fair sea- « 


son, Oct. 9 to 24. 


| As a result of growing interest | 


Social Security ‘Legal’. 


Newspaper-Owned TV Stations Snag 


~ Legit Actors on Pressure Interviews 





Legit Bits | 


George M. Cohan, assistant treas- 
urer at the Fulton, N. Y., is a 
cousin of the late star of that name 

.. Al Rosen, general manager of 
the Montclair (N. J.) theatre, re- 
turned this week from the Coast 

. Also back from the Coast is 
Daniel Blum, editor of Theatre 


World, the annual legit almanac 
.. . Alexander Cohen, whose pro- 
duction of Benn Levy’s “Clutter- 
buck” is scheduled for fall, under- 
; went an appendectomy last Thurs- 
day (19) at Mt. Sinai hospital, N. Y. 
... William R. Katzell, who'll pre- 
sent the revue, “Lend an Ear,” on 
Broadway, planed in Monday (23) 
from the Coast, but returns there 
next week ... Thornton Wilder 
goes to Ireland about Sept. 15 for 
a six menths’ stay, but denies he’s 
working on a new play. He won't 
reveal his writing plans. 

The Dover (N. J.) Little Theatre 
is holding Broadway playgoing 
parties, commuting to New York 
by chartered bus...Walter Fried 
and Barry Hyams have optioned 
“Woman in Arms,” by Abraham 
Polonsky, John Reinhardt and Hans 
Rehfisch, with 
slated to direct. Fried and Clur- 
man will then do the new Clifford 
Odets script, “Winter Journey,” 
after which they’re figuring on 
“Woman in the Case” (working 
title), by Howard Teichmann... 
Julie Haydon is to have the Laur- 
ette Taylor role in a revival of 
“Peg O’ My Heart” this season... 
Eleanor Pinkham, general manager 
of the Los Angeles Civie Light 
Opera Assn., is due Saturday (28) 
trom the Coast as the personal 
representative of Homer Curran 
and Edwin Lester in setting up the- 
atre parties for “Magdalena,” 
which is slated to open Sept. 20 
at the Ziegfeld, N. Y. 

Mimi Kelly, daughter of Paul 
Kelly, succeeds Nan Wynn as 








femme lead in “Finian’s Rainbow,” | 


at the 46th Street theatre, N. Y., ef- 
fective Sept. 6. Jay Martin replaces 
Donald Richards the same day.. 
John van Druten’s newest play, 
“Bell, Book and Candle,” will be 
presented on Broadway around 
Jan. 1 by Afrea de Liagre, Jr 
“A Comedy of Good and Evil” & 
due Sept. 27 at the Morosco, after 
a tryout at the Wilbur, Boston, 
starting Sept. 13... Bill Doll suc- 
‘ceeds Michel Mok next Monday 
(30) as pressagent of “Make Mine 
'Manhattan,” at the Broadhurst, 
N. Y., continuing to handle ‘‘Annie 
Get Your Gun,” at the Imperial, 
N.Y... . Jane Berlandina, scenic 
‘and costume designer from San 
.Francisco, is now in New York 
'with sketches for a ballet, for pres- 
entation either in musical comedy 
or by a dance group .. . Miriam 
Hopkins will head a road company 
for “Happy Birthday.” 


John Battles, lead last season in 
“Allegro,” sails tomorrow (Thur.) 
for Ireland to join the Dublin Gate 


Harold Clurman | 


* Television interview programs 
are getting to be a bigger headache 
to legit names than radio guest 
shots used to be. Difficulty is great- 
er out of town but is something 
of a nuisance in New York. Actors 
and managers figure it will get 
much worse before it gets any 
better. 

Chief trouble are the newspaper- 
owned video outiets, which per- 
formers don’t dare turn down. As 
with radio interviews, there’s never 
any pay mentioned for such guest 
appearances. But if an actor nixes 
a bid from a newspaper-owned sta- 
tion there’s at least an implied 
threat of both him and his show 
being either rapped or ignored in 
the sheet’s news columns. Some of 
the tele program people don’t hesi- 
tate to go beyond implying a 
threat, either. 

Even more than with radiointer- 
|views, the TV question-and-answer 
stanza is figured of little value to 
either the 'egit actor or his show. 
| With tele still admittedly playing 
to small audiences, the guest ap- 
pearanees is regarded as little 
more than an audition for a new 
medium. As ‘Some legiters express 
‘it, too, what’s the use of trying to 
| plug a show via TV when many *of 
the viewers are probably people 
who never attend plays? What 
makes it worse, the visiting thesp 
can’t read a prepared interview 
in video, but because of the sight 
angle must generally either mem- 
orize it or adlib. 

It’s figured the guest-interview 
nuisance may never be eliminated 
ifrom tele, but may merely be 
brought under a sort 6f_loose con- 
trol in a couple years. That’s what 
‘occurred in radio, where the per- 
former unions have outlawed gratis 
guest “pcrformances,” but have 
never succeeded in curbing for- 
free .“‘interviews.” The latter are 
still migraine material to name 
actors, although some legit press- 
agents consider them valuable as 
exploitation. 

Follow Radio Pattern 


Particularly with the start of the 
new season, TV guest programs 
show signs of following the pattern 
iset by radio. Every self-styled 
critic, commentator or gabber with 
his own series descends on the 
/principals of the latest hit show. 
{These spielers generally demand 
‘the top star for a gratis guest spot, 
{but frequently settle for a minor 
player (the relative importance of 
|the actor usually depending on the 
popularity of the program). Al- 
most invariably, the gabbers with 
‘shows on newspaper-owned §sta- 
tions are the most demanding. 


' Out of town there are generally 
|fewer such programs than in New 
| York, but the percentage of paper- 
owned stations is higher. That ap- 
pears to %e particularly true of 
television, in which newspaper 
publishers are staking out claims 
in station ownership. The requests 








‘house several years ago. 


Theatre Co. for the coming season ton interview guests out of town 
_..The cast of “Angel in the ‘volves touring shows, of course, 


Wings,” at the Coronet, N. Y., plans |S the stampede doesn’t follow the 
to clown up the revue at the final Opening but hits the advance agent 
performance, Sept. 4...Ben Ed- before the production arrives at 
wards will head the scenic division each city. 
of the new drama department ef | So far the newspapers tend to 
the Henry Street Settlement... pay off generously in printed pub- 
won hr gaged ae the legit show Jjicity stories and art for actors 
| Sonleas ught a 35-foo® power who make guest appearances. But 
; that’s the cnly way they do pay off. 


* So far there have been few 
known instances of legiters being 
| pressured to make free guest ‘“‘per- 
formances,” and presumably the 
television committee of the Asso- 
ciated Actors & Artistes of Amer- 
ica, representing all the Fue 
_Fin. Unions, would halt any such evel- 
en Sept. 8, at the RKO-Em |opment. However, one newspaper- 
: ._ owned video outlet in Buffalo is 
Booker for the fall are Maurice ‘said to take its equipment into a 
Evans’ “Man and Superman,” Oct. | jocal little theatre to televise 
8 and 9, and “Command Decision” scenes from the group’s perform- 
i'with Paul Kelly, Nov. 1 and 2. ances. In that case, though, the 
“Carousel” is slated for Feb. 7, 8 | thesp organization is an amateur 
and 9. /one, and its members are glad to 
'do the tele stint for free. 


Kirk Won’t Tour in ‘Allegro’ 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 24. 

Pittsburgh won't get to see Lisa 
Kirk, hometown girl who made | 
good in her first Broadway show, | 
“Allegro,” when Theatre Guild 
musical comes here this season as 
a subscription offering. Miss Kirk, 





Syracuse Opens With ‘Harvey’ 
Syracuse, Aug. 25. 
Legit season opens here Labor 
Day, Sept. 6, with “Harvey,” 
starring Frank Fay. Broadway hit 
is underlined for three days 








Werris Writes Revue 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 

Snag Werris inked to pen al! 
the skits for the new revue, “Raze 
the Roof,” which Maurice Duke 
will produce in San Francisco next 
month, Jerry Lester and Chill 
Williams will be featured. 

Duke iv trying to build “Roof” 
along the lines of Ken Murray’s 
“Blackouts” here, with a longrun 
in Frisco the ultimate goal. 


Is A Dope,” in Rodgers-Hammer- 
stein show, has decided not to tour. 

Miss Kirk got her start locally in 
a revue at the Pittsburgh Play- 
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Visitors Boost Chi; ‘Okla!’ $29,200 


‘Annie’ Neat $29,000, ‘John: $10,600 


Chicago, Aug. 24. ¢% 

Legit take last week soared when 
hoards of Moose conventioneers 
and visitors to Chi Railroad Fair 
also decided to view stagers. Mati- 
nees were heavy with the distaff 
side. “High Button Shoes” and 
“Oklahoma!” were near sellouts and 
“annie Get Your Gun” had a fine 
week. After almost a month of 
weak business, “John Loves Mary” 
turned to the right side of the 
ledger. 

Mail orders have been excep- 
tionally heavy for “Mister Roberts” 
although public announcement was 
made only last week. “Angel in 
the Wings,” also set to open Sept. 
7, is doing fair job in letter de- 





ent. “Streetcar Named De- | 
sire” pulls in Sept. 21. Also due | 
in is Ruth Gordon’s “Leading | 


Lady,” and standing by until Oc-| 
tober are “Brigadoon” and “Wins- | 
low Boy.” 
Estimates for Last Week 
“Annie Get Your Gun,” Shubert | 
(7th week) (2,100; $4.94). Conven- | 
tioneers gave this musical heavy 
play with fine $29,000. | 
“High Button Shoes,” Great | 
Northern (14th week) (1,500; $6.18); 
Gross here doesn’t vary more than | 
$100 each week. Terrif $37,000. 
“John Loves Mary,” Harris (27th 
week) (1,000; $3.71). Perked up 
under out-of-town interest with) 
neat $10,600. 
“Oklahoma!,” Erlanger (3rd 
week) (1,334; $4.33). Still loads 
of people who haven't seen it. Boff | 
$29,200. 


UBO SHOWS SLATED 
_ FOR MURAT, INDPLS. 


Indianapolis, Aug. 24. 


United Booking Office Shows |, 
will go to the Murat here this 
ear, Cecil Byrne, president of 

eatrical Productions, Inc., which 
leases the house from Murat 
Shrine, has announced. 


No plans have been made for 
reopening the English, home of. 
road shows for many years. Vin- 
cent Burke, formerly house man- | 
ager of the English, will shift to) 
Murat as booker. { 


Equitable Life Insurance Co., 
whieh recently bought the English | 
block as site for a department | 
store, has asked tenants for pos- | 
session by Dec. 1. One of oldest 
legit houses in middlewest, Eng- 
lish opened in September, 1880, 
with Lawrence Barrett in “Ham- 
let.” Murat, built in 1910 and op- 
erated until .930 by Shuberts, is 
being completely renovated for 
fall opening. New seats have been 
installed and capacity jumped to 
2,000. Problem of accommodating 
UBO shows for present is com- 
plicated by fact Indianapolis sym- 
phony orch. has 14 Saturday nights 
and Sunday afternoons reserved 
in mid - season while Burton 
Holmes has five consecutive Tues- 
day nights starting early in No- 
vember. House also will take care 
of several lecture series, a num- 
ber of one-nighters by name bands 
and novelty attractions, conven- 
tions, exhibits, private entertain- 
ments and Shrine ceremonials. But 
many of these dates which conflict 
with UBO purposes will be 
dropped after next season, it’s un- 
derstood. 

Byrne is keeping two sets of 
gates in October for “Annie Get 

our Gun” as possible opener. | 
Other dates tentatively set include 
*John Loves Mary,” Nov. © 3-5; | 
Blackstone, week of Nov. 22, minus 
one night for Holmes; “Command | 
Decision,” Dec. 1-2; “Born Yester- 
day,” Dec. 12-15; “Man and Super- | 
man,” Jan. 19-20; “Allegro,” Jan. 
31-Feb. 5, and “Brigadoon,” Feb. 
15-20, | 





| 











Cleveland, Aug. 24. | 


Advancing its fall season a 
week, Hanna is reopening Sept. 6. 
with “Oklahoma” as a result of | 
shifted -bookings, when company | 


closes its current Chicago run. 


“John Loves Mary” was also set 
by Milt Krantz, house manager, | 
for Sept. 13. Following it are. 
“Winslow Boy,” Sept. 20; “Summer | 
and Smoke,” Sept. 27, following | 
its tryout in Detroit; “Born Yester-_ 
Gay,” either Nov. 8 or a later date. | 

ntz has a chance of snagging 
“Annie Get Your Gun” for same_ 


week. \ 


| 


‘Okla!’ as Cleve. Opener 


(3-4 





Legit Followup 


Born Yesterday 
(LYCEUM, N. Y.) 


With most of the leading parts 
recast since its opening three sea- 
sons ago, “Born Yesterday” now 
has different values as a show. It 
doesn’t seem as funny as it was 
originally, but possibly more seri- 











ous and probably almost as timely. | 


Even with its obvious imperfec- 
tions, it remains an absorbing and 
enjoyable comedy. 


John Alexander, who recently 
succeeded Paul Douglas as the 
rampaging junk dealer, lacks the 
natural, bull-like quality that made 
Douglas just right for the part. 
Jean Hagen, substituting as the 
hilariously semi-conscious heroine, 
hasn’t the subtle touch that Judy 
Holliday gave the role, but lends it 
both a comic and touching flavor 
of her own. 


Laurence Hugo is fine as the 
muck-raking reporter, although 
final scene would be more effective 
if he underplayed against Alex- 
ander. Otto Hulett now mouths 
the part of the souse reporter pain- 
fully, Frank Otto retains a neat 
edge as the laconic Eddie, but 
Larry Oliver, as the Senator, seems 
preoccupied when not actually 
reading lines. 


The costumes are in generally 


cleaning and retouching: here and 
there. Hobe. 


The Heiress 
(BILTMORE, N. Y.) 


‘Vagabond’ Fair $24,000, 
Closes Ind’pls Season 


Indianapolis, Aug. 24. 

Alonzo Price production of 
|\“Vagabond King,” featuring Har- 
‘old Patrick and Marguerite Piazza, 
‘closed six-week “Stars Under 
|Stars” series at Butler Bowl Sat- 
‘urday (21) with fair $24,000 take 
in seven performances. 

Second annual series, including 
|three operettas, one grand opera 
land three weeks of concerts by 
| Indianapolis Summer Orchestra 
with soloists under direction of 
Fabien Savitsky, was rain-plagued 
and losing proposition. Guarantors, 
who got off scot free last year, will 
be called on for approximately 
$50,000 to make up deficit. 

Biggest seller in_ series 





Broadway Continues to Improve: 





Merman Boosts ‘Annie’ to 366; 
Shoes’ $36,700, ‘Yesterday’ $13,500 





| 


‘Magdalena’ Sock 406, 
| ‘Sweethearts’ 33G, Frisco 


San Francisco, Aug. 24. 


* Business on Broadway improved 


|a bit more last week, continuing 
|its recovery from the midsummer 
boxoffice low. The general picture 
was somewhat spotty, with some 
shows jumping almost $2,000 over 
'the previous week's take, but others 


| “Magdalena” the Homer Curran | ™erely holding the same pace. 


musical starring Irra Petina, John | 
was | Raitt, Dorothy Sarnoff and Hugo | early part of the week, except at 
Sevitzky’s production of “Carmen” | Haas, opened at the Curran (1,776; |“Annie Get Your Gun,” at 


Attendance was off slightly the 


in English, given twice, Aug. 4 and | $4.80) last week to rave reviews. | Imperial, where Ethel Merman’s 
8, with Regina Resnik, Brian Sulli-| Even the longhair music critics return brought an instantaneous 


van, Claudia Pinza and 


Thompson ir leads. 


Hugh | commented favorably on the Villa-;b.o. flurry. Threatening wea 
It played to| Lobos score, although nearly all; the last few days of the week 


|13,500 customers and grossed $22,-| fourth estaters felt at least one | boosted grosses, so the final tally 


000. 


‘Carousel $33,000, 
‘Music’ 246, L. A. 


Hollywood, Aug. 24. 
Chill winds that blew nightly 
jacross the hills in Griffith Park 
|froze business at the open-air 
| Greek theatre last week. First 
| week of “Music in the Air” regis- 
'tered a dour $24,000, matching the 
| alltime low for the Gene Mann op- 
eration set during the first season, 
1946, with the second week of 








/excellent condition, but the $235- «ww; . 
a-day hotel room setting needs + Wizard of Oz. 


Business elsewhere was steady. 
Estimates for Last Week 

| “Blackouts of 1948,” El Capitan 

| (322d wk) (1,142; $2.40). Like old 

man river, $17,000 keeps rolling in. 

“Carousel,” Biltmore (4th wk) 

(1,636; $4.20). Got $33,000, still 


With Betty Linley substituting | profitable and pleasing. 


for the vacationing Patricia Col- 


linge and Peter Cookson back in | (10th wk) (388; $3). 
the role of the fortune-hunter. by virtue of a Saturday matinee | 
“The Heiress” continues a_ few added last week. SRO all perform- 


more weeks at the Biltmore, N. Y., 


|before taking to the road. Miss 
Linley lacks the finesse that Miss | tre (ist wk) (4,419; $3.60). 
Collinge originally haa as the silly | nights duplicated at the boxoffice; | 
Aunt Lavinia, but she seems more | 


legitimate than her. predecessor 


|had become in recent months. As 


Miss Linley plays her, the roman- 
tic widow is less comic, but more 
plausible. 

Cookson remains believable as 
the “scheming swain, establishing 
the attractiveness and then reveal- 


‘ing the essential selfishness of the 


character, but avoiding obvious- 
ness. Most of the other supporting 
players are adequate, but Jean 
Platt, filling for Miss Linley as the 
young man’s sister, gives a con- 
fusing impression. 

Having played the part for some 
weeks, Beatrice Straight is fine as 
the heiress. The timidity of the 
first scenes is skillfully changed 
to eagerness and confidence in the 
second act and bitter imperious- 
ness in the third. Though this per- 
formance may lack some of the 
aura that a star name and per- 
sonality may bring, it’s expert 
and moving. 

Basil Rathbone is still superb 
as the proud, tragic father. If his 
playing has lost any of its edge 
or impact it isn’t immediately ap- 
parent. And even with its various 
cast changes, the show itself re- 
mains continuously quae. 

obe. 


Current Road Shows 


(Aug. 23-Sept. 4) 
“Annie Get Your Gun”—Shu- 
bert, €hi. (23-4). : 
“April Fool” — Geary, Frisco 
(23-28); Biltmore, L. A. (30-4). 





“Blackouts of 1948” — El Cap-| 


itan, L. A. (23-4). 
“Blackstone” — Grand, London 


| 


| 
| 


Las Palmas 
Up to $7,100 


“Lend An _ Ear,” 


ances. 
“Music in the Air,’’ Greek Thea- 
Chilly 


$24,000. 

“Separate Reoms,” New Beaux 
Arts (14th wk) (560; $3). Around 
$4,000. 


wk) (225; $3). Mixed notices 
greeted opening Wednesday (18) 
and first four days hit only a fair- 
ish $2,200. 


N.Y. LEGITS-AFM NEAR 
ACCORD ON NEW PACT 


An agreement will probably be 
reached this week between the 
League of N. Y. Theatres and Lo- 
cal 802, American Federation of 
Musicians. The League board of 
directors will meet today (Wed.) 
to consider the union’s latest pro- 
posal. The two sides are now re- 
ported so near a settlement that 








the matter may be cleared up at 
one more meeting. 

The new deal, covering employ- 
ment of musicians for all Broad- 


the present contract expiring 
Sept. 1. 


Shows in Rehearsal 


“That’s the Ticket” (formerly 
“Alfred the Average”), musical— 
Joseph Kipness. 

“Brigadoon” (road company), 
musical—Cheryl Crawford. 

“Grandma's Diary,” play—Amer- 
| ican Theatre Group. 

“Leading Lady,” play — Kanin- 
Gordon-Samrock-Fields. 











(26-28) Royal Alex., Toronto (30-4). | Gpawford. 


“Carousel” — Biltmore, L. A. | 
Civic 


(23-28); Aud., Fresno (30-1); 
San Jose (2-4). 


“Grandma’s Diary” — Shubert, 


, 
— Shubert, company), play—Irene Salznick. 


dime GR. | 


N. Haven (2-4). 
“Heaven On Earth” 
Bost. (23-4). 
“High Button Shoes” 
Northern, Chi. (23-4). 
“John 
Chi. (23-4). 
“Magdalena” — Curran, Frisco 
(23-4). 
“Medea” — Aud., Sacramento 
) 


“Mr. Roberts”—Cass, Det. (23-4). 
“Oklahoma” — Erlanger, Chi. 
(23-4). 


(23-28); Lyceum, Mpl’s. (30-4). 


Loves Mary”—Harris, | 


“Small Wonder,” musical — 
George Nichols, 3d. 

“Story for Strangers,” 
Dwight Deere Wiman. 

“Streetcar Named Desire” (road 


| 


play— 


“Summer and Smoke,” play — 
Margo Jones. 

“Town House,” play — Max 
| Gordon. ’ 

“Where's Charley?” musical — 
Feuer, Martin & Rickard. 





Seek New Pitt Theatre 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 24. 





‘ing to house local community 


“Small Wonder”’—Wilbur, Bost. ‘theatre. 


(30-4). 


9 -_- . 
“sown ease Colonie, Sar | cupied for more than a decade, is 


(2-4). 


“Winslow Boy” — Met., Seattle 


(30-4). 


Present one, which group has oc- 


| Browing too small te accomodate 
P 


resent big subscription list. 


“The Glass Pool,” Coronet (ist | 


way legit houses, will supersede | 


“Love Life,” musieal — Cheryl] | 


Pittsburgh Playhouse will launch | 


“Oklahoma!” — Aud., Winnipeg drive in October for a new build-| 


| hummable tune would more than | was 
ro- ; 
reported making) 


|help for popular appeal. 
|; ducers are 


better. 
Estimates for Last Week 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama), 


| changes, which include additional CD (Comedy-Drama), R (Revue), 
| ballet and possible switch in end-|M (Musical), O (Operetta). 


|ing. First week did tremendous 


| $40,000 gross, best bell-ringer since | 
which, | 
however, had Opera House capacity | 


“Annie Get Your Gun,” 


to help. 
“Sweethearts,” 
Clark, concluded its 
stanza at the Curran Saturday (14) 
(1,776; $4.20) with a sock $33,000. 
Total run showed approximately 
$150,000. 
| The Russell Lewis and Howard 
| Young production of the Norman 
| Krasna roucho Marx comedy, 
| “Springtome,” chalked up a second 
| week’s gross at the Geary (1,550; 
$3.60) of fair $12,000. Play, star- 
ring Otto Kruger, is being rewrit- 
ten after tepid reaction by local 
crix. 


THEATRE WING MAPS 








training program for ex-GI talent, 
| going into its third year this fall, 


} 


CHANGES IN FORMAT 


The American Theatre Wing's | 


with Bobby) 
four-week | 


“Angel in the Wings,” Coronet 
(37th wk) (R-998; $4.80). Intimate 
revue, which posted notice and 
almost closed some weeks ago, 
| continued its recovery last week 
at $18,200, but goes on tour after 
next week; “Small Wonder” due to 
/reopen the house Sept. 15. 
| “Annie Get Your Gun,” Imperial 
(119th wk) (M-1,472; $6.60). With 
Ethel Merman back as star after a 
six-week vacation, business boun- 
ced up; standees were reported 
Monday night (16) and the week’s 
gross went to nearly $36,000; now 


| Slated to continue indefinitely. 


“Born Y. »” Lyceum (133d 
wk) (C-993; $480). Receipts 
climbed again for this Garson 
Kanin comedy; several sellout 
houses, but “twofers” limited the 
gross to $13,500; next few weeks 
should indicate whether the show 





{plans several changes in format, | 


'as well as the addition of new 
| courses. 


|a seasonal, alternating basis, in- 
stead of right through the four- 
term, 10-week periods as before. 
This procedure will apply, for in- 
stance, to the new course in sum- 
mer theatre management which 
will be conducted by Richard Skin- 
ner. It will be given in the winter 
and spring sessions only. 

Same will also apply to the new 


way theatre, which Richard Beck- 
hard will likely give in the fall. 
This is tv be done in cooperation 
with the American National Thea- 
tre & Academy. Two old courses 
to be given under the alternating 
principle are those in stage light- 
ing and publicity. 

Other new Wing courses will in- 
clude one on motion picture tech- 
nique, with an actual rehearsing 
work group under Elizabeth Mor- 
gan and Robert Ross; one on 
sketch writing, for revues, 





_ Toby Ruwland, with Bert Sheve- 
love (writer and director of “Small 
Wonder”) as instructor: and sev- 
eral courses in the dance by 


continue. 


Wing is taking on civilians for #t¢ly: 


the first time, but only in two 


handle direction, with Robert An- 
derson handling writing. Fall ses- 
sion starts Sept. 15, with registra- 
tion Sept 7-11. Winston O'Keefe 
is exec director. 


‘Okla.!’ 38G, Spokane 


Spokane, Aug. 24. 
“Oklahoma!” got a terrific $38,- 
|000 in six performances at the Fox 
\theatre here last week: The musi- 








‘cal played Monday-through-Thurs- | 


\day (16-19), with two matinees, 
jthen jumped to the Auditorium, 
| Winnipeg (where it opened Mon- 
|day (23) with an advance indicating 


|a probably gross of more than $50,-| 
/000 for eight performances this 


week. 


| Show goes to Minneapolis next 


week. 





Tentative list of plays to be pro- 
duced next season by the Dalias 


Little Theatre will include “Anna. 


Christie,” “Our Town,” “Spring- 
time for Henry,” “The Breadwin- 
ner,” “Years Ago” and “Kiss The 
Boys Goodbye.” 


can hold on through the fall 
will be forced out by inosenianl 


es 
“Comma Decision,” Fult 
(36th wk) (D-968; $4.80). Pea 


run show profiting from two-for- 


ones; $15,400 last week; closing 
postponed a week to Sept. 18, with 


tour to follow. 


Certain courses will be given on | 


“Finian’s Rainbow,” 46th Street 
(84th wk) (M-1,319; $6). Musical 
comedy fantasy inehed up again to 


| $26,500, but set to go on the 
Oct 2 g road 


“Harvey,” 48th St. (200th wk) 
| (C-902; $4.80). Longest-run show 
on the boards is still making a 


| Eread’ edged up with the general 


course in problems of off-Broad- | 


mu- | 
\sicals or niteries, organized by 


fields, writing and directing. Ap- | 
plicants must apply by mail before | 
registration time. Strasberg is to. 


rend to $12,000; Joe E. Brown 
as star next 


' 


eeds James Dunn 


‘Monday (30), with Marion Lorne 
‘replacing Lawrence as 
femme lead. 

“High Butten * 
(36th wk) (M-1,387; $6). Period 
musical c to 


back 

capacity at $36,700, and leoks set 
through the fall and winter. 

“Howdy, ‘Mr. Ice,” Center (9th 
wk) (R-2,964; $2.88). Skating revue 
keeps on pulling huge attendance; 
conside the low top, last week’s 
gross of ,000 for the regular 
nine performances was impressive; 
extra matinees tomorrow (Thur.} 
_and Sept. 2 will make 10 perform- 
| ances these two weeks. 

“Inside U.S.A.,” Majestic (16th 
wk) (R-1,659; $6). Arthur Schwartz- 
Howard Dietz revue held its own, 





‘ooh cpstang ‘ratte $1806 
| & oO ng pro P 
| performance remains wcilon aan 


Katherine Dunham. An advanced fresh. 
work group for actors started this | 
summer under Lee Strasberg will Hurst (32d wk) (R-1,160; $6). 


“Make Mine Manhattan,” 


In- 

timate revue has been doing better 
nosed up over $25,700. 

ter ” Alvin (27th 

wk) (CD-1,357; $4.80). Another 


| plus-capacity week, with the limit 
now $35,000 because of rescaling 
some balcony seats; second com- 
pany playing Detroit this week 
before going to Chicago for a run, 

“Streetcar Named Desire,” Bar- 
rymore (38th wk) (D-1,064; $4.80), 
The other current show that never 
fails to get standee trade; $27,500 
is the limit permitted by fire regu- 
lations. 

“The Heiress,” Biltmore (47th 
wk) (D-920; $4.80). Drama has been 
doing profitable business lately; 
jumped to $13,900, with “twofers” 
a factor; going on tour Sept. 18. 

“The Piay’s the Thing,” Booth 
(CD-712; $4.80). Revival reopened 
Monday night (23) for its 15th 
week, following a click three-week 
visit to Central City, Colo.; this 
week’s gross may indicate play’s 
chances of continuing: house isn’t 
booked for an incoming show. 

“The Respectful Prostitute” and 
“Hope Is the Thing,” Cort (23d 
wk) (D-1,064; $4.20). Substitution 
of Richard Harrity’s “Hope” may 
mean the difference in the recent 
b.o. spurt; $14,800; Ann Dvorak 
succeeds Meg Mundy next week 
as femme lead of ‘“Prostie”; thea- 
tre is booked Oct. 5 for “The Lead- 
i ing Lady,” new Ruth Gordon play. 
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Heaven on Earth 


Boston, Aug. 23. 
Monte Proser and Ned C. Litwack pro- 

















































tars Peter Lind Hayes. 


by Barry Trivers; music, Jay Gorney. 


Russell Bennett and Don Walker: musical 
conductor, Clay Warnick; production su- 
ervised by Eddie Dowling. At Shubert, 
ston. Aug. 23. *48; $4.20 top. 

James A. McCarthy....Peter Lind Haves 
nt 6 ctbiotatekaesd Dorothy Jarnac 


Johnny Bowers 
De GD. . chancscevaces Barbara Nunn 
Lieut. Sullivan Wynn Murray 
Officer Jonesy............ Dorothy Keller 
Officer Blandings.......... Beity George 
enti gunaenenerareawremrannecetames Billy 
RS: SE OS eR pe Jack Russell 
Sergt. Kennedy......... George Mathews 
H. H. Hutton David Burns 
Sailor with Trumpet....... .Steve Condos 
RERUN aio ss asidS thee kas ca cee Bert Sheldon 
Mayor 


“See you at the rewrite,” ad- 
libbed one of the characters in 
Monte Proser’s new opus as he tot- 
tered off the stage at midnight at 
opener here, thereby putting his 
tongue right on the 
Show, trotting out the biggest ar- 
ray of sock nitery and comedy spe- 


Robert Dixon 


and focussing is indicated. 


thick to begin with and rapidly 


Plays Out of Town | 


{sonable job. 
| improvisational 


uction of musical in two acts (15 scenes). them going long after they could 
Book and lyrics be expected to 


Parsons | 


Terr fee eee Dick « Bernie | 


situation. | 


cialties seen around here in years, | 
can hardly fail to click, but & MaM-i/ the Hedgerow theatre, Moylan-Rose Val- 
moth job of pruning, tightening | ley. Pa., Aug. 


Few musicals ever came in with | 
such a complicated book. Plot is 


Corey has two big 
comedy scenes and lends them an 
air that keeps 


survive, Willie 


Sets and costumes, Rene Paoul DuBois: Burns goes over big as the housing 
dances, Nick Castle; vocal arrangements, | contractor. 
Hugh Martin; musical arrangement, Robert | 


Although it’s a hoofer’s show, 
with an oldtime modified chorus 
line, the ballet team of June Gra- 
ham and. Richard Darcy lends a 
| Smart contemporary note, with the 


| Central Park, with various sorties 
|around the neighborhood, are ex- 
| quisite. Déspite complicated pro- 
| duction, which held up debut three 
|days, opener went off with preci- 
fevoe and, unlike most musicals 
opening here, drew protracted ap- 
| plause at final curtain. It has three 
weeks here, which should _ be 
|'enough to smooth the as ag 
ie. 


Caucasian Chalk Cirele 
Philadelphia, Aug. 20. 


Hedgerow Theatre production of drama 
‘by Bertolt Brecht, translated from the 
German by Eric and Maja Bentley. Di- 
rected by Eric Bentley; lighting, David 
Metcalf: music, Mark Bueci, Presented at 


20, *48; $2 top. 





By all odds one of the most am- 
bitious productions seen at Hedge- | 





















































vid Burns, and the nightclub spe- | 
cialties of Peter Lind Hayes. Aside 
from the book, the chief flaws are 


Near”), a click possibility, and some | 
mannerisms in the dances, which 
-go as far back into history as the 
New Look—and are equally hard 
to get used to. 

From there on, however, things 
are mostly on the black side of the 
book. Hayes himself, once he gets 
into his familiar nitery specialties. 
wows. His small voice and casual 
manner project nicely, with warm, 
friendly attitude gaining customers 
by the minute. Biggest new per- 
sonality wow is registered in the 
first act by newcomer Dorothy Jar- 
nac, whose mimicry in illustrating 
a dictated letter stands out as the 
top moment. 

There are plenty favorable im- 
pressions, too, for the romantic pair 
of Barbara Nunn and Robert Dixon, 
whose simple charm and small but 
excellent voices ask for catchier 
tunes, They handle the plaintive 
romance exceptionally well, more- 
ever, and draw plenty of favor) 
throughout. Wynn Murray does an |} 
assured job ired with Claude | 
, She handling the vocals 
strongly and attractively, he sec- 
onding Hayes and turning in a per- 
—___—_—— 





| Brill and Alvis Tinnin. 


Bertolt Brecht.. The script called 
for more than 100 speaking parts | 
and 25 scenes. Forty-one of Hedge- | 


support of the two leads, Minnie 
The play, | 
which the German playwrighi/ 
wrote in California during 1943-44, | 
combines music, poetry and pag- | 
eantry, and yet there are times | 
when the dialog veers towards the 
naturalistic, with racy lines, frank | 
wording and an unblushing use of | 
present-day slang. Oddly enough, | 
in the Bentley translation, is 
transition from one mood to an-| 
other is never jarring or disturb- | 
ing. 
Brecht, known to Broadway as_ 
author of “Galileo,” done by, 
Charles Laughton briefly last sea- | 
son at ANTA’s Experimental Thea- | 
tre, and “The Private Life of the | 
Master Race,” also briefly seen in| 
New York in 1945, has given here | 
his own twist to the Biblical story | 
of the judgment of Solomon as to | 
the distribution oi the child | 
claimed by two mothers. 


Georgia, in the Caucasian inter- | 


must be used. 17 i S 
‘that “The Caucasian Chalk Circle” | 


| Henrietta 
| Stephens. 


also sings, lightly but effectively. 
The composer, Bucci, plays the 
piano in the pit as accompaniment. | 

Virtualiy the entire strength of | 
the Hedgerow repertory company | 
is seen in supporting roles, includ- 
ing Deeter, who most effectively 
reads a prolog, which includes a, 
Biblical bit, and also plays three 
other short but important roles. 
George Ebeling, as a later story- 
teller who accompanies the action 
throughout, is notable. He will as- 
sume the role of Azdak for four ot 
its eight performances, and Renee 
Gorin (Hedgerow) will take over 


it are first-rate theatre, and the 
overall tempo is so swift and sure | 
that there are few if any really dull | 
or laggard spots. 

The stage here, necessarily, has 
to be of an expressionistic or 1m- 
pressionistic nature, agd if the play 
is to be given a Broadway trial, 
some similar mode of presentation 
The fact remains 


is distinctly interesting and has | 
something on the ball. A_ large | 
group of New Yorkers, including | 
crix, was on hand at the opening. 
Waters. 


The Glass Pool 


Hollywood, Aug. 19. 
Producers Associated production of a 
new play in three acts (five scenes) by 
Buckmaster and Peter John, 
Stars George Zucco. Whit Bis- 
Luis Van Rooten. Directed by Ben 
Opened at the Coronet, Holly- 


seli, 
Norman. 





question of re-educating dissidents 
and accepting Germany back into | 
the family of nations was dropped 


Much the same thing has been 
done with “The Glass Pool.” This | 
drama of postwar Germany ends_ 
on the same note. The authors ap- | 
parently have no solution them- | 
selves and the play emerges as a 
gigantic question mark, a legiti- 
mate theatre “Stop the Music” in| 
which the hope of peace rather 
than tangible prizes is held out as 
a reward for the proper answer. 
There must be an easier way to 
achieve a solution. | 

The coniusion in the authors’. 
minds is translated into a wordy 
script that doesn’t begin to get 
started until the second act is al- 
most over. By that time, most of 
the audience is confused, if not in- 
different. 

The plot line follows the ma- 
chinations of a group of diehard 
Nazis in a small town who are seek- 
ing to form the nucleus of a power- 
ful organization against “Der Tag” 
when the Americans leave. The, 





,able sketch of Hammerstein’s personality. 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Elsa Lanchester’s seven-year run at the tiny Turnabout theatre, Hol- 
lywood, has been widely publicized as being cuffo. Truth of the matter 
is that she receives no cash—but has acquired performing rights to 45 
original songs by Forman Brown and can use the numbers, which she 
does in the Turnabout revues, gratis in out-of-town engagements. Re- 
sult is her tours during Turnabout vacations are made without the 
necessity of ponying up coin for material. Incidentally, in the seven 
years she’s missed only two performances. 





Film bow plans of the “Elderlovelies,” oldtimers featured in Ken 
Murray's “Blackouts” on the Coast, went awry when their “There'll be 


i 1, Ctl ok x ons Danny Drayson | Ps “ lie _ for Miss Brill four times.. a Hot Time in the Old Town Tonight” number wound up on the cutting 
Fannie Zremiamer.  : ake sek Caren Marsh | 7 ge ag acon cig cene A a _ Although the first part of Act II room floor after editing of Paramount's “Isn’t It Romantic.” Aging 
agg 4 nat og mend Cc : t +00 iseems to let down from the Poe chorines got $400 each for the stint, but the prospects of a film ap- 
Commissioner Frobisher. . ..- Irwin Corey | ostumes tend to be over-sump- pace of the opening act, the play S| pearance and billing were more important. All they have left now is 
Officer Clabber............ Claude Stroud |tuous and gaudy, but the sets of finale and the scene leading up ‘to : 


the $400. 

William Saroyan’s new play, “Don’t Go Away Mad,” which Alfred 
Fischer has optioned for Broadway production this season, is localed 
in the cancer ward of a hospital. The leading character is a Negro, 
and much of the dialog stems from discussions of words in a dictionary 
belonging to one of the patients. The music Saroyan always uses in 
his plays is supplied in this instance by a phonograph and a supply of 
Mozart records belonging to another patient. 





“The Hammerstein Haze Over Broadway,” Stanley Frank’s article 
about Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, in the September issue of Coronet, out 
today (Wed.), summarizes the lyricist’s up-and-down career to date, 
including his 1l-year succession of flops, and also presents a recogniz- 


Strawhat Reviews 


Widow's Walk 
Abingdon, Va., Aug. 16. 


Barter Theatre production of comedy 





The Young and Fair 


Falmouth, Mass., Aug. 14. 
Arthur J. Beckhard and Richard 





: L ‘ . wood, Aug. 18, ’48; $3 top. ; Petes Aemaes . re , nh har a le + 8 = be : 
gets thicker as a Central Park cab-|row in a long time and one of the Manfred............... Mark Danale | S05 4p ecenea) by No Richard Nash. Die | tarth,” Opened at Bertan iheetee be. 
bie (Peter Lind Hayes) and his girl | most interesting plays seen in the | Ril-..--...--.-....005 Lisabeth | Fielding | rected by Beckhard and author; sets by | don, Va., Aug. 16, ‘43. 7 
Friday (Dorothy Jarnac), trying to | Rose Valley playhouse in the last i eis LaLa Williams —e } A gag cad Bs re Fal- Kitty Webber tow sebei hate’ Shirley Kibbee 
straighten out the housing situa-|decade, “The Caucasian Chalk | Hans Neubert ’............. Whit Bissell | Frances Morritt sie aee Asien. Lanitey | Gaping Waaitn. Canaan Mateus 
tion for a vet who lives in a tree,; Circle,’ although strictly artistic, | ve ane Pl rate ** en daavene | Patty Morritt............. Anne Jackson | Old ‘Seaman. LS cele aia .... Guy Kibbee 
starts off to spoof red tape, switches | rates more than a nod for some fu-| Colonel Von Gort........ George Zuceo | sae Barren eb ssta<a3ts Gloria Strooek Jessica Bilgore Shagg.. Elizabeth Wilson 
to kid police courts, shifts to prod |ture Broadway presentation. For | Stefan Taussnick........ ...Wm. Challee? Drusilla Eldridge............Doe Avedon | Totten O'Toole.........-.... "Roy Fant 
contemporary publicity methods;|this—the 162nd production put on) ee oe * aa og yi, | Naney Gear -teccecece--.Judy Scheer | Sailor............ Donald Symington 4 
and finally ends up tearing radio |at Hedgerow and a highlight of its | Rudi Bax |)... 2.2.2.2). James Jones | Mildved, Cheaver.......... eee ete | —-- ; 
to bits. ; 3 | 25th-year — Jasper Deeter, Hedge- | Sst. _ a ella er Uiteame | Selma Keeney.......1....... Sara Harte; This Howard Richardson and 4 
Result is more dialog than in an |row founder and director, stepped 0 gas a a aa ah ee Rests | Emmy Foster. orteteane ees Adele Fortin Frances Goforth comedy is amus- : 
O'Neill trilogy, more comedy black- | aside and offered to Eric Bentley, foe sees «oe te" sitichn Ronchera |ingly satisfactorv lig attr 
h wae ee 4 . , Mary Louise: .;...;... Patricia Bouchard | Ingly satisfactory as light theatre 
outs than a burlesque show andj professor of English at Carleton ie ta Siete tsi Waheer lade |OUR S 52-8e-s no Kay Francis fare. It is paced neatly by Guy 
more loose ends to tie up than a/|College, Northfield, Minn., the op- ines gee " ware | atorketta......... Charlotte’ Falkenburg | Kibb ‘} akes a boister 
. , : ; - f Ger v were | Svivi. Stag ibbee, who makes a _ boisterous 
Da P. libr : d -eet.| the occupation o rermany) ee | I wx ch swe REE c 0 6 oes a Rita Brodley : - . 
a Ponte libretto. A good deal of | portunity of putting on and direct " ? , j bhi A it ity. | shin’s tho has b ie 
: * A |? ¢ * {matters for pontifical discussion, | Matilda................. Natalie Radcliff | Ship's Captain who has been miss 
the book is funny from a situation | ing a play of his own choice. cake ‘ie 3 “- ‘ Sue ....................Namey Morrison | ing at sea for seven years and re- 
int of view, but t f th | the film “Lifeboat posed the prob- | Se ee oe ee Carol Lawrence aes 
po , but most o €,_ Bentley has done a noteworthy |}... of distinguishing between Nazis|- Feige turns home at a very inopportune 
Jaughs come from the slapstick per- | job in his staging of this sprawling. | 5.4 run-of-the-mill Germans. The  An_ interestin d effective Moment. During his absence his 
formances of Irwin Corey and Da-| panoramic, unpublished play by : nieresting and effective wife has been operating a tea room 


play, “The Young and Fair” stands 


ge on the Charleston, S. C., 


front, and she’s just 


water- 


chane : i 
ce of the married a 


combing 
straw out of its hair and contend- 


the music, which is okay but not row’s players, a number of them — oe a peng betes nino dP Noa veg Lrwaig poe O'Toole, when ee ate oo Porson 
distineui “So | : oe ; ac & th a fi airy § rakeur plans to move it in this. a. eee ehs a Sinatie 
tinguished beyond one tune (“So| playing several roles, are seen in “What would you do? fall. Needs a lot of work at the 4PPears. “Walk” is a good laugh 


getter but will stand some polish- 
ing before it can hit Broadway. 
Kibbee is making his first profes- 


moment, but that’s what it’s here 
tor. 

Firs® all-femme play to turn up, , : 
in some time, it’s the story of sional appearance with his daugh- 
Frances Morritt (Audra Lindley), ter Shirley. He creates a delight- 
a well-born girl who, faced with | fully gruff old captain who Jikes his 
supporting and educating her beer and women, and delights in 
younger sister, gets a job as Eng- | bragging about conquests nobody 
lish teacher and personnel coun-_ believes. 

selor in the Brook Valley finishing But he by no means walks off 
school for girls, her own alma’ with all laurels. The Barter The- 
mater. The presence of a klepto- | atre’s Liz Wilson is fine as the cap- 
maniac among the girls brings a tain’s wife and very instrumental 
uick crisis for the teacher when in maintaining a mystery mood in 


the daughter of the school’s top 
trustee insists on maintaining a 
vigilante committee of 
after its traditional first-week haz- 
ing function is over. 4 
Opposing this, the teacher in- 
curs the enmity of the viciously 
spoiled child, who, aware of her 
father’s position in the financial 
security of the school, plots to oust 
the teacher. Meantime, the princi- 
pal, in an effort to protect her 


ior, is the setting of the tale, the | situation is credible, but the con- | school from any breath of scandal, 


time being rather on the indefinite | 
side, which is also stressed by the | 
variety of costumes. The play is. 
presented in two parts, the first | 
one dealing with a revolution in the | 
land in which the Grusinian | 
‘Georgian) governor is slain and | 
his wife compelled to flee into. 


fused and confusing dialog fails to) 
create any sustained interest. 
Barring a‘ considerable amount | 
of work, its chances are slim; and | 
the question of whether it’s worth | 
the effort is ag glebatable as the) 
subject matter itself. 


Best thing about this production | 


forces the teacher into one moral 
concession after another, thus 
alienating her impetuously high- 


principled sister. When the sister | 


is framed as the klep, the play 
moves into a taut climax. 

Since the play’s theme is the 
universal—and still contemporary 


| scenes with a ouija board. Roy Fant 
| gives a humorous portrayal of the 


seniors | meek shopkeeper, and Shirley Kib- 


bee makes a pert young southern 
_lady. Virginia Mattis, Don Syming- 
|ton, Charles Durand and Caddell 
| Burroughs are adequate. Colorful 
tearoom set forms the play’s back- 
& ound. Barn. 





Broadway Showfolk Due 
For Barter Anniversary 


Abingdon, Va., Aug. 24. 
Vinton Freedley, president of 
American National Theatre & 
Academy; Col. C. Lawton Camp- 
bell, chairman of ANTA’s board 
of directors, and Blevins Davis, 
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exile. She deserts, callously, her in-' js thé fine ensemble acting. Each —one of how far can appeasement 
fant son, who is picked up and yole is carefully cast and each of 8%, or to what extent can moral 
saved by a maid in the palace who | the actors and actresses delivers | Principles be sacrificed, and since 


carries him into the mountains, at solidly. George Zucco, Whit Bis- ‘t deals acutely with every individ- 
: ual’s struggle with economic prés- 


ANTA board member, will be in 
Abingdon this week for Barter 
Theatre’s celebration of its 200th 
performance since its organization 























the. constant risk of her life at the sell and Luis Van Rooten, co-| | t : - 
hands of the pursuing soldiery. _ starred, turn in excellent perform- | | weap two h nape points inter-| in 1933. 
The last act, taking place for ances and receive tremendous sup- | a pit ‘i ee with the ——— 
‘the most part, after the revolution | port from William Challee, Mark | P)@Ys © ily a a is the 
been overthrown and the Dennis, Lisa Golm, Lisabeth Field- | 0CC@5!onally = school-girly —_atmos- MR. and MRS. 


has .? saat 
| monarchy restored, deals with the | ing, Mack Williams and Paul Stev- 


| 


| phere or rah-rah stuff unsuited to. 


be J pies : 'a socially advanced school. Second 
attempt of the mother to*get back | ens in the meatier roles, with the |. ‘that the te: ; aa 
the child, and the sturdy efforts of remainder of the cast falling in line’ pA pare? pis 5 Seuuk ahi tone oe: | 


DONALD COOK 


Announce the Opening of Their 





Now Leasing 











LUXURIOUS ihe young but devoted foster- with effective portrayals. | te » aieaiel 
‘te waiou ‘mother to keep him. She does so, Single, uncredited set is good. prone Sates ie, Sareea) owed MAGYAR KENNELS 
: ome | thanks — = ed Pe Vill af : |remain at the school. Seems that a_ (Registered) 
APARTMENTS the bench o cae "tell, ‘ ie. ‘note that they would stay and fight | For the Sel rn Breedi ' 
BEAUTIFULLY [vegetated hy Bing ag A parte ide . . for their principles despite the ob-| a ective Breeding © 
has won the job by chicanery, and Qhio Theatre Service |stacles would leave the play on the | "at Amazing Hungarian Sheepdog 


FURNISH EO kept it by unabashed bribery and 


with large serving pantries. 
Completely Redecorated. Styled 
by Beryl S. Austrian. Also 
Transient Accommodations. 





j a . : : f upbeat without making it pat. 
thievery. However, despite his Bowling Green, O., Aug 24 Jean Adair seems to lend just 


crookedness, he has both a heart Interest in the theatre in 22 . F 

‘and a shrewd mind, and, with the northwestern Ohio counties, cover- | itn arineine’ "eeee teeaeiee | 
(use of the traditional Caucasian jing approximately one-fourth of has long since vanished, while. 
costume of the “chalk circle” from | the state, is expected to get a lift) Audra Lindley’s performance as| 
|the middle of which swe" gto wnild. ‘from a new theatre advisory serv-|the teacher is distinguished and. 
/en are supposed = pluck t nit c he ice being offered this fall by Bowl- intense. Also standout are Anne | 
/and sg Sg 4) e reThe = in ‘ing Green State University. ‘Jackson, a refreshing personality, | 
bowl a t t Whe sild and her own. “rhe Community Drama Service as the sister; Doe Avedon, a prom-| 
a Seaet ok ell set up by the University, with ising firsttime-outer, as the vigi- 
| swee r . Harold Obee as director, will offer ante, and Gloria Stroock as the_ 


The PULI 


Exceptional Pups Available 
AKC. Reg. 
Far Hills, New Jersey 
Phone: Peapack 8-0383-M 


























EDWIN R. (NED) ARMSTRONG 


Minnie Brill is a highly satisfac- “back on legit publicity beat after 
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| Jewish girl. Play is don signment f 
EOS reer tory heroine, and Alvis Tinnin. a yee church 339 cy, ona ‘to achieve siaeet et | Citeons Conmmiites on Diaplaced Per- 
by i111 EAST 56th ST., N.Y. giant of a man much resembling “er re a yg eer e i ree AS | tinuity, and production is okay sons.”’ VARIETY, August 15 
” Brussels Restourant \Aedak it ee " iL nab complies ing plays, in booking "peunpamies ‘Strawhat. Smartly directed by | Overall Member ATPAM since 1937 
ata | Azdak in Ac whic « oe , ‘khar ; 
wsaale Roatan \Ard ee Ae Be, Sines srankene, on tour, end in sponeoring play fes. | Arthur Beckhard and the autho 237 Madison Ave., New York 


MU 3-9388 
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20h sorconconedrcossor since? and he does them well. Miss Brill tivals and ciinics. ition. get 305 coment cy 
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; able unhappiness among veteran ™ at S aciteesen sae Pe Ecce: sows GEER aes eee 4 
2 c Times peel, (Adding te tn io MaE OME BAGOWE GowE: Ren SE WR GOS em ee 
I ie ra i E grumbiing is the report that these | ‘ad 
bas oldtimers who do make the grade | 
sl _ will sacrifice their rights under the | 
45 & Times’ pension plan. * Pm, 
Pe League Censor Setup Irks ‘foreword by John Kieran, and by-| _Pplicants for jobs on the Mir- | .. 
ia, Small group in the Authors lines comprising Grantiand Rice, T°". first big newspaper actually | 
the League of America has circular- J. Roy Stockton, James P. Dawson. Created in the U. S. since Marshall | 
— jzed the membership with a protest | Bryan Field, Stanley Woodward. Field founded the Chicago Sun, | r] 
en against the organization’s setup on! Arch Ward, Weldon Hart, Fred "mber about 100 a day. ; 
censorship. Specifically, the seven Russell, Braven Dyer, Arthur Da- ‘ 
| signers emg — anne _ ey O. B. Keeler, Danzig, Jesse Volsteadism Re-Lived € 
en ticipation in the protest against the Abramson, Tom O'Reilly, Joe King, “The Pleasures BEY s “ge 
be N. Y. City Board of Edueation’s L. deB. Handley, Tom Amo edited Pose pracy Sire tor Fong ‘ 
ng a ban of The Nation from public | George ©. Carens, William H. Tay- | William Hodapp (Farrar, Straus; % 
ng school libraries. Signers, all mem- lor, Robert F. Kelley and Fred! $4) is an exeéllent reprise of a! .' 
\p- bers of the League council or Au- Hawthorne. pleasurable and nostalgie eva.| 2 
is thors — —< cng gy =H Through literary excerpts frem | # 
Culkin Banning, Thomas B. Cos- Paris Whodunits Lively writers like F. Seott Fitzgerald, | % 
tain, Dale Eunson, Fulton Oursler, A - Gere tee = Staten Ee alge : : i 
Sleek Saaien, Gevtin Palener aut Although the French publishing | ¥'"@ Delmar, Michael Arlen, W. R. | % 
ed Jerome Weidman business is reported in a slump, | Burnett, Anita Loos, Sinclair} % 
a ; 1 mm. (the whodunit market is apparently | Lewis. Aldous Huxley, Erich Maria 
a % Group proposes that the League booming there. This is indicated R€mMarque, Vicente Giasce Ibanez, | *: 
on : council agree on 2 clear, Giction- not only by a number of recent Judge Ben B. Lindsey, Havelock | # 
‘. ! ary-det ived definition of ‘censor- sales of French rights of American Ellis, Warner Fabian (Samuel Hop- | } 
n : ship’ and limit its committee to whodunits, but also by news that kims Adams), E. M. Hull, Elinor ? 
of j eases which fall within this defini- | one of the leading Paris publishers, Glynn, et al., the entire gamut from 
3 tion”; and that the “censorship | Librairie Gallimard, is increasing | Babbittry to flaming youth, Cape- | 
committee be empowered to cem- its mystery list from 24 titles a Oneism to s.a. on the half-shell, | 
le mit the Authors League to a cause year to 48. Literary Masterworks, |COMpanionate marriage to postwar | 
ut only after a majority of its own | Inc., representing Gallimard in the | (1) phenomena, is vividly recap- | 
e, seven members and at least six of |U. S., has asked Mystery Writers tured and entertainingly projected. 
ine the 36 League council members | of America for suggestions in se-| Withal an expert anthology. 
k have approved of the stand. ‘curing American titles for the ex- 
ae “ Circular asserts that, under the | panded list. om Brown Sees Wore Things 
i ee ate cana aan, | The Paris firm offers an advance| “Seemg More Things,” a second | 
4 . ensorsmip nea ee may, | of about $300 ‘depending on the Volume of John Mason Brown's | 
y obtaining the telephoned aP- exehange rate) agai | gets: ritical pi 7 ad 
4 roval of any two council mem-|,; ¥ gainst 8% ra | se om the Saturday 
‘ va, comtealt the Authare Loomer ties to 10,000 copies and 10° | Review of Literature, will be pub- . 
; to support tien edenae of anyoné who thereafter, with a first printing of | lished Sept. 14 by Whittlesey 
wo sage whe | 30,000 and a second printing of | House. His “Portable Charles 
b claims that he is being censored. Athi eed F : } 
§ = . | 30,000 within three months of the | Lamb” will be issued in February 
4 It further claims that in the case | inti : we iki 
a bo 7 Per first printing being exhausted. At} by Viking. 
dy of The Nation, the decision to sup- |. ».4.4; : ca OE Mes f 7 a Seine? : 
md - . |a retail price of at least 75 frames! N. Y. Drama Critics’ Circle presi- 
++ rt the magazine was authorized | , ‘ alti - é : : Pome mri, 
z By aie ain anal shea. a | (around 25c), royalties will range | dent is also doing his “Critic at 
a . pe Ni ieaoee Get Tha Nation from $600 to $1,200. with payment | Large” television series, making | 
nd ease dete Ret constitute eamsasehia, |" dollars in New York. lecture appearances and continuing | 
hs and compares the Paul Blanshard | fo. ' _his Saturday Review articles. 
on articles on Catholie chureh policy,| ,"e’s Secretary’s Inside Stuff 
ie which brought about the ban, with| Kay Summersby. the Irish lass_ CHATTER : 
“4 “such seurrilous works as the ‘Pro-| Who was Gen. Dwight Eisenhower's; Jack Level, editor of Flash, 
tocols of Zion’ or such smut as | Chauffeur, thence secretary and| RKO homeoffiee mag, has written 
d E ‘Fanny Hill.’ ” | finally his confidential aide, will | article in current issue of Golfing, | 
“ ] Members are urged to wire pro-| have her book, Eisenhower Was titled “The White House as a Home | 
i. : tests to Oscar Hammerstein, 2d, My Boss,” brought out by for Golfers.” | 
~ : League president, before today’s | Prentice-Hall next month. She has! Margaret O’Brien, Metro star, | 
= (Wed.) seheduled council meeting. | taken out her first papers for U.S.| will have her “My Diary,” self-il- 
“~ Board of Education is slated to citizenship. : lustrated, published by Lippineott’s | 
@ : meet tomorrow (Thurs.) to decide | Miss Summersby was aided on Sept. 29. Lionel Barrymore has | 
_ ; whether to hold a public hearing | the editorial preparation by written the introduction. 
is ‘ on The Nation case. Michael Kern, freelance writer. Western Newspaper Union syn- | 
: The book will get three-part pre- dicate division will move from | 
“ . Royal’s TV Looksee |book publication first in Look Chicago to Frankfert, Ky., where 
: NBC veepee John F. Royal's! starting Sept. 28. It's said to be it has purchased a printing plant. 
“Television Production Problems” | #% Unusual closeup on Ike and his Syndicate services 10,000 small 
(McGraw-Hill, $2.50) points up| military-diplomatie affairs. town newspapers. 





























emphatically television’s beanstalk- 


like growth. Book is a symposium, | 
comprising leetures given by a/ 


group of I1 NBC tele execs in a 
TV course conducted jointly by 
NBC and Columbia Univ. Although 
the course was held only last year, 
much of the material in the book 


is already outdated. which factor ical musie for balance. lreene 
limits drastically its value to, Wicker, radio's Singing Lady. will through a new novel, an as yet | 
readers. do narration or voice on most;| Untitled story about polities in’ 


Despite that limitation, however, 
the book still presents sufficient 
interesting material to make it 
ood reading for anyone in show 
iz hoping to get into tele some 
day. With a full-blown intro by 
Royal covering the entire subject 
generally, the 10 other NBC’ers 
scan the various preblems inherent 




















“Bernard Shaw Through the 
Camera,” a volume of 238 photo- 
Simon & Schuster is going into Sraphs, many taken by the dram- 
the sale of disks, in conjunction |4tist himself, and published by 
‘with its Golden Books. Latter are -B. & H. White Publications, Ltd., 
a popular kids’ seller, at $l and London, will be distributed in the 
in September by Baker & 


S&S into Kid Disks 


r 


$1.50. Disks are mostly based on | U. S. 
Taylor. 
Merle Miller is a third way 


!Golden Books material, with class- 


Washington. William Sloane As- 
\sociates will publish. Sloane also 
published Miller’s novel, “That 


Alec Wilder supplying the music. 
Disks were made last year, before 
the Petrillo recording ban. 
Disks, which are six-inch, will 
be put out by Golden Records, 
subsid of S&S. Made of bakelite, 
|in bright yellow color, with same 
art work as the Golden Books, 
disks will sell at 29¢., federal. 


| Winter,” in January, 1948. Tome 
has sold 26,000 copies to date. 











AFM Disk Grip 





| 











in uction with authority excise tax included. They're the) matinee 
oll bp 5 Pees cunestanae. first low-priced unbreakable disks. | Continued from page 1 of one of America’s greatest - ‘ly 
Best of the sections are a lengthy S&S is issuing 12 disks at first, weeks ago but cooled off when Vie-4 -» Otis Skinner’s witty “Fam 
piece on tele scripting by NBC with first release on Sept. 7. First tor refused to join with them. They | Cornelia OS of her parents, 
seript manager Richard P. printing called for 100,000 of each. may not go at it full-scale, however, | Circle” tells the story 

McDonagh, and a finely-written | for two reasons: One is that by , remained young and gay 
and suspenseful story on “Prob- Rose Book Due Oct. 15 paying AFM men to work for them | whose hearts star- 
lems in the Studio” by staff di- Billy Rose’s “Wine, Women and tne companies involved are help-_ es and of her own 


rector Fred Coe. ; 

As was to be expected, all the 
lecturer-writers deal only with 
NBC shows. Since NBC is one of 
the acknowledged leaders in the 
industry, that extra plug some- 
times thrown in for the web may 
be passed over. Others in the in- 
dustry, however, might take issue 
with some of the statements re- 
garding such controversial prob- 
lems as color video, ete.. that the 
NBC’ers blandly toss out. One of 
the best features of the beek, in- 
cidentally, is a 13-page glossary 
ef tele terms. Stal. 


Two New Anthologies 

Fourth book by the Overseas 
Press Club of America has just 
been issued by Dutton ($3.75), “As 
We See Russia,” an anihology to 
which the following members con- 
tributed their views: Henry Cas- 
sidy, Leland Stowe, Josef Israels, 
2d, Hal Lehrman, Reuben H. Mark- 
ham, Emil Lengyel. Harold R. 
Isaacs, Paula LeCler, George 
Moorad, Bill Downs, Oriana Atkin- 
son, Tracey Phillips, Leo Glass- 
man, Sonia Tomara. Joseph B. 
Phillips, Ralph McGill, Edith W. 
Thompson, John Strohm, John F. 
Chapman. William Zukerman, Lar- 
ry Lesueur, Henry C. Wolfe, Eu- 
gene Lyons, Richard C. Hottelet 
and Craig Thompson. Bob Consi- 
dine, prez of the OPC, did the pref- 
ace. 





hnewspavermen has just been is- 
sued by Harper's ($3.95), “Sport's 
Golden Age” ‘a closeup ef the fab- 
vleus '20s), edited by Allison Dan- 
zig and Peter Brandwein, with a 


Another anthology by working | 





Words,” a reworking of his news- | 
| paper columns, will be published | 
_ Oct. 15 by Simon & Schuster, with | 
tentative first printing of the $1. 


"paper edition at 100,000 copies, and ©@SY to obtain disks from England 


could in the end upset Petrillo’s 
appiceart. Secondly, it’s cheap and 


ing. One-fourth of the book has ing scales call for $12 per man for 
been running in eight alternate a session, as against the $41 AFM 
issues in Look mag since July. men get. Decca. for example, paid 
Also on S&S’s noe 8 yp Lud- no more than $250 for the two.sides 
“The est 


25.000 more in the $3 cloth bind- When it’s feasible. British record- | 


of made in London recently by the 
‘Andrews Sisters, including import. 
duty. 
Petrillo and his executive board 
fear the coming election in the 
event the disk ban is still in exist- 
ence. Thev feel that if Gov. Thom- 
: gat as E. Dewey upsets President Tru- 
aur Ga povmaen of psn man’s bid for another term the 
Book of the Symphony,” by Charles former will go after labor heavily 
O'Connell. _ 4 . and that the AFM will bear the 
brunt of his attack. That’s the rea- 
son behind the AFM’s consistent 
, will start a new book urging of its members to rally 
PR eg ge Pn = January. New families, friends and neighbors to 
one will be the Mystery Guild, the Democratic cause. 
covering the whodunit field, with+ Recording companies unques- 
John Beecroft. editor-in-chief of all tionably would like a peaceable 
Doubleday book clubs, as editor, settlement with Petrillo. But if 
and Howard Haycraft as assistant. that’s net possible there’s also no 
incite Doubleday ibs clude question hat they are nl, ging 
Guild, Young People’s Division of Ree a peter tine pry 
the Literary Guild, Book League °° POM 00 ON ake. And chev’ 
of America, Doubleday One Dollar | ©® much at stake. are 
Book Club. Family Reading Club | 228ry. So are the tooters who dur- 
and Home Book Club. ing normal years made a good 
living for themselves and families 
and who since last Jan. 1 have been 
irgi) ¢arning what small amounts they 
Pinckley, publisher of the forth- | Could out of club jobs, ete. They're 
coming L.A. Mirror, owned by the | quite willing to record at any time 
L.A. Times, to bring in outsiders for any company that will pay the 
for tep spots is causing consider- freight. 


wig Bemelmans’ 
Times.” 

The firm’s November list will 
include ‘The Book of Great Con- 
versations,” edited by Louis Bian- 
colli, music critic on the N. ’ 
World-Telegram; “Victor Book . of 
Operas,” edited by Biancolli and 
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Deubleday’s 8th Club 
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IN THE SEPTEMBER 
LADIES’ HOME 


7 eR RAGE SGA Was SSS 


SKINNER | 


by his famous daughter 


Cornelia Otis Skinner 


You'll enjoy evey es 
this rollicking account FO 










throughout their liv : 
studded childhood. The full-length artic 
e n densed from the book soon 4 1 
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head of Universal Films’ foreign) | 
have a double-featured family 


Broadwa 
y event soon due; son Bob’s wedding | 


ee ee Son Gin Nos to Phyllis Kent, and daughter's | 
Joyce Selznick left Max Richar d| prospective second child making’ 
agency to go into biz on own tb nae grandparents for the second | 
: , | time. | 
artists’ personal rep. | George Jessel and Eddie Cantor | 
Topping slated to return Sept, 3| Senin and “itwihe asst tine | 
. unday and “‘it’s the first time 
after extended European honey-| got top billing over Cantor,” says | 


quickie to Paris last week. 


Ex-radio scripter Eddie Davis. | S2ally 6 Freem of. on Fe 


e : Avenue for fall occupancy. The Hy 
now on the Coast, working On a)Gardners will also have a Park 
legit musical for Mitzi Green. Ave. address by mid-October when 

Milton Harris, past two years the new house at No. 710 is com- 
sales promotion head of Filmack pleted. He’s the columnist-publicist- | 
Trailers’ local office, resigned. newscaster. 


Alfred Bollington, British or-| Chase Bank advertised un- 
ganist, en route to Toronto for Claimed bank accounts for follow- 
opening of the new Odeon there. ag? a eet re pie Serene 

: |& Mrs. ristine Aaronson, 
oho sine, foing out ahead, of Shakespeare ve, N.Y. City he's, 
time with the Frank Fay company. | NOW with Metro's music dept. on 
e 


"tana near Southampton, for Hans Ernst Bush, 50 Central | 


/went on at the meet for stockhold- | 
ers who couldn’t attend. 


Washington | 


tion chief, in Philly and Washing- 
ton this week on radio promeotion | 
of Sam Bischoff’s “Pitfall.” 
NBC’s Bill Stern’s “Favorite | 
aa gyrag Mic ny nal goeing a 
out in orm by Garden City | B ' 
: y Florence S. Lowe 
Pub. Co., subsid of Doubleday. | Larry Snoots, manager of the | 
Monte Proser’s second son was Sheridan, in for minor operation. | 
born Monday (23), the same day' [Les Sands, WWDC disk jockey, | 
his musical, “Heaven on Earth,” | clicking with weekly amateur show | 
opened at the Shubert theatre, | a9¢ Club Kavakos. 
Boston. |" Nathan Golden, Dept. of Com- | 
Tonight (Wed.) radio’s “The! merce film chief, off to St. Louis | 
Shadow,” otherwise known as Bret with his frau to attend the VFW | 
Morrison, starts a run as singing affair. 
star at Club Bagatelle. Dorothy, Nicholas Webster, ex of the U.S. | 
Ross holds over. | Dept. of Agriculture film section, | 
Toby Rowland, formerly of the has joined local film | 
Sam Jaffe office, will head up the Oeveste Granducci. 
service department of the Ameri- Maj. Hardie Meakin 2d, son of | 
can Theatre Wing's professional 
training program. 





to active duty via a training course | 
Stage designer Mordecai Gorelik | at Ft. Leavenworth. 
back in N. Y. from Hollywood. He’s| Sonia Stein, ex radio editor of | 
expecting to do one show before | the Washington Post, currently do- 
shoving off for an extended Euro-| ing a tele column for that paper 
pean tour in three or four months.| and pinch-hitting on the drama 

Franz Steiniger back after 14) desk. 
weeks in Pittsburgh conducting! Assn. of American Railroads 
the Civic Light Opera series, and| debuts a series of musicomedy 
now working on score of his legiter hits over ABC Monday nights 
“Angelita,” formerly titled “Queen starting Oct. 4, with Benton and 
of the West.” | Bowles agenting. 

Abe Lastfogel, William Morris Sara Young, 20th booker, who 
agency g.m. and Veterans Hospital heads the women’s committee for 
Camp Shows president, expected|the Variety Club Welfare Fund, 
from the Coast next month to launched her campaign at a work- 
confer on the reactivation of USO ers’ luncheon last week. 
in relation to VHCS. |. Olney Theatre, nearby strawhat- 

So much stirring politically on ter, being plugged by Mrs. Claude 
the other side that INS decided to Pepper, wife of the Florida Sen- 
keep Bob Considine on the Euro-| ator, who tells friends she hasn’t 
pean scene another month or so, missed a show there this season. | 
since he’s already abroad follow-| Local Variety tent has added | 








London 


a London-made film about Sir 
Basil Zaharoff, the armament king. 

Flora Robson to’appear in a re- 
vival of “Captain Brassbound’s 
Conversion” at the Lyric, Ham- 
mersmith in the fall. 

Jack Hylton’s plans for present- 


7 


ing “The Lady of the Camellias 


Brook, gets big chance in forth- 
coming Old Vic season, with star- 
ring roles in “Twelfth Night” and 
Congreve’s “The Way of the 
World.” 

Lilian Braithwaite will star in 
R. C. Sherriff’s new comedy, “Miss 
Mabel,” which Norman Marshall 


| will produce for Alec Rea and E. 


P. Clift for a provincial tour be- 


‘fore its West End presentation. 


Recovered from his motorcycle 
crash, Bonar Colleano is flying to 


rected by five international direc- 


Herbert Wilcox’s next Techni- 
color presentation, costarring Anna 
Neagle and Michael Wilding again, 
will be “Maytime in Mayfair,” set 
for shooting at M-G-M’s Elstrée 
studios. Nicholas Phipps, who. 
scripted “Spring in Park Lane,” | 
will handle the new screenplay, 


and also appear in the pic. 


Bucks County, Pa. 





new management. 
| licensee. | 


pic, 
Innsbruck. 


pee license tax on niteries, res-| 
taurants and hotels. Proceeds will | 


Albert de Courville is planning. po to publicity and advertising| 


udget. 
Cuban syndicate, which has 
bought heavily in Miami Beach ho- 


: tel Far gate A in Pate months, | 
| gra another Deering estate, i 

_| south of Beach in Biscayne Bay. age fn nite ae BaP sp 
Jack Goldman bought out part- | 


ner and now sole owner of the 


By Ray M. Feves 
Will Maston Trio headlining at 


Clover Club. 


Ike Carpenter orch at Jantzen 


Leo Carrillo and Cal.’s Gov. War- | 


ren here as guests of the Oregon 
City Centennial. 


Werner Janssen to resume con- 


ductorship of the Portland .Sym- 
phony Orchestra. 


Harry Knauss took over Club | 


booker. 


Cabaret Simp! will open under 
Adi Berger is 


Tirolfilm imported first Mexican 
“Torero,” being shown in 


diréctor of. 


Roman Grabmayr, 


U.S. - controlled Red - White - Red | 
| station, died suddenly. 


Albert and Else Bassermann 


inked for Kammerspiele, to Sept. | 
12, then proceeding to U.S. 


Edmund Eysler’s latest operetta, 


Moss Harts back from Province- | “Archduke Johann,” will have its | 


town. 
Moe Behrmans weekending with 
Martin Vorhauses. 


| on 


| world preem in Gratz City Theatre. | 


Willi Forst’s production, “Woman | 
Crossroad,” with Brigitte | 


Party tossed Friday for treasurer Horney, directed by Eduard von 


Playhouse staff. 


Flemington ‘Fair opening Aug. | Retty and Elizabeth Markus to ap- 


the D. C. rep for RKO, returning | 31 and runs until Sept. 6. Horse | pear in Raimund Theatre’s preem, | 
“A Night in Transylvania.” | 


show slated Sept. 4. 
Ted de Corsia checked out of | 


Langhorne home for motor trek to | 


Coast on film assignment. 

Sidney Blackmers, starring in 
“Gilded Cage” tryout, living with 
Capt. Von Wormer Walsh in New 
Hope. 

Gerald Savery and spouse in to 
catch “Road to Rome” last week at 


New Hope as possibility for Boston | 


rep season. 

Lester Cohen hosted by neigh- 
boring writers on birthday Wed- 
nesday (18), at Carversville home 
with surprise party. 

Phyllis Periman, Playhouse 
flack, tub thumping for “Leaf and 
Bough,” Charles Heidt and Rouben 
Mamoulan production. 

Fred Finklehoffe polishing new 
version of Strindberg’s “The 
Father” at Springtown farm. He'll 


scripter | Adeline Walter at Logan Inn by | Borsody is well under way. 


Marika Roekk, Wolf Albach- | 


Gustav Ucicky directing Swiss- 
Austrian film, “After the Storm.” 
in Salzburg. Stars Marte Harell 
and Nicholas Smart. American, 
U. S. troops, stationed in Salzburg, | 
participated in several scenes. 


Chicago 

Taggart Casey replaced Earl Co- 
bert in “Annie Get Your Gun.” 

J. J. Shubert in town gandering 
remodeling of Blackstone theatre. 

Hoagy Carmichael set for alma 
mater date at Purdue University, 
Oct. 8. 

Leonard Hicks, general manager 
of Morrison, bought Casa Marina 
Hotel, Key West, Fla. 

I. S. Anoff, Chi Convention Bu- | 
reau prexy, announces 597 meets 
here drew 690,061 visitors. | 





Hollywood 


James Mason hosted Carol Reed 
Enterprise. ms 
Norma Talmadge headed for Las 
Vegas vacation. 

Olivia De Havilland confined to 


at 


Masquers’ Ciub tossed a testi- 
monial for Mack Sennett. 
Gene Stutenroth changed ‘his 


moon. | Jessel, referring to their video in-| sre peiny shelved until a suitable Clover Club. He'll shutter next screen name to E 
. . } a ° > . . “4 Lu “4 . ° 
Richard Korn appointed asso- troduction. Jessel flew east 10r theatre becomes available. month for short period, to enlarge Howard Be Rae 2g tne aggedl Re- 
ciate conductor of the new Brook-| Tommye Adams’ op at Post-Grad- Molly Veness played lead in try- Seating capacity and redecorate | pypblic following major surgery 
lyn Symphony Orchestra. eae * wns she’s the No. 1 girl) out of her new play, “So What?”, Pot. | Mrs. Sonny Tufts recovering 
Metro ad-publicity veepee How- | #Men¢. ; ., |& cockney comedy, at the little scan gen "Ey from emergency appendectomy. 
ard Dietz due back by air from a ,, After bivouacing at the ——: Gateway theatre club, Aug. 18. Portland Ore | Si Fishkind of the NY Times 
Moritz for years, Sophie Tucket Clive Brook’s daughter, Faith ’ . Sports staff in town on vacation. 


Edward Arnold’s son Bill fe- 
joined the Air Corps as a first 
looey. 

John Garfield will tour with key 


Beach for week stand. Shep Fields City openings of “The Numbers 
follows. 


Racket:” 

Jacquelyn Ross, to do decor for 
the new Independencia Theatre, 
Mexico City. 

Paul Nathan, Hal Wallis talent 
exec. back at his desk after two 
months illness. 

Walter Wanger went north to tell 


. Coast); Concert Dancers! Rerlin for fi “er > , ~ men . C “ ’ ~ 
; ' . irst shots in the new Frisco Press Club “D Se 

Sag oop BE aeylne ete eng | League, Inc., Carnegie Hall; Grand National pic, “A Tale of Hy Mac. Will continue floor show | Hollywood Short.” — 

: |Madam Johanna Gadski, in trust) Five Cities,” which is being di-| policy with Norm Anderson as/ Mary Beth Hughes bruised her 


hip in a fall from a horse while 


j ; Park West. ; ,. | tors. |. Don Ameche brought his pro. vacationing in Oregon 

The ate 4 (theatre builders and This week’s issue of Griswold’s| Michaei Pertwee, author of “The football team, the na Anseles Harry Horner will do the sets 
realtors) Chanins’ boy, Paul Rich- Public Relations News kudoses| paragon” (screened as “Silent | Dons, here last Sunday to win over for legit revue “My L.A..” based 
ard Chanin, engaged to Carol;|Paramount “for producing one of Dust”), is back from Rome where the Baltimore Colts. 'on Matt Weinstock’s book. 
Kaplan. : jthe best of the special reports tell- he was working on a script set for | Bob Fender subbing for Neil 

Director George Sidney arrives |ing stockholders exactly what oc-) production in Italy in September, . Rau on Louella Parsons staff while 
with his wife from the Coast next curs at an annual meeting.” Pars titled “Thief of Venice.” English Vienna Rau vacations at Arrowhead 
Tuesday (31) for a three-week lengthy report, circularized last! nq American versions will be . Mike Todd in to eve legiter “All 
vacation, ‘month, gave a detailed blow-by-| made of the story, a period , Opera singer Harry Payer has You-.Need Is One Good Break” for 

Mori Krushen, ‘U.A. exploita- | blow description of everything that | -gmance. leased the Stadt theatre. | possible Broadway production. 


Monte Hale broke his right arm 
in a fall from a cowpony while 
making “Sundown In Santa Fe” at 
Republic. 

Mrs. Gertrude Ermatinger, wife 
of Biltmore. Theatre manager Pete 
Ermatinger, recovering from brain 
operation. 

Metro hunting a moppet for “The 
Secret. Garden” to replace Claude 
Jarman, Jr., who got too big since 
the film was announced two years 


Eric Johnston and Dore Schary 
accepted bids to gab at Screen 
Publicists Guild second annual 
Panhandle dinner. It’s a repeat 
chore for Schary. 

Bretaigne Windust heads back to 
NY next week to direct Maxwell 
Anderson’s legiter “Anne of a 
Thousand Days” in which Rex 
Harrison will star. 


Shanghai 
By Hal P. Mills 

An Enghkish circus is set for 
Shanghai in September, the first 
Big Top in seven years. 

Screening of “The Lady from 
Shanghai” (Col) at local theatre 
was brief. Chinese public nixed 
the picture. 

Alice Lee, Chinese stage and 
film actress, booked for American 
tour by Shanghai Theatrical Enter- 
prises through Len Mantell, of 
Seattle office of Bert Levey. 

Jack Vidumsky, manager of Nan- 
king Theatre, painfully injured by 
mob of angry Chinese ticket scalp- 
ers, trying to oust them from thea- 
tre lobby. Chinese police looked 
as hoods beat Vidumsky up. 


Te ee 


ns init = BBs 


Sheil Players, Catholic theatre u 
group, presenting “Trial by Fire’ One woman was killed, and 19 
at Morrison Hotel, Aug. 25. |other persons injured in clash at 


ing his coverage of the Olympics. to its membership roster: Gordon | produce it with Jed Harris. 
Al Horwits, Charles Simonelli, Williamson and Jules Huber, both) John Wexley completing play at 
and Philip Gerard back today of Dumont, Dan Holland, head of his Ottsville farm. Ditto Jack) 





~(Wed.) after a three-day quickie Automatic Fountains Inc., and 
to the Coast to set advance cam- Robert J. Enders, advertising exec. 
prigus ms BN ram Stay nicleinciciatintent 
appy” and “Family Honeymoon.” ‘ f 
Metro’s Sidney Sheldon, back | Atlantic City 
from 10-week European 0.0., flew | 
west for the scripting assignment | 
on “Annie Get Your Gun.” He last club. 


; 
The Fred Allens, summering at with The Four Blues. 
Sea Girt, N. J., flirting with the Jackie Miles and Sonny Skylar 
idea of buying a house there. One drawing boff biz at 500 club. 
real enterprising real estate sales- Andre Dorsey into The Show- 
man is rehearsing an Ajax Cassidy place with Three Loose Nuts. 
routine with which to “sell”’ the!” Nancy Carroll starring in “Too 
comedian. Many Husbands” at Ocean City 
Canada Lee, who was American | pjayhouse this week. 
Labor Party candidate for N. Y Louis Armstrong hand closed 
State Senator from 23d N. Y. cily Sunday (22) at Club Nomad, with 
district, withdrew because 6f Holly-' jhe Toppers and Johnny Alberts 
wood commitments, and James replacing. 
Malloy, of National Maritime Un- payj Henreid and Audrey Long 
fon, will run in his place. here for p.a.’s with preem of “Hol- 
George Feinberg, president of jow Triumph” at Hollywood thea- 
Dazian’s back from Hollywood tre Friday (20). 
ore x re acd nS ~ Eg ne : nee FeAl EG 
of cities, including , Dallas an ° ° 
New Orleans. Dazian’s working on | Minneapolis 
17 legit productions, which is more 
than at the same time last year. ; By Les Rees j 
Jack Benny, Jules C. and Doris Old Log strawhatter offering 
Stein, Mary Livingstone, the Jack “The Double Door. 
Kapps, the Jock Lawrences, Sam. Grand, lower loop film house, 
Perrins, the Sidney Wynnes among Offe burlesque with films. 
the large show biz contingent sail-| D g Sisters, Dick Buckley 






ing home from Paris-London on and Hal Derwin orchestra into 
the Queen Club Carnival. 
» (30). 7, mead Carlton Miles, here ahead of 


Phil Harris and his radio aide, “The Wirslow Boy,” due at Ly- 
Remley, driving former's ceum Sept. 8-12. 


- new Bentle ) west bert Lamouret and Peggy 
ry ¢ 5. we ’ 

‘ ie Alice rae hrs. Harris) Mann into Hotel Radisson Flame 

trained out with Mrs. Remley,| Room with Pierson Thal orchestra. 

oes to see the children. Jack PP ing + hi oye mpeotre B.. 

ene. s p.a., Irving Fein, also hur- | tour nesota, Wisconsin and the 

ry Star to = Dakotas in “Arms and the Man” 


and Joe Seidelman (he’s in October. 


Layee 


Jane Harvey into Bath and Turf | 
/at the Playhouse. 


did “Easter Parade.” Sheldon’ Marjorie Hyams Trio into Rip- | 
eee Europe very Commie-vulner- | tide Room. 
able. 


Kirkland at Sprimgtown. Latter is 
doing stage version of novel “Mr. 
Adams.” 

Robert Garland and Joe Magee 
in to catch preem of new Ken 
Nicholson-Charlie Robinson script, 
“The Gilded Cage” Monday (30) 


Three male stars winding up last 


| three stanzas at New Hope, Aug. 
Roy Branker into El! Capitan | 30. Arthur Treacher in “The Mag- 


|istrate,”’ Pinero farce package 
coming in from Olney, Md.; John 





| Loves Mary,” Sept. 13. 


. . 

| Miami Beach 

By Larry Solloway 

| New Delano hotel installing film 
|and television setup on roof ter- 


Loder in “For Love or Money,” 
Sept. 6; Jackie Cooper in “John 


Variety Club is sponsoring Sept. 'Golden Castle Theatre, Chinese 

/10 performance of “Mister Rob- | film house, between Chinese sol- 

| erts’” as La Rabida benefit. |diers and police. Soldiers threw 

' Leonard C. Utrecht, theatre hand grenades, after being refused 

|/ manager, heads local drive for Sis- "ee admission. 

ter Kenny Foundation, assisted by | Slee pana 

theatre managers Lee Bruby, Jr., Pittsbur h 

Charles Kusak, Sam Krimstein, | : g 

Charles Hall, John Kerzan, Robert | By Hal Cohen 
Burlesque resumes for the new 

season at Casino, Saturday (28). 


Brosseau, and James L. Smith. | 
Walter and Jean Brown, dancers, 


Mexico City have opened at Winona Beach, 


Actor Fernando Soler and Jaime | Mich. nd , 
Menache to prod i '_ Tom Troy, William Penn Hotel’s 
in October. sho teneate tasnieme id to Cape Cod for a. few 

ustin Lara orch inked to play | “‘ . 
in the nitery, the H Johnny Mack Brown due for 
is ekavaiaing. pera Prado | tock of p. a.’s in tri-state area 


Actress Julieta Palavicini out of theatres. : 
retirement and dubbing pix in _, Billy Catizone, who has the trio 








race Spanish at the Churubusco studio. | 
_ Bruce Stevens and Sonny Kay! ,, Gone with the Wind” (M-G) at 
held over at Club Bali. | the Cine Cosmos is doing bigger 
Ned Schuyler, Beachcomber op | biz than it did when exhibited lo- | 


in New York on talent hunt. ie aaa years ago. 
Ben Gaines and the missus (Joan egina Bulawa is the only | 


Abbott) back from European _| American singing Mexican folk | 
Carl Ravazza, Jane Weta ann | songs professionally in Mexico. 


: Sings in English and Spanish once 
eS ee oe weekly at local station XEW. 


The Mitchell (Wometco chain) | ' 
Salt Lake City 


| wolfsons, back from long South | 
By Kathleen Phillips 


| American tour. 
Red Skelton and Frank Borzage 


Tato & Julia added to Five) 

O'Clock elub show, with DeCastro Red 

Sisters and Nino Yacovino held enjoying bucolic life on latter's 
over. 

| 








New show at Five O’Clock club 
feature Monroe Seaton, Keith 
Hall, Tato & Julia and Nino Yaco- 
vino. 

Jack Perper, former Herald Trib 
(N. Y.)_ staffer, new public rela- 
tions director for Miami Fashion 
Council. 

City council increased occupa- 





i 
I 





Symphony committee has set 

saac Stern as soloist for coming 
season. 

Production crew of “Big Cat” 
leaving Cedar City for Los Angeles 
after shooting finishing scenes, 
iene — ydepat yes district 

er, In town to set pictures for 
Bill Scully Drive in September. 





at Terrace Room, vacationing in 
Atlantie City. 

Ollie O’Toole and family drove 
back to Hollywood after visit here 
with his mother. 

Murray Levy has resigned from 
boxoffice of Nixon theatre and will 
move to Florida. 

Art Strahl named regional sales 
promotion chief in this area for 
Varsity Records. 

Ada Lynn headlining new floor 
show at Carousel, sharing featured 
slot with Jackie Heller. — 

Keystone Hotel changing name 
to Sheraton; Organist Ernie Neff 
goes into pene: for a run. 

Joe Hiller’s brother-in-law, Hy 
Silverman, has gone into the book- 
ing agency business with him. 

Nancy Wible, Playhouse actress, 
copped runnerup spot in “Miss 
Western Pennsylvania” finals. 

Jenny Lou Law spending couple 
of weeks on strawhat circuit stage 
managing Jane Cowl’s tour in 4) 
and Mrs. Bottle.” 
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Heights, N. J. for interment. 
Survived by wife. 


VECHESLAV SWOBODA 

|_ Veeheslav Swoboda, 57, died in 
'N. Y., Monday (23), after a long 
illness. One time premier danseur 


OBITUARIES 





WALLENBERG 
Wallenberg, 

editor of Ulistein, Bertia/ sppsering. with. Frank 
author of 
the widely circulated “1,000 Word” N 


DR. ERNST 


RNS’ | toured the Keith cireuit, and first 
corns 


69, imitated Woodrow Wilson while |f the Moscow Imperial Ballet, 
*at Was later ballet master of the Chi- 
the Orpheum theatre, Brooklyn, ©#&® Opera Co. For the last 10 
. ¥, years he had conducted a ballet 
school in N. Y. 
His wife survives. 


forishing house and 


age textbooks, died-Aug. 21 in 
aotevelt Hospital, N. ¥. 





MARK S. WILDER 





' j 
body was planed to Hasbrouck | The Reading event; which started 


he ing celebration has made a 





| 








t 
Aug. 14, and runs until Sept. 16, is | 
being handled by Baldwin & Mer- 
mev. New York public relations , 

outfit. Continued from pege 1 


Engineered by Alfred Stern, | According to reporis by the Mo- 
Baldwin & Mermey exec, the Read tion Picture Export Assn., Holly- 
heavy | wood = in | ge trict Reeve 
splu into eutdeor shews out of | continu to grow popularity 
the $100,000 fund allocated for the despite the flock of obstacles 
event. All levels of show business, | Placed in their way by local. au- 
from top name talent through | therities. Im seme eases theatre- 
scenic desi_ners, stage technicians, | OWners im easterm Europe have 


Russ B.0. Flop 





Dr. Wallenberg was an editor of Mark S. Wilder, 86. former _ musicians and costumers to lower- | been compelled te play Russian 
Ulistein from 1906 to 1933. Im the veepee and director of station KAY BYRNE case vaude talent, are sharing in | Pictures, despite empty houses, to 
course of this association he had WSYR. Syracuse, died at. his Kay Byrne, 33, radio and nitery the gravy. | ward off political reprisals. 


served as editor-in-chief of the 
Berlin B.Z. am Mittag, Tempo and 
Vossische Zeitung. 

In 1931 he broadcast from the, 
pase of the Statue of Liberty his 
jmpressions of the changes 


summer home at Alexandria Bay Singer, died of a heart ailment 
on Aug. 18. He was father of Col. 
Harry C. Wilder, president of 


ents in Kye, N. Y. 
WSYR, 


; Miss byrne as a child had been 

In 1932, Wilder was associated in vaudeville with her parents. 
with his son in the purchase of She ws also a 
wrought in the skyline of New WSYR and remained a veepee and tournament golfer 
York in 27 years. His oroadecast/ director until WSYR’s recent sale 
was transmitted by wire and short- to S. 1. Newhouse, newspaper chain 
wave radio to listeners in Ger- owner. 
many. 





THOMAS SULLIVAN 
Thomas Sullivan, 72, former 





Angeles, 
known 

Fields,’ which was adapted for the | 
screen, and shown at Squire thea- 
tre. N. Y., in 1937. He had also 
written several 
which 
lated and presented in N. Y. 


After his arrival here, he taught 
German to American singers in 
New York. Then he re-wrote for 
English-speaking students and had 
published here his “1,000 Word” 
books. 

Born in Berlin, he attended the 
University of Berlin and received 
a Ph.D. degree from the Univer- 
sity of Greiffwald. He studied 
dentistry and first practiced as a 


Charles B. Dillingham 


August 30, 1934 


‘GONE BUT NOT FORGOTTEN’ 
R. H. B. 





dentist before embarking on a 
journalistic career. : 
He leaves his wife, Sophie, and 


three sons. | 





PERETZ HIRSHBEIN 
Peretz Hirshbein, 67, Hebrew 
author and lecturer, died in Los 
Aug. 16. He was_ best 
for his novel, “Green 


plays in Hebrew 


were subsequently trans- 


His play, “Far Away Corner,” 


was produced by the Yiddish Art 


Theatre in 1919 and revived 20 


years later. “Onee Upon A Time,” 
another of his plays, was produced 


_at the Seeond Avenue theatre, 


N. Y.! in 1933. “The Blacksmith’s 
Daughter,” A 


Life for a Life,” 
“Child of the World,” “Who the 
Devil Knows” and “The Dew 


Falls” were among his other plays. 


The film, ‘“Hitler’s Madman,” for 


which he did the screenplay from 
an original story by Emil Ludwig, 


FELIX WINTERNiITZ 

Felix Winternitz, 76, violinist ' 
and composer, died in Boston. 
Aug. 20. 

Born in Linza, Austria, he came 
to Boston at the age of 17 as a 
violinist with the Boston Symphony 
orchestra. He was a teacher. com- 
poser and concert violinist, making 
several world tours. 

He leaves three sons, Robert, 
head of a N. Y. advertising firm, 
Kurt and Roland, a film and radio 
actor known as Roland Winters. 


EDWARD HILL AMET 
Edward Hill Amet, 87, inventor 
of motion picture equipment, died 
in Rendondo Beach, Cal. 
Among his inventions is the 
magnagraph, considered tops in 






“In loving memory of 


ARTHUR A. ROSE 


Whe died August 26, 1947, in 
Hollywood 
TO KNOW HIM WAS TO LOVE 


The Family 







HIM 





First 
model of camera is in the Smith- 
‘sonian Institute. He also invented 
the Geneva movement control for 


motion picture cameras. 


camera shutters, which still is in 
use today. 
His wife, two daughters and two | 


brothers survive. 





MRS. WALTER FRAMER book. 
Hannah Golding Framer, 34, wife | jaded city masses on this, even | 


burlesque producer, died Aug. 16 
in Cincinnati. 

One of his shows was ‘Monte 
Carlo Girls,’ in which 
Eva Waterman, was starred. She. 
three sisters and a brother survive. 

MIKHAIL TARKHANOV 

Mikhail Tarkhanov, who for a 
number of years had been a prom- 
iment actor in the Russian theatre. 
died in Moscow last week. - 

He was given a state funeral. 

Ben Morris, 57, night watchman 
at Universal, was found shot to 
death in his ear near studio gates 
Aug. 19. Police listed it as a 
suicide. An uncle of actress Vir- 
ginia Bruce by marriage, he is 
survived by his wife and a daugh- 
ter. 








Sister, 49. of Jaek Oakie, come- 
dian. died in Brooklyn. N. Y., Aug. 
16. Comic planed in for the fun- 


‘eral. 


Wife of Arnold Cornelissen, con- 
cert pianist-composer, died at Cat- 
taraugus, N. Y., Aug. 16. 


No Showmanship 


Continued from page 1 

















the hoopla and the glitter of Broad- 


way and Coney Island mixed with 
the solid stuff of industrial achieve- 


}ment, the Grand Central affair has 


the excitement of a civies text 
It'll be tough to sell the 


of Walt Framer, N.Y. radio pro with the Poliee and Fire depart- 


| 


|A former performer, Mrs. Framer 
‘teamed up years ago with her hus- 
| band in a number of shows on 
-WWSW in Pittsburgh. After 


| ducer and co-paekager of CBS net- | : 
lwosk shew, ‘Steibe ft Rich,” died | "2s. woteting the take -28 Oic. 


_at her home in New York Aug. 15. | 


per head. 
Four stories of the Grand Cen- 
tral Palace are taken up with the 


lworkings of the city government, 


. Re YS ber | (onspotiiet i ag es - ag se 
was shown a ialto, N. Y., | ; = ito t its own activity. Some 
1943. He also wrote novels, travel ee a she leaves Of them have a showmanship flair, 
books and poetry. 6 ‘such as the layout fer Department 
daughter, 10, and a son, 6. : , ; 
of Segre een biel ne — 
EDITH W. KINKEAD some adyance bally for a Holly- 
lara: Indi Washoe Aanes, Sécmner | | wood prison saga. Most of the ex- 
actress and 








ALBERT H. GROSS 
Albert H. (Pete) Gross, ° 
translater of writings im Yiddis 


astrologist, known pro- 
fessionally as Edith W. Kinkead, 
died in New York, Aug. 19. She 
was the wife of Lindsay C. Amos, 


financial manager of Charies Pratt | 


& Co. and treasurer of the Pratt 
Institute. 

She had been an actress for a 
number of years, having appeared 
in productions of the late Henry 
B. Harris and others. Later she 
became assistant te Evangeline 
Adams, astrologer, 'who died in 
1932. She had continued the work 
ef Miss Adams since her death. 

In addition to husband, she also 


of Sholem Asch and other writers, 


‘died in New York, Aug. 17. Before | 
becoming known as a translator, 


notably of “East River,” he had 
been on editorial staff of Boni & 
Liveright, publishers. He also 
worked in the production field for 
|Coward-McCann, Inc. 

| Survived by wife, daughter and 
‘son. ~ 





GEORGE SILVER 


| George Silver, 47, musician and 


Aug. 24. at the home of her par- | Will appear at the Reading. fair 


top - ranking |Claude Rains 


i 
' 
; 


| 
' 


his wife, | 


{ 


‘im road company of 


} 
‘ 


| 


| 


| 


~ hibits, however, are weighted down | 


in a welter of charts, statisties and | 


other forms of desiccated data. 
The crowds, most of which are 
made up of kids who are cuffoed, 
give a fast brushoff to the routine 
layouts and search for the more 
intriguing corners. The younger set 
manage to get some kick out of a 


machines (non - gambling 
and the Westinghouse 


ball 
, type!), 


atomic researeh center. The elderly Broderick. 


‘folks give the a fast twirl 


entertainer, died July 22 in Union- and head for the strategically- 


leav son previous - town, Pa. For the last 24 years, joeated folding chairs, for which 
3. enone Rinkesd. mar he had headed Musicians Union there is a short wait only. 

= ‘there and was also secretary to the In the panorama of metropolitan 

JOHN MAGANOTTI Uniontown Recreational Assn. For tite presented in the central ex- 


John Maganotti, 46, veteran 
nitery operator, who owned several 
rgh spots, died Aug. 
after a heart attack in that city. 





which played chiefly through |. j,iq aside for the “city’s theatri- 
Pennsylvania — psp tee el cal variety,” as the publicity hand- 

Besides his wife, outs put it. The flack description 
children. is also worth quoting: “the city’s 


| 





“ite the recent blewup given 
to the effectiveness of the U. S. 
+_partment’s film preduction 
program, industry feeiing is that 
the real diplomatic spadework for 
America is beimg accomplished by ® 
fiollywoed pix. Qne film industry 
exec with a backgroewnd of foreign 
‘experience put it this way: “It’s 
,one thing to round up a couple of 
hundred diplomatic officials, teach- 


The roster of talent whe did or 


grounds include Eddie Cantor, 
George Jessel, Olsen & Johnson, 
Dick Haymes, Frances Langford, 
and Ezra Stone, 
among others: Cantor reeeived 
$7,000 for a two-night stand, while 
Olsen & Johnson, plus a company, 
garnered $15,000 for three nights. 





MARRIAGES 


June Melender to Norman Mur- 
fee, San Francisco, August 22. 
Bride is organist; he’s owner of 
Villa Chartier in that city. 

Kathleen Kelly to Johnny Mac- 
Intyre, Boston, July 21. He’s Hub 
press rep. for Shubert theatres. 

Wanda Barbour to Thomas EF. 
MaeDougall, Hollywood, Aug. 21. 
Bride is a showgirl in Earl Carroll's 
nitery 

Edna McCredden to Rey Croft, 
Dublin, Aug. 18 Bride is seere- 
tary of Theatre Royal, Dublin; he’s 
former vauder. 

Pat Campbell to Eddie Short, 


erly in WGN’s produetion dept.; 
he’s publicity head of W4JJD, 
Chicago. 

Diana Halperin to Danny New- 
man, Lomdon, Aug. 18. He's 
legit flack and half owner of Astor 
Theatre, Chicago; bride is Yiddish 
legit star, appearing in London. 

Margie King Kraber to Dick 
Brosky, Pittsburgh, Aug. 16. Bride 
is a band singer, he’s a musician. 

Betty Byrd te Danny Hoctor, 
Cevington Ky., Aug 12. Both were 
“Call Me 


ers and secial workers to see a pro- 


‘gram of short subjects about Amer- 


ica. But it’s far more 
when people voluntarily pay at the 
boxoffice to see America in action 
through Hollywood films.” 


can 


important 


Joaquin Rickard, South Ameri- 
rep for the Motien Picture 


| Assn. of America, currently in New 
, York, reports that Russian pictures 


\ are 
Despite strong Communist blocs in 
several Latin-Ameriean countries, 
Soviet films have declined to the 


rarities south-of-the-border. 


_ vanishing point. In some cases, un- 


, fortunately, 
rather 


it’s been censorship 
than public imdifference 


' which have foreed out the Russian 


Chicage, Aug. 21. Bride-was form-| !""** 


In some cases, Russian film dis- 


}tributers have tried to palm off 


their product practically at no cost 
to the exhibitors. Some Seviet films 


‘did manage to reach firstrun houses 


in this manner. But even these 
so-called 
failed to pay off against competi- 
|tion from American 


“prepaganda beekings” 


pictures re- 


\leased at regular distribution rent- 


als. 


As a result, Rickard said, few 


_exhibitors in Sewth Ameriea now 


Mister,” and dance team of Hoctor | 


& Byrd. 


Aliee Glover to Harry C. Ander- | 


son, Washington, Aug. 7. Bride 
was formerly of Glover & LaMae, 
dance. team; he’s with Cleveland 


| 


| commensurate 
obligations to the radio comic. It 


eare t6 handle Russian pix. 








Playing Down 
Centinued frem page 1 
with contractual 





500 Operetta Co. and Dramaturgy, | Won't burt him, either, of course, 


Inc. 


sinee he-is-in the picture on @ per- 


Nelda Anne Dotson to Charles ,°®™tage arrangement. 


LeRoy Shields; Des Moines, Aug 


“New York” played two engage- 


15. He's continuity writer for sta- ments using the old ad campaign. 
That was in Philly and Dayton. 


tion KRNT in that city. 

Barbara MelInnes 
McKay Tibbett. Bel-Air, Cal., Aug. 
21. He’s son of Lawrence Tibbett. 
baritone and head of American 
Guild of Musical Artists. 


; ‘Both were extremely 
to Richard ing, ‘Tintex: theses 
The copy merely played 


z 


disappoint- 


up the. 
that it was a funny pieture. 
find Morgan's. name would take 


ol 


least a second glance. Film 
opened in San Francisco three 
weeks ago with the new cam n, 
‘racked up a very smart $17,000, 
,and won itself a holdover, the first 
UA pie in he house to de that for 
some time. 


Patricia Cohn te Harold Mel- 
niker, Santa Barbara, Cal., Aug, 21. 
at 3 director of public relations at 








BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Al Jarvis, son, Hol- | 


lywood, Aug. 22. Father is disk 
jockey om KLAC. 

Mr. and Mrs. Nunnally Johnson 
son, Santa Monica, 
Father is 
mother is former Doris 


_ 4 film actress. 
toy model of a roller coaster, pin-| 


t 
' 


; 
' 


a time, he headed a dance band | hipit on the main floor, one section | Chi¢ago, Aug. 9. Father is head of 


, 


Kenny “Delmar, the “Senator 


Claghorn™ of Fred Allen's show, 


'was the mest r-cent previeus radio 
‘comic whese name failed te attract 


Aug. 23. | customers te the filmeries. He ap- 
screenwright-producer; peared im “It’s a Joke, Sem” for 
Bowden, Eagle Lion. 


Bob Here, Bing Crosby and Jack 


Mr. and Mrs. Johnny Broderick, | Benny are the trio of 
daughter, Chicage, July 30. Parents | exceptions to the patiern ef radio 


are the vaude team of Arren 


Mr. and Mrs. Homer Cables, son. 
New York, Aug. 12. Father is with 


bly fared 


& stars making poor marquee draws. 
Lesser 


lights have almest invaria- 
mediocrely at best. 





Life mag; mother is daughter of Al 
and Myrtle White, former vaude 
team. 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Weems, son, 








‘Senator’ 
| Continued from page 1 
Operative for more than a year “ 
: now, sereening and rec- 
Heid, son, , ommendations as to y for 
Father's @/ overseas showing of all pix of 

doubtful content. 








Coneert Presentations: 

Mr. and Mrs. 
Pittsburgh, Aug. 11. 
radio producer. 


At one time, Maganotti was a. theatrical variety is spotlighted on 


partner in one of 
successful bistros, Plaza Cafe, and 
after that ran the old Show Boat 
for a couple of seasons. His last 
pest, before buying the Marco Polo 
2 few weeks ago, was manager al 
Mercur’s Music Bar. 

Besides his wife;he leaves a son 
and daughter and four brothers, 1n- 
cluding William, who had been 
connected with several of Magan- 
otti’s business ventures. 


Rittsburgh’s most | 


- MRS. MYRTLE J. HANCOCK 
| Mrs. Myrtle J. (Marty) Hancoek, 
“end man” of Emmett Welch's 
Minstrels, died Aug. 19 in Phila- 
delphia. She played in the Em- 
mett Welch theatre here from 
1919 to 1925. : 

A native- of San Francisco, 
went on the stage at the age of 
five, playing children’s parts. 





MILTON L. PRARIE 


four miniature stages, with Hamlet, 
in his black suit posing during his 
drama; 
‘teetering in a ballet position; Pa- 
gliaeci singing in the Metropolitan 


Opera House; and the Rockettes 
the Musie Hall , 


kicking. across 


stage.” Miniature is correct—exact- 
ly one square-yard for show-busi- 
‘ness. Other facets of New York 


life are shown in proportion. 


Pavlova and her partner 





i sR. Milton L. Prarie, 46, musician 
Raipk C. Faulkner ‘died in Syracuse, N. Y 


re | 

' Among his compositions are costs 15c. 

He was recently a freelance car- (1!!! the sr sn heey a : 
Faulkner snesmnhi | please Come. Back to Me,” and Reading, Pa., However, 

ed the where the Tropics Begin. | 

and often impersonated him on the, 

stage. In 1918, while Faulkner 

was: appearing at the’ old Poli's | 


— 





ROBERT: B. MONTGOMERY 

Robert B. Montgomery, 56, vet- 
eran exhibitor 
Wichita Falls, 
was a partner 
in the operation 


Texas, Aug. aioe 
, of Jack McCullum 
late him on. the mimicry. of theatres. His 


During the first world war, he 


In one respect, however, this ex- 


' 


pose popular music, | has that gay, abandoned | Quartet on ABC. 
Sr., 58, and com ca .. Aug. 20. flavor. A 5e. glass of orange drink yr 


| Metropolitan. ‘cept in countries serviced by 


son, New 

Is Plenty B.O. Boffo = 

“Industrial showmanship,” a 

technique for dressing up CIVIC Hoeliyweod, Aug. 23. Father 
in Dallas. died in and industrial fairs in theatrical Copacabana, 

_spangles, is currently being given i 

an all-out application at the Read- “High 

ing, Pa., Bicentennial celebration. 


Passaglia, 
Chicago. Aug. 13. Father is com- 
_ mercial artist for ABC. 

; Mrs. Sheppard Lehn- | make changes at that time in order 
hoff, daughter, 


Mr. and Mrs. Dave Resen, daugh- paratively few nixed, -simee’ Joe 
ter, Pittsburgh, Aug. 18. Father Breen’s Production Code Adminis- 
,; was former mamager of Marty | tration in Hollywood has a division 

‘which goes over scripts fer over- 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank Glicksman, seas political implications. 


Gregor’s band. 
daughter, Hollywoed, Aug. 19. 


Father is a Metro story analyst. 
Mr. ard Mrs. Art i 


and 


Generally, studios are warned 


‘when films are still im the seript 


son, stage that they are umsuitable for 


‘export or have elements that are 
| net 


There-are com-- 


Father is member 


Mr. na or 9 — Rogers. | Motion Picture Export Assm., which 
_ a con N. y. refuses to send overseas any pix 


Mr. and Mrs. Mente Proser, son, 

ag BE 
erator of C 
and 


Jane- Ball, actress. | from that quarter. a 





Wedneday, August 25, 1943 
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